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Church af England. 


HISTORI/ SACRA| 


O R, THE 


Holy Hiſtory ; ; 


GIVING 


An Exact and Comprehenſive Account 
Of all the 


FEASTS and FAS Ts 


O F THE 


| Rracons and GrounDs of their Celebration; 


_ TOGETHER ; 
With Practical Obſervations upon the ſeveral Days, 


AFT ER A 


New and Curious Method; 


With their various 


ErxuoroelkEs and APPELLATIONS, 
And the true 


| 


inſtituta, 4 toto terrarum Orbe Obſervantur, 


and Prayer 5concluding each diſtin Head. 


To which isaddedan APPENDIX, wherein the 185 Gand 
SOLEMNITIES laſt added to the LITURGY of the 
Church & England, are clearly explain d. 
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To t. the Right Honourabie 


| THOMAS 


Earl of Tax E, Baron CLt- 
FORD, Tuprox, Wert !ORELAND; 
and Vescer, LORD of the Ms 

nour of Starr in Craven, 
Hereditary Sheriff of the County 
of WESTMORELAND ; and one of 
| the LORDS of Her Majeſty's 
moſt Honourable 1 15 Council. 


My Lorp; 

FF the many and infinite Follics 
incident to Mankind, there is 
none that may more juſtly Employ 


both our Pity and Admiration, thari 


the exceeding Vanity of moſt Dedi- 
catory Epiſtles. 'The Writers where- 


of, are ſo Laborious to make Enco- 


miums, and to preſent the World 
3 with 


5 EY —————(· ę̊ ˙* ů˙ů ˖˙7*˙ ae — — 
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with Panegyricks, that they x 
over each common Place of Miete 
rick, in the Recital of their Patrons 
rare Parts and Qualities. They 
leave no Tittle of Honour un- 
touch'd, ſcarce any Action of their 


Lives uhadmir d, or Prerogative of 


Pedigree unextoll d ; and having 
drain d their whole Stock of Invent1- 


on, in this ſcrupulous Inqueſt after 
all ſorts of Praiſes, they conclude fi- 
nally, that all theſe (and more Lines 


of Perfection, than either their Mo- 


deſty dares relate, or their Capaci- 


ties can reach) do directly concentre 
in the unparalell'd Breaſts of thoſe, 
whom they thus reſolve to Celebrate, 


Canonize, and Deify. _ 
WERE ; it my Defign, my Loxo, 


to run out into Eneomiums, I have 


a very comprehenſive Theme ; ; but 
the Character which you have Ac- 


quird, by the unanimous Conſent 


of all that have the Honour of your 


Acquaintance, cauſes me to deviate 
from the common 1 Road us d by moſt 


Au- 
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A 


Authors 3 being made ſufficiently 


ſenſible, how much a Mind endow'd 
with generous and modeſt Inclinati- 
ons (the inſeparable Companions of 


2 Great and Noble Soul) diſdains 


the fulſome Praiſes, which are made 
the Subject of moſt Dedications. 


Though at the fame Time, if I 


ſhould endeavour to repreſent your 


Lorpsmie, as Great as your Gene- 
rous Actions have made you, I 
might exhibit to the World a Peice 


of that Maſculine Perfection, where- 
in the moſt Curious would not know 
what to deſire, nor the moſt Envious 


what to ſuſpect. But; I deſiſt, being 


fearful of making your Lognsie 
uneaſy, by my offending your Mo- 


deſty, with needleſs Eulogies of your 


Merits, which I the rather call need- 


Tefs, becauſe Perſons of greateſt Ho- 
nour, are become their own Thea- 


tres; and the Scene of your Logp- 


 $ures Life being ſo generally known, 
it would be highly imprudent in 
me, to endeavour to add any Thing 

to your Luſtre. 1 BUT 


——— 


8 — — a 
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BUT after all, I ſtand in need of 

a Pardon for this Addreſs, which! 
ſhall the more eafily obtain, if your 

Lozpsmy will believe that nothing 

emboldned me to it, but the Opini- 
on I have that your Goodneſs is ass 
unlimited as my Defires, to Approve q 
my (elf 
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My LOK P, 


Your Logpsnie's moſt Obediens 
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PRE FACE. 


S the Deſire of Knowledge is moſt Na- 


tural to the Humane Soul, ſo the obtain- 
ing of it produces the moſt Noble and Exalte1 
Pleaſure. It is a Qualification fo ſublimely 
Excellent, that it admirably Ennobles one 


Spirit above another: For as Reaſon 3s the 
 fengular Ornament of our Nature, whereby it 


excels the Brutes; ſo in proportion Know. 
ledge, which is the Perfection of the Onder- 
ſtanding, raiſes thoſe who are Poſſeſſors of it, 


above others that want it; And according to 


the Degrees of Excellency that are in Objects, 
fo much of Rational Perfection and Satisfa- 
 Fion accrues to the Mind by the Knowledge 


of them. Now the Knowledge of Antiquity, 


without diſpute, is worthy our moſs ſerious 
Thought and Application, as affording infinite 
Variety,and perpetual Matter, for theEnquiry 


of the moſt Capacious Underſtanding e It not 
only gratifies one of our nobleſt Curioſities, but 


* Improves our Minds by the Wiſdom of prece- 
ding Ages, acquaints us with the moſt remark- 
Able Occurrences of Divine Providence, and 


preſents us with the moſt apt and proper Rules 


and Inſtances, that may form u to a Life of 


true Philoſophy and Virtue. He then that 


affeFs the Reputation of being Wiſe, and is 


pleas'd when he ſucceeds in that Aim, let Hi 


a4: him 


lay out his Study and his Thoughts here: let 
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bim retire into thoſe Primitive and better 
Times, thoſe firſt and pureſt Ages of theGo- 
ſpel, when Men really were what they pretend- 
ed to be; When a true and unfeigned Piety, a 
ſencere and univerſal Charity, a ſtric# Tem- 


perance and Sobriety, aud a great Reve- 


rence for every thing that was Divine and Sa- 


cred, rendred Chriſtianity venerable to the 


World. An inquiſitive Search into theſe things, 
mS$t needs be the direFeſt and moſt compen- 
dious Method of Science; An excellent Art of 
refining and ſublimating ones Knowledge, and 


rendring it more Guſtful and Exquiſite, than 
the Light of all Humane Sciences, in their 
Tuſtre and Perfection. And the Reaſon here- 


of 3s evident : For theſe Illuſtrious Inſtances 


of Piety and Virtue, propoſe no leſs than the 


Good and Happineſs of Man for their End, 
teach us io live and die well, and by a kind 
of natural Energy, endues us with moſt Noble 
and Chriſtian Purpoſes. They let us into thoſe 


ſpacious Frelds of Learning, which will afford 


us both Profit and Delight; into thoſe Arts 
and Sciences, whoſe Faundations are not Ar- 
bitrary, hut Stable and Immutable; and 
helps us to underſtand theOnchangeableLaws 


and Meaſures of Reaſon and Conſequence, 
This is 4 Tree of Knowledge, pon which 


there lies 20 Interdict; and the Enjoyment 


of it, is aBleſſing reſerved for ſame greater and. 


Fore exalted Powers, than any of thoſe poor- 


ſpirited Mortals are endued with, who wake 


2 
8 
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IX 


the Wiſdom of this World their Aim. For be- 


ond Contradict ion, He (and He only) is tru- 


3 that knows beſt to promote the beſt 


— 
0 


ud, that which he 3s bound to Deſire, and 


is happy if he Obtains, and miſerable if he 


Miſſes ; and that is a happy Eternity. What- 
ever Knowledge we proſecute beſides this, or 


further than tis conducive to this End, is a 


Culpable Curioſity, and unaccountably vain - 
And Solomon's Propoſition is in Behalf of 


this Hypotheſis, the Sence of which is as fol- 
lows: that to Man in his preſent Station, all 


Knowledge that does not contribute to the 
Intereſt of his After-State, is down-right Va- 
nity, and Vexation of Spirit. > 
THIS therefore is the Meaſure to be obſer 
ved in our Proſecution of Learning and 


Knowledge. For that is the moit compendious 


way of making a Man Wiſe, that fooneſt makes 


Vim Good; and conſequently, we ought to 
proſecut? ſuch Knowledge only, as has an Apt- 


meſs to make us ſo. Now in order hereunto, 


let us look a little into the Admirable Piety 
and Sanctity of thoſe Heroick Saints and 
Martyrs, in the Primitive Times, who evi- 


dently demonſtrated their Faith by their 
Works, and prov'# the Divinity of their 
® Religion by the Heavenlineſs of their Lives. 


Ibis will mightily contribute to our Progreſs 
and Encouragement in all Chriſtian Vertnes - 
For by obſerving the Brightneſs of their Lu- 


| fire, we ſhall at the ſame time diſcern the 


Faint- 


„ 


— 
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Faintneſs ard Dimneſs of our own Lieht,and 


Huſh to find the preſent Age ſo much eclips'd 


by the unequal Compariſon. And there js no 


doubt, but a good Example doth far more 7 
fectually Inſtru than good Precepts and 


Counſels; becauſe it doth not only expreſs 


the ſame Vertues that the Precepts enjoyn, 
but alſo expreſſes them with much more 
Grace and Emphaſis. For Precepts and 
Diſcourſes of Virtue, are only the dead Pi- 
ctures and artificial Landskips and De- 
ſcriptions of it; whereas a vertnous Exam- = 
ple, 4 Vertue it ſelf, Alive and in Motion, 
Exerting and Exhibiting it ſelf,in all its na- 
tural Charms and Attractions. Ard therefore, 
by how much Nature exceeds Art, and the ms 

accompliſid Beauties excel their Statues and 
Pictures, by ſo much i Vertue in Examples, 
more Amiable and Attractive. than when we only 
behold it deſcribd and picturd in Vertuous 
Precepts and Diſcourſes, For theſe Reaſons, 


t Goſpel hath enjoined ws to propoſe to our 
ſelves the beſt and moſs excellent Examples; 
to be Followers of the Apoſtles, as they were 
of CHRIST, (1 Cor. 11. 1.) For the Di- 


vine and moſt Admirable Apoſtles of our 
Bleſſed LORD (as Euſebtus righly obſerves) 
how rude ſoever they were in Speech, were yet 
Toy Ble dens Kito.d:pievot, N agrTh Wary Tas Ng 
aexerunutver, Of the moſt pure and holy Lives, 


and had their Minds adorned with all ſorts 


of Vertue, They bore up under the acuteſt 


Torment 


The PRE FACE. xi 
Turments, with a Manly and Philoſophick 
| | Bravery; and a crucified CHRIST was all 
their Rhetorick. And being thus acted by 


| noble and generous Impulſes, they dwelt in 
x | zheContemplation of the upper Region; tramp- 
lied upon thoſe little Projects of Profit or Plea- 


| ſure which enſnare and enſlave other Mer, 
> | and made all their Deſigns ſubſervient to the 
Intereſts of a better Country. Now what can 
bade a greater Influence to diſpoſe as to the 
Practice of Holineſs, than ſuch admirable 

Examples? What can more invincibly preſs 

ion our Ingenuity, than the Lives and Acti- 
ons of thoſe great and Gallant Souls, whoſe 
' Converſations were in Heaven; whoſe Spirits 


* 
ASSN 


4s 
0 
T 


@ 

„ 

2 

* wer 5 
.  * breathed in too free an Air to be caught with 
d 


( 
” 


4 | theCharms of the beſt Enjoyments this World 
8. could afford ;, and wha look'd upon the De- 
lights and Advantages of this Li fe, as things 
„ not worthy to arneſt their Affections in their 


Ly I 


Journey to a better? Al this, methinks, 


£ aut needs recommend the Excellency, cons 
s; vince of the Neceſſity, aud demonſtrate the 
re Poſſebility of Heroick Vertne. For to ſee Men 
Jy; Hike our ſelves, who are united to frail Fleſh, 
„ end in the ſame Condition with us, to com- 
) mand 2heir Paſſrons, and to overcome the 
et e297 inviting and glittering 1emptations, 
2 gut needs be a ſtrong Encouragement to 
es, Goodneſs, and clearly diſcover the Delights 
ts (Ff Chriſtian Vertue. No Rhetorick can bs 


ſures 


Wore effeFnal to convince us that the Plea- 
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ſures of this World, are not comparable to thoſe 


—— — 
— 


— — OE — 


Rivers of Pleaſures which GOD offers us; 
and that being faithful unto Death, r the 


het way to gain a Crown of Life. Let « 


Man viſit Paul and Silas in the Priſon, and 
he ſhall hear them chanting forth Anthems of 


Praiſe : Peter and the other Apoſtles, after 
their Stripes and Beating, and he ſhall find 
them rejoicing : And Stephen amidſt the 
Throng of his Murderers, and he ſhall ob- 


ſerve him over-looking them all, and enter- 


taining himſelf with a far more Pleaſant and 
GloriousProſpe@F, ſeeing the Heavens open'd, 
and JESUS ſtanding at the right Hand of 


GOD. And now, ſince ſuchBeatitudes are the 


Reward of thoſe who ſuffer for Righteouſ- 


neſs Sake, we mnt be ſtupid even to a Pro- * 
_ digy, if theſe Mens Succeſſes, do not animate © 
our Endeavours, and make all the Pomps © 


and Vanities of the World, appear in the 
10ſt ſuperannuated Dreſs. Let ws then bor- 


rav their Experience with a deſign of copy- 


ing it out, and lay it as a Foundation for 


our own, and by this means we ſhall poſſeſs 
our ſelves of one of the greateſt Advantages of 


the Communion of Saints. Let ws ſet the 


Apoſtles of our Bleſſed LORD before our 
Ezes, and follow their Examples, till we our 
ſelves grow Exemplary. But above all, let us 


imitate the Perfections and Actions of the 


Holy FESUS, with the greate t Vigour and | 
Alacrity of Soul. Let is peruſe the Hiſtory * | 
5 1 


L 
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; of his ſacred Life, and diligently obſerve his 
Carriage and Demeanour, in all thoſe Capa- 
cities and Circumſtances, wherein he was plac'd, 
| and cloſely apply it to our ſelves, as a perfect 
| Pattern of Action. Let us endeavonr to form 
our Natures to His, to recti the Features and 
Lineaments of our Souls, by his moſt Amriable 
Idea ; and regulate all our Motions by thoſe 
invariable Lews of Reaſon, whereby he e Wills 
and Acts. And this will Inſpire us with a 
Divine Emulation; it will Animate our 
1 _ Weakneſſes, and Shame our Irregularities ; 
J. and by this means, all our AF ions will have the 
Fa | Toyfil Eccho's of a well-pleaſed Conſcience 
> _ continually reſounding them. 
(4 HAT has been hitherto Prefaced, the 
)- _ Reader, I hope, will not cenſure as an unpro- 
to _ ſitable Diereſſio zon, nor think it altogether 
bs unſuitable to the preſent Work, whereof *tis 
3e | Probable he will expe ſome ſhort Account. 
i 1 Deſign then in the following Attempt, is 
„ 0 give a clear and intelligible Deſcription of 
'® | the Feaſts and Faſts o the Church of 
fo England: It cannot be denied, but that the 
Subjects are in themſelves, as trul 'y great ant. 
noble, as any that occur in all S peculative or 
Practical Theology. But as for the Manage- 


Ws "7 ty ED I we * 


7 


2 
1 


7 ment thereof, all that I can ſay, is this, I have 
7 "3 eulen '4 mij beſt Thoughts and Skill, to treat 
this excellent Theam Suitabl to its own 


ENarive Majeſty. I have throughout the whole, 
17 F Ri Sony to deliver the moſt material 


of | | Con- 


* 


— — 
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0 Conceptions, in the moſi plain and compen- 9 


dious Manner being willing to crowd man 
Truths into a narrow Compaſs, hut yet ſo, that 
I have been particularly careful to deduce at 


Sublime and Tranſcendent Excellency of | 


tertain Mankind with Doubtful and Fabu- 


ſay, (that to the beſt of my Underſtanding ) 


| Note, and Variety of other Celebrated Writers | 
both Ancient and Modern. Mere particularly, F 


_ Cheſter, having made uſe of thoſe Paſlages | 


ſtantial and Beautiful, and laid hold of any 


large, whatſoever was moſt proper to Deiform i 
the Souls of Men, and to demonſtrate the | 


{he Chriſtian Religion. And to the end that l 
JI might not impoſe upon the World, and en- 


lous Traditions, ( eſpecially in a Matter 
wherein the Honour of our great Creatour ix 
concerned) ] have all along conſulted ſuch © 
Authors, of whoſe Integrity there is no juſt 
Cauſe to doubt, making uſe of none but ſuch © 
as are of unqueſtionable Credit and Aut hori- 
ty. So that in this Performance, I can juſtly 


Ihave delivered nothing, but what is in eve- J 
ry reſpe# agreeable to the Doctrine of the 4. 
Church of England, or to the Sence of Wiſe * 
and Good Men. I have induſtriouſly peruſed T 
oft Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians of the greateſt | 


1 have received conſiderable Advantages ſtom 1 


3 


Dr. Cave, and the Learned Biſhop of % 


$ WI 4s 
W. * 
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zu their Works, that appear d to be moſt ſubC- 


thing, that would contribute to the Advan- 
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tage of the Reader, and the Ornament of L 
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tu Book: For in Matters of Plagiary, 
= I always did, and ever will, conſult the 
Benefit of Mankind, before my own Re- 
= putation. As to Mr. Nelſon's Treatiſe 
upon this Subject, I had almoſt frniſh'd mine 


| before that appear d in the World, and there- 
fore, I have not inrich'd my ſelf with any one 


„ Book has been a conſiderable time under my 


oh -1 
ter 


J Hands 3 


l and I might have ſent it abroad 
© long agoe, but that I thought a Work of this 
© Nature and Importance requir d, the moſt na- 
: ture Deliberation, and exacteſt Diſcuſſion ; 
fo that I modeſtly hope, that notwithſtanding 
any thing I have ſeen or heard of upon this 
Subject from other Pens, this Treatiſe may 


LOTS 


— 


e 


ade its Place and Uſe. For though I am 


not ſo aſſuming, as to imagine, that I hade per- 
ford ſo great an Undertaking, as perfectly 


41 it ought to be, whatever Diligence or Ex- 


actneſs I have nsd in the Performance; yet 


Lon ſiderately peruſe what is here preſented, 
it will contribute very much to the clearing 
Frany uſeful Truths, and to his Improve- 


ent in ſeveral curious Points of Specula- 


TM * 
"1 +43 i 
N 1 I | 
n by 2 8 
9 T9 x 
wo. 
« 


THE 


Obſervation that I had not made before. This 


queſtion not, but that if the Reader will 
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1 
Is THE 
- { OD who is the Living Fountain of all 
1 Perfections, when he had Created the 
* Heavens and the Earth in exquiſite 
7 Beauty and Order, He was willing 
5 to provide a Governor for all his Corporeal 
50 Creatures, and therefore out of his Incompre- 


henſible Wiſdom He Created Man after hiz own Man's 
Image, and made him among all his Works, one Cen. 
of the moſt Perfect Models of Created Excel- 
lency. He was enducd with a great and-capa- 
ciovs Underſtanding, and his Knowledge reach'd 
thro' the whole Compaſs of the Creation: Nay, 
his Mind did not ſtick in the Material Part only, 
but aſcended by the ſeveral Ranks of Beings to 
the Univerſal Cauſe. He plainly and clearly diſ- 
Tern'd the Stupendious Wiſdom and Power and 
3 Goodneſs of his Great Creator; and this was 
not acquir'd by Study, neither was it the Pro- 
2 duct of anxious Enquiry, for the bare Conſide- 
ration of the Variety and Union, the Order and 
the Efficacy, the Beauty and Stability of the 
World, was Demonſtration ſufficient whereby 
to diſcern the Wiſdom which fo regularly di. 
pos'd all. No ſooner did the Fabrick of Heaven The Top 
and Earth preſent it ſelf to his View, but im- 4 Per 
mediately he diſcover'd the moſt Expreſs and econ of 
Clear Characters of that Almighty Power which . 


CO (OE) | | 0 Worlds. 
produc'd it. For what could overcome the In- 


finite Diſtance between not Being and Being but 
an Almighty Power? As there is no Propor- 
„ tion 
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Adam 
perfellly 
Hapſq. 


tion between not Being and Being, ſo the Cauſe 


which unites thoſe Terms, muſt be without Li- 
mits. The Knowledge of this fill'd his Soul 
with Incredible Wonder and Delight! For if 
the Pſalmiſt (the Vigour of whoſe Underſtand- 
ing was ſtrangely impair'd by the Fall) could 
break forth with Aſtoniſhment, as one in the 
midſt of Innumerable Miracles, ſaying: O 


LORD! how manifold are thy Works; in Wiſ- 


dom haſt thou made them all! How much more 
muſt Man in his Original Condition, (who per- 
fectly underſtood Univerial Nature; the Offices 
of its Parts, the Harmony of the Whole, and 


all the juſt Laws of Union, by which GOD 


hath conjoin'd ſuch a Multitude of diſtant and 
diſagreeing Beings) be tranſported at the Diſ- 
covery of the tranſcendent Excellencies of his 
great Creator ? Thus Wiſe and Happy was 
Man in his Primitive State, and tho' his Body 
was form'd of the Duſt of the Earth, yet 'twas 
after a fearful and wonderful manner, (as Holy 


David obſerves) the Contrivance of its Parts 


being with that Proportion and Exactneſs as 
moſt conduc'd to Comelineſs and Service, and 


Fram'd ſo as to make a viſible Diſcovery of the 


Prerogatives of his Creation. In his Face and 
Words there was ſomething ſo Powerful, as 


commanded all the Hoſts of the Lower World. 


And he was alſo endued with an Immortal Soul, 
that was to out-live all Sublunary Beings, and 
to ſubſiſt for Ever in a Sublime State of Glory 
and Beatitude. In ſhort, Adam enjoy'd Na- 
ture in its Original Purity ; The World was 
all Harmony and Beauty ; The Earth was lt- 
beral to him of all its Treaſures, and the Hea- 
venus of their Light and Sweeteſt Influences; and 
that nothing might be wanting to 9 his 
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Happineſs, G OD Almighty form'd Eve to be 


a2 Companion for him: They were both ſeated 


in Eden, a Place of ſuch Splendor and Delight, 
that it repreſented the Celeſtial Paradice, which 
is refreſh'd with Rivers of Pleaſures, So, that 
in a Word, All the Bleſſings which they enjoy'd, 


do tranſcend the Bounds of Human Arithme- 


tick. | 3 
NOW for the Continuance of theſe ineſtima- "bd oy 

ble Favours, Almighty G O D required no more rap 

but that Adam and Eve ſhould live in a perfect 

Conformity to his Divine Will; and to make a 

Tryal of their Fidelity and Readineſs to Obey, 


lle commanded that they ſhould not Eat of the 


Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil upon Pain of 
Death. This Prohibition was upon moſt Wiſe Je Terms 
and Juſt Reaſons, and nothing could be more 700 . 
eeaſie than the Obſervation of it. (a) For in the? 
midſt of an huge Indulgence, and that large 


Scope of all the Trees in the Garden, the Di- 
vine Majeſty laid an Interdict but upon one, 
3 laying, Of all the Trees in the Garden ye may 


Frech eat, ſave only the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 

© Evil in the midſt of the Garden; of that ye ſhall not 

eat leſt ye die. Who could now think any thing 

7 ſhould become a Temptation ſtrong enough to peyn. 2e 

make them prevaricate from their Duty? But gives of 
the Devil (who was already fall'n by his Pride, bis rewpr- 
and could not conſequently ſee without Enyy ?# ow |» 

1 1 i a | Firſt Pa- 
the Fidelity aud Happineſs of thoſe two Inno- , 

m A 2 . 
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() Preceptum de uno cibi genere non edendg uhi 
aliorum tanta copia ſubjacebat, tam leve ad obſer van- 
dum, tam breve ad memoria retinendum, ubi præſer- 


tim nondum voluntati cupiditas reſiſtebat, tanto major i 


9 injuſtitia violatum eſt, quanto faciliori poſſet obſervan- 
ia cuſtodiri. Aug. de Civit. Dei. 
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cent Creatures, which were more obedient and 
ſubject to GOD, tho! they were living upon 
Earth, than he had been with all the Advan- 
tages of his Spiritual Nature, and of his living 
in the Preſence of G OD in Heaven) reſolv'd 


to affault them, being very much exaſperated 


He Ad- 
dreſſes to 
he Wo- 
mans 


at their Felicity; Inſomuch, that his Tor- 
ment was incapable of Allay, but by rendring 
Man as miſerable as himſelf. The ſame Envy 
which made him mälign and hate the Bleſſed 


Orders above, (becauſe he imagin'd he was not 


High enough advanc'd in the Scale of the Hea- 
venly Fierarchy; and that his Station in the 


Commonwealth of Angels was beneath the 


Grandeur and Dignity of his Nature) pufh'd 


him on with a Deſtgn to corrupt the Innocence 
of our Firſt Parents, and to make them Compa- 


nions with him in his Revolt. Being thus re- 
ſolv'd, he contrives a Temptation, which might 
be moſt Faking and Dangerous to Man in his 
rais'd and happy State, and his Subtilty being 
Equal to his Malice, he came under the Shape 
of a Serpent, and ſet upon the Woman, judging 
her of the two the moſt likely to be prevail'd 


upon, and the moſt eaſie to be drawn into a com- 
pliance; and by this means inſinuates his Tempß- 


tation. He ſays to the Woman, Hath God ſaide 


Jon ſhall not eat of every Tree of the Garden ? As 4 
And ac- much as to ſay; ls it not a Miſtake that you 
coſted her © are forbidden that Fruit? Was that the Mean- 


after this c jng of the Almighty? Poſſibly your Gracious 


Manner. 


« Creator had no ſuch Intention: For why. 


« ſhould you be reſtrain'd in this? Why not left 
* perfectiy to your own Election? Have not 


“you Faculties to chuſe, and Deſires to grati- WW 

© fie? Why ſhould they be curb'd or denied 2 : 

© Sure He never made a Power which was not 
t 
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to come into Act, nor a Capacity that was 
© not to be ſatisfied : Nay, this one Abridg- 
ment deſpoils you perfectly of your Liberty: 
© Law and Freedom are Incompetible: You are 
© not us'd like Sons if you be thus chain'd up. 
„pray what Neceſlity is there to ſet ſuch a 
« Fence about that one Tree above all the reſt ? 
eis it to exerciſe Authority Arbitrarily over 
* you, or to tempt your Patience ? Or rather, 
eis there not ſome great Good which He knows 
<< in that Fruit, and envies you the Participation 
«of? Why ſhould not you that were made in 
<« his Image, be like Go ps in this alſo, knowing 
Good and Evil? After this manner the Enemy $5. is 
of Souls temper'd his Poiſon, and Eve was ea- overcome, 


ſily ſeduc'd by theſe Allurements : She look'd 


vpon the forbidden Fruit with DeleQation, and 
was pleas'd to ſee that it was pleaſant to the 
Eye, and fancying it was ſo to the Taſt, put 
forth her Hand, ſwallow'd the Poiſon of the 
Serpent, and having taſted Death, ſhe perſuad- 


ed her Husband by the ſame Motives to deſpiſe 
the Law of their Creator, PL 


THUS Sin enter'd and brought Confufion into The Miſe- 
the World: For as ſoon as Adam had taſted the 7) of Mar's 
forbidden Fruit, the holy Wiſdom of his Mind % "States 


the Divine Love that ſanctified his Will; and 
the Spiritual Power to obey GO D, were total- 


ly quench'd. Inſtead of the Rectitude and Ex- 


= cellent Holineſs of the Soul, ſucceeded a perma- 
= nent Viciouſneſs and Corruption; and nothing 
remain d of his firſt Innocence, but the vexati- 
2X ous Regret of having loſt it. GOD ſhew'd 
himſelf to them no longer as an indulgent Fa- 
ther, whoſe Preſence was their Joy and Happi- 


neſs; but as an offended LORD, who re- 


prev d their Diſobedience. He drave them 
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both out of the Terreſtial Paradice, and ſub- 
jected them to all the Miſeries of Life: He 
paſs'd the Sentence of Death upon them as He 
had threatend, condemning them not only to a 
Temporal Death of the Body, for that tranſ- 
mits to the ſecond, even the Death of the Soul, 
which is endleſs and intolerable Damnation. 


The fatal EVERY Manas deſcending from Adam, is born 
Conſe- a Sacrifice to Death; For the Rebellion of the 


1 97 firſt Man againſt the great Creator was a Sin of 


Univerſal Efficacy, that derives a Guilt and 
Stain to Mankind in all Ages of the World. If 
Adam had continued in his Innocence, all the 
Advantages of it had been convey'd to his Chil- 
dren; but for his Rebellion he loſt his Primitive 
ReQiitude, and therefore the whole Race of 
Mankind are complicated in his Sin and Ruin. 
The Fountain was poiſon'd in Adam, and all the 
Streams partake of the Infection: All that are 
deriv'd from him in a Natural Way, and have 


aRelation to him as their common Father, draw 
ſomething of Corruption and Contamination by 


their ſeminal Traduction from him. And as 


his Soul was ſtripp'd of its Native Righteouſneſs 


and Holineſs, and inveſted with contrary Qua- 
lities, ſo his vaſt Progeny are Sharers in this 
Depravation. This is what we call Original 
Sin, (a) becauſe we are guilty of it from our 
Original and Birth: (b) And this is the Sin 
which the Fathers call Unſpeakable in its Great- 
neſs, becauſe it brings upon us all thoſe Evils 
and Miſeries which we feel either in our Souls 
or Bodies. By this Sin the Fayour of our GOD 

1 N was 
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was forfeited, and we were all by Nature the 
Children of Wrath, that is, liable to eternal Pu- 
niſnment. „„ 5 

= BUT immediately after the fatal Lapſe of 6% 
Mankind, the ſamediffuſive and boundleſs Good- . 
= neſs, that firſt breath d into Man the Breath of Life, _ Cres: 
2 out of deep Compaſſion to his Creatures, (and tion. 
that the Devil might not finally be victorious 
over them) in his Councel decreed the Recove- 

ry of Man from his languiſhing and miſerable 
Condition. Then did the Almighty lay that 
moſt ſtupendious Scheme which the Sublimeſt 

= Spirits in Heaven with holy Aſtoniſhment con- 
tinually deſire to look into, and the Credit of which 
the Devils and wicked Men inceſlantly endea- 

= vour to enervate; it being a Work ſo ſuperla- 

= tive, that it is beyond all the Tongues of Angels 

or Mentoexpreſs! GO D's Mercy excited his 

2 Wiſdom to interpoſe as an Arbiter, which in 
the Treaſure of its Ilncomprehenſible Light found 
cout an Admirable Expedient to ſave Man; and 
that in ſuch a Miraculous manner as to recon- 
cile Infinite Mercy with Inflexible Juſtice. This 
was by conſtituting a Mediator both Able and 

= Willing between the Guilty Creature and him- 

= ſelf; that by transferring the Puniſhment on the 

2 Surety, he might puniſh Sin, and pardon the 

= Sinner. So he that Created us by his Power, 

7 Reſtored us by his Love; which certainly is the 

X faireſt Copy of the Divine Wiſdom and Philan- 

*Z thropy ! For much happier were it for us never 

to have been Created, if this Good G O D had But more 
not added the ſecond and better Benefit of our 7/ptndevt 
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a . . non, in our Re- 
Redemption. For by this we regain all thoſe 2 


former Advantages which Sin had forfeited and 
loſt; we are ſavd from that Eternal Deſt ruction 
to which That had made us liable; our Faults 
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are 1 189000 by the Aſtoniſhing Satisfaction of 
the Blood of GOD, and our Ranſom paid by 


his bitter and opprobrious Death upon the 
Croſs. Now who could more fitly reſtore us 


to Favour, than the oyly beloved Son, who is tlie 


ſingular and everlaſting Object of his Father's 


Delight? Or, who was more fit to repair the 
Image of GO D in Man, and beautifie his Na- 
ture that was defil'd with Sin, than the Son who 


Mercy of 1s the Expreſs Image of his Father”s Perſon ? But, 


our Re- 
demption 


exceeds 


at the ſame time, who can worthily compre- 
hend this Ineſtimable Goodneſs ! this moſt Ama- 


our Com- Zing Condeſcention! Or, what Mind confin d 
prebenſic on. in Fleſh can expand it ſelf to conceive the 


Depth of that Divine Wiſdom which order'd 
the Way of our Salvation ? Suppoſe we could 


graſp in the whole Compaſs of Nature, as to all 
the Particulars and Varieties of Being and Ma- 


tion, yet we ſhould find it an impoſſible Leap 


from thence to aſcend to the full Comprehenſi- 
on of any one of GOD's Attributes; much 


more from thence to the Myſterious Oeconomy 


of the Divine Perſons; but moſt of all to the In- 
explicable Work of Man's Redemption by the 2 
Blood of the Holy JESUS. This is a Hight 7? 
above the Reach, and a Depth beyond the Fa- 
thom of all Humane Intelle&ts ! Nay, the Angels 
of Light bend themſelves with extraordinary 
Application of Mind, and ardent Affections, to 
Rudy the Rich and Unſearchable Variety that is 
in it; but only the ſame Underſtanding com- 
prehends it which contriy'd it. And all that 
poor Mortals can diſcover or know of it, is no 
more than what St. Paul knew when he had his 
Rapture into Heaven: He ſaw Fine Things, 2 
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and heard Strange Words, but they were 75 
Bale Words that he could not peak, and 
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Secrets that he could neither Underſtand nor 


Communicate. He perceived that the Glories 
e were too big for Fleſh and Blood! So, in the 
18 like manner, no Man can unfold the Treaſures 
1 of this Myſterious Love; All that we are Able 
8 to know of it, is, that it ſurpaſſes Knowledge. 


je BUT altho' this tranſcendent Love of the E, ple 
= Holy JESUS is as much above our Compre- of Chrift 
2 henſionas Deſert, yet the Unſpotted Purity of confider'd 
t, bis Nature, and the Incomparable Example of d ilu- 
e _ Holineſs which he gave in his Life and Conver-Atrated. 
a- ſation among us, is moſt Accommodate to our 
d © preſent State. And indeed it was one great 
e © Deſign of his coming into the World, to ſet 
before us in doing and ſuffering not a meer Spe- 
cltacle for our Wonder, but a Copy to be tran- 
=> ſcribd in our Hearts and Lives. This will ap- 
= pear more obvious by conſidering his Deport- 
ment in every Circumſtance of his Life. For, 7 diſca. 
as a Creature in reſpe& of his Humanity, he vers our 
never fail'd in the leaſt Punctilio of that Duty, Puyy. 
Homage, and Devotion which he ow'd to the moſt 
High G O D his Creator. As a Man, he never 
ſwerv'd either in his Paſſions or Appetites from 
the ſtricteſt Rules of Sobriety and Temperance. 
And as a Member of Humane Society, he never 
was guilty of an Unrighteous Action either to- 
wards his Superiours, Inferiours, or Equals; 
but all his Life was a walking Monument of 
Goodneſs, and his whole Converſation a moſt 
perfect Tranſcript of thoſe Divine and Heaven- 
ly Laws which he gave to the World. Thus 
the Life of CHRIST contains all our Duties 
towards GOD and Man, expreſsd in the 
moſt perfect Manner, or Motives to perform 
them, And therefore the neareſt and readieſt 
Way to Perfection, is a ſerious Regard .- his 
FR . 
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Precedent: For the Cauſes of all Sin are either 
the Deſire of what he Deſpis d, or the Fear of 
what he ſuffer d. And tho' there be ſome Acti- 
ons of our S AV IO UR Life which were ne- 
ver intended for our Imitation, viz. Such 
9 wherein he either exercis'd, or prov'd and aſ- 
i ſerted his Divine Authority, yet whatever he 
if did of preciſe Morality, and in Purſuance to his 
i 2 own Laws, he deſign'd and intended for our 
| Imitation:  Impoſing nothing upon the World, 
1 but what is ſweet, and eaſie, and full of Grace. 
| I And hence himſelf tells us, 5 dye wi yenrdes 


l My Yoak is Gracious, (for ſo it is in the Greek) 
1 And ex. and my Burthen is light. For it enjoyns us no- 
| ches to thing but what is the proper Grace and Orna- 
| perform it. ment of Humane Nature; and what is every 
jr way accommodated to our preſent State and 
* Condition. He choſe ſuch a Tenour of Life as 
| every one might imitate, taking Care not to 
out-run the Capacities of Men in inimitable Ex- 
Preſſions of Sanctity, but complied with our 
Weakneſs, and kept Pace with our Strength; 
that ſo he might entertain us all along with the 
9 Comforts of his Company, and the Influence of 
A a perpetual Guide. es in | 
Chrif's AND ſtill as a greater Confirmation of his 
Faithju- Love and Kindneſs to the Souls of Men, after 
es in ap- he had purchas'd a Family to himſelf, and could 
1 cer? . now no longer upon Earth manage its Intereſts 
5 Fl Zul, in his own Perſon, he would not return back to 
N Heaven till he had Conſtituted ſeveral Orders 
and Officers in his Church, who might Super- 
intend and Conduct its Affairs; and according 
to the various Circumſtances of its State, ad mi- 


ly. He firſt erected his Sacred School, and 
when he was to leave it, he depolited a ſtand- 


ing 


niſter to the Needs and Exigencies of his fami- 
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II 


by ing -Connaiition in the Hands of his Apoſtles, 


whom he Ordain'd to preſide in it in his Room. 


7 Theſe were a few ſele& Perſons, whom our 


> LORD choſe out of the reſt to devolve part 


puties and Vicegerents : They were to inſtruct 


; I Mankind in the Doctrines of the Goſpel, to Diſ- 
ciple the World, to Baptize and Initiate Men 


into the Faith of CHRIS T, and to carry on 
that Excellent Religion which their LORD 


and Maſter had begun. But concerning the A. 


2 poſiles Travels, the Succeſs of their Miniſtry, 
# the Places and Countries to which they went, 


4A Martyrdoms for the Faith, I ſhall give a Com- 


may ſuffice at preſent to obſerve, in general, 


for him, which is the very Life and Eſſence of“ 
2 Chriſtianity. They had been Eye-witneſſes of 


JF Commencing of his Publick Miniſtry, till his 
RA Aſcenſion into Heaven: They had ſurvey'd all 
1 his Actions, ſeen all his Miracles, obſerv'd the 
whole Method of his Converſation, and attend- 
ed him in his moſt private Solitudes and Retire- 
2 © ments; and conſequently knew what it was to 
Ween the Steps of their great Maſter. They were 
ſenſible that G © D had open'd no Gate of Hea- 
ven but the narrow Gate, to which * Croſs was 


the Churches they Planted, and their Ads and 


1 all the Material Paſſages of our S A VIOUR's 
Life, continually converſant with him from the 


of the Government upon their Shoulders, and 
do depute for the firſt Planting and Settling 
= Chriſtianity in the World. He Ordained 
| is Twelve, whom he nam'd Arb, or Perſors ſent 
up and down the World, as his immediate De- * 


Apotcs 
what it 


ſignifies, 


pendious Account in the following Work. It 


that they were Baptiz'd into the Death of their great FOG Re- 
Maſter; their Profeſſion and Inſtitution was to ſignation 
> live like him, and when he requir'd it to die % obe. 


ienoe. 
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therefore that they might be the Diſciples of the 
Holy JES US, they denied themſelves, took 


defatigable Vigour. They were immutably re- 
ſolv'd to maintain their Station, notwithſtand- 


$idie moriar, I die daily, was his Motto, and the | 


the Key: And that Humility, Mortification, Self- 
denial, Repentance, Renouncing the World, and 
being Perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake, ſtood in 
the Chief Rank of Chriſtian Precepts, and in 
the direct Path to an Eternal Weight of Glory. And 


up the Croſs with Pleaſure and Satisfaction, and 
follow'd the Captain of their Salvation with In- 


ing the various Attempts made to beat them 
from it. They entertain'd the fierceſt Threat- 
nings with an unſhaken Mind, and courageovuſly 
beheld the Racks and Engines prepared for them. 

They deſpiſed Torments, and courted Flames, C 


and went out to meet Death in its blackeſt int 


Dreſs. Their Faith and Hope were ſo Invinci- D 
ble, that they regarded their Executioners with ba 
the ſame Eye, that St. Peter did the Angel that 


2 
+ 
my 


brake off his Fetters to reſtore him to Freedom, re 
and chearfully receiv'd them, as thoſe who Pr 


brought the Keys of Paradice in the ſame Hands mn 
wherewith they brought their Swords. Of all the bl 
Apoſtles there was not one that died a Natura! Se 


Death but only St. John; he eſcap'd *tis true, 


but he was put into a Cauldron of ſcalding Lead be 
and Oyl before the Port Latin in Rome, and el 
eſcap'd Death by an intervening Miracle: But 1 
beſides this he liv'd in Baniſhment, and after a ur 


long and laborious Life, he died full of Days 
and Sufferings. St. Paul ſays of himſelf, and 
his Brethren the other Apoſtles, that they ſery'd 7 
G OD continually in Watchings, in Faſtings, in 


Hunger and Thirſt, in Cold and Nakedneſs; Nay, P. 
his whole Life was a continued Suffering, Quo- 
U 


Leſ⸗ q 
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CHRIST JESUS and him Crucified. In a 

Word, the Changes of his Life was nothing but 

the Changes of his Sufferings, and the Variety 

of his Labours: And all theſe Encounters he 

look d upon only as neceſſary Breathings for his 

= Virtue, to keep it in Exerciſe and Vigour ; for 

he could eaſily diſcern the Truth and Beauty of 

Supernatural Myſteries, altho* they were diſ- 

guis'd under Reproach and ſad Repreſentati- 5 

ons. In the like manner did all the Apoſtles of he Uni- 

our Bleſſed LO R D by Illuſtrious Acts of Vir- *£//4/ 

tue unanimouſly endeavour ſo to Adorn their * 

Chriſtian Profeſſion, as to draw in Proſelytes, 5 

not only to the Name, but to the Obedience of 

CHRIST. They maintain'd a free and un- 

2 interrupted Courſe of Religion, paſſing whole 

j- Days and Nights in Prayer to GOD; and a- 

bandoning all Thoughts of the World, employ'd 

their Minds entirely in Pious Meditations; in 

= refining and exalting their Affections; and in 

> putting themſelves into ſuch a Frame of Soul, as 

= might beſt prepare them for the Purity of thoſe 

2 bleſſed Regions above, which they thought no 

= Severities, no Pains too great to obtain. 

=Z THUS did thoſe bleſs'd and renown'd Souls 

= heretofore demean themſelves ; and all this they 

= cſteem'd their Duty for the more effectual ſub- 

duing Sin, and maintaining a good Conſcience 

2X unſpotted from the World, and unimpair'd by 

the Aſſaults of their Ghoſtly Enemy. It is there- The Pru- 
fore very prudently order'd by the True dence of | 

Churches, Ancient and Modern, to Solemnize the Church 
the Memorial of CHRIS T's main A&iors and Þ Helv. 
Paſſiun, with the Imitable Virtues of his Saint, e 

and Martyrs, upon ſet- times and Annual Revo- 

lutions; leſt thoſe Perſons and Things be b 
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ly forgotten, that ought to be had in everlaſting 
Remembrance. G OD hath appointed Weekly, 
and his Church Annual Commemorations of 
the Myſteries, Means, and Witneſſes of our Re- 
demption; to preſerve a Solemn Memory of 
thoſe ineſtimable Benefits, which either by 
CHRIST himſelf, or by any of his Bleſſed 
\h Inſtruments, GOD hath beſtowed upon the 
= World; and that we might Conſider and joy- 


1 fully Acknowledge each particnlar Mercy, in 
1 the very Day wherein it was wrought. The 
5 They are Lord's Day, for Inſtance, is a time to be Cele- 
** of excel- brated with great Expreſſions of Joy, as being 
1 lent Vſe. the happy Memorial of CHRIS T's Reſurre- 
9 Aion from the Dead. And the reſt of the holy 
* 8 Feſtivals which we Celebrate, have all Relation 
9 to the ever- bleſſed JES Us; and therefore they 


ought to be cloath'd with thoſe external Robes 
of Holineſs, whereby their Difference from 
other Days may be made ſenſible. We begin 
our Eccleſiaſtical Year (as Learned (a) Hooker 
diſcourſes) with the Glorious Annunciation of 
his Birth by Angelical Meſlage. Hereunto are 
1 added his Bleſſed Nativity it ſelf ; the Myſtery 
Ml of his Legal Circumciſion; the Teſtification of 
h his true Incarnation by the Purification of her 
0 who brought him into the World 5 his Glori- 
; ous Reſurrectien and Aſcenſion into Heaven; the 
be: . Admirable Miſſion of his Holy Spirit upon his 
1 Choſen; and (which conſequently enſued) the 
Notice of that Incomprehenlible Trinity thereby 
given to the Church of GOD. Again for as 
much as we know that CHRIST hath not been 
only manifeſted great in himſelf, but great in 


DoF, his Bleſſed Saints allo z (the Days of whoſe De- 
celebrated |  parture 
with Foy, — — — — 


by (2) Eccl. Pol. Lib. 5. 
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og parture out this World, are as the Natalitials 
of Kings and Emperors, becauſe they were freed 
ft 3 from theſe Regions of Death, and born again un- 
- to the Happineſs of an endleſs Life) there are 
ſelect times annually returning wherein to me- 
ditate of CHRIST glorified in them, which 
had the Honour to ſuffer for his Sake, and 
whoſe Deaths are exceeding Precious in his 
y- sight. If then the Memories of the Saints are 
in precious to GOD, certainly they ought al- 
1e jo to be ſo to us; and it cannot but be thought 
bighly reaſonable, that thoſe Excellent Perſons, 
1s who by their Piety and Patience, their Charity 
and Zeal made themſelves Venerable whilſt they 
= livd, ſhould now have their Memories Cele- 
brated throughout the Chriſtian World, infi- 
nitely beyond the Glories of Alexander, or the 
Triumphs of a Pompey or a Ceſar. *Tis true, 
the beſt and uſefulleſt Things may be corrupted 
to bad Purpoſes; for theſe Anniverſary Com- 
memorations, tho” in their Primitive Inſtitution 
they are highly reaſonable and commendable; 
yet through the Folly and Dotage of Men they 
were after made to miniſter to great Superſti- The i uſe 
tion and Idolatry. Hence ſprung the Doctrine bat are 
Zand Practice of Prayer and Invocation of Saints, t, of 
which the Papiſts perform in the ſame Words, =_ 
Zand with the ſame Addreſs as they do the Invo- g 
cation of GOD himſelf. Particularly the Bleſ- 
Med Virgin they Adorn with the moſt Glorious 
ITitles of GOD; and in her P/alter addreſs to 
as per in thecame Forms of Invocation which Da- 
en vid uſes in his Pſalms to G O D: They ſtile her 
the Lady Almighty; the Author of Mercy; the 
Leen of Infinite Majeſty; and the Hope of all 
the World: Praying that her Mercy may lighten 
pon them, as they do put their Truſt in her; anda 
great 


1 
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n 


The R 


No juſt 


Exception Were utterly unknown to the Simplicity of purer 
againſt the and better Times, and therefore can be no juſt 


hem. 


52 Uſe Exception againſt our Annual Solemnities. For 


all Contradiction, this is moſt palpable Un- 
_ righteouſneſs towards GOD, to ſtrip him thus 


his Church by thoſe excellent Conveyances of his 


great deal more to this Purpoſe. Now, beyond 


of his Divine Prerogatives, and cloath his Crea- 
tures in them before his Face. But theſe things 


on thoſe Days that derive their Name from 
ſome Principal Action or Paſſion of our S AV I- 
OUR, all the Devotion is done to him whoſe 
Name the Day beareth : And as for the other 
which are call'd by the Name of ſome Saint, 
Martyr, Evangeliſt, or Apoſtle, no Religious 
Devotion or Worſhip is paid to the Creature, 
whoſe Name the Day beareth, (a) but to their and 
our LORD, whoſe ſpecial Benefits deriv'd to 


Bounty and Mercy, are upon ſuch Anniverfary 
Solemnities recounted, and gratefully acknow- 
ledg'd. In thoſe Days which concern the Bleſ= 3 
ſed Virgin Mary, we Honour CHRIST 


whom ſhe bare: in st. John Baptiſt's Day we 
Honour CHRIST whoſe Forerunner he was: D 
In the Martyrs Days we Honour CHRIST 
whoſe Martyrs they were: In the Apoſtles Days 
we Honour CHRIST whoſe Eye- witneſſes FP 
they were; and in the Evangeliſts Days we Ho- 
nour CHRIST whoſe Chronicles they were. 


So that on all theſe Days we Glorifie GO DP, 
we Deiſie not Saints; (b) for they are not to be 


Honour'd with any Worſhip, eitherf Invoca- 
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(b) Sancti non ſervitute, ſed charitate honorandj IL 
mitatione non Adoratione. Durandus. . 
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I tion or Adoration, but only with Love, and the 
Charity of Imitation. 
Thanks to Almighty G O D for his Graces in 
"M8 them, particularly that they were made Inſtru- 
ments of Revealing to us CHRIST JESUS, 
and the Way of Salvation, as the Apoltles were 
by their Preaching throughout the World. 
"7 Thus are we oblig'd to Act only out of a Reli-, 
gious Obſervance to Chriſtian Diſcipline, and 
to expreſs our Reverence to GO D, 
Ways and Methods which he in his Incompre- 


We are to give hearty 


in thoſe 


henſible Wiſdom and Goodneſs hath preſcribd. 


* 
Vn 
"> EM 


— Holy in all manner of Converſation. There- 


fore let us Hallow theſe Days ſet apart for 


3 O D's Service, and ſuit the Air and Temper 


A of our Minds to the Occaſions of Joy and Sor- 


row. The Lord's Day being the Remembrance 
Pf a great Bleſſing, ok be a Day of Joy, Fe- 


1 ' ſtivity, Spiritual Rejoicing, and Thankſgiving. 
4 the Aſcenſion, the Deſcent 


And the Nativity, 
of the HOLY GHOST at Pentecoſt, and the 


No 1 Ji are Days which we are to keep in the So- 


gemn Worſhip of GOD, and in particular 


5. 3 Thbankſpiviog for that ſpecial Bleſſing we then 


1 member. Likewiſe thoſe Days that are ſet 


; Part in Memory of the Bleſſed Saints are to be 
Pent in meditating on thoſe Examples of holy 

Tite they have given us, and in ſtirring up our 
1 ſelves to the Imitation thereof. As alſo the 
| oh of Faſting and Humiliation we are to obſerve 
In ſuch manner as the Church directs, that! is, in 


5 3 hum- 


9 
x4 
"ly 
7 


AIs therefore the moſt Important Concern Aim the 
ol all, diligently to obſerve in a prudent man- vp 
ner theſe let · times and ſolemn Anniverſaries of e 
Devotion; for there is not one but is naturally 
1 productive of ſome peculiar Virtue, as the yre 10 be 
Wy ls Scheme together engages us to be Uni- kept. 


Faſts 


Church 


The INTRODucrioN. 


Con- 
cluſion 


from the 


Whole. 


humbling our ſelves before GO D, and confeſ- 
ſing our Sins; in ceaſing to do Evil, and learn- 
ing to do Vell; in exerciſing our ſelves in 
Works of Mercy, and in diſtributing our Bread 
to the Hungry ; in caſting off the Works of Dark- 
neſs, and putting on the Armour of Light. A 

AND now upon the Whole, Every Man 
Muſt needs acknowledge it a very great Mercy 
that we have theſe ſet-times Annually returning 
for the Dreſſing our Souls for Eternity. For a 


Man cannot after a State of Sin be inſtantly a 


Saint: The conſtant Habit of well-doing is not 
got without the Cuſtom of doing well; neither 
can Virtue be made perfect but by the manifold 


Works of Virtue often practiſed. Therefore 
GOD and his Church have appointed holy In- 
tervals, and have taken Portions of our Time 


for Religion, that we may be call'd off from the 


World, and remember the End of our Crea- 


tion; that we may do Honour to G OD, and 


has à Bein g. 


think of Heaven with hearty Purpoſes and per- 
emptory Deſigns to get thither. And whoever 


does uprightly ſet himſelf to make theſe Uſes of 
the ſeveral ä HO IL V- DAYS, will have Cauſe 


by the Benefit he ſhall find from them, to Mag- 


nifie, Praiſe, and Adore his G O D, while he 
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; 1 Morning. 
Pſalm 
. Proper. 


( VP 
L Le 
UPON Exod. 31. 


2. Mark 165. 


7 Evening. I Leſſ. 
447. 2 8 Rev. I. 


IME is a Circumſtance no leſs inſe- 
parable from Religious Actions than 
Place; for Man conſiſting, of a Soul 

4 and Body, cannot always he actually 

I engag'd in the Service of bis great Creator, 
4 L the happy Priviledge of the Bleſſed An 


5 Set- times 
Jong as we are loaded with Mortality, we mull neceſſary io 


; $4 orſhip GOD with reſpect to our preſent State, Religious 
and conſequently of Neceſſity have ſome definite Aen. 

| End particular Time to do it in. Nom that Man 

4 might not be left to a floating Uncertalaty in a 

latter of ſo great Importance, in all Ages and 
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20 Upon the Lords Day. 
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ctates of Nature to pitch upon ſome peculiar 
Seaſons, ſome ſolemn and ſtated Times, where- 
in to Aſſemble and Meet together to perform 
the Publick Offices of Religion. Of which, be- 


cauſe the Loxp's Dax challenges the Precedency 


of all the reſt, I ſhall begin firſt with that. And 


bath. | 
The Infti- THE Word Sabbath (a) in the Hebrew Lan- 


tut ion of 


the Jewiſh 


Sabbath. 


_ reſting from the Work of Creation, and to put 
them in mind of their Bondage in AÆAgypt, and of 


the £0 R D that ds la pepe, (kad 31.13.) 


_ diſtinguiſh them from all others. As GOD ſpake 
by AAoſes to the Iſraelites, Ferily my Sabbath ſhall 


laying aſide thoſe endleſs Controverſies, which 
have no Tendency either to make a Man wiſer 
or better, I ſhail only endeavour briefly to vin- 
dicate the Piety of the Day, and Validity of its 
Change from the Jewiſh to the Chriſtian Sab- 


guage ſignifies Reſt, and Ceſſation from Labour; 
it was inſtituted by GOD himſelf, and command- 
ed to be kept Holy by the Ancient People the 
Jews, in Commemoration of GOD's Sabbath, or 


GOD's miraculous Delivering of them from it. 
*T was alſo call'd a Sign and Covenant between 
GOD and that People, whereby to ſeparate and 


ye keep, for it is a Sign between me and you through- YN 
Out your G eheratichß, that ye may know that I am 8 


thereby leaving a Mark of Diſtinction upon the 


Jews, who were by this Means known to wor- 
ſhip that GOD whole Name was Jehovah, who 
made the World, and deliver'd them from the 
There was therefore a dou- 


Hands of Pharaoh. = 
ble Reaſon render'd by GOD, why the Jews 1 


-- 20 


(a) Hebs, NAY 3 Dies Quietis, quo Deus quievit ab 
opere Creations. | 1 
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TY Upon the Loꝛd's Day. 21 


ſhould keep that Sabbath which they did; one _The Rea- 
Special, as to a Seventh Day, to ſhew they wor- Its. 
ſhipped that GOD who was the Creator of the“ 10. 
World; the other Individual, as to that Se- 
venth Day, to ſignifie their Deliverance from 
the egyptian Bondage, from which that Se- 
venth Day was dated. 8 bo. 

NOW as the firſt Inſtitution of the Sabbath Mtituii- 
was by Divine Authority, ſo likewiſe is the od. Free 
Change of it. For as GOD reſted from his La- Sabbath. 


* bouron the laſt Day of the Week; ſo CHRIST 


reſted from all his Labour, Sorrows, and Afflicti- 


ons on this Day, in which he fully compleated 
the Work of our Redemption, and manifeſted 
it to be perfected by his Glorious Reſurrection 
from the Dead. So that ſince the Body of the 
Holy JESUS was laid in the Sepulchre on the Day 
of the Preparation, which was the Eve of the 
Sabbath, and continued there the whole Sabbath 
following, which was the Concluſion of that 
Week, the Obligation of the Day which was 
then the Sabbath, died, and was buried with 
him, but in a manner by a diurnal Tranſmuta- 
tion reviv'd again at his Reſurrection. Well 
2X might that Day, which carried with it a Re- 


membrance of that great Deliverance from the 
e/EgyptianServitude, reſign all the Sanctity or So- 


lemnity due unto it, when that Morning once 
appear d upon which a far greater Redemption 
was confirm'd. Thus the Obſervation of that 
Day which the Jews did ſanctifie, ceas d, and 
was buried with our SAVIOUR ; and inſtead 
thereof, the Religious Obſervation of that Day 
on which the Son of GOD roſe from the Dead, 
by the conſtant Practice of the Bleſſed Apoſtles, 
was tranſmitted to the Church of GOD, and ſa 
continued in all Ages. | 
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Antiquat- 


| ed Rite, 


25 : Upon the Lord's Day. 


FROM this Reſurrection of our Savious, and 
4 the conſtant Practice of the Apoſtles, this firſt 
1 Day of the Week came to have the Name of the 
Pay, and Lokb's Day. It is ſometimes indeed (eſpecial- 


why. ly by Faſtin Martyr and Tertullian) calld Sunday, 


becauſe it happen'd upoa that Day of the Week, 

= which by the Heathens was dedicated to the Sun, 
and why and therefore as being beſt known to them, the 
85 Fathers commonly made Uſe of it in their Apo- 
logies to the Heathen Governors. But the more 

proper and prevailing Name is kuRαν, or, Di- 

es Dominica, The Loxpd's Day, as tis call'd by 

St. John, who ſays of himſelf in the Revelation, 

(Rev. 1. 10.) J was inthe Spirit on the LORD's 


The Jew- DAY. So that the Fudaical Sabbath is now ut- 
iſh Sab- terly aboliſf'd, and repreſented under the Evan- 


bath an gelical State, as a Day equal with others, even 
a Shadow that was vaniſh'd away ;, and of no more 
Concern to us than their Circumciſion and Paſſo- 
ver, which Things were Shadows of good Things to 
come, (Col. 2.17.) and therefore to diſappear 
when they Actually were. N 


FROM the Reſurrection then of CHRIST the 


Fas Fre Seventh Day is number'd, and the Jewiſh Sab- 
Sabbath bath, as being only Typical and Circumſtantial, 


received in then expir'd. Accordingly we read of this 


5 Stead. Day's being honour'd not only with the ſtupen- 


dious Miracle of CHRIS T's Triumphant Return 
from the Dead, but alſo with his ſtrange Ap- 
pearances afterwards to Mary Magdalen and the 
other Women; then to the Two Diſciples 
going to Emmaus, and his Religious Aſſembling 
with them there. After that to the Diſciples 
at Jeruſalem, giving them on this Day Com- 
miſſion for Preaching the Goſpel, and planting 
of Chriſtianity. Again, the firſt Day of the 
Week was likewiſe had in great Veneration, and 
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was moſt religiouſly obſerv'd by the Apoſtles. (a) 
On this Day it was that they were met together 


3 when our SAVIOUR firſt appear'd to them, and 


ſo again the next Week after. On this Day they 


1 were Aſſembled when the HOLY GHOST ſo 


=? viſibly came down upon them, when Peter preach- 


tizing Three Thouſand Souls. Thus when St. Paul 
was taking his Leave at Troat, upon the firſt Day 
of theWeek, when the Diſciples came together 
* tobreak Bread, 
= crament,) he Preach'd to them, ſufficiently inti- 


1 ther obſervable in Relation to this Day, is, (b) 
that the Primitive Chriſtians always pray'd 


ö : might be put in mind both of their Fall by Sin, 
and their Reſurrection or Reſtitution by the 


1 Grace of CHRIST: That for ſix Days we pray 


upon our Knees (ſay they) is in Token of our 
Fall by Sin; but that on the Loxp's Day we do 
not bow the Knee, does ſymbolically repreſent 
our Reſurrection, by which through the Grace 
2X of CHRIST, we are deliver'd from our Sins, and 


- 
IP 


the Powers of Death. Now put but the Force 


E. of all the Premiſſes together, and they will cer- 


"= tainly amount to the full Proof of the Validity 


than the Sun does our ſublunary Splendors: For 
the ever- bleſſed JESUS hath ſanctiſied this Day 


— hn Mi: neem 


(4) Cave's Prim. Chriſt, 
(5) Loc. ſupr. citat. 


cd that Excellent Sermon, Converting and Bap- 


(i. e. to Celebrate the Holy Sa- 
mating that upon that Day twas their uſual Cu- 
ſtom to meet in that manner. And what is far- 


2 ſtanding, (as is affirm'd by Juſtin Marty and 
Tertullian) the Reaſon of which was, that they 


got the Chriſtian Sabbath. And indeed every The Vali- 
Circumſtance of it is ſo full of Argument and ay Theres 
Pemonſtration, that it needs no more a Proof . 
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der «par- as much, perhaps more Obligation to Praiſe 


doing ſo. ſince GOD has not only favour'd him with ſuch 


24  ConSiperaTIONS 


by his Reſurrection; and the A poſtles a d 
the Obſervation of it, both by "thee Writings 
and Uniform Practice; ; and therefore it hath 
ſuch an inviolable Stamp of Divinity upon it, 1 
that now it is no more alterable to the End of 1 
the World. 4 


6 


5 * Proffical Concluſi ons ( Goſpel. 
Rom. 15. th Luke 21. 
ver. 4 to ( From the ver. 24. to 


the 16. J Preceding Diſcourſe. <3 


GOP O Honour and Glorifie the great G ＋ th 
made the Heaven and Earth, as *tis the End of the I te 
25 whole, ſo is it the Duty and Priviledge of all 2 al 
ee the Rational and Intellectual Part of the Crea- 1 
tion. GOD indeed has made all things for his th 
Glory, and there is nothing ſo mean and deſpi- 
cable upon Earth, that does not carry in it the b 
Characters of the Divine Perfections. But Aan th 
(ho, tho? at preſent not ſo capable of an unin- 
terrupted Contemplation of the Divinity, as ſome # 

of the other Intellectual Orders are, who are T 

Man un- {cated near the Spring-head of Bliſs) yet he has 


ſgaieef and Adore his Maker, than any of them all; 
ſublime and tranſcendent Benefits as the Grace 
of Repentance, and the Honour of being Hypo- 
ſtatically united with the Divine A, &c. but 
has alſo placd him in ſuch a Sphere where he is 
the only Creature that can Actively pay Religi- 
ous Service to his great Creator and Benefactor. Y | 
Juſtly therefore does he require the Homage 
of our Adoration and Worſhip, and that we | 1 
ſhould ſet apart one Day in ſeven from all other 1 


ine 


E Imployments, to be ſpent in Contemplating, The 
Praiſing, and Adoring his Incomprehenſible 


—_— = — — 
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—— 


LORD's 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs ! The Almighty, when, he i 


he had finiſh's the firſt Creation, ordain'd the Religious 
ſeventh Day, as a Sabbath, or Day of Reſt, that Duties. 
all Created Nature might ſolemnly aſcribe to 
him the Reſplendent Glory of his Divine Attri- 
butes; but when he rais'd the Holy JESUS from 


the Dead, he made the firſt Day ſacred for his 


Service and Praiſe, there being the chiefeſt 1I- 
luſtration of his Perfections in that Bleſſed 
Work. In that the Divine Power appears in 
its Magnificence, and far more Glorious than in 
the Creation: For there is incomparably a grea- 
ter Diſparity between the Majeſty, Greatneſs, 
and Infiniteneſs of GOD, and the Meanneſs of 
Man, than between the whole World and No- 
thing. The Degrees of Diſparity between the 
World and Nothing are not actually Infinite, 
but between the moſt Excellent Creature and 
the Glorious Creator they are abſolutely Infi- 
2X nite. So that GOD is more pleas'd in the Con- 


templation of the New World, than of the Old. 


The latter by its extraordinary Magnificence 

has leſſen'd the Dignity of the former, as the 
greater Light obſcures the leſs : Therefore the 

Sabbath is chang'd into the Loxy's Day. So 


that that Man muſt be ſtupid even to a Prodigy, 
that is unaffected with this Glorious Mercy, 


wherein he may always diſcover new Cauſe of 
XZ Admiration ! Since then the great Deſign of 
our Bleſſed SAVIOUR's dying for our Sins, and 
riſing again from the Dead on this Day, was to 
= advance our Natures to ſuch a ſublime Degree 
of Purity and Perfection as is requiſite to capa- 
x citate us for the Enjoyment of a Heavenly Bliſs, 
it will be very ſeaſonable to conſider wherein 


the 


— — 
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lk — ord 5 
5 3 due Sanctification of the Loxy's Day con- 7 
i iſts. | Bo, | 1 
1 Reading 1. IN the Firf. Place, The Sanctification of 
| the Holy the Lorv's Day doth conſiſt in reading the Ho- 
1 Scrip- ly Scriptures. And it is plain that the great 
| tures. Deſign of writing them was to inſtru& Men in 
= the Knowledge, and perſwade them to the Pra- 
* ctice of true Religion; for thus of the Scrip- 7 
if tures of the Old Teſtament, St. Pau tells us, 
bh That whatſoever Things were written afore- time, 
it were written for our Learning, (Rom. 15. 4.) And 
1 as for the New Teſtament, we are told that it 
1 was written, that we might believe that FESUS is 
7 the CHRIST the Son of GOD, and that believing we 
4 might have Life thro his Name, (Jo. 20.31.) Theſe 
= are Ends for which the Holy Scriptures were 
l written, and therefore they are worthy our 
| moſt ſerious Thought and Application. But to 
is incite us to the conſtant Uſe of theſe Divine O- 
 . raoles of Truth on this bleſſed Day, let us far- 
1 ther conſider thoſe Excellencies, which will 
. render it moſt deſirable. And firſt, If Wiſ- 
| dom be an inviting Propoſal to Humanity; the 
oh Apoſtle tells us, that the Goſpel contains all the 
5 Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, It acquaints 
9 us with that ſupream Felicity, that chief Good 
"i  __ whereof Philoſophy could only give us a Name; 
| ad and it ſhews us the Means, marks us out a Path 
i which will infallibly lead us to it. The Goſpel 
1 is likewiſe call'd a marvellous Light, (I Pet. 2. 9.) 


upon the Account of the Sublimity and Great- 
neſs of the Object it diſcovers; which is no leſs 
than the higheſt Deſign of the Eternal Wiſdom, 
the moſt Glorious Work of the great GOD. In 
the Creation his Foot-ſteps appear ; in our Re- 
demption his Image; in the Law his Juſt ice and 
Holineſs; but in the Goſpel all his * 

1 ine 


Por the Ln 5 Dar. 


n- 8 mine forth in their greateſt Luſtre ! and there- 


fore without it the moſt refin'd and aerial Spe- 
of | culations are totally inſignificant. Again, if 


o- 1 Kepuration be deſirable, we cannot take a more 


at — Courſe to acquire it, than by 

A | ſearching the Scriptures, Solomon tells us, The 
7 Wiſe Nl inherit Glory, ( Prov. 3. 38.) And the 
p- N Woman is prais'd in the Gate. (Prov. 


is, 31. vlt.) Nay this Bleſling is extended even be- 
16, Zyond Life : The very Memory of the Fuſt ſhall be 
id Hr (Prov. 10. 7.) Nor does the Goſpel eva- 


q LS this Promiſe z but rather informs us the 
ag We of having, it made good to us, by adviſing 
us to abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, (1 The 
4 ite Sight of GOD, but alſo in the Sight of Men. 
j 5 10 2 Cor. 8.21.) Andi in a Word, if the Immenſe 
; | Glories, and tranſcendent Felicities of a never- 
3 Faw Crown can engage our Affections, The 

1 Holy Writ aſſures us, that they are 
in the World above, for the Reception of all 


1 or Glory, and Honour, und Immortality, and Eter- 
1 2 Life. ( Rom. 2. 7 . bees wet are 


3 Erich means him ſo . Good, 


cording to the Dignity of his Nature; and inthe 
next World to have that Nature ſublimated and 
exalted, made more capacious of thoſe Refin d 
and incomprehenſible Joys, which there awalt 


4 Doubtleſs it muſt needs be of vaſt Advantage to 


5. 22.) and to provide for honeſt things, not only in 


; 9 rg who by patient Continuance in well-doing ſeek. 


which — 
ſigns to make him live here generouſly, and ac- 


4 thoſe who will qualifie themſelves for them. 
Noe py in ſeven — from the . 
ing 


 ConSipeRaTIONS 


ing our ſelves with the Divine Treaſures, and 
furniſhing our Minds with an Improveable Stock 
of Evangelical Knowledge. And if we would 
thus ſpend our Loxy's Day, we ſhould experi- 


mentally find the Holy Scriptures to be the moſt 7 


Valvable Writings in the World : They would 


ſoon become the Matter of our moſt pure and 


Publick 
Prayer, 


chaſt Delight, and we ſhould think we could 


never fully enough underſtand them, or deep- * 


ly enough imprint them upon our Hearts and 


Memories. They would fortifie our Reſoluti- 
ons, and make our Graces more vigorous ; and 


whereas the Jews were to gather Manna enough 


on their Sixth Day, to feed their Bodies on the = 
enſuing Sabbath, ſo we ſhould gather Manna 
enough upon our Chriſtian Sabbath, to feed and 


ſtrengthen our Souls all the Six Days after. 


2. BUT Secondly, A great and principal Part 
of the Sanctification of the Lord's Day doth 
_ conſiſt in the Public Worſhip of GOD; for this 
hath been ever accounted the indiſpenſable pro- 
per Employment of a Sabbath. Becauſe (in the 
Language of an Excellent Writer) no Part ot 
Divine Worſhip doth ſo much Expreſs and Ad- 
vance GOD's Glory, nor ſo directly tend to 
Man's Good as Publick Prayer; in which we 


make the moſt univerſal ſolemn Acknowledg- 


ments of our Obligations unto, and Dependance 
upon, the Supreme LORD of all the World; and 
by which all the Servants of GOD in all Times, 
Places, and Circumſtances, do with Heart and | 


Voice, by common Conſent (a) reveal their 


— „ 
— _—_ — — — * '» — * 


(4) Publica eſt nobis & communis oratio, & quando 1 
oramus, non pro uno, ſed pro toto populo oramus; quia 


totus populus unum ſumus. Cyprian. 
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For the Lory's Day. 


Wants, and obtain Supplies for them. So that 
we may call this the Life and Soul of Religion, 
the Anima Mundi, that univerſal Soul which 
qvickens, unites, and moves the whole Chri- 
ſtian World. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory (a) unani- 
# mouſly accords to tell us how punctual and zea- 
lous the Primitive Chriſtians were to ſanQtfie 
this Day with their publick Devotions : Who 
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5 
7 


therefore did not think it enough to Read and 


= ſcience of Appearing in the Publick Aſſemblies; 
from which nothing but Sickneſs and abſolute 
Neceſſity did ever detain them, and never with- 
Xx out great Sorrow. We come together (ſays 
Tertullian) unto GOD, that being banded as 
ZZ *'twere into an Army, we may beſiege him with 
our Prayers and Petitions; a Violence which 


the Almighty. Agreeably hereunto, the great 
Convert St. Az5in, highly values the Privi- 
2X ledge of GOD's Houſe, becauſe there he finds 
YA himſelf fortified and encouraged by the great 
Examples of holy Men, his Prayers {trengthend 
by the Concurrence of all good People; there 
XX he is under the Publick Diſpenſations of the 
Means of Grace and Knowledge, the very Plain- 
gneſs and Simplicity of which he admires more 


or Subtilty of Philoſophy, to which every thing 
ſeem' d flat and inſipid before. And add to all 


oo made for thoſe who frequent the Pblict Worſhip. 


e 


A 


Pray, and Praiſe GOD at Home, but made Con- 


= without Doubt is very pleaſing and grateful to 


this the Excellency of that Proviſion, which is 


© 


— 


(a) Cave's Prim. Chriſt. 


than all the Greek or Roman Eloquence of Speech, 


All Churches in the World have, and ever The Ex. 
had Forms of Prayer, (as a Learned Commen- cellen:y of 
K tator on the Liturgy diſcourſes.) Yet none was the Litur- 


Gai 
ever 17 Thu 


rated. 
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primitive; its Ceremonies ſo few and innocent, 6 
that moſt of the Chriſtian World agree in 


ever bleſſed with ſo Comprehenſive, ſo Ex- 
« a&, and fo Inoffenſive a Compoſure ; which 


« is ſo Fudiciouſly contriv'd, that the Wiſeſt 
* may exerciſe at once their Knowledge and De- 
© yotion; and yet ſo plain, that the moſt Igno-; 


* rant may pray with Underſtanding: So ful, 
© that nothing is omitted, that is fit to be ask'd 


„in Publick; ſo particular, that it compriſes 
© moſt things which we would pray for in pri- 


vate; and yet ſo ſhort, as not to tire any that 
© have true Devotion. Its Doctrine is Pure and 


them; its Method is exact and natural; its 
Language is ſignificant and perſpicuous, moſt 


of the Words and Phraſes being taken out of 
„Holy Scripture, and the reſt are the Expreſſi- 
* ons of the firſt and beſt Ages: So that who- 


Sever takes Exceptions at theſe, muſt quarrel 


with the Language of the HOLY GHOST, or 
ce fall out with the Church in her greateſt Inno- 


 **cence. All this muſt needs demonſtrate the 


. N 


Family 
Prayer. 


Realonableneſs of our conſtant Attendance on 
Publick Worſhip, and eſpecially on the Lonp's 
Day, ſince the Liturgy it ſelf thus appears in 
its Native Majeſty and Luſtre; and ſince the 
Uſe of it is ſo apparently Ad vantageous to Man- 
kind. Let us then conſtantly ſet apart this bleſ- MF 
led Day which the LORD hath made, for the Pub- 
lick Worſhip and Adoration of him that made it. 
Then we ſhall experience that the firſt Day of ⁶ 


the Week in GOD's Houſe is inconceivably bet- 


ter to us, than all the Days of the Week in any 
other Place, or about any other Imploy ment. 
3. BUT to proceed Thirdly, It is the Duty of 
every Perſon in order to the Sanctification of the 
Lorv's Day, never to omit ſpending ſome time 
| in 
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0 Religions Worſhip in the Family ; ; where all 
that are Members of it may joyn in their com- 
ft mon Supplications. A Chriſtian Family ſhould 
e- be the Epitome of a Church; and every Maſter 
or Governor thereof, is indiſpenſably bound to 
1 keep up the Eſteem and Practice of Religion in 
it. He is ſet as a Warchmay over his Family, 
and ought as Jealouſſy to obſerve the Approach 
of any Vice towards it, as a Cent inel does that 
3F of an Enemy. Joſhia undertakes no leſs for the 
ad = rien of his Honſhold than himſelf, As for me 
it, and my Houſe, we will ſerve the L ORD, ( Joſh. 24. 
in 15. ) And ſure 'tis but reaſonable, 'that where 
its we our ſelves owe an Homage, we ſhould make 
oſt Z all our Dependents acknowledge the ſame. Be- 


hen we entertain a Servant, we take the whole 


Evil appear a piece of enormous Unfaithful- 
meſs to neglect this Charge, by ſuffering his 
4 Poul, the moſt precious Part of him, to periſh. 
If then we think our ſelves in juſtice bound to 
feed and cloath the Body of our Child or Ser- 
ant, (the Body which within a few Days, in 
ZZDeſpight of all our Care and Pains, will diſſolve 
into Inſenſibility and Rottenneſs) certainly we 
muſt think it infinitely more unjuſt to be regard- 
| 4 of that Immortal Being within him, which 

ꝑzmuſt be the Subject of an Everlaſting Happineſs 


cate our Families in Religion, and to implore 


et. MXGOD' Pardon for all the Errors of their Lives 
ny | Fal, we deny them the moſt neceſſary Thing in 
7 The World, even that which is the Food and 
of | Raymeat of their Souls : without which they 
the 1 annot live, but muſt neceſſarily ſtarve and fa- 
me im for ever. And if ſo, LORD! What os: 


B ſides, 'tis highly unjuſt to do otherways, for 


Perſon into our Care and protection, and then 


3 or Miſery. For by neglecting to Inſtru and Edu- 


CONSIDERATIONS 


ful Account ſhall we have to give when we come 
to appear at the great Tribunal? where the 
Blood of our Children and of our Servants Souls 
ſhall joyn with our own Perſonal Guilt, to cry 
aloud for Vengeance againſt us. Wherefore 
let us take heed in time, and rejoice, and be ex- 
ceeding glad that we have one Day in ſeven ſet 
apart, and diſengag'd from ſecular Affairs, 
wherein we may employ our Time in Worſhip- 
Ding and Adoring our great Creator, not only 
in the Publick Aſembly of his Saints, but with all 
thoſe that are round about us; wherein we may 
enlighten the Minds of thoſe committed to our 7 
Charge, with all thoſe Principles of Religion, 
which are neceſlary to conduct them to Eternal 
Happineſs. VVV 
4. BUT we muſt know in the Fourth Place, 


that Family Devotion, tho' of Excellent Effect, 1 
cannot commute for the Omiſſion of Private or 
Secret Prayer: For therein likewiſe doth the i 
SanQiſication of the Loxp's Day conſiſt: For 
the d-dicating part of a Day to the Almighty, M 
is not ſuch a Savbath as GOD requires; but it is 


an Attendance on his Worſhip and Service, the 


whole Day in proper Seaſons, willingly loſing 
no Opportunity, and ſedulouſly redeeming and 
contriving to multiply and lengthen them from 


early to late, as we are wont to do on our ſix 


Days of Labour, without defrauding . GOD of 5 


any part of his time, who has reſerv'd fo little 
for himſelf. For it would be a very unbecom- | 
ing Partiality, to make long Days in ſerving ! 


our ſelves, and but ſhort ones for the Service of #1 
GOD. Beſides, Prayer is the PowerfullEngine 
by which we draw down Bleſſings; *tis the Key WM 
which lets us into the Immenſe Store-Houſe of 
the Almighty ; nay, *tis that upon which the 3W.<! 
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"To the Lord? 5 Day, N 33 


© Succeſs I all our Actions depends: And chen 
| certainly we cannot think much of employing 
one Day in ſeven in this ſo Advantageous, To 
0 Bopcnebie an Employment. For if the Ex- 
pence of Time be (as the Philoſopher ſaid) maxu- 
precious Expence that 


Converſing with the great King of Heaven ald 


Earth? Such a Converſation tends to make our 
. 3 Faces ſhine like that of Moſes; and to transform 
F zus into the Divine Likeneſs from Glory to 


For this Day being a Swing. 


Land if our Sabbath be Typical of Heaven, and the 


Work of the Sabbath repreſents to us the ever- 


Aladin Work of thoſe Glorious Spirits, how 
can it better be perform'd than when we are 


© Y chanting forth Anthems of Praiſe? Surely that 


Z which is ſo much the Employment and Buſineſs 
© of Heaven, ought highly to be valued upon 
Earth ; arid what the Angels eſteem ſo Divine a 
Service, onght to have a great Share in the De- 
votions of Men. Methinks it ſhould be a moſt 
| tranſporting Delight to us to be employ'd in 
the Praiſe of that great and glorious GOD, by 
} whoſe inexhauſtible Fountain of Goodueſs we 


enjoy all the Bleſſings of Life, and by whoſe 


Omnipotent Agency, we are preſerved from 
ſinking into our Original Nothing. The Mer- 

cles beſtowed upon all the World! in one Day, 
C ( wy. 


Wl 'FIET HLY, Another Duty wherein the Praiſe ard 
I = JSangifcatien of the Loty's Day doth conliſt, is Thankf- 
XZ Praiſe and Thankſgiving, 
*Z Feſtival unto GOD, a Dar of Spiritual Joy and 
SGladneſs, how can we better teſtifie our Joy 
than by Praiſe and Exchariſt ? The holy Angels 
I and Spirits of Juſt Men in Heaven, are ſaid to 
Y fl ng Eternal Hallelujahs unto the great King; 


wth | 
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the Lord's 1) Szcrament of the LOR D's Supper a This is an 


(fays an Eminent Writer) are above Human 
Arithmetick, and the Bleſſings which one ſingle 
Man enjoys in the whole Courſe of his Life, do 
tranſcend the Bounds of Numeration; what an 
Amazing Sum therefore would all the Mercies 
make, which all Men in all Ages have received! 
The Infinite and Inconceiveable Myriads com- 
mand us into Silence and Adoration, and it is 
the Employment of Angels and glorified Souls 
to enumerate them in the Regions of Eternity; 
yea, and Heaven it ſelf ſcems to be deſign'd on 
| Purpoſe, that we might ſupply the Defe& of 
our Imperfe& Earthly Praiſes, and fully give 7 
Glory to GOD for all the Acts of his Goodneſs, = 
which will require an everlaſting Duration to 
recount them. So that we now perceive, that 
the moit Ample and Glorious Praiſes that poor 
Mortals can give him, are incomparably hort 
of what is owing, to his Infinite Excellencies and 
Perfections; the moſt thankful Acknowledg- 7 
ments we can make him, are but poor Compoſi- 
tions for thoſe vaſt Sums which we owe to his 
ſtupendious Bounty and Liberality. But not- 
withſtanding our gracious GOD is pleas'd with 
a thankful Heart, and this, (tho? a poor Requi- i 
tal for his UnparaleN'd Bounty,) is well accept- 
ed by that independent Being, who is eſſentially = 1 
Happy in himſelf. (2) Therefore, Praiſe the 
. Lord, O my Soul ! and forget not all his Benefits. 
Celebra- 6. L AST LY, Another important Duty, 
tion of the wherein the Sanctification of the Loxp's Dar 
ohn Sa. doth conſiſt, is the Celebration of the moſt Ho- 


crament of 
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(4) Plurima & maxima heneficia in nos Deus confert Mt © 
fine ſpe recipiendi, quoniam nec ille collato eget, nec 8 
nos ei quidquam conterre poſſumus. Senec. de Benef. 3 
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2 SAVIOUR, for the improving and furthering us 
in our Chriſtian Warfare, which were it fre- 
—* quented with that wiſe and due Preparation 
that it ought to be, would doubtleſs be highly 
lnſtrumental to reform the World, and to give 

new Life to Piety and Virtue. ” 
= Euchariſt being by all juſtly accounted the high- 
7 eſt of DivineOrdinances,conſequently thoſe who 
think of no Preparation inthe other, yet have 
ſome general Impreſſions of the neceſlity of it 
in this; ſo that were there no other Benefit de- 
*Zriv'd from it fave that which the Preparation 
= implies, twere very conſiderable. 
us to a Recollection (as the Elegant Author of 
the Whele Duty of Man diſcourſes) fixes our in- 
= definite Purpoſes of ſearching and trying our 
Ways, which elſe perhaps we ſhould infinitely 
diefer, ſtops our Career in Sin, and by acquaint- 


For the holy 


It brings 


ing us with our ſeives, ſhews us where our 


Danger lies, and how we are to avert it; what 
Hreaches are made in upon our Souls, and how | 
wie mult repair them; all which are but ſeldom | 
thought of, but when the time of Communicat- 
2 But this is not all the Advan- 
tages the holy Euchariſt affords; it contains yet 


greater and more intrinſick Benefits, (in the 


Language of the ſame Excellent Author) *tis a 
= Spring of aſſiſting Grace alſo; *Tis a Magazine 
of Spiritual Artillery to fortifie us againſt all A. 
faults of the Devil, the great Catholicon for all 
the Maladies of our Souls, that which (if duly 
received) will qualifie us to make St. Paus 
Boaſt, 7 can do all Things thre” CHRIST which 
XZ ſtrengthens me. (Phil. 4 13.) In a Word, 'tis to 


us whatever we need, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 


277 SanQtification, and Redemption, becauſe it poſ- 


G-2 feſſes 
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feſſes us of him who is ſo. (1 Cor. 1. 31.) So 
that whenever we neglect it, we manifeſtly be- 
tray our own Intereſt, and do implicitly chuſe 
Death, whilſt we thus run from Life. es 
je Con- THUS we ſee there is a Concurrence of al! 
cluſion. ſorts of Arguments for the Sanctification of the 7 
Lokp's Day, and therefore let us reſolve to 
ſpend it in the diligent Practice of all theſe ſub- 
ſtantial Parts of Religion. Let us repreſent to 
our Minds the tranſcendently Glorious Attri- 
butes of the Almighty, conſpicuouſly diſplay'd 

in the Frame, Order, and Government of the 7 
World; his Aﬀoniſhing Power which erected „ 
this great and admirable Structure; his Incom- J. 
prehenſible Wiſdom, which preſerves it in a 2 »: 
conſtant Harmony; and his Immenſe Goodneſs, $5 
which hath ſo carefully provided for the vari- r/ 
ous Neceſlities, Delights, and Comforts of its d 
Innumerable Inhabitants. But above all, let us C 
return moſt humble and hearty Thanks (as tnje /- 
= Wiſdom of our Church directs us) for his Ineſti- 6 
| 0 muable Love in the Redemption of the World by our u 
hl | Lonp Jesus CnrisT, for the Means of Grace, and  n: 
1 or the Fopes of Glory. Thus if we endeavour to /p 
5 ſanctiſie the Loxv's Day, the LORD will ſancti- 7 
fie his Day, and his Ordinances unto us, and b - 
them convey ſo much Joy and Comfort into our 5. 
Souls, that they ſhall be a temporary Heaven 
unto us, and fit us for that Eternal Sabbath, 
where we ſhall continually give Praiſe and Glo- 
ry unto him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and 
to the Lamb for ever and ever. | | 
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The PAL ER. 


The PRAVER. 


ALMIGH TY and moſt Glorious LORD 


16 GOD ! Infinitely Great! and Infinitely Ho- 
o 0 I Praiſe, I Magniſie, J Adore thy Divine Ma- 
b- Þ jeſty for all theſe ſtupendious Benefirs thou haſt be- 
to ſtowed upon me thy poor unworthy Servant. Parti- 
i- = cularly for Creating me after thine own Divine I- 
0 == mag e, and providing all things en Earth for 


he De and Suſt enance. For preſerving me through all 
ed * various Accidents of Life, and giving me an 


n- = Immortal Soul capable of living eternally i in ; thy Glo- 
A I +1024 Preſence. But above all, O thou overflowing 
ſs, 7 Spring of endleſs Love! how ſhall I worthily celebrate 
i- 1 fe E Praiſe for thine ineſtimable Mercy in the Re- 


its demption of the World, by our LonpD IESus 
us Cunisr? O that it were in my Power to make ſome 
de 1 e Return, for Love which paſſes not my Thanks 
Fe only, but even my Knowledge ! Ol that myWays were 
pur made ſo direct that my whole Life might be one conti- 
mad nud Act of Gratitude and Obedience! Ol that I could 
to z ſpend the remaining part of my Days in Prayers and 
di- Praiſes, and thankfiil Commemorat ions of the Myſte- 
by 8 rious Methods of Man's Hedemption; that moſt ſtu- 


1 


ur are, moſt Fon ienee, and ever laſting Monu- 


en nente the Divine Merc 'y! Bleſſed GOD ! do thou 
tl, nm from this very Moment poſſe '[s my whole Heart, pre- 


= /ide over every Faculty, direct my Underſtanding, 
= cxalt my Affections, and quench the Thirſt of my 
| longing Soul, with thoſe tranſporting Rivers of Plea- 
ſure, which flow at thy right Hand for ever- 
more. For how Pure, O LORD ! how Sweet, how 
Exquiſite are the Plea! res which thou haſt pre pared 
for them that love thee? Ne Tongue can wort hi- 
| ty ex preſs. the wondrous Joys, and rar hing Extacies, 
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The PR AV ER. 


which fill thoſe Pious Souls enflam'd with the Lov , 1 


and employ'd iu the Contemplation of thee, my GOD! 
But ſince I am not at preſent capable of Honour- 


ing thee in the ſame manner as thy Bleſſed Saints 
above, in Uninterrupted Anthems of Praiſe I will © 
do what Mortality is capable of, and joyn my Heart © 


and Voice with thoſe whom thou haſt already admitted 


to thy Glorious Kingdom, in Hymns of Joy and Eu- 
chariſt : Saying, with all the C ompany of Heaven, 


Glory to the Father, whoſe Wiſdom Created me; 
Glory to the Son, whoſe Love Redeemed me; Glory 


to the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Graces ſanftified me ; 
Glory to the Almighty and Undivided Trinity, 
whoſe Works are inſeparable, and Dominion without 
End. To thee belongs Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, 
and Honour and Bleſſing ;, and therefore all Honour, 


2 


and Power, and Thanks, and Praiſe be unto thee C 


LORD moſt high! for Ever and Exer. Amen. 


The ColLEcr. 


BLESSED LORD! which haſt caus'd ali holy 


*- Scriptures to be written for our Learning: Grant 
that I may in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digeſt them, that by Patience and Com- RF 
fort of thy holy Word, 1 may embrace and ever hold 
faſt the bleſſed Hope of Everlaſting Life, which thou 


haſt given me in my LORD and Saviour JESUS H 


CHRIST. A. 


39 


Morning. 
1 Leſſ. 


uon 

3 | Ep. of Fud. 
| Advent Suxvay. | Forms: 
Evening. | 1 Leſi. 


Eu- 57. 98. Iſa. 2. 


D! Morning. 
ur- Palms“ 
nts Proper, 
wil“! 29. 96. 


ne; T ls Day begins the Holy Time of (a) Ap- Apvent 
ty, VENT; a Time wherein the Church Sunday, 
ho¹ỹ calls upon all the Faithful to prepare for the Ce- the _ | 
ing, lebration of the great Feſtival of Chriſtmas now ereof. 
approaching. lt is then we renew the Memory of 
e CHRIS T's Birth, and are to acknowledge with 1ſt be 
the higheſt Joy and Gratitude the Infinite Mercy enrerrain'd 
of our Redemption; on which Mercy our ever- with Foy. 
Z laſting Well-being depends. And that we may be 
truly ſenſible how much it is our Intereſt to make 
gan Advantage of it, the Church at this Seaſon 
holy calls us off from the buſie Aſpirings of ſecular 
8 Greatneſs, and lays before us the Terrors of 
the laſt and general Jndoment, particularly ad- 
moniſning us of our LORD's Judicial Apvenrt. 
Ot which great and fundamental Article of our 
Faith I ſhall endeavour to give a brief Account. 
= THERE is no one Propoſition more fre- % 
quently and plainly aſſerted in Holy Seripture, Aue 
than that our SAVIOUR ſhall Judge the World. aer 1. 
But before he actually appears, he will give ita a | 
fearful Warning of his Coming, by hanging out 
to its Publick View a great many terrible Signs 
and SpeRacles ; for thus St. Jerom tells us of an 
| C 4 An- 
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(2) £6 cal'd, Ab Adventu Domini in Carnem. 
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"Upon 7 Advent Sund av. 


The Signs Ancient Tradition of the Jewiſh r that 
and Fore- for fifteen Days together before the general 


runners 


thereof. 


Judgment, there ſhall be tranſacted upon the 
Stage of Nature a continued Scene of fearful 
Signs and Wonders; The Sea ſhall ſwell to a 
prodigious Height, The Heavens ſhall eccho 
with Thunder, The Earth ſhall groan under 


hideous Convulſions, and be ſhaken with Quoti- 
dian Earth-quakes; The Moon ſhall eject Pur- 


ple Streams of diſcolour'd Light, The San ſhall 
be cloath'd in a diſmal Darkneſs, and the Stars 
ſhall ſhriok in their Light; The Air ſhall blaze 
with portentous Comets, and the whole Frame 


of Nat ure like a Funeral-Room ſhall be all hung 


round with Mourning, and with Enſigns of Hor- 
rour! In the Cloſe of theſe dreadful Alarms, 


The nan - our SAVIOUR will deſcend in Perſon from 


ner of our 


SAVI- 
OUR's 


thoſe high Habitations of Inacceſſible Light, 
cloath'd in that Celeſtial Body which he now 


Appearance Wars at the Right Hand of of GOD; beſides which 


0 Judg- bright and luminous Body of Pure and Immacu- 


ment. 


late Splendour, 


the Scripture tells us, that he 
ſhall alſo come in the Glory of his Father, which 


being added to the Natural Brightneſs and Lu- 


ſtre of his own Glorified Body, will cauſe him 
to out-ſhine the S, and drown all the Lights 
of Heaven in the conquering Brightneſs of his 
Appearance. His Retinue will conſiſt of Innu- 


merable Myriads of Saints and Angels, and of 


Ten-Thouſand Thouſands of the Spirits of Juſt 
Men inade Perfect, to miniſter to him in this 
great Tranſaction, Then will he mount his 
Throne in Majeſty, (What this Throne is, or 
where it ſhall be plac'd, we are not told; but 
the moſt probable Conjecture is, that it will be 
a vaſt Body of luminous ether condenſed into 
the Form of a THEN? and rad jant eee plac'd 


in 
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ia the Region of the Air, at a convenient Di- 
ſtance from the Earth, (as ſome think) over- 
22 againſt Mount Oliver, the Place from whence he 
XZ Aſcended, j whither all People, Nations, and Lan-Who are to 
guages ſhall be gather'd before him to give an* judged. 
Account of their Actions, and to receive their 
everlaſting Doom. Tho' tis plain from Scrir- 
ture they are not to be jagd promiſcuouſly one 
T- among another as they come, but the Sheep are 
all to be ſeparated from the Goat, the Righteous 
rs from the Victed, and to be tried and ſentenc'd 
ze apart from one another. N 5 
ne IN which Separation the Precedency will be 74. Fudg- 
ng given to the Righteous, who are to be judg'd firſt ;ment of 
T- they will be ſummon'd by the Sound of a Trum- the 
is, pet proceeding from the Arci- Angels Mouth — 
and together with this mighty Voice or Trump, 
there will proceed from CHRIST a Divine 
Power, even his Holy Spirit, by which he rais'd 
=Z himſelf from the Dead, by whoſe Omaipotent 
Agency all thoſe holy Reliques of the Bodies of 
his Sainte, which are now ſcattered about the 
XZ World, ſhall be gather'd up, re-united, and 
= re-organtz'd into Glorious Bodies; every drow- 
= {y Atome of corrupted Fleſh will be awak'd and 
= rally'd into its own Body capable to re- admit its 
long departed Sol; for ſo the Apoſtle attributes 
the KReſurrection of the Body to the HOLY GHOST; 
For if the Spirit of him that raisd up FESUS from 
the Dead dwell in us, he that rais'd up CHRIST 
L from'the Dead, (hall alſo quicken our Mortal Bo- 
dies by bis Spirit that dwelleth in ws, (Rom 8. 11.) 
The old Materials of their Bodies being thus 
re- united and reform'd, by the Powerful Ener- 
gy of the HOLY GHOST, accompanying the 
Sound of the Arch- Angel's Trump; thoſe Saintly 
Spirits, which Anciently inhabited them, ſhall 
JW SO Fn = | every 
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every one re-enter its own proper Body, ang 
Animate it with Immortal Vigour and Attivi- 
ty: And whilſt the dead Saints are thus ariſing, c 
thoſe who ſhall then be alive, ſhall by the ſame "mz 
Omnipotent Power be Chang'd, Transform'd, 1 
and Glorified 7 the Twinkling of an Eye ! which | 2 
Fears 85 being tranſacted, they ſhall all be gather'd to- 
yon ue. gether before this Glorious Tribunal, to onder- | 4 
© go a Merciful Trial. Here ſhall the Glorious | W 
Company of the Apoſtles, the Goodly Fellowſhip of the 
Prophets, the Noble Army of Fry avis the Holy 9 
Church throughout all the World, both Militant and 
Triumphant, meet, and in one entire Body 
preſent themſelves before their Bleſſed Redeemer, 
Their to undergo an Impartial Trial of their Deeds, © bl 
Trial. that fo they may receive a Reward proportio- 0 
nable to them. So the Righteozs will be Try'd . 
as well as the Wicked, becauſe the Almighty . 


Judge will diſtribute different Degrees of Hey- 3 1 
pineſs, according to the different Degrees of Po 
Perfection to which their reſpective Souls have FR 
1 arriv'd. Not but that the darkeſt Secrets of all * 
FR Hearts lie open to the All-ſeeing Eye! but yet ar 
1 for other Reaſous the Righteous will W bu 
i Trial as well as the Wicked. As for Inſtance, te 
The Juſt J«dge will publickly vindicate their * 


_— wrong'd Innocence, and cauſe them to Triumph © Cc 
.  \_ for ever in a Bright and Glorious Reporting. 'F 
4 notwithſtanding all the Infamy and Scandal! as 
wherewith they have been Aſpers'd by their II 
Malicious Enemies: And likewiſe all thoſe 1) 
Brave and unaffected Acts of ſecret Piety and tt! 
Charity, to which none but GOD and themſelves I. 
were conſcious, will be brought into open | 3 It 
Light, and expos'd to the Publick View and P 
General Applauſe of Saints and Angels. And | 1 EP 
this will. greatly contribute to the Joe and ly < 
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Comforts of that Day, and will be ſo great an 
Inluſtration of the Divine Goodneſs, that it will 
Cauſe the whole Congregation of the Bleſſed, Ad- 
miring'y to behold the Infinite Extent of his 
Incomprehenſible Love; and to be deeply at- 
fected with, and vigorouſly excited to Cele- 
brate with Songs of Praiſe the Goodneſs of their 
All- merciful Judge. So that having proclaim'd 
their Integrity to their Everlaſting Renown 
*Zthroughout all the vaſt Aſſembly of Spirits, He 
will ariſe out of his Throne of Glory, and ſay _ 
and to thoſe on his Right-band, * Come ye Bleſſed Chil- Their Sen- 
dy 23 aren of my Father, Inherit the Ring dom prepared tence. 
ner, for you from the Beginning of the World, Their 
eds, hleſſed Judge thus pronouncing them Bleſſed, 
tio. they will doubtleſs all immediately reſound a 
yd Joyful Choir of Hallelujahs through Heaven and 
Farth, and being fill'd with a rapturous Love, 


Jap- will cry out, Allelujab, Salvation, and Glory, and 

of Power be to the LORD our GOD, for True and 

ave Kighteous are his Judgments! Salvation be unto our 

f all LORD that ſitteth on the Throne, For Wonderful 

yet © are thy Works, O LORD GOD Almighty ! Juſt 

70 a and True are thy Ways, O thou King of Saints! At- 

ace, ter this manner will their Praiſes be reverberat- 

heir ed throughout the Heaven,, their Felicity being 

nph compleat from that very Moment to all Eterni- 

ion, ty. Their Bodies will be as Vigorous and Active 

gas their Souls, as Nimble and Expedite as their 
Thoughts and Wiſhes, and fo they will inſtant- Their A.. 
= iy take Wing, and mount the Heavens, where ſumption 
they will quench their Thirſt, and ſatisfie their #70 Hea- 
lves IF lufinite Deſires, with the free and eaſie, buten 
=X itil! freſh Diſcoveries of the Infinite Glories and 
Perfections of their great Creator. Their Ap- 
brehenſions will be render'd fo Unſpeakably 
Quick and Sagacious, that they will ealily dit- 
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cern the Dependance and Connexion of Things, 
without any puzling Diſcourſe, or laborious 
Deduction. And their Underſtandings being 
thus Invigorated and Exalted, they will peruſe 
that Infinite Volume of the Divine Being and 
Perfections, with Admirable Complacency 
and Delight! And this will cauſe them to Chant 
forth their Praiſes without Intermiſſion or Di- 
ſtraction of Thought. And now how Exquiſite- 
ly, how Inceſlantly Happy muſt thoſe Bleſſed 


COIN 


And their be to bear a Part in that Tranſporting Muſict, 
everlaſting and thoſe Divine Compoſitions which Publiſh the 
. Myſteries and Glories of the Undivided TRI- 

NITY ! Certainly their Minds will be raviſh'd 
with Admiration, and expatiate without 
' Bounds or Limits. For all that can Chareſs 
our Powers, that can Ræviſh our Hearts, all that 
is Good, all that is Lovely and Deſirable, are there 
in their greateſt Perfection, and compendiouſly 


do be enjoy'd. So that it is in vain for a Mortal 


to go about to expreſs the Tranſcendency of 


this Joy, which no Tongue can utter, nor any 
Pen deſcribe; we can Thizk a great deal more 


than we can Speak, but we ſhall then Feel, what 
the greateſt Philoſopher cannot now Conceive, 
when every Face ſhall ſhine with Chearfulneſs, 
every Eye ſparkle with Joy, every Heart over- 


flow with Gladneſs, and every Mouth be filld 


with Allelzjah! !? e 

BU the Conſummation of the Joyful Trial 

Tke of the Righreows will be a Preparative to a moſt 
Judgment dreadful Solemnity, and that is the Judgment of 
of the the Wicked. For no ſooner are they ſummon'd 
Wicked. by the Voice or Trump of the Arch- Angel, but 
Their Ab. they are dragg'd into the open Light by the 
ee Spirits of Darkneſs before the Tribunal of the 


Souls be, whoſe Everlaſting Employment will L; 


a Upon Advent Sunpar. 


8 


45 


= Almighty Judge; whoſe Countenance gives a 
= dreadful Alarm to their Conſciences, and ſug- 


geſts to them the ſad Remembrance of the lu- 
numerable Provocations they have given him. 


L The Sight of that Glorious Perſon whoſe Au- 


thority they have ſo Inſolently Affronted, whoſe 


Name they have ſo Impiouſly Blaſphem'd, and 
2 . whoſe Mercies they have ſo Obſtinarely rejected, 
> fills them with the dire Expectations of a fearful 
and irrevocable Doom. Then the All-ſeeing 
Eye, who hath tracd them through all their 
= ſecret Myſteries and dark Intrigues of Iniquity, 


produces his Regiſter, and expoſes what he has 


there recorded to the View of Men and Angels. Their 
There the Guilty Wretches ſee themſelves tran- Trial. 


ſcrib'd, and all their Abominable Actions ex- 
atly copied from their firſt Originals; there 
they will find all their ſecret Machinations, their 
dark Cheats, their lewd Imad inationt, and hypo- 


cdritical Intentions recorded in the molt legible 
Characters; and percelving themſelves thus 
| fſhamefully detected, they will be forc'd to con- 


feſs their Charge, and proclaim themſelves Guil- 
ty before all that vaſt Congregation of Spirits, 
to their Everlaſting lnfamy and Reproach. 
Their Trial being over, the Righteous Judge, 
who is toe Great to be over-aw'd, and too Juſt 
to be brib'd, will with a Terrible Voice de- 


nounce that direful Doom, © Go ye Curſed into Their Sen⸗ 
* Everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and hi tence. 


* Angels. Every Word whereof breaths Woe 


and Miſery! Then in the bitter Agonies of 


their Souls they will cry to Heaven for Mercy, 


but it will be too late! Their Judge will be too 
much provok'd to be intreated, whole Ears 
will be then for ever ſtopp'd, and whoſe Bowels 


7 


will de impenetrably harden'd againſt all river 
| Over- 
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Their Ex- 
ecution. 


their Ears: They will be encompaſs'd with | : 
Flames and Smoak; without any Poſſibility to“ 
eſcape; for whither can they fly out of a fir'd | 
World? When the Heavens ſhall melt away with 
a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with fer- 
dent Heat; the Earth alſo, and all that is therein 
ſhall be burnt up. (2 Pet. 3. 10.) This is call'd the 
Second Death, (a) in Compariſon of which that 
of the Body is but the Shadow of Death. No- 
thing of Life remains but the Sence of Mifſery, Þ- 
and that will be as ſtrong for ever as at the ſirſt 
Entrance. Moreover, They will be rais'd with © 
a moſt Vivacious and Everlaſting Sence of Pain, 


Overtures of Mercy. So that the Damn'd Spi- 


rits will immediately perceive the dreadful Ef. 


fects; for all on a ſudden they will ſee the Clouds 7 


from above, and the Earth from beneath caſting 
forth Torrents of Fire upon them, which in an 
Inſtant. will ſet all the World in a Blaze about 


that ſo they may ever feel the Pangs of Death, 
without ever dying: Thus (6) wicked Men ſhall 
be cloath'd with Eternal Bodics, that in them 
they may ſuffer the Eternal Puniſhment of their 
Sins; and fo they ſhall have Strength to ſuffer 
as long as Vengeance has Will to Hit. Eter- 
nity is the diſmal AdjunQ, which infuſes a new 
Acrimony into the Torments : And is the high- 
eſt Strain, the Vertical Point of Miſery, as leay- 
ing not ſo much as a Glympſe of Hope; which 
uſes to be the Reſerve and laſt Reſort of the Mi- 
ſerable. 5 0 


CoNn- 


(a). Mortui Vitæ, & Morti fine fine victuri. Aug. 
(b) O auagrarcd ei AzpuCdvect wuare Iva ti; 
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= -jiſtte. CONSIDERATIONS C. Goſpel. 
Verſe 8. 7 FOR from 


8 

to the | 3 Verſe 1. 
rn 1 End. | Apv ENT SUNDAY. to 14. 
th þ 7 . 5 5 
to! HIS being a Time wherein the Church 
d gives us particular Notice of that Great 
-b and Terrible Day, wherein all Mankind 


ry. | mult appear before the Judg ment- Seat of CHRIST, 
in to give a ſtrict Account of all their Thoughts, 
ne © Words, and Works; let us endeavour by all 
at Means poſſible to poſſeſs our Minds with an aw- 
o- ful Apprehenſion of ſo Great and Important a 
y, © Concern. For the bare Speculation of a future 
{| | Judgment will prove very Infignificant, unleſs 
th we draw forth all its Natural Power and Ener- 
in, sy. Let the Truths we believe be never fo 
weighty and momentous, never fo apt to in- 
al! fpirit and invigorate us, yet unleſs we ſeriouſly | 
-m conſider and apply them to our Wills and Affe- 
ir ! Qions, and take the Pains to extract out of 
er them their Native Vigour and Efficacy, and to 
infuſe it into our Faculties and Powers, they 
will lie like ſo many dead Notions in our Minds, 
and never Impart to us the leaſt Degree of Spi- 
fitual Activity. But if we Aﬀe& our Souls with The If. 
a Strong and Pathetick Sence of the laſt dreadful e which 
Day, it will make us Hate our Sins, and Hate Foam : 
nn. gment 
our ſelves for them; it will make us Devout and ag is 
x- Importunate in our Prayers, very Sincere and have on 
" |F Paſſionate in our Repentance, and will engage us ou, Liver. 
— in a Heavenly Life and Converſation, Would 
Men but frequently repreſent to their Minds all 
de the Scenes and Circumſtances of Terror that 
„i. will attend our LORD's Coming, it would 
quickly 
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48 CONSIDERATIONS. 


quickly reform the World, give a new Reſurre- 
ction to Piety and Virtue, and ſecure Men from 
the Dangers of a future State: * 
NOR is this a wild Suppoſition : For when 
The Ter- the Sun ſhall be turned into Darkneſs, and the 
ror of the Moon into Blood; when the Heavens ſhall paſs | * 
laſt Day. away, and the Elements melt with fervent Heat; 
when we ſhall ſee the Amazing Splendour of the | 7 
Judge above us, and the Dreadful Mouth of the | 7 
bottomleſs Pit beneath us; when the Graves | * 
ſhall open and give up their Dead, and Mer | 
being forc'd abroad into the Theatre of mighty 
Horrours, ſhall run up and down diſtracted and 
at their Wits end; Who can imagine the Con- 
fuſion and Terror, the Shrieks and Cries which! 
ſhall every where be ſeen and heard then, and |” 
not ſhrink with the very Apprehenſion? At 
that Day it will be no Wonder if Mens Heart: | 
ſhall fail them for fear, and their Wits be loſt with | 
Guilt, and their fond Hopes deſtroyed by Pro- 
digy and Amazement; but it will be an extream |: 
Wonder, if the Conſideration and certain Ex- 
peQation of theſe Things ſhall not awake our 
ſleeping, Spirits, and raiſe us from the Death of 
Sin, and the Baſeneſs of Vice and diſhonourable 
Actions, to live Soberly and Temperately, Charita- 
bly and Juſtiy, Piouſiy and Obediently in this preſent 
Wold, Good GOD! what a Day ſhall that be f. 
when all the Sons of Adam ſhall meet! What au © 
Amazing Sight will it be! to ſee all Mankind 
ſtart out of their Graves, and appear before 
their Judge: The Rich and the Great Men, Prin- 2 
ces and Potentates, Men of Honour and Fortune, 
who are in this World exalted above the ordi- 
nary Level of Mankind; All the Men of Name G 
and Renown, whoſe Fame is recorded in Story; Pi 
who have fignaliz'd themſelves in their ſeveral IM 
Ages th 
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Ages by their Piety and Virtue, Wiſdom and Vas 
jour, or it may be by their Vices; Theſe and the 
 * whole Race of Men, of all ſucceſſive Generati- 
ons from Adam to the End of the World muſt 
7 then appear. In this great Multitude we ſhall 
meet all thoſe who by their Illuſt rious Examples 
be and Holy Precepts taught us to walk in the 
he | Paths of Juſtice. There we ſhall ſee all thoſe 
\z; || Good Men whom GOD ſent to Preach to us, 


of J -_ — — — N 

— Et > 2 * Ty — — " « 
3 ͤ— > 2 
— OE. eo 


_ 
. — 


hg 
— 
ws — 


— a , 7 
Coy 2 * - — : 


— 
— 
— 


— 


- pf 
ts and recal us from Humane Follies and Inhumanè | 
mg Practices: And when we eſpy the Good Man, | 
* * that chid us for our laſt Drunkenneſs or Adul- 


terry, we ſhall call to mind how we mock'd at 
0 Counſel, how we laught, took our Leaves, and 
did the ſame things again. Then likewiſe Men 
ſhall meet the Partners of their Sins, and them 
that drank the Round when they Crown'd their 
| Heads with Folly and Forgetfulneſs, and their 
Cups with Wine and Noiſes. Then ſhall we ſee 
that poor trembling Wrerch whom we Tempted 
to Adulteryor Uncleanneſs, to Drunkenneſs or Per- 
ju, by witty Diſcourſes and deep Diſſembling. 
Among the reſt, the Atheiſt, who has diſputed 
very Subtilly and Philoſophically againſt a GOD e mofu 
and Religion, and broke many a witty Jeſt up- Change tbe 
on Heaven and Hell, will be in no ſmall Conſter- Wicked 
nation, when he ſhall find all his PHileſophy con- proc 
futed, and his Jeſs quite ſpoil'd by an eternal“ 
Sorrow. For 1a ſhort, the Brave and the Bold 
© Sinner, who mock'd at the Fear of GOD, as 4 
baſe and Effeminate Paſſion, even thoſe mighty 
flectors, who carried Fear and Terror in their 
Looks, ſhall then ſtand Trembling before that 
GOD whoſe Being and Authority they have fo 
peremptorily denied and affronted: And from 
thence be tranſmitted into a diſmal Eternity, 
there to languiſn out an Everlaſting Exiſtence, 
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50 ConSIDERATIONS 
in a State of endleſs, eaſeleſs, and remidilefſs 
Calamity. This will certainly be the State of MF - 
Sinners at the Day of Judement ; and what a 
diſmal Proſpe&t muſt that Perſon have, w uod 
when he dies mult not ſleep in the Duſt under 
an eternal Inſenſibility, but muſt endure more | 1 
than *tis poſſible for him either to feel or con- f 

5 ceive here! : 4 

And the BUT on the other Hand, what a joyful Day | 7 - 

„55 that be to thoſe Bleſſed Souls, who after 

le — having Forght the good Fight, and Finiſhed their 

Righ- Courſe in the Fear of GOD, ſhall be tranſlated 

teous from Miſery and Labour to Life and Immorta- 
lity ? When, at that Hour, which others trem- 
ble at the very Apprehenſion of, they ſhall lift up 
their Heads in Hope, becauſe the Time of their 
Redemption draweth nigh : When the Priſon⸗⸗ 7 

Doors ſhall be open'd, and the Soul ſhall march! ©* 
out in Triumph, conducted by the Angels to /. 
receive that joyful Sentence, Come ye Bleſſed f u 
my Father, &c. Come, All Ton who have imita- jt © 
*tcd me in Holineſs, and followed me in my 

« Sufferings ! You who have not been diſcourag d . 
at the meanneſs of my firſ# Appearance, nor << 
the long Expectation of my ſecond coming : 


rita Glorious Kingdom prepar'd for you from the 

* beginning of theWorld! And there live in Love, 
The Con- “ in Joy, in Peace to all Eternity. Wherefore as 
cju/on, we deſire to be Happy either here or hereafter, 
let us from this moment grow in Grace from one 

Degree to Another, ſo Heaven will break forth 

clearer and clearer upon us; for the nearer we 

Approach to the Top of the Hi, the fuller View 
we 


ll 11H 8 0 MF 

it 1 “ Whoſe Love and Reſolution for me was not #7 
110 < baffled by the contempt of the World, debauch's We of 
F 110 e . ; de 
44 ** by the Examples of Men, nor Abated by the > 
. < pretended difficulty of my Inſtitutions; Iahe- - 
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For ApventT Suxvav. 
me ſhall have of the Horizon, and extended Sky: 
And when the Darkneſs of this Tranſitory Life 


ſcatters and wears off, A Glorious Morning ſhall 


dawn in Comfort unſpeakable ; and the Meridi- 
an Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall warm us into new 
Life, and ſhed his bright Beams upon our Heads 
to our great and everlaſting Comtort, 
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The Falten 


0 Incomprehenſible LORD GOD! who are 
pleaſed out of thine infinite Mercy this Day to 
Admoniſh all the World of thy Son's Approaches, 
Grant I moſt humbly beſeech thee; that my Heart 
May be no longer enſlav'd to the Vanities of Life, but 


continue ſtedfaſt in thy holy Love : L et not any Inter- 


poſition of the Earth Eclipſe the Sun of Righteouſ- 


neſs, and Obſtruct the influence of his refreſhing 
= Beams, but let his Light direct, and his cheriſhing 


Heat warm my Frozen Heart, that I may with con- 


ſtancy and Perſevering Patience, wait till his ſecond 


coming, and there receive the Joyful Sentence of 


the Right eous, in order to be made partaker of thy 
Heavenly Kingdom, thro the Merits and Interceſſion 


of FESUS CHRIST, my Pleſſed Saviour and Re- 
dcemer, to whom with Thee, and the HO LT 
GHOST, be all Honour and Glory, World witkout 
end, Amen. 
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| D! give us Grace that w On 
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TOR about Four Thouſand Years after the 
Creation of the World, Man lay groaning 
under the Power and Tyranny of Satan, to whom 


he had ſold and enflav'd himſelf by Sin. His 


Condition in this World was ſo wretched and 
unworthy the Original Excellency of his Na- 
ture, that it deſerv'd not the Name of Life. He 


was diſinherited of Paradice, an Heir of Hell, 


and his Miſery was inconceivably great ! But 
the Meaſure of GOD's Love being proportio- 


nable to the dreadful Evils from whence we are 


Redeem'd, he in his Counſel decreed the Reco- 
very of Man from his wretched State, in order 
to re-poſſeſs him of that Happineſs he had loſt, 
and to make him again the Favourite of Heaven. 
Which came to paſs after this manner. 3 
IN the Fulneſs of that Time, which was long 
before prefixed in the Eternal Counſel of GOD 


Immaculate Womb of a Virgin call'd Mary, 
of the Lineage of David, Inabled her with- 
out any Congreſs of Man, to conceive the Holy 
JESUS, the Saviour of the World. When the 
Time of her Delivery was near, the Divine 


Providence brought the Bleſſed Virgin out of 


Nazareth to Bethlehem, the City of David, to 
EY D 3 bz 
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The HOLY GHOST by an Immediate, Invifi- bythe Ho- 
ble, and Miraculous Operation on the Pure and ly Ghoſt. 
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be taxed with her Husband Joſeph, according to 
a Decree Iſſuing from Auguſtiu Ca ſar. The Ho- 
ly Maid (who conſider d not the Troudleſomneſy 
of ſo long a Journey, and the Incommodioulneſs 
of the Time, and her Condition,) obey'd the 
Order of the Emperor, and arriv'd at Bethlehem 
in the Throng of Strangers, who had ſo fill'd up 
the Places of Hoſpitality and Publick Entertain- 
ment, that there was no Room for Joſeph and Mary 
in the Inn, But yet ſhe found that it was neceſſary 

to retire, where ſhe might ſoftly lay her Burden, 
who began to call at the Gates of his Priſon ; 
But ſhe that was Mother to the King of all the 
Creatures, could find no better Place than a 
| Bom of Stable, whither ſhe retir'd; and in the midſt of 
tbe Vir- Glorious Thoughts and Speculations, ſhe brought 
gin Mary. forth her firft-born into the World, 
1 As there was no Sin in the Conception, ſo 
the Produ- either had ſhe Pains in the Production: 
gion. For, as to conceive by the HOLY GHOST 
was Glorious, ſo to bring forth any of the Fruits of 
the Spirit, is Joyful, and full of Felicity. And 

he that came from his Grave faſt tied with a Stone 
and Signature; And into the Colledge of Apoftles 
the Doors being ſhut; And into the Glories of his 
Father through the Solid Orbs of the Firma- 
ment, came alſo (as the Church from the Days of 
Gregory Nazianzen until now, hath Piouſly be- 
ltev'd) into the World, without doing the leaſt 
Violence to the Pure and Virginal Body of his 
mother, oo: | . 5 | 
Ange'is ALTHO' the whole World were highly con- 
miniſtred cern'd in the Birth of this great Prince, yet there 
authe was no Miniſter to Attend, ſave only Angels, 


Birth of Oh = . ' 
{ESUS. who knew their Duty to their LORD : For net- 


ther the Poverty nor the Piety of the Virgin-Me- | 
zber would permit her to provide other Nurſes; 
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| Upon Chꝛiſtmas Day. 


but her ſelf in every reſpect, perform'd the Of- 
= fices of a tender and Pious Parent. For as ſoon 
as ſhe ſaw the Saviour of the World born, ſhe toox 


him, and wrapt him in Swadling-C loaths; and af- 
ter ſhe had a while Cradled him in her Arms, 


ſhe laid him in a Manger; for ſo was the Deſign 


of his Humility ! But afterwards this Manger 
grew to be as Venerable, as became a Place 
where firſt lay that Lamb of God, which taketh a- 
way the Sins of the World, For, when Adrian the 
Emperour (who intended great Deſpight to it) 


built a Temple to Venus and Adonis in that Place, 
where the Holy JESUS was humbly laid: GOD 
> (who in his infinite Wiſdom does concentre and 
tie together, in one End, things of Diſparate 


and Diſproportionate Natures, making things 
improbable to co-operate to what Wonder, or 


F to what Truth he Pleaſes) Cauſes this Place to 
be reputed far above Scandal and Contempt, 


for it was conſecrated into a Temple, the Crib in- 
toan Altar. | 

BUT to recal my ſelf from this Digreſſion: 
Altho' the Birth of the Holy JESUS was deſti- 
inte of the uſual Pomps which concurr'd to ſig- 
nifie and illuſtrate the Birth of Princes; yet his 
Humility was attended, with great and Glorious 
Accidents, and Significations from Heaven: 
For, even in the very ſame Night, wherein the 
Holy Virgin brought him forth, there were cer- 
tain poor Shepherds, who were watching their 


Shepherds were at firſt in a great Conſternation, 
when an Angel from Heaven, ſurrounded with 
moſt Refulgent Rays of Glory, deſcended upon 
hem, and Cloath'd their Perſons in a Bright and 

5 5 D 4 Lumi- 
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#/ocks not far diſtant; And the Angel oft he LORD 4 


came upon them, and the Glory of the LORD ſhone Shep- 
ound about them, We cannot imagine but the herds, 
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© Luminous Robe, great enough to confound their 
Organs, and Amaze their Faculties with too 
big a Luſtre. But, The Angel foon remov'd RF 
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their Fears, by ſaying to them, Fear not, r! 


bring unto you Tydings of great Joy, which ſhall be to 
all People; For unto you is born this Day in the City |? 
of David, a Saviour which is CHRIST the LORD, |? 
The Shepherds needed no Invitation to go ſee this | 
Stupendious Sight! but leſt their Fancy ſhould 
riſe up to an Expectation of a Prince as exter- 
nally Glorious as might be hop'd for upon the 
Conſequence of ſo Miraculous an Apparition. 
The Angel to prevent this Miſtake, ſaid, This 
ſhall be a Sign unto you, Ye ſhall find the Babe 
wrapp d in Swadling-Cloaths lying in a Manger. No 
{ooner had he told the Meſſage, but a Light a- 
roſe, with ſuch an Increaſe of Splendour, that 
Midnight was as clear as the Meridian Sun; And, 
ſuddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of 
Angeli- the Heavenly Hoſt : All breaking out into this 
cal Hymn triumphant Doxology, Glory be ro GOD on high, 
atChriſt's Earth Peace, Good Will towards Men. 
Firth. As ſoon as theſe Bleſſed Choriſters had ſung 
their CHRISTMAS Charel (and taught the 
Church a Hymn to put into her Offices for ever, in 
the Anniverſary of this Feſtivity) the Angels re- 
turnid into Heaven: And the Shepherds as ſoon as 
they had recover'd themſelves from the Aſto- 
35 niſhment or Trance wherein they lay, went to 
Shep: Bethlehem to ſee this thing which the LORD had 


herds | : | 
went 10 ſee made known unto them. And they came with haſt, 


the Holy and found Mary and Joſeph, and the Babe lying in a 
TESUS, Hanger, according to what the Angel had related 
8 to them. They were far from being ſurpriz d at 
this outward Meanneſs; for *tis Obſerv'd on 

the Contrary, that they were filld with Admi- 

zation, Inſomuch, that the Tranſparting De: 
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lights being too big to be config'd in their own 

= Breaſts, they ſoon Communicated that Joy which 

XZ was deſign'd for all the World. For when they, „ 

Z had ſeen it, they made known abroad the Saying which 16 1 my 
was told them concerning this Child. And, (as broad. 

well they might) al that beard it wondred. More- 

2 over, having ſeen what the Angels did upon the 

his | Publication of the News, they ſoon learnt their 

uld | Duty to GOD, by Glerifying and Praiſing him for 

er- | 3 all the things that they had heard and ſeen, as it was 


the | 3 told unto them. 


bs il — — 

be H. ) ConsiperaTIONS {\ Goel 
from Upon the — 

. WY verſe 1. verſe 1. 


hat to 13. NarTIvTry of CHRIST. Cto 15. 


= HAT a Superlative Degree of Praiſe and 

| Thankfulneſs is due to our great Crea- 

tor, for ſending his only begotten Son into the World 

in order to our Salvation? When the Divine 

Goodneſs had imprinted his Laws upon our Na- 

ture in legible Characters; And when Mankind 

by their wilful Wickedneſs and Inadvertency, 

had Immerſed themſelves in the moſt Barbarous 

= Impieties and Immoralities. Notwithſtanding 

= this, that he ſhould give up for our fakes, not 

only the greateſt, but the dearcſt Perſon to him in 

the whole World, is ſuch a Glorious Expreſſion 

of his Goodneſs, as for ever deſerves our moſt _ 

thankful Acknowledgments ; and can hardly be Divine 

reflected on without an Extacy of Admiration ! Attri. 

Herein the Almighty diſplayed his Divine Attri- butes diſ- 

hates after a Miraculons and lncomprehenſible %% 

Manner! Being a Diſpenſation full of Divine nr 

Viſdom, Pamer, Juſtice, Truti', Mercy, and ke Redempti- 
e and 0, | 
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CoNsipERATIONS 


Men with the profoundeſt Gratitude. Tis 
certainly a Subject worthy our Admiration, 


and as ſuch ought to be Admired and Celebrated 5 
by Angels, and Acknowledg'd and Ador'd by 


e 
7 o „ 
IS 1 > 
_ 
DE. 
e 
1 { 
- 
F 


that the Holy JESUS, who was the Eternal and |? 


only begotten Son of GOD, far above all Principali- | 
ties and Powers, higher than Angels or Arch-An- 
gels, Ador'd by all the Cæleſtial Hoſt, ſhould come 


down from the Boſom of his Father to be made 
Man for our Redemption ! He who was the De- 
light of Heaver, the Joy of his Father ; in whoſe 
Preſence he had perfect Felicity, and ſhould have 
enjoyed it to all Eternity whatſoever had become 
of us, was contented to become a Miſerable Mor- 
tal Man, to reſtore us to Life and Immortality. 


Mercype-The exceeding Greatneſs of his Love, would not 


culiarly 
viſible in 

that preat 
Work. 


content it ſelf with committing the Work of 
our Salvation to any of the Cherubim or Seraphim; 


nor would he ſend the moſt Glorious of the An- 
gels upon this Embaſſy of Peace and Joy, but he 


vouchſaf d to come in Perſon, and finiſh with his 
own Hands the Work which the Father gave him 
to do: Which was a more tranſcendent Expreſ- 
ſion of his Love to us, than if he had Unpeopled 
Heaven for our Sakes, and deliver'd up to us the 
whole Quire of Angels, Arch- Angels, and Sera- 
hams, | - 5 | 
l AND now, What ſhall we render unto the Lord, 


for this, and all other his Innumerable Benefits, 


that he hath done unto us! WhatWords canexprels! 


or what Thoughts can comprehend a Favour ſo 
Unconceivable and Ineffable! Thzs is ſurely 4 
faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, ( fit 


to be embrac'd and entertain'd with all Poſſible 


Joy and Thankfulneſs,) that FESUS CHRIST 
came into the World to ſave Sinners. That he Who 


was in the Form of GOD, and thought it no Robbery 
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For CRISTMAS Dax. 59 | 

| 5 — [ 

o be equal with GOD, made himſelf of no Reputa- - 
tion, took upon him the Form of a Servant, be- i 
S X came a Man of Sorrows, and Acquainted himſelf i 
„ with Gr-efs, and all this to put himſelf into a bet- - 
i FF ter Capacity of doing Good to the World. This } 
is News from Heaven, and the moſt wonderful | 
and Beſt that ever came thence ! Firſt publiſhed MF 
© Þ 7 by Angels (as moſt worthy the Mouth and Er- j 
© rand of ſuch Glorious Creatures) at which all 4 


leaven was pleas'd and raviſh'd with Joy, break- 

© EF ing Inſtantly forth into Hymns of Praiſe and Con- 

© gratulation; and it was ſent peculiarly to Aan 
een Earth, to expreſs Gooa-Will towards him, and 

- © 2 Love which paſſeth Knowledge! Such a won- Exceeds 
grous Prodigy of Love, which not only puzzles our Com- 
tm) Conceit, but o- reaches my Wonder and Ad- prebenſion, 
miration! And tho' it be a Love that exceeds m 
largeſt Thoughts, ſuch as I have Infinite Cauſe to 

EZ rejoice in, yet while L am contemplating it, me- 
thinks I am like one that is looking down from a 
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5 © Stupendious Precipice, whoſe Height fills me with | 
na ſacred Horrour, and even overſets my Reaſon, * 
— this being the N onder of all Wonders! Here there- 

d WW fore may I cry out 9 Be9&, Oh the Heighth, and 

e 


Z Depth, and Breadth of the Power and Goodneſs of 
600. 8 3 
Bux altho' the Goodneſs and Mercy of our 


„ I Blefled LORD are ſo tranſcendent that they can- 
4 not exter into the Heart of Man to conceive, yet he 
* I alin'd to himſelf vile and frail Humanity, on 
0 


purpoſe that he might awell among us, and 
throughly Inſtruct us in our Duty, and ſhem us 

the Way to Eternal Life, by his Heavenly Do- 

ctrine and Holy Example; When he deſcended ,;,,,;;,, 
to Farth he choſe to be born in the Suburbs and of ESU. 
Retirement of a Small Town, diſdaining not to 

be laid in a Manger, to teach us to deſpiſe the 
JC 1 | Glory 


W 


60 Ce slpERATIONS 


Glory of the World, by his Averſion to it in his 
own Perſon. This is what he choſe, as moſt . 
greeable to the Work he had Undertaken, and 
moſt Proper for the giving a true Idea of the things MF: 
of this World, to ſuch as Deſire to be his Fol- 
lowers. For ſince the Eternal Wiſdom of GOD, 
33 ty who knew how to chooſe the Good, and refuſe the |þ * 
ang Evil, choſe a Life of Poverty, it gives us ſuffici- | Þ 
Riches, ent Demonſtration, that Riches and Honours Þ 7 6 
end why. (thoſe Idols of Mankind) are ſo far from Crea- þ * 
ting true Felicity, that they are not of themſelves Þ ? 
Eligible in the number of good things: However,, 
no Man is to be Aſham'd of Innocent Poverty, of 
which the HOLY JESUS, (the Son of the living 
GOD, and the Saviour of the World) made Ele- 
_ and his Apoſtles after him Publick Profeſ. 
on. „„ | —_ 
OUR Saviour having ſanctified the World hy 
is Birth, ſhewed by his Choice of the Firſt Per- 
Smplictt) ſans to whom he made it known, that he would 
7 ler * hide his Myſteries from the Great and Wiſe, and 
Duty, Teveal them to the Simple. For, the Angels brought 
the Meſſage to Shepherds, to Perſons Poor and 
Mean, and Humble; but likely to be more Ap- 
prehenſive of the Myſtery, and leſs of the Poverty 
of the Meſſias. If the Angel had told the Story 
to Herod, or to the Scribes and Phariſees, their 
Ambition had Ends contradictory to the Simpli- 
city and Meanneſs of the Birth of JESUS ; but 
the Shepherds received the News with Joy and 
Euchariſt, with Tranſports and Raviſhments at the 
Condeſcenſion of that GOD who ſtoop'd to the 
Condition of Man. Which ſhews that Love to 
_ JESUS may be better promoted by the plainer 
Underſtandings of Honeſt and Illiterate People, 
than by the ſiner and more Exalted Speculations 
of great Clerks that have leſs Devotion. More- 
175 oper 
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over this Conſideration teaches us, that they 
vwhoſe Affections dwell in Secular Pomps, are of 


al Perſons the moſt Indiſpos'd and remov'd from a 
mn the Underſtanding of Spiritual Excellencies, eſpe- ö 
s clally when they do not come cloath'd with Ad- | 
. yvoantages of the World, and of ſuch Beauties as | | 
, they Admire. GOD himſelf comes into the 4 
© | 3 World, deſtitute of all earthly Advantages, but j 
- F 7 Incircled with Irradiations of Humility aud = 
'S | 7 Good-Will ; but this is Folly to the great Men 4 
of the World, a Mean Birth is an Ignoble Stain, 3 
Poverty is a Scandal, and the Croſs an unanſwera- \ 

ble Objection. But the Arge!s Moral in the Cir- 7 

cumſtance of his Addreſs, and inviting the Poor 1 


5 

f 

> Shepherd to Bethlehem, is, that none are fit to 
come to CHRIST, (and conſequently to partici- 

pate of the Kingdom of Heaven, ) but thoſe who 

are Poor in Spirit, Deſpiſers of the World, ſin- 

cere in their Intentions, without Craft and ſecu- 

lar Deſigns. „„ 5 

” BUT the Employment of theſe Perſons here, 

is worthy our Conſideration : They were watch- 

ing over their Flocks by Night. They were Inno- 
cently buſied in the Work of an Honeſt Calling, 

and at the ſame time they had the Converſation _ 

of Angels: which teaches us that he that isDiligent eee 
in that State of Life wherein Divine Providence %ig eh. 
© hath Plac'd him, is then doing Service to GOD, ted by : 
and a Work fo pleaſing to him who hath Ap- G0 P. 
pointed the Sons of Men to Labour, that to theſe 
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Shepherds he made a Return and Recompence by 4 
the Converſation of Angels, and hath Advanc'd i 
4 the Reputation of an Honeſt and a Mean Im- 1 
x ployment to ſuch a Teſtimony of Acceptance, q 
, that no Honeſt Perſon (tho bulied in »meaver Of. 0 
1 fices,) may ever hereafter in the Eſtimation of i 
4 CHRIST's Diſciples become Contemptible. 


From 


CONSIDERATIONS, Oc. 


— 


Theory For, without this, How Poor and Unprofitable 
without a thing is Speculation f W hat is a Man the betten 


Vnproſita- 
J 


FROM hence let us take Patterns of Imitati- : 
tation; let us reduce our Knowledge into Practice: 


for entring into the Sublime Myſteries of the | 
TnixIrv, and being Able to diſpute nicely about 
that Adorable Union, if in the mean time he 
want that Meekneſs and Humility, which would 
render him Amiable in the Sight of thoſe Divine 
Turzs,who are theSubject of hisDiſputation?For Þ* Oh he 
certain it is, That Diſtinctions and Notions ty ! « 
(tho? never ſo ſubtil or ſerviceable to the Truth) Ana 


do not make a Man Juſt and Holy; But a careful Hear 
and conſciencious Life recommends us to the Fa- but 7 
vour and Love of GOD. Want of Learning and deem 
Diſability to conſider great Secrets of Theology for m 
does not at all retard our Progreſs to Spiritual | of th 
Perfections: I had rather be Affected with a true Vor 
Penitent Sorrow for Sin, than be Able to reſolve Mi Love 
the moſt difficult Caſes about it. Suppoſe you gin 
had all the Bible treaſur d up in your Memory, [| Loa: 
and had a perfect Comprehenſion of all the oral! my p. 
Philoſophy in the World; to what purpoſe ſerves I the c 
this mighty Stock of Rules, if not drawn out in- fully 
to uſe by Charity and Humility, and ſeconded by mad. 
Divine Grace? Wherefore, let us now put in Eter 
Practice thoſe Divine Vertues, which will ren- Ve 


der us Amiable in the Sight of the Amighty; let 
us be moſt Thankful for the Miraculous Condeſ- 
cenſion of the Incarnation of the Son of GOD, and 
rejoice at the Leary Commemoration of ſo great a 
Mercy; but let our Foy be expreſs'd by offering 
unto him our daily Sacrifice of Gratitude and 
Glory, for the Incomprehenſible Excellence of 
his Goodneſs ;, and the Bowels of that tender and 
unbounded Compaſſion which hath Admitted us to 
be Partakers of the Divine Nature, 85 
C 


The PRAVYER. 


The Prave. 


JN BLESSED SAVIOUR, thou GOD of infinite 


3 Love and Liberality! I Adore and Worſhip 


thee with the loweſt Flumility of Soul and Body, and 
give thee all Poſſible Praiſe and Thanks for thy great 
and manifold Mercies in the Redemption of the World, 
Oh how ſhall I worthily Celebrate this great Solemni- 
y! Or, how ſhall I make any return for ſuch an 
- Amazing Diſpenſation! What am I that the King of 
BZ Heaven ſhould thus delight to Honour me? Nothing 
but Miſery and Sin! Since therefore, O Dear Re- 

deemer! Thou haſt been pleas d to do ſuchgreatThings 
fer me, I beſeech thee by all the Paſt Demonſtrations 
= of thy Love and Condeſcenſion, to perfect the good 
= Work thou haſt begun. O fill my Heart with ſuch a 
love of thee as never can be quench d. Let me be- 
gin on this Bleſſed Day to throw off that troubleſome 
Load of ſenſual and worldly Aﬀettions which obſtru£t 
my purer Delights of Divine Love. That thou being 
the chief Object of my Thoughts, I may run chear- 
fully the Way of thy Commandments, and at laſt be 
made Partaker of a Joyful Reſurrection unto Life 
Eternal, thro" thy Merits and Interceſſion, O moſt 
8 Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer FESUS. Amen. 


* 


The Correct. 


ALMIGHTY GOD! who bag given us thy on | 


The Col TEC. 


and as at this time to be born of a pure Virgin; 


Grant that I being regenerate and made thy Child by þ 3 Pſalm 


Adoption and Grace, may daily be renewed by thy Þ'R 119. 
holy Spirit, thro' the ſame our LORD JES USES © 
CHRIST, who liveth and reigneth with thee and“ 
the ſame Spirit, ever one GOD, World without? 
End. Amen. N 
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Ts ATELY after the great Solemnity of 
Chriſtmas, follows the Martyrdom of Sr. 

* Srepaen 5 the Church joining theſe two (a) 

© Feſtivals together; that we might Obſerve the 

[ Sacred Life of our great Maſter ; and the exem- 

. plary Death of this Heroick Saint ar one View. 

In CHRIST's Nativity we have all that Humility 

and Condeſcenſion which muſt Qualifie us for a 

Z Fre Life; and in St. Stseusn's Martyrdom 

: K that Faith, Hope, and Charity, which muſt 

| be a Chriſtians Exerciſe at the great and impor- 

tant Hour of his Death. 

: T HE holy Scripture gives us no particular 57. STE: 
; Account either of the Country, Parents, or Re- PHEN's 
| lations of this Proto-Martyr of the Chriſtian Hes 
J ls - Patch Pon. 


— 


——— 


(a) Celebravimus hefterna Die Natalem quo Rex 

Martyrum Natus eft in Mundo, hodie Celebramus Na- 

talem quo primicerius Martyrum Migravit ex Mundo. 

| Oportebat enim ut primum Immortalis pro Mortalibus 

| ſuſciperetCarnem, et ſic Mortalis pro Immortali contem- 

| neret Mortem. Et ideo Natus eſt Dominus ut morere- 

| tur pro Servo, ne Servus timeret Mori pro Domino. 

Natus eſt CHRISTUS in terris, ut STEPH ANUS naſ® 
ceretur in Cœlis, Oc. Aug. Ser. I. de Stephano. ; 
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Charity 


Faith: That he was a Jem there is no juſt Cauſe 


can but barely conjecture. 


to doubt, for he ſufficiently owns it in his Apology RY 
to the People; but whether originally deſcended 
of the Stock of Abraham, or of Parents incorpora- 
ted and brought in by theGate of Proſelytiſm, we 
But certain it is that 
he was a Man of great Zeal and Piety, being, re- 
pleniſh d with the moſt Divine Gifts and Graces Þ* 
of the holy Spirit, Preaching the Goſpel with an? 
undaunted Courage and Reſolution, which peculi- 7 
arly fitted him for aPlace of Honour in his church, 
whereto he was advanc'd upon this Occaſion. 


of NOW to make way for the Hiſtory of his Life 


_—_ mand Death, we muſt know firſt that thePrimitive 


Church. Church was ſingularly remarkable for their great 
Love and Charity to their Brethren. TheRich diſ- 
pos d of their Eſtates to miniſter to the Exigen- 
cies of the Poor; and depokted the Mony into 
one common Treaſury, the Care wheyeof was 
committed to the 4poſtles, to ſee Diſtribution 
made according to the Rule of Equality. But 
the Number of Believers daily encreaſing at Je- 
ruſalem, the Apoſtles could not themſelves ex- 
actly ſuperintend the Diſpoſure of the common 
Stock, and therefore was forc'd to take in Others 
as ordinary Co- ad jutors in that Affair: By which 
means (as it frequently happens among a Multi- 
tude) a due Proportion was not Obſerv'd, fo 

A Diffe- that there aroſe a 
ag were call'd Helleniſts againſt the Hebrew, Jems, be- 
Hebreus Cauſe their Widows were neglected, and receir 
and Gre- ved leſs than Others in the daily Diſtribution of 
cians. the Churches Money. The Apoſtles. were very 
deſirous that every one ſhould have Rehefaccor- 
ding to their juſt Neceſſities, but at the fame 
time they had not Leiſure to attend that, and all 
other Parts and Duties of their Office. I 


here- 
fore 


int of thoſe Jews that i 


Upon St. Stephen's Dax 67 
fore, they directed and enjoined the Church to 
ZZ nominate ſuch Perſons as were fitted for it; Men 
X of known Honeſty and Integrity, of Approved 
and Untainted Reputations, furniſh'd and en- 
dow'd with the extraordinary Gifts of the HO- 
ILV GHOST, who would diſcreetly diſcharge 
the truſt committed to them. This Determina- 
tion pleas'd the People exceedingly ; and accor- 
nt dingly they made Choice of Seven: Their Names 
were STEPHEN, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, 
Timon, Par menas, and Nicholas a Profelyte of be origi- 
Antioch, all Elected out of the Seventy whom nal of = 
our LORD had choſen. Theſe were called Deacons, 
35 Ataxo vo, OT Deacons, who were to ſerve Tables; 
that is to wait upon the Neceſſities of the Poor, 
and to make daily Proviſion for their publick 
Agape or Love-Feaſts, in which the holy Encha- 
= riſt was Adminiſtred 3 fo that their Office was 
not only Civil but alſo Eccleſiaſtical. Now the 
© firſt and chief Perſon in this Election, was St. 
Z SrepHEN 3 whom the Ancients frequently ſtile 
Arch. Deacon; as having the 74 E (as (a) 
© Chryſoſtom ſpeaks) the Primacy and Precedence , ITE 
# among the reſt, Not as being only firſt in the Pig 
Catalogue, but particularly recommended under Ennent 
this Character, A Man full of Faith, and of the Accom- 
8 HOLY G HOST : He was exquiſitely Skill'd (ſays pliſhments- 
a Learned Writer) in all parts of the Chriſtian 
& DoQrine, and filled with great Eloquence and 

| Elocution to declare and publiſh it; enriched 
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the moſt potent Oppoſition. He preached and 
pleaded the Cauſe of Chriſtianity with a firm 
E 2 8 and 
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"Upon St. Stephen's Dar. 


be Envy 


tion of the 
Jews 4- 


gainſt him. 


St. STE- 
PHEN 
confutes 
the moſt 
learned 
Jews. 


Who accu- 
 ſebimo 


Blaſphemy. 


- ances of an extraordinary Splendour and Bright- 


themſelves in the Luſtre and Chearfulneſs of his 


the Spirit by which he ſpake. So that finding this 


Deſigns by falſe Accuſations and Malice ; ſetting 


and undaunted Mind, and that nothing might 
be wanting to render it Effectual, he Confirm'd 
his Doctrine by many publick and unqueſt ion. 
ble Miracles, plain Evidences and Demonſtrati. 
ons of the Truth and Divinity of that Religion 
that he taught. This ſoon awakened the Malice |? 
of the Unbelieving Jews; who ſele&ed the moſt Þ* 
and Oppoſi- Learned Men out of five of their chief Syna .. 
gogues or Colledges to diſpute with him: viz. 7 
The Libertines, the Cyrenians, the Alexandrians, 


the Cilicians, and Aſians, an unequal Match! 
aud ę amCirdruy mwri nos (As (4) Chryſoſton . 
calls it) A whole Army of wicked Adverſaries, 
all at once roſe up to diſpute with STEPH, 
The Subject of their Diſputation was concern- 
ing the perpetual Nature of the Moſaicꝶ Inſtitu- 
tions, and the Deſtruction of the Temple; but 
he all the time deliver'd himſelf with that Life 
and Zeal; that Evidence and Strength of Reaſon; 
that Freedom and Majeſty of Elocution; that his 
Antagoniſts were not able to reſiſt the Wiſdom and 


Method Ineffectual (they being too weak for him 
in point of Reaſoning) they Accompliſh'd their 


up Men of debauched Conſciences, who ſwore, 
That STEPHEN had ſpoken Blaſpbemy againſt the 
Law of the Temple. Whereupon he was ſeiz d, 
and brought before the grand Sanhedrim, at 
which time the Judges diſcover'd the Appear- 


neſs upon his Face, the Innocency of his Cauſe, 
and the Clearneſs of his Conſcience, manifeſting 


Counte- 


AI 


(2) Orat. in St. STEPHEN Tom. 5. 


"YN Countenance. There he defended himſelf with 
Words full of Prudence and Piety: He Zealouſly 


. 
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— — 


and Strenuouſly confuted the Fews in their erro- 


neous Tenets concerning the true Meſſiah ; 
maintaining that JESUS of Nazareth was the 
true one foretold by the Prophets. But when 
they heard theſe things, they were cut to the Heart, 
and they gnaſhed on him with their Teeth, But he 
> regardleſs of what was done below, had his Eyes 
and Thoughts fix'd upon a higher and a nobler 
Object; and was bleſſed with a Proſpect of the 4 is 455 
Glories of Heaven, and a ſenſible Appearance of ese 
the Divine Majeſty, and the Holy JESUS cloath'd 
in the Robes of our Glorified Nature, ſtanding 
at the the right-Hand of his Father. The bleſſed 
Saint being infinitely raviſh'd with the Viſion ; 
Publickly declar'd, That he ſaw the Heavens O- 
pen d, and the Son of Man ſtanding at the Right- 
= hand of GOD; as if it were to protect and 
= crown his Suffering Servant. Then they were 
E tranſported with Fury, taxing him with Blaſphe- 
my; and running upon him with united Malice 
they hurried him out of the City, in order to ſtone 
bim to Death, as the Ancient Law was againſt the City. 
> Blaſphemers. The Witneſſes according to Cuſſ- 
tom ſtript themſelves, and laid their Garments 
at Saul's Feet, who in a particular Manner was 
conſenting to his Martyrdom; and then began 


the Tragedy, which was inhumanly ſeconded 


by the Multitude, who fell upon him with a ot Sto , 
Shower of Stones. At which Seaſon the Bleſſed 


Martyr was upon his Knees, devoutly recom- 
mending his Soul to GOD, and loudly inter- 
ceeding for his blood-thirſty Enemies, that the 
Almighty would convert their Hearts, and not 
lay the Sin to their Charge. Having thus ſent up 
his Prayers to Heaven, he gave up the Ghoſt ; 
E 3 Or, 


Heaven. 
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ibe noſt in point of Reaſoning) they Accompliſh'd their 


Jews. up Men of debauched Conſciences, who ſwore, 
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Jews 2. 


dy dd aoCirdaruy mWTE BOMIS ( as (4) Chryſoſton 

calls it) A whole Army of wicked Adverſaries, 

all at once roſe up to diſpute with STEPHEN, 

The Subject of their Diſputation was concern- 

ing the perpetual Nature of the Moſaicꝶ Inſtitu- 

tions, and the DeſtruQion of the Temple ; but 

he all the time deliver'd himſelf with that Life 

and Zeal; that Evidence and Strength of Reaſon; 

that Freedom and Majeſty of Elocution; that his 
Antagoniſts were not able to reſiſt the Wiſdom and 
St. STE- the Spirit by which he ſpake. So that finding this 
PHEN Method Ineffectual (they being too weak for him 


confutes 


learned Deſigns by falſe Accuſations and Malice ; ſetting 


That STEPHEN had ſpoken Blaſpbemy againſt the 
Law of the Temple. Whereupon he was ſeiz d, 


Who accu- 
ſe bim of 


Blaſpheny, and brought before the grand Sanhedrim, at 


which time the Judges diſcover'd the Appear- 
ances of an extraordinary Splendour and Bright- 
neſs upon his Face, the Innocency of his Cauſe, 
and the Clearneſs of his Conſcience, manifeſting 
themſelves in the Luſtre and Chearfulneſs of his 

Counte- 
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(4) Orat. in St. TEPNEN Tom. Go 


and undaunted Mind, and that nothing might 
be wanting to render it Effectual, he Confirm'd 
his Doctrine by many publick and unqueſtiona. 
ble Miracles, plain Evidences and Demonſtrati. 
ons of the Truth and Divinity of that Religion 
that he taught. This ſoon awakened the Malice! 
The Envy of the Unbelieving Jews; who ſelected the moſt Þ* 
and Oppoſi- Learned Men out of five of their chief Syna- . 
gogues or Colledges to diſpute with him: viz. BY 
| Zainſt bin. The Libertines, the Cyrenians, the Alexandrians, 7 
the Cilicians, and Aſians, an unequal Match |! 
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Countenance. There he defended himſelf with 
Words full of Prudence and Piety: He Zealouſly 
and Strenuouſly confuted the Jews in their erro- 
"TX neons Tenets concerning the true Meſſiah ; 
maintaining that JESUS of Nazareth was the 


f true one foretold by the Prophets. But when i 

4 they heard theſe things, they were cut to the Heart, | þ 

= Ke they gnaſhed on him with their Teeth, But he | | 

„ © regardleſs of what was done below, had his Eyes q 

ad Thoughts fix'd upon a higher and a nobler | 4 

0 Object; and was bleſſed with a Proſpect of the Pegel ; 
© Glories of Heaven, and a ſenſible Appearance of Helven. L 

Sy the Divine Majeſty, and the Holy JESUS cloath'd 1 

in the Robes of our Glorified Nature, ſtanding þ 

.at the the right-Hand of his Father. The bleſſed f 

Saint being infinitely raviſh'd with the Viſion; 

10 Publickly declar'd, That he ſaw the Heavens O- 

. pen d, and the Son of Man ſtanding at the Right- 

0 band of GOD; as if it were to protect and 

„ crown his Suffering Servant. Then they were 

hi E tranſported with Fury, taxing him with Blaſphe- 

= my; and running upon him with united Malice, 1 tw 

ir they hurried him out of theCity,inorder to ſtone, f 


him to Death, as the Ancient Law was againſt the cx. 
0 WW Blaſphemers. The Witneſſes according to Cuſ- 
5 tom ſtript themſelves, and laid their Garments 
„at Saul's Feet, who in a particular Manner was 
conſenting to his Martyrdom; and then began 
the Tragedy, which was inhumanly ſeconded 
. dy the Multitude, who fell upon bim with a 44% e., 
. Shower of Stones. At which Seaſon the Bleſſed 
It, Martyr was upon his Knees, devoutly recom- 1 
Mo mending his Soul to GOD, and loudly inter- 1 
ceeding for his blood-thirſty Enemies, that the i 
Almighty would convert their Hearts, and not 
5 lay the Sin to their Charge. Having thus ſent up 
his Prayers to Heaven, he gave up the Ghoſt; 
E 3 15 Or, 
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TO ConsipRERATIONS 


* 


Or, as the ſacred Hiſtorian elegantly expreſſes 
it, fell aſlcep : So ſoft a Pillow is Death to a good 
Man; ſo quietly does he leave the World, as a 
weary Labourer goes to his Reſt at Night. L 


— 


Epiſtle. ) CONSIDERATIONS C, ©oſdl. 


Acts 7. \ Matt. 23. 
Verſe 55. FOR < Verſe 34, 
to the 1 ta the 
Endl. ) St. SrEPHEN's Day. 4 


End. 


AN hath but one Entrance into the World, 

but a Thouſand Ways to paſs from 

thence: And as it is in the Natural, ſo it is in 

the Spiritual; for Nothing but the Union of 

Faith and Obedience, can ſecure our Regenera- 

tion, and our New-Birth, and can bring us to 

ſee the Light of Heaven; but there are a Thou- 

ſand Paſſages of turning into Darkneſs. Now 

that we may refreſh the Sadneſs of this Conſide- 

ration, let us Imitate the Example of St. Srz- 

PHEN, the Proto- Martyr of the Chriſtian Faith, 

 whocaus'd Light to break forth from the deep- 

eſt Incloſures of Darkneſs, and Grace to triumph 

upon the Ruines of Sin. When his bloody Per- 
ſecutors clos'd him in on every Side, his Faith and 

Pe n was moſt Admirable! As to the firſt, 

rab. © twas not a flight tranſient Glance, A drowſy 

imperfect Aſſent, A ſtaggering wavering Opi- 

nion; but *twas a lively Repreſentation, and af- 


fective Viſion, a full Perſwaſion of thoſe Glorious tic 
Truths which G 0 D hath prepared for thoſe that he 
love him. He look'd forward with the Eyes of to 


Angels, and Judg'd by the Light of the Bleſſed F 
Spirit. He beheld (amidſt all the Barharitie ſt 
| that 


For St. SręrHENS DAÄx. 71 
hat Men could inflict) the Heavens open d, and His Glori- 
his Prince and Saviour ſitting at the Right Hand 5g. 851 
of Power, with one Hand diſpenſing his Graces; — 
with the other holding never. fading Wreaths to 
Crown the Patience of his Saints. There he 
likewiſe ſaw the Illuſtrious Orders of Angels, 
with Crowns of Glory and Bleſſedneſs on their 
Heads, beckoning to him from the farther Shore, 
to make haſt thither, and come into the Joyous 
„Participation of their Society and Happineſs. 
And this exalted him above Nature: tranſpor- 

ted him above the World and Fleſh ! His Soul 

leap'd for Joy to ſee a Way Open'd into the Ho- 
ly of Holies; eſpecially when he conſider'd the 
mighty Intereſt he had there: that delightful 
Proſpect was abundantly ſufficient to ſupport his 

© Spirits under the moſt direful Accidents... 22 
Whereupon he gave a bold Defiance, to all the ne if bad 
combining Malice of his Perſecutors, and did in en bim. 
a manner, tell them, that he would be Happy 
© Eternally Happy, in deſpight of the worſt they 
could do to him; ſeeing the Matter wholly de- 
= pended upon his own Courage and Reſolution, 

back'd and aſſiſted by the never-failing Grace of 

GOD. He knew there was Nothing that his 
Enemies could deprive him of, bat what he 

could very well live without, and maintain him- 

ſelf in a Happy and Glorious Poſt for Ever: So 

that he was not liable to be turned out of his 
_ Happineſs by the Knaveries and Cruelties of 

Men; for this bleſſed Theme futniſn'd him 

with ſuch a mighty Force of Joyful Conſidera- 

tions, as caus'd the moſt melancholy Appre- 

henſions to fly away, like the Morning-Miſts be- 

fore the riſing- Sun. A e Hip ane 

THUS bravely did that great Heto of Chri- of Mar- 
ſtianity Sr. STEPHEN ſuffer {or Riphreonſneſs tytdom. 
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CoNnsSIDERATIONS 


j is 4 Re 
| paſty of 


Degree of Virtue ! It is the greateſt. Teſtimony 


Superlative Demonſtration of the Univerſality 


knowledge nothing more Auguſt in Religion than 
Martyrdom, as being a Concurrence of the great- 

* hg eſt Vertues: ThereFaith and Love is inPerfeQi- 
ermes. on; For it myſt certainly be an excellentDegree 
| of Faith, which that Man has in GOD, who can 
reſign up all that is good and pleaſant in this 
World, and ſubmit himſelf to all that is Evil, 

or Terrible; that can meet Death with all its 
Natural and Artificial Terrours, and truſt 
GOD for his Reward in another Life. What a 
Generous, Victorious Faith is this! And what a 
Stupendious Love muſt ſuch a Perſon have for 


Aud the the Almighty? It muſt be a Degree of Love 


Markof truly Seraphick, and which comes the neareſt of 
true Faith Any to the Love of Angels and Beatify'd Spirits, 
and Love. that can reconcile him to ſuch an Undertaking, 
For to have a Man go alone, and in cold Blood to 

the Stake, or to the Scaffold; (as one elegantly 
diſcourſes) when in every Period of his Advance, 

tis ſtill in hisPower by compliance to recede from 

his dreadful Undertaking, and there calmly and 
deliberately ſubmit himſelf to certain Execution, 


and feel himſelf die with all his Thoughts, Re- 


flections, and Paſſions about him; This is certain- 


ly ſach af noble SpeQacle of Faith and Love as 


might well deſerve to be a Theatre to Angels 


and Men, Yea, even to GOD himſelf. 


THUS much concerning Martyrdom inGeneral. 
But to proceed in our particular Remarks upon 
St. SrEPHEN's Death, let us Conſider how Piouſ- 


Aiguuri. If and Zealguſly be recommended his departing 


| Sake, which was a moſt Sublime and Exalted 


of the greateſt Love to Die for GOD; and con- 


WB 
ovl te 
to the 
be hi 
ſequently the moſt Noble, the moſt reſignd and al! tha 
to fle 
of our Obedience. Juſtly therefore may we ac- vpon | 
ſignat 
No 
count 
Pray 
mies 
venge 
Mens 

Meaf 
beſt! 
= JESL 


— 


Por St. Steentn's Dar. 73 


goul to the right owner. He directs his Addreſs 
to the bleſſed j ES US, who came on purpoſe to 
aue him from his Enemies, and from the Hands of 
/ that Hated him. He ſent up his Prayers faſter 
to Heaven, than they could Rain down Stones 
vpon him; all the while with Patience and Re- 
ſignation ſubmitting his Injuries to the Deciſion 
of him who is conſtituted the Judge of all Men. 
Now the Heroick Gallantry of this Age will ac- 
count it an Argument of a poor Spirit to fly to 
prayer, as a Means of Defence from our Ene- 
mies; Since Oaths and Menaces, Fury and Re- 

7 venge, are the Irreligious Teſtimonies of moſt _ Lo 
Mens Courage. But if we would take right =_ 
= Meaſures, we ſhall ſurely reckon it among our { 
beſt Policies to fly to the Protection of the Holy A. Es 
JESUS. He can Obſerve and Pity our Fears" 

and Sorrows, and remark the Cruelties and In- 

juſtice of our Enemies, and ſo diſcover the beſt 

Means, and the fitteſt time for our Deliverance : 

For if they ſhould he licens'd to take away our 

„ Temporal Life, a Chriſtian might more truly 4 Ex. 
than Socrares, ſay, (a) My Enemies may kill me, cellency. 
bu they cannot hurt me. For at the worſt, their 
„Malice would but ſend us a little ſooner to an 

i IE Eternity of Joy; where we ſhall unload our 
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| ſelves at once of all our preſent Sighs and Griefs, 

and in their Room take up Eternal Songs of 

Praiſe and Hallelujahs; and where every Mo- 
ments Enjoyment will be ſufficient to recom- 
| pence us a Thouſand Fold, for all the Hardſhips 
under which we are now Suffering and com- 
plaining. e 
N Bur 
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CONSIDERATIONS. 


Forgivinz Conſideration, is the ſublime Charity of the 
Injuries 4 Bleiſed Martyr >, which was compreheaſive 


_ Chriſtian 
Duty. 


The areat 
Wiſdom 
thereof. 


L * 


ry, and entertain a Deſire of Revenge, we ſhall 


BUT the next thing that offers it ſelf to our 


enough to cover the higheſt Affronts, and 
the greateſt Wrongs and Injuries that were 
put upon him; and accordingly after the Exam. 
ple of his great Maſter, he prayed for the Pardon 
of his Murderers, even while they were ſtoning 7 
him with the moſt implacable Malice. (4)All the 
evil Accidents that befel him, was but like: 
Shower of Hail upon the Tiles of a Muſick-houſe, 
which with all its Clatter and Noiſe diſturbs ac 
the Harmony that is within. He was not moy'd 

into Paſſion, nor into a deſire of Revenge; Not. 
withſtanding all the fierce Threatnings of his 
bloody Perſecutors. This was certainly the 
wiſeſt and beſt way of Procedure; while we are 
in this World, we muſt expect to be encom- 
paſs'd with continual Crowds of evil Accidents, 
and if we are apt to be affected with the Inju- 


be continually pain'd and diſquieted; we ſhall 
be the Sport of every Wind and Wave, and be 


Happy 


— 
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(a) St. Auguſtin brings in St. STEPHEN ſpeabing thus 
unto GOD. Ego Patior, Ego Lapidor, in me ſæviunt, 
et in me Fremunt, ſed ne ftatuas illis hoc Peccatum, 
quia ut dicam tibi a te primo Audivi. Ego ſervus 
tuus Patior, ſed multum intereft inter Me & Te; Tu 
Dominus, Ego Servus; Tu Verbum, Ego auditor Verbi: 
Tu Magifter, Ego Diſcipulus; Tu Creator, Ego Crea- 
tus; Tu Deus. Ego Homo; multum intereft inter Pec- 
catum iſtorum qui lapidant me, & illorum qui Crucifix- 
erunt te: quando ergo dixifti, Pater ignoſce illis, quia 
Neſciunt quid Faciunt, pro magno Peccato petifti, et 
me pro minimo petere docuifti ; Domine ne ſtatuas illis 
hoc Peccatum; Ego patior in Carne, ifti non periant 
in Mente. Aug. Ser. 1.de S. Stephano. (A. 
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Happy or Miſerable as the little Occurrences of 
Life fall out. But if we would follow the Advices 

of Reaſon, and turn our Anger into Patience and 

Charity, we ſhall be elevated above the reach 

re of Injury; our well-inform'd Minds will be ,,,, 

n. rais'd above the Clouds in a calm and quiet eA- conſe. © 

ther, and with a brave Indifferency we ſhall hear quence. 

the rowling Thunders grumble, and burſt under 

KT our Feet: All outward Accidents will fall on 

our Minds (as they did on St. STzpren ) like 

Stones on a Bed of Down, where they lie eaſily 

and quietly, and are received with a calm and 

ſoft Compliance. And this will be a much great- 

er and more ingenuous Pleaſure, than the high- 

eſt Revenge can give us: I mean that of forgiv- 

ing Injuries, and praying for the Injurious: 

his is a Pleaſure ſo Pure and Refin'd, ſo Noble 

and Heroick, that none but Rational Natures are 

capable of it; whereas that of Spight and Re- 

= venge (if it can be called a Pleaſure) is a mere 

E Beſtial One: Every the moſt contemptible Ani- 

mal, can be Angry when 'tis Moleſted, and en- 

| deavour to return the Miſchief. ws? 

LET us then follow the Example of this bleſ- &econ- 

ſed Saint, in having an univerſal Love and Cha- mended 

„ rity for all Mankind. This is the Abridgment , 4. 

4 of Chriſtian Perfection, the fulfilling of the Di- 

„vine Law, for all the particular precepts are in 

s Subſtance, Love. This principally reſpects 

Chriſtians, who are Children of the ſame Hea- 

ö venly Father, and joynt Heirs of the ſame Glo- 
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- W rious Inheritance, and therefore without it all 
. other Vertues have but a falſe Luſtre. Let us 
therefore quench the Fire of Anger, and in the 
s Room kindle the Fire of Love towards our great- 
t eſt Enemies. And tho' they are plotting to 


make us as Miſerable as they can, this is ſtill a 
5 | brave 


The PRAVYER. 


brave Opportunity of making our Charity more 


Illuſtrious. We may then cry out, Father 


« 


forgive them; We may recommend them as we 
do departing Friends in Prayers and Tears to 
600; and whatever the Succeſs prove to them, 
it will be an inconceivable Happineſs to us: Al“ 

that they can do will Vaniſh as ſoon as we Awake 
in Eternity; and there we ſhall receive the Fruits 
of all our Love and Charity to our Enemies, and 
our moſt acute Troubles will be in a Moment |” 
for ever loſt, and ſwallow'd up in one Continu- 7 
ed Everlaſting Joy. . 


The PRA VER. 
MOST Great and Glorious LORD GOD! 
ble free Beſtower of all Bleſſmgs, who in thy 
firſt Martyr St. StepHeN, bath vouchſaf*d thy 
Church an eminent Example of Chriſtianity : Give 
me Grace, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, to tranſcribe 
in my Heart that Faith and Charity, that Patience 
and Reſignation, and all other Graces that were con- 
picuous in him. Give me an Heroick Spirit, and an 
undaunted Refolution, that I may contemn the World 
and all things in it, whenever they come in competi- 
tion with my Duty to thee. Kindle in me a firm and 
ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Promiſes, an Univerſal Love 
towards all the World, and 4 Meek and long-ſuffering 
Spirit; that I may never remember any Injury to the 
Prejudice of any Man, but that I may love my Neigh- 
| bour as my ſelf, and thee more than my ſelf, and 
more than all the World; that ſo at laſt I may be re- 
ceived into the Regions of Peace and eternal Charity, 
there to ſpend a long Eternity in the Fruition of the 
Face and Excellency of GOD the Father, os os 
Huoly 
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N G nt, O LORD ! that in all our Sufferings here 


The 8 


Holy Ghoſt, to whom be Glory and Praiſe; Honour 
| and Adoration, Thankſgiving and Euchariſt , now 
and for Ever. Amen. | 


* 


— 


The CorLECr. 


a” 


upon Earth, for the Teſtimony of thy Truth, we 
may ſtedfaſtly look up to Heaven, and by Faith be- 


g I hold the Glory that ſhall be revealed ; and being fil- 
led with the HOLY GHOST, may learn to Love and 
7 Bleſs our Perſecutors, by the E 


xample of thy firſt Mar- 
tyr St. STEPHEN, who prayed for his Murderers to 
thee, O Bleſſed JESUS ! who ſtandeth at the right- 
hand of GOD, to ſuccour all thoſe that ſuffer for 
thee, our only Mediatour and Advocate. Amen. 
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St. John ot JOHN the Evangeliſt, was a Galilean, the 
be Son of Zebidee and Salome, and Brother of 
Rel at: St. James termed the Major. He was call'd very 
ons, Young, (and in the State of Cælibacy) to the 


Apoſtleſhip : but he was equal in Piety and Wif- 


dom to thoſe who were much more Ancient: 


Inſomuch that his LORD and Maſter had a pat. 
ticular Affection for him, and lov'd him more 
The pecuti. than any of the Apoſtles , and for this Reaſon he 
ar Favours Was term'd the Diſciple whom FESUS low'd,that is 


conferrd treated with more Freedom and Familiarity than 


on him by the reſt. He was one of the three Partakers in 
7 Ho the moſt Intimate Paſſages of our Saviour's Life. 
UR. He was preſent at the Cure of Peter's Wives 
Mother. The raiſing of Jairuss Daughter. And 

the Transfiguration in the Mount. Moreover, he 

lay in our SAVIOUR's Boſom at the Paſchal Sup- 


per, and tho? St. Peter durſt not ask his Maſter - i 


who it was that ſhould betray him, yet while St. 
Joux lay in this Poſture, He, (by the Inſtiga- 
tion of St. Peter,) propounded the Queſtion, and 
thereupon was made to underſtand, that it was u- 
das Iſcariot, theSon of Simeon. This Favour our Apo- 
ſtle endeavour'd in ſome meaſure toAnſwer by re- 
turns of particular Kindneſs and Conſtancy to our 
SAVIOUR; for when the Holy JESUS went into 
the Garden of Gethſemane, he took Peter, Jang: 
an 


St. Johns Dar. re: 


Upon St. Johns Dar. 79 
and lou, to be Witneſſes of his Agony : but He was 
being berray'd by the Treachery of Judas, and ger 
deliver'd into the Power of the Jews, his Diſci- 3 ” 
les forſook bim and fled, (Matth. 26. 56.) but St. fh Ger- 
Joux above all the reſt, ſoon recover'd him- den. 


ä L ſelf, and return'd back to ſeek his Maſter, reſo- 


lutely entring into the High-Priefts Hall, and 
following our LORD thro” the ſeveral Paſſages 
of his Tryal, and at laſt waited upon him at his * attends 
U7 Gucifizion, zealouſly owning him, in the thick- ciricna 
eſt Crowds of his moſt inveterate Enemies. at 
this time it was that our LORD, (by his aft 
Will and Teſtament made upon the Cyoſs,) appoint- Vat made 
ed him Guardian of his own Mother, the bleſſed Grardian 
Virgin: When be ſaw his Mother, and the Diſciple 6 FI 
= ſtanding by whom he lov'd : He ſaid unto his Mother, Virgin. 
= Woman, behold thy Son. SEE, here is one ſhall = 
© © fapply my Place, and be to thee inſtead of a 
San, to love and honour thee, to provide and 
© © take Care of thee : And to the Diſciple he ſaid, 
behold thy Mother. (John 19. 26, 27.) © HER, 
E © whom thou ſhalt henceforth treat and obſerve 
with that Duty and honourable Regard, 
| © which the Relation of an indulgent Mother 
(challenges from a Pious and Obedient Son: 
| Whereupon, He took her into his own Houſe, af- 
ter the Death of her Husband Joſeph, and made 
ber a Principal part of his Charge and Care. 
| UPON the Day of CHRIS T's Reſurrection, 
| Mary Magdalen came early to the Sepulchre, and 
not finding our LORD's Body, ſhe went imme- 
diately to Joun and Peter, to give them an c- 
count of it. Which as ſoon as they heard, they Ze vitee 
preſently. haſtned to the Sepulchre, where ſeeing * Sepul- 
the Limen Cloaths lie wherein his Bieſſed Body ©), + 14 
was wrapp'd, they both concluded that he was Reſurre- 
ſtol'n away, having no Fore-knowledge that he &ion, 
Was 
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was to riſe the third Day from the Dead. But 
ſome few Days after this St. Joux was a fiſhing 
with other of the Diſciples, at the Sea of Tiberi. 
at; and at the ſame Time, JESUS appear'd to 
them upon the Shore, but was unknown to them 


all, till Joun gave Notice to Peter that it was | : 
their LORD; after which they haſten'd all to! 


N Shore, and din'd with him. 
How long 
2 feud ſalems till the Death of the Blefſed Virgin, which 


lem. happen'd (ſays (2) Euſebius) Annochriſti 18. Some 

- time after her Death, he Journyed into Aſia 

Aſia bis Minor, and there founded the Churches of Smyr- 

Apoſtoli- na, Thyatira, Pergamus, Sardis, Philadelphia, La- 

dal ro- odicea, &c. which together with Epheſus makes 

une up the ſeven Churches which he mentions in his 

Revelations, But having ſetled his Affairs in 

He Preach. Aſia, (tis thought) he went more Eaſt ward, and 

ed in Par. Preached in Parthia, to which People, his firſt 
thi Epiſile was Anciently directed. 

MANY Years being thus ſpent (i. e. in pro- 

Pagating Chriſtianity ; Preaching where the 

Goſpel had not yet taken Place, and confirming 

it where it was already planted) at length came 

_ thePerſecution of Domitian, whereupon St. Joun 

being repreſeated as a Diſturber of the Peace of 

Was ſent the Empire, was ſent bound to (b) Rome by 

Priſoner to Command of the Proconſul of Aſia, where he 

Rome. yas treated with all the Cruelty Rage could ſug- 

Was caſt geſt; and was at laſt, caſt into a Cauldron of Scal- 

Ito 4 | | 
Cauldron 


. (a) Hift. Eccl. Lib. 2. „ 

(b) Percurre Eccleſias Apoſtolicas apud quas i ſe adhue 
Cathedræ Apoſtolorum, &c. habes Roma m, &c. Ubi A0- 
ſtolus JOHANNES poſteaquam in Oleum Igneum de- 
merſus, nihil paſſus eſt, in Inſulam relegatur. Tertull. de 
Præſcript. Hæret. | 


oy | ding. 
of Scalding —_— — * Os” 


OUR Apoſtle dwelt in his own Houſe at Jeru- | FT 
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1 3 dinoOyl ſet onFire in thePreſence of all the Roman 
Senate. But his great LORD and Maſter (who 


Z favour'd him above all the Apoſtles, while he was 


on Earth,) gave a clear Demonſtration of his 


( Omnipottar Power, by preferring him in this 
Danger; and ſecuring him as the three Hebrew 


I Captives were, in the midſt of a burning Furnace. 
But this Strange and Unexpected Miracle had no 
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Lin 


being ſlain, Cocceius Nerva 


Effect upon the Obdurate Heart of the ſtupid 


Emperour, for he immediately baniſt'd him into #774 545 


Pat mos, a diſconſolate and in the Archipelago : 


and being cut off from all ordinary Converſation 


and Society with Men, he was entertain'd with 


the more immediate Converſes of Heaven: for 
GOD Open'd the Cabinet of Glory to him; giv- 
ing him thoſe excellent Revelations by ſeveral 


Viſions, which are tranſmitted to us in the Book 


of that Name. Th. 


BUT it happen'd ſoon after, that Domitiar 
(a Man of a Mild 
Diſpoſition ) ſucceeded in the Empire; who 


> Immediately reſcinded the Barbarities of his Pre- 


deceſſour, and by pnblick Edict recall'd thoſe 


from Baniſhment, whom the Fury of Domitian 


had ſent thither. St. Joux taking Advantage 
of this general Indulgence, was brought back 


But, at his return, 


niſh'd into 


Patmos, 


wrote his 
Revelati- 
Olls. | 


He returns 


| from Pat mos; return'd to Aſia ; and fix'd his to Ephe- 
| Seat again at Epheſus : where he liv'd in his old 
{ Age among his Friends. 


ſus. 


And go- 
verns the © 


Timothy the former Biſhop of it being dead, 14,;r5of 
he was Importun'd to take upon him the Care of that Pro- 
that Droceſs, which he Accepted and Govern'd, vince« 
till the Reign of Trajan. . 
St. Joux was ninety Years Old, (as Epiphani- 


relates) when he took upon him this Care; 

About which time (at the earneſt Entreaty and 

Solicitation of the Aſian Biſhops) he wrote his 
2 


Goſpelz 
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wy Gel Goſpel; firſt having enjoin'd them to ſet apart 
1 p = ſome time to Faſt and Pray for the Aſſiſtance of 
written, Heaven on ſo great an Undertaking. In it he 

declares the Divine Nature of JESUS CHRIST, 


DP 


as the other Evangeliſts do his Humanity; the 
principal Cauſe of his being ſo copious on that 
Subject, was to obviate the Hereſies of thoſe 
Times; and to confute Cerinthus, Ebion, the V.. 
colaitans and Others, who began Openly to deny þ * 
CHRIS T's Divinity, and his Exiſtence before! 
his Incarnation. Another Reaſon was, that he 
might ſupply thoſe Paſſages of the Evangelical! 
Hiſtory, which the reſt of the ſacred Writers ! 
wrote three had omitted. But beſides this, our Apoſtle wrote 
Epiſtles, three Epiſtles, which does to this Day bear his Þ 


Name. The firſt whereof is Catholick, contain- 
ing moſt excellent Rules for the Conduct of Hu- 
mane Life, and hath always been received by the 
Church without any Scruple or Objections. As 


Abe for the two other, which are very ſhort, (a 


Apoca- likewiſe the Apocalypſe) ſome little Doubt hath 


1lypſe. been among the Ancient ( Greeks eſpecially,) 


and ſome few Modern Cenſors: But the Gra. 
vity and Piety both of the Stile and Matter, 
ſoon vindicated their Repute into the Caron of 
His Gol- the Church. But the Goſpel of St. Johx, is fa- 


— mous in all the Churches of the World, for 


Admir' d. its Spirituality and Divinity: and 'tis no 3 


Wonder that a Goſpel compos'd by the In- 
The Subje ſtin& of the Spirit, ſhould be all Spiritual. Theo- 
of it ſub- doret ſtiles it, (a) A Theology which Humant 


lime and Unaerſtandings can never fully penetrate and find 


nnſterious. out. And St. Cyril of Alexandria, ſays, that 


Who- 


— 


— 


(4) ©:onoyiay dare aySgurus nal dur 
comm. in Ezech. 0 
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L (a) Whoever looks to the Sublimity of his Incompre- 
F henſible Notions; the Acumen and Sharpneſs of his 


Reaſon ; and the quick Inferences of his Diſcourſes 
conſtantly ſucceeding and following upon one another; 
muſt needs confeſs, that his Goſpel, perfettly 
exceeds all Admiration, For which Reaſons he 1s 
generally (by the Ancients) reſembled to an (6) St. F0z7N 
Eagle, ſoaring above the Clouds of Humane ebe 
Weakneſs, and having a piercing Sight into“ ng Ea- 
highMyſteries : And he truly anſwer'd his Name, 5 
Boanerges; for he ſpake and writ like aSon I han- Shed Bo- 
der. He was alſo peculiarly honour'd with the eres. 


Title of the Divine; as if it were due to none 414 the 


but him: at leaſt were due to him in a more emi- Divine: 
nent and extraordinary manner. GOD gave 
him not only the Knowledge of the Myſteries 

he reveal'd, but an Ability to expreſs them ful- 

ly and fairly: And tho' his Style be not florid 

and elegant, yet it is Grave and Pious, Short and 
Perſpicuous. 5 


BU x before I conclude, I can't forbear reci- 


ting a moſt remarkable (c) Paſſage of this Saint's A very re 
Life, it being Admirable in all the Parts of it mai kable 

and worthy our moſt ſerious Thought and Ap 
| plication : The Sum of which is this. Our Apo- 
| /le coming to a Place near Epheſ#s, eſpied a 


1 Paſſage of 
Life. 
Youth (of a comely Shape aad pregnant Parts,) 

Ce F 2 which 


= 2 7 
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(a) "Big 76 72. 3 Stopyudror n,, nai f lrayoiag 
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(b) Nemo, Audeo dicere, tanta ſublimitate Sapientiæ 
Majeſtatem Dei Vidit, & Nobis proprio Sermone rele- 
ravit, Tranſcendit Nubes, Tranſcendit Virtutes CwQlo- 
rum, Tranſcendit Angeles, & Verbum in Principio re- 
perit, & apud Deum Vidit. Ambroſe Præf. Comme in Luc. 
(ec) Euſeb. Fccl. Hiſt. e 
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which he thought might become an Eminent and 


uſeſul Perſon, if effectual Care was taken of his 


Education. Whereupon he delivers him to the 
Biſhop of that Place, and lays the ſtricteſt Injun- 


Qions upon him, to be very careful in Cultiva- - 
ting the Mind and Manners of the Toung Man. 


The good Biſhop undertook the Charge, Inſtru- 


ed his Pupil, and Baptized him. Which being | 1 


done, he thought he might truſt him to his own 


Conduct. But the Youth ſoon made an ill Uſe of | : 


his Liberty, for falling into bad Company, he 
let. looſe the Reins to all manner of Exorbitancy; 
and agreeing with his Confederates, they com- 
bin'd themſelves into a Society of High- way Men 
and in that flagicious Company this Young Man 
quickly becomes ſo great aProficient, as to be Cap- 


tain and Leader of the Fraternity. At this Sea- 


{on (as GOD would have it) the Apoſtle re- 


turns again into thoſe Parts; and enquir'd of the 


Biſhop after the TJoung Man, who with a dejected 
Look, and with Tears in his Eyes, anſwer'd, 
Alas, he is dead | And being demanded by what 
kind of Death : replied, He's Dead to GOD, and 
all Goodneſs ! and is fled with his Companions to 
the Mountains hard by to be a Thief and a Rob- 
ber. The Apoſtle hearing this (Aged as he was, 
without any Conſideration of what Danger he 
entred upon, in venturing himſelf upon Perſons 
of deſperate Fortunes, and forfeited Conſcien- 
ces,) call'd for a Horſe and a Guide, and went 
to the Mountains, where their uſual Haunt was. 


There he no ſooner arriv'd, but he was arreſted 
by the Ceutinel Thief, but without the leaſt Fear 


or Surprizal, he deſir'd to be brought before 
their Commander; as ſoon as the Captain heard 


this, he preſented himſelf Arm'd toreceive him : 
but he no ſooner perceived who it was, but be- 


ing 
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Upon St. John's Dav. 


ing ſeiz d with Shame, he run from him with all 

the Speed he could. The Holy Sainr (forgetting 
his Age and Weakneſs ) followed after with 
all his Might; but being not Able to overtake 
him, he cryed out, Why, O my Son! my Son! 


„ doſt thou fly thy Father? thy Aged Unarmed 
Father? Fear not: I did not come to Deſtroy 
te thee, but am deſirous to ſave thee ; Ill Pray 
* for thee ; I'll Intercede with CHRIST JESUS 
* on thy behalf; I am ready to lay down my 
«Life to ſave thy Soul. 


for him, returned him a true Penitent and Con- 


ö vert to the Church. 


THIS Story (tho' ſomewhat long) I was wil- 


ling to produce, it being ſo very remarkable in it 
ſelf, and ſo Noble an Example of true Repentance. 
Wie may from hence obſerve how a Senſe of h may 
| Guilt, and unwarrantable Practices, baffles a be learm 
| Man's Spirit, dejects his Courage, diſarms and ſub- Iron 

dues him; whereas Goodneſs and Charity to the 
Souls of Men, Inſpirits and Actuates a Perſon a- 
bove his Age, Temper, and Common Capacity. 
The Aged Apofle forgot himſelf, to recover the 
dillolute Toth; He had a true Compaſſion, and 
| a flaming Love to the Soul of a deſperate Sin- 
ner. Here may we take Notice, how he broke 
| thro! all Difficulties and Diſcouragements to re- 
| duce Mankind from the Snares of a debauched 


and a vicious Life. Certainly there is ſome un- 
known Delectation in Vertue ; there is an exqui- 
F 3 ſite 


„ The Revolted Youth 
hearing this, makes a Stand, and then with Eyes 
cCaſt down, and Weapons laid aſide, he begins to 
| be ſtruck to the Heart, and at laſt weeping bit- 
terly, he embrac'd the Aged Apoſtle with all poſ- 
ſible Expreſſions of Sorrow and Grief, inſomuch 
that he was re-baptized in his own Tears. Then 
St. Joux having Faſted with him, and Prayed 


thence, 
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Upon St. John's Day. f 


Sr, John's TO conclude: Love and Charity was the con- 
ſtant Practice of this Bleſſed Saint. Tis the 
great Vein that runs through his Writings, and 


His great 
Age and 
Death. 


was it to ſee a Voung Hector, running away from 


to ſtand before unarm'd and Infirm Old-Age? 


He livd till the Time of Trajan who ſucceeded 


Stories concerning his ſleeping in his Tomb, and 


Death, yet juſtly challenges that Honourable 


11 — 


ſite Luſire and Beauty in the Countena nce, Voice, and 
Motion of a good Man; for how ſtrange a thing 


an Old Apoſtle ? An Armed Captain not daring 


Surely this Inſtance is enough to perſwade any 
conſidering Man, that there muſt be a Divinity 


in that Religion that had ſuch remarkable Atteſ- 
tations. | 


he exemplified it in himſelf till his Dying Day. 


Nerva, about the Beginning of whoſe Reign he 
departed this Life at Epheſus, in the ninety eight, 
or ninety ninth Year of his Age, as is generally 
believed. He was buried at Epheſus in the City, 
where ſeveral Fathers obſerve, that his Tomb 
was then remaining in the Church, built to his 
Honour, and call'd by his Name: but as for thoſe 


the like, they are not worthy our Notice. The- 
ophhylact, and others, affirm that he died a Martyr; 
but St. (a) Jerom obſerves that he was not put to 


Title, by reaſon of his Manifold Sufferings in the 
Cauſe of CHRIST. | 


(a) Comm. in Manth, 20: 


Co- 
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4 from „„ 13 
ver. 1 to | . ver. 19. to 
the End. . Joux s Davy. the End. 
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rom 


HERE is a never-failing Spring of Kind- 
I neſs and Good-will in Parents towards their 
Children, which flows with that Life and Vigour, 
and bears ſuch a mighty Stream that nothing is 


able to divert the Current; eſpecially when they 


; prove Good and Virtuous: then the Parents feel 
an unſpeakable Delight and Satisfaction, and 


their Children are the Crown of their Age, their 
Joy and Triumph. There is, in like Manner, an 
everlaſting Propenſion in Almighty GOD to 
love his Children, and upon their becoming Obe- 
dient and Holy, he not only takes Infinite De- 
light and Complacency in them, but Honours 


them with apparent J eſtimonies of his Favour 


and Good- wil} : Of which we cannot havea more 


lively Inſtance than in the beloved Diſciple. This 


holy Perſon was call'd to his Dignity when he 
was very Young; at an Age very much expos'd 
tothe Vanities and Temptations of the World, 


and moſt Averſe to Suffering: However, he 
ſtood out reſolutely againſt all kind of Charms 
and Terrors, and continued faithful to his Ma- 
ſter, with the Conſtancy and Reſolution of more 


experienc'd Years; and thus giving Proof of a 
Heart open to nothing but the Love of CHRIST, 
was therefore above all beloved by him. He was 


admitted to lay his Head in the Boſom of the Ho- 


ly JESUS, which Honourable Place was not gi- 
ven to any of the Aged, but reſerv'd for our A- 


poſtle: And fo he found the Pleaſures of this 
FS World 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


The Advan- 
tages of an 


_ early Pie- 
ty. 


World, infinitely paid! infinitely out-donel by 
the better and larger Amends of Grace and Di- 
vine Comforts in Exchange. From hence tis 


evident, that the Advantages of coming unto 
CHRIST in our Youthful Days are very conſi. 
derable: GOD Almighty being extreamly de- 
lighted with an early Piety; and the firſt Fruits 


of ohr Lives, (when dedicated to his Remem- 
brance,) are moſt Acceptable to him. For as 


the curious Eye of GOD obſerves the firſt Line; 


and Traces of Nature; the firſt Efays and Palpita- 


tions of Life; ſo he takes Notice of the firſt Mo. 
tions of Grace, of the moſt Weak and Imperfe# 
Eſſays of the new-birth, or as the Apoſtle expreſ- 


ſes it, when CHRIST is beginning to be form'd in 
Men. And from the Inſtant that a Man commen- 


_ cauſes him to have a free Acceſs unto the Al- 
mighty; a ſure Protection under him; and a rea- 


The Beauty 
F Holi- 
ne illu- 


ſtrated. 


ces a Life of Piety, he is inſtated in great Honour; 
He enters into moſt noble Relations, (and with 
the beloved Diſciple) acquires moſt illuſt rious Ti- 
tles, and enjoys moſt Glorious Priviledges. 
Such a Man is wiſer than the Aged (as the Pſalmiſt 


obſerves) but why ? becauſe he keeps the Com. 


mandments of his GOD; which makes him be- 
come the Friend and Favourite of Heaven, and 


dy Aſſiſtance from him in all his Needs. This 
is the Way to improve in Knowledge, this is the 
Point of true Wiſdom and high Perfection. Ho- 
lineſs is a Noble and Stately thing! GOD hath 
Impreſſed upon it that Beauty and Majeſty which 
commands an univerſal Love and Veneration. 
For the Righteous is (not only in himſelf, but in 
common Eſteem) more excellent than his Neighbour, 
(Proy, 12.26.) The Fame of ſuch a Perſon is, 
in the beſt Judgments, far more Precious and 
truly Glorious than is the Fame of thoſe who have 
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excelbd in any other Deeds orQualities. For what 
ſober Man doth not in his moſt ſerious Thoughts, 
afford a more high and hearty reſpect to thisBleſ- 
ſed Saint, (of whom we have been ſpeaking) and 
to all thoſe poor Fiſhermen, who by their Heroi- 
cal Faith and Patience did honour GOD, in the 
; { Propagation of his Heavenly Truth, than to all 


| 7 thoſe Hettors in Chivalry; thoſe Conquerours and 
Atchievers of mighty Exploits; {thoſe Alexander t 
and Ceſars) who have been renown'd for doing 
things that ſeem'd great, rather than for perfor- 
| ming what was truly good? To the Honour of 
; | * thoſe Excellent poor Men conſpicuous Monuments 


have been erected every where; Anniverſary 
* Memorials of their Names and Virtues are cele- 
© brated; they are never mention'd or thought of 
| without reſpect; and their Commendations are 
' interwoven with the Praiſes of their great LORD 


| $ and Maker, whom they honoured. 


THUS hath GOD order'd it, that Honour, Piety 


and every thing that is Praiſe · worthy, is the na- what it 


| tural Conſequence of Piety and Virtue. St. %. 
ban took the moſt compendious Courſe to at- 
rain the moſt comprehenſive Felicity; The Hap- 
pineſs he ſought after, was not that tranſitory, 


q pere thing, which the Children of this Genz 


ration fondly covet and admire; but that Eæqui- 
, e, that Infinite, and Incomprehenſible Delight, of 
| which the Pure in Heart, and Spiritual Perſons 


receive ſome ſweet Foretaſts and Pledges ; by 


| having their Converſation with the Divine Com- 
| forter, while they themſelves are upon Earth. 
His Ambitions Labour was to be accepted of the 
{ LORD, whoſe favourable Teſtimony of his Fi- 
delity, would be his Eternal Honour, before 
the Glorious and Immenſe Theatre of Angels 
and Men at the great Day. As for the Om 


. — * — 
ay ach er; RJ — 
— — 3 -4z= 
S = ** 
— : 8 _— : = — 


— 


— 


E Eo RH TS. 7 
_— K A 
NP — ll oo 


1 "= = —_—_ % * „. 2. 
8 N — — 
* = 2 — = 
" * 8 — 


—  — —— 
* 
= 


pn 
ws i — 
* Poms + 


1 


— — * 2 - . = 2 2 
— — OD — — — 
. B — — 4 2 52 — — 
3 = hs _— —2 — — 
— I 2 : - 2 — — — = 
> y N — Bt — — - png — _ „ - 
_ 2 * 


2 —— 
— =— — "I 8 
2 EE - WP 
PE — CITY 
> : — — 
2 r 4 3 > 


— 

— — a . —— — — 

— 2 22 — n - 8 - — 7 
1 . — — 2 — * 


CONSIDERATIONS 


like it; Empty and Unſatisfatory, falſe and 
fleeting, ſwift in Decay, and of ſhort Continu- 
ance. But thoſe from GOD, he found by Expe. | 
rience, reſembled the Perfections of their Ay. | 


Its Dig- 
nity. 


er 


he knew that it was Vain, and all its Comforts 


thor, he being made Partaker (as a Reward 


for his Obedience and Love to his great Maſter) | 
of one of the greateſt Inſtances of Divine Boun- þ 
ty. For certainly, the Holy JESUS could not 


have given a more Honourable Teſtimony of his 
particular Love and Kindneſs to St. John, than 
to commit his own Mother (whom of all Earthly 
Relations he held moſt Dear and Valuable,) to 


dis Truſt and Care; and to ſubſtitute him to 


ſupply that Duty, which he himſelf paid her, 
while he was here below. From hence we may 


learn, that whatever falſe Notions of Honour and 


Greatneſs Men may delude themſelves with, yet 
ſtill they have poor and little Souls, who allow 
any thing beſides the Infinite and Eternal GOD, 
a very Honourable Place in their Affections and 


_ Eſteem. For how vaſt a Difference is there, be- 


*Tis moſt 
Efficacious 
to make 
MecnW iſe. 


tween the Wiſdom of a Mortified Pious Man; 
and the Pompous Learning of a Profound and Stu- 
dious Scholar ? That Knowledge which deſcends 
from above, ſpeaks its Heavenly Original, by 
marvellous and noble Effects; and wor ks a great- 
er Change in the Man; a greater Improvement 
in Profitable Knowledge ; than all that Com- 
prenenſion, which the beſ# Capacities, and the 

moſt Indefatigable Induſtry can ever attain to. 
WH ſhould we then with ſuch eager 
Tall, ſtrive to be Maſters of Logical Definiti- 
ons; or what do our abſtrated Speculations 
profit us? He, whom the Holy JESUS inſtructs 
doth attain Knowledge conſiderably, ſo as to be- 
come truly Wiſe, and Learned to 2 4 
here- 
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2 herefore 9 d'arf5v dN NCETER The Pious Man Both here, 
is the exquiſue Philoſopher, It is he that employs 
his Mind upon the moſt proper and worthy Ob- 
jects; that knoweth things which certainly beſt 
deſerve to be known; that hath his Soul enrich- 
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ed with the ſablimeſt Notions : For having the beſt 


' * Maſter to inſtruct him in his Studies, and the beſ# 


IBS. 


Rules to direct him in his Proceedings, he can- 
not be miſtaken; ſeeing in his Judgment and 
Choice of things he conſpireth with Infallible 
Wiſdom. And as a comfortable Addition to 
all this, when he hath paſs'd thro' the Shadow of And here. 
Death, the next Step commences Glory; where after. 


he will {till be Adorn'd with an infinitely great- 
er Meaſure of Knowledge and Wiſdom than is 
attainable in this Life : and with this Bleſſed 


Saint (and with all thoſe who conſecrated their 
| Endeavours, and who facrific'd their Lives to 
the promoting of GOD's Honour,) live in Love, 


and Peace, and Joy to all Eternity. 


— 2 — 


The PA VER. 


ETERNAL and ever bleſſed LORD GOD! 
by the Prerogative of whoſe ſpecial Grace, the 


Bleſſed Apoſtle St. JohN obtain'd that tranſcendent 
Character of the Beloved of his Maſter; and af- 
terwards became Exemplary in his Piety and Charity 


over all the World. Grant, I moſt humbly befeech 


thee, that his holy Example may encourage me to 
promote the Honour, and ſerve the Purpoſes of my 
great Creaton: To eſteem my ſelf Rich in no Trea- 


ſure, but thee; to Love and Delight in thee alone; 


and to take Satisfaction in all things elſe, in ſuch De- 
green and in Suhordination to ſuch Purpoſes only, as 
285 1 thou 
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The Correct. 


thou haſt Appointed ; and to receive every Diſpenſa 


tion of Providence, with ſuch a Spirit and Temper, a 


becomes my Duty, and may render it ſerviceable to 


the Ends, for which thou ſenteſt it. That ſo tran. 
ſcribing the Pattern of this excellent Saint, both in | 
my Heart and Practice; I may be tranſlated into 


thoſe Manſions of Bliſs where the Souls of the Faith. 


ful are in Joy and Everlaſting Felicity: thro the Me. 
rits and Interceſſion of FESUS CHRIST, my Bleſ- 
ſed LORD and Saviour. Amen. EE 


— —— 


The Cot iger. 


MER OTTO. LORD! I beſeech thee to caſt thy 
bright Beams of Light upon thy Church, that it 
being enlightned by the Dodrine of thy bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle and Evangeliſt St. JOHN, may fo walk in the 
Light of thy Truth, that it may at length attain to 


the Light of Everlaſting Life, thro JESUS CHRIST 


our LORD. Amen. 
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þ [8 \ II. I Cor. 9. 
| ; HEN JESUS was Born in Bethlehem: of Ju- 
- - dea, in the Days of Herod the King, there 


came Wiſe Men (inſpired by GOD) from the Eaſt 

| * 40 Jeruſalem; ſaying, Where 1s he t hat 1s Bor 77 Ring 

of the Jews? For we have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt, 
aud are come to Worſhip him. (Matth. 2. 1, 2.) 
t This Queſtion ſurpriz'd the People of Jeruſalem, 
| but more eſpecially Herod, who was at that time Nero 


of the Kingdom was in diſpute, ſince an Heir the coming 
from Heaven challeng'd it, and brought a Sar, of the Ma- 
and the Learning of the Eaſt with him, for Evi- 5 
E dence and Probation of his Title. Whereupon, 
He Aſſembled the whole Body of the Sanhedrim, 
| conſiſting of the moſt Learned of the Jews,and de- The San- 
manded of them, where the Meſſiah (which had bedr im 
been a long time expected) ſhould be Born; and eonvened. 
found by their Joint Determination, that Berhle- 
hem of Judea was the Place deſign'd by Ancient 
Prophecy, and GOD's Decree. As ſoon as he had 
received this Information, He ſent for the Aagi, 
orWiſemen, (who had publiſh'd this News) pri- Herod 

| Vately to him; and enquired of them at what _ 
| time the Star (which they ſpake of) appear'd. __ 
(Matth. 2, 7.) As ſoon as they had inform'd him, 
| He ſent them to Bethlehem with Inſt ructions to 
| ſearch diligently far the Toung Child: and to bring him 

| Word 
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King of the Jews; becauſe he fear d the Queſtion ſurpriſed at 
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Upon Innocents Dar. 
And pre-. Mord, pretending that He would come and Worſtig | mand 
—_ him. (verſe 8.) Upon this, The Miſe-Men de. 60ʃL 
wh parted from Jeruſalem, (ignorant of the Deſi igns | 3 Cour 
of this cruel Tyrant, who endeavour'd to fe... 

ſcind the Decrees of Heaven, and reverſe the- 
Reſults and eternal Counſels of Predeſtination) þ 1 
And being juſt got into the Way to Berhlehen, | 1 
they ſaw the Star again which had Appear'd 91 : 
them in the Faſt, and it directed them to the 
very place where the Young Child was. But ha- 
ving entred and paid the Tribute of their Offer. 
ings and Adorations, GOD would not ſuffer 
them to return to Herod, but being Admoniſh'd 
But was ina Dream of his wicked Devices, they return'd 

deluded: into their own Country another way. 
AL this while, Herod impatiently expected 
the return of the Viſe-Men, to hear what Diſco- 
veries they had made; but find ing himſelf Moc. 
ed and diſappointed, He fell into a great Rage, 
and reſolv'd to ſlay all the Children in Bethlehem, 
and in the adjoyning Villages, that were not a. 
bove two Tears Old, and accordingly put it in 
Execution ; thinking in this barbarous Maſſacre 
to include him whoſe Deſtruction he chiefly aim- 
ed at. But GOD, (who Glorifies his Power, and 


Exalts his Mercy, by the Inſtances of Miraculous : He 

or Extraordinary Events) had provided a San- 7” 

ctuary for the Holy JESUS ; for ſeeing the ſe- MW Fea: 

cret Purpoſes of Blood which Herod had, he ſent WE ler; 

his Angel, who appear d to Joſeph in a Dream, and P 
commanded him to take the Young Child and bis Alb. WI 

Joſeph's ther, and to fly into eA2ypt, ana remain there till Ne 


Flight imo farther Orders. (Matth. 2, 13.) Joſeph who 
EKsypr. was encircled with the Securities of the D.vine 
Providence, and was ſenſible that every Region 
was a Paradice, where he was in Company with A 

the Holy JESUS) imma Obey'd Rinn, nh 

| mand. 5 


mand. The holy Child being then in Safety, 

XZ GOD permitted Herod to proceed in the Full 
"EZ Courſe of his Fury; which was ſad, cruel, and 

amazing! No Abatements or Indulgences made 
for the Lamentations and Weeping of the di- Herod' 

) þ 7 ſtreſſed Parents! No Conſideration for the Af- Naſſare 
2 feting Looks, and Endearing Smiles of the lit- of the In- 

o 7 tlelnno cen r Martyrs ! but his Cruelty was ans. 
ſo Univerſal, that he caus'd his own Son (which 

was at Nurſe in the Coaſts of Bethlehem) to bleed 

to Death! which made Avguftxs Ceſar to ſay, (a) 

That it was better to be Herod's Swine than his Son. 

But ſtill the Number of theſe fans were very 

-” conſiderable : for if rightly recorded (by the 

” Greeks in their Kalender, and by the e/Erhiopian 

E Miſſals,) therewas no leſs than fourteen thou- 

© ſand ſlain z whereof (as Baronius out of Philo) 

tells us, his own Son made up the ſad Account. 

Then was fulfill d that which was ſpoken by Jeremy 

the Prophet, Jaying: Lamentation and Weeping, and 

3 great Mourning ; Rachel weeping for ber Children, 

and would not be Comforted. But all theſe Synoni- 

ma's of Sadneſs were attended with the Wrath 

of an incenſed GOD : For in a ſhort time, the 

Divine Vengeance overtook the Bloody Tyrant; 

He being ſmitten with Variety of. Plagues and 

Tortures, He was tormented with a lingring Eis /ad 

Feaver in his Body! In his Bowels with Into- Diſtem- 


| lerable Colicks and Ulcers ; together with the Per. 
4 Putrefaction of his Genitals | He was tormented 


with Gouts in his Feet, and with Convulſions in his 
Nerves ;, beyond the Relief of Baths and Medi- 
It [11-47 ene; 


_ 5 * 


1 (a) Melius eft (inquit) Herodis Porcum eſſe quam Fi- 
lium: quia ſc. Judzi Porcos non Mactant. Maerob. Sa- 
. turnal, 
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eines; of all Phyſicians and Aſſiſtants in the 
World: His Body repreſenting an Hoſpital ff 
the Incurabili, But all theſe Divine Judgment; | 'F zpjiſt 
made him but ſtill more Obdurate and Impiom; Kev. 
For perceiving that he was juſt entring the Chan. 25 
bers of Death, He reſolv'd that the laſt Scene aß me 
his Life ſhould for pure Malice, and exalted | ? 
Spight, tranſcend all the reſt ; becauſe he ima. 
gin'd (having exercis'd ſo much Savageneſs eve. 
ry where throughout the Nation) the Jews would 
triumph at his Death. So, (as ſick as he was) ©: 
He caus'd the chief Perſons of the Land, to be 
Impriſon'd in a Spacious Place call'd the Hippe- 

_ drome; and then calling his Siſter Salome to him, 
His cruel he ſpoke to her to this effect. © I am ſenſible of 
Orders. the Fews Hatred to my Government and per. 
| * ſon, and that my Death will be a high Satisfa- 
© jon to them; therefore I deſire you to pro- 

cure me ſome Solace and Diverſion in the 

* midſt of my bitter Anguiſh; which if you 

© perform according to my Order, the Mourn- 

* ings and Lamentations at-my Death will be as 

© great and magnificent as ever any Prince had. 

&« So Ideſire you juſt at the time of myExpiration, | Who 

© to command the Soldiers to ſurround the Hu- 

© podrome, and to put all the encloſed Perſons to YO! 

* the Sword, and then Publiſh my Death; this 

_ © will cauſe my Exit to be doubly Triumphant; 

© firſt, for the Poſthumous Execution of my W fror 

© Commands; and ſecondly, for the Quality and 

© Number of my Mourners. But GOD (who 

brings to Nought the Councel of the Wicked,) W 
reſcinded the Deſigns of Herod ;, for ſoon after WW 

4nz he Died, and then all that were Impriſon'd were W 0 
Death, ſet free, to the general Joy and Triumph of the a 
whole Land. | 
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Rev. 14. FOR 


” {| Lovelineſs in Vertue; and that GOD hath | 
” Impreſsd upon it that (a) Beauty and Majeſty b 
: which commands an Univerſal Love and Vene- 4 
ration, hath been always Acknowledg'd even by. 4 
thoſe very Men that are the leaſt Sharers in it; 4 
in that they have made Religion aCloak for their .. | bl 
* Wickedneſs, and a Gloſs to give credit to their Religion i 
© Vileſt Purpoſes. When Jezabel deſign d the?” Ctendes 1 
P 0 Evil 1 
robbing and deſtroying Naboth, ſhe ſent to the © Purpoſes 1 
Flders to proclaim a Faſt. And (b) Sejanw, when 1 
he was a Young Courtier, took care of nothing f 
more then to grow Famous for his Integrity. x 
And likewiſe Herod pretended Religion, in that i 
he would come and worſhip the Holy JESUS, when | 
bis Deſign was to make à Sacrifice of him, to vx 
whom he ſhould pay his Adoration. . He knew 1 
that the way whereby to make a sin well-fa- 4 
vour'd, was to make it look Virtuouſly ; and ſo 4 
intending to play the Devil, he was to perſonate l 
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pile CONSIDERATIONS | N Goſpel. : 


Matth. 2. 
Ver. 1. to 1 5 "REES. Verſe 13. 
Ver. 6. Y Innocents Day: (tb ig 


T HAT there is naturally a ſecret and noble 


a Saint, But certainly this is an inexcuſable Af- 
front to GOD's D and (c) no Sin is 
8 more 
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(a) Is Gloria! maxim? excellt qui Vir u e plurimum | $ 
præſtat. Cie. -.: - _ 
(b) Sejanus, incipiente adhuc potentia, bonis conciliis | 3K 
noteſcere volebat. Tacit. Annal. Lib. 4. P. 116. 9 
(c) Totius Injuftitiz nulla capitalior eſt quam eorum, 4 
qui tum, cum maximè fallunt, id agant- ut Viri boni =_ 
eſe videagrur. Cic, de Finib; | ' 
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more Abominable to him, who knows to what 
Ends thoſe Blandiſhments are directed. He that 
makes the Golden Sceptre in CHRIST's Hand, | 
| Rod of Iron in his own, is to be look'd on not 
only as a Rebel, but an Uſurper too; and isof | * 
all others the higheſt Provoker. He that tram. 
ples under Foot the Son of GOD, does not ſo much 
violate him, as he that pretends to erect him a 
Throne upon Blood and Rapine: Nor does he 
that accounts the Blood of the Covenant an unbol 
thing, ſo much prophane it; as he that uſes it as a 
Varniſh to paint over his Impious Deſigns. This 
is ſo great an Abuſe to Religion, that the Jews 
ſay that in the World to come, all may be for- 
given but the Serpent and the Gibeonites, that is, 
Hõõpocrites and Deceivers, And Mahomet makes 
ſeven Caverns in Hell, and aſſigns the loweſt, and 

the hotteſt, for the Place of Hypocrites. 
Hypocri- BUT, without conſidering their Portion in the 
fie I. no- next World, no Man on Earth is loaded with 
miniou. more Reproach and Folly than the detected H- 
pPeocrite. One time or other he is brought into 
open Light, for Omnipotent Power can defeat the 
greateſt Politician, let him pretend never ſo fair, 
or conſult Wiſe-Men never fo privately. The 
Heart of Herod was open to the Eye of Heaven; 
and the Sun was not more viſible than his dark 
Purpoſe was to GOD. No doubt, but he ima- 
gin'd himſelf very ſafe; for thinks he, I will 
truſt my Deſign to no Keeper but my ſelf, and 
that will be infallibly a very Politick Stratagem, 
and thus he proceeded : But his Extraordinary 
Depth and Reach was but fooliſhneſs with GOD, 
having Acquir'd all his Inventions in the Devil's 
School, and Imitated the Polir:cks of the King- 
dom of Darkneſs ,, and it ſucceeded according] 
The Child was ſent away; the Viſe-Men nm 
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It : 1 not to return; Herod was mock'd and enraged and 
t ſo his Craft became Fooliſh and Vain. And in- 
a | # deed Sin and Folly, Sinner and Fool, are Words 
tin Scripture of a like Signification, and are in- 
f | 7 differently uſed one for the other. And we are 
- | taught likewiſe in the Schools of Morality, that 

h 3 every Sinner is Ignorant. Iles ò po ;Shgds avec, ſays 
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2 the Socratical Proverb. And this was veri- | 
e Þ fed in Herod: his Sinful Deſign had its Birth 4 


in Folly; and every Step of its Progreſs was Fol- 

a ly; and its Concluſion was in Folly. And ſo is 

s every Action or Deſign that is not founded upon 

„the Immutable Will of GOD, and the Dictate 
- of Natural Reaſon. 
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„ Bur, as ſoon as Herod perceived that his de- 

ceitful and corrupt Proceedings made him but 

dan Object of Scorn and Folly, he was exceed- 
ingly (a) inrag d; and ſo tranſported with Fury, 

e that he reſolved ſince he could not effect his 

h Defigns by Craft, he would by Violence. Where- 

'- WW upon, he ſent forth, and flew all the Children that 

0 . mere in Bethlehem, and in all the Coaſt 3 adjacent. 

e But ſtill this would not do; for the Divine Pre- 

„ WW vidrxce took particular Care of the Holy Child, 

© as he is wont to do of all thoſe who confide in 

3 his ineſtimable Mercy. GOD by ſecret Me- G0 D. 

k rods, and undiſcernable Trains; ordereth all Provi- 


Events; ſo that without his Wiſe Permiſſion or Univerſi, 
1 W Determination, neither Angels, Men, nor P- 
d ol, can do us any Hurt: for he having the 

! WW over-ruling Diſpoſal of all the 1s which they 

y WM 1oflidt upon us, can therefore render their Sing 

„ I 2 Sovereign Balm, and their rankeſt Poiſon Medi- 

5 (3's cinal 

3 2 
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| (4) Deus juſſit, & it) eſt, fibi pœna et Omais inordi- 
Dt atus Animus. Aug. Conf. 
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cinal to us; the moſt inveterate Malice if he | 
pleaſes ſhall do us good, and like Leaches applied 
by a skilful Phyſician, draw away our Diſeaſe | Þ 


while it is ſucking our Blood. For ſo GOD made 


the Malice of Joſeph's Brethren the Means of his 


Advancement in Egypt; and by the Covetouſ- 

neſs of Judas, and Cruelty of the Few, ad- 

vanc'd the Holy JESUS to his own R:ght-hand, 

and executed his Purpoſe to Redeem Mankind, 

And therefore Plato expreſſes himſelf very 

The Good-elegantly when he calls GOD 77% 5 a, the 

neſs of Idea or Ffſence of Goodneſs, For indeed could 

play we but diſcern from end to end, thoſe manifold 

turnings and windings wherein Divine Prov:- 

dence is engag'd for our Preſervation, thro? the 

various Occurrences of Life; it would not only 

be matter of wonderful Curioſity, but moſt 

The Wiſ- pleaſing Aſtoniſhment ! Could we but ſee what 

dom Of a Labyrinth, what a Maze we tread, and what 
Provi- ER . 

lence, Reaſon there is for every turning; could we ſee 

the bright Heſt of Auxiliary Spirits that incamp 

about us, and diſcover with what care and con- 

cern the good Angels conteſt on our behalf a- 

gainſt the Powers of Darkneſs, and how many 

Dangers both Ghoſtly and Boaily, we eſcape thro 

their Protection: could wel fay ſee all this! we 

ſhould ſoon believe the Truth, and underſtand 

the full Emphaſis of a Divine Providence ; and 

be wonderfully entertain'd at the Diſcovery of 

thoſe bright Beams of Miſdom, which ſhine thro 

fo many perſpicuous Correſpondencies. In 

ſhort, every Branch of the Divine Providence is 


an inexhauſtible Fountain of Religious Rherorick 


and Pe, ſwaſion; and in this ſingle Propoſition, 
n excites that GOD vpholds and governs the World, 
5 10 Vbe- there are a thouſand more Inducements to Piet) 
dience. and Vertue, then in all other Topicks _— 

or 
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For while I believe my ſelf under the Conduct 
of a moſt Juſt and Gracious, All-wiſe, and Omni- 
| 7 potent Providence, I can deſie Herod, or any of 
his Emiſſaries : For GOD over-rules the Actions 
of Men, and when he pleaſes directs them quite 
2 contrary to their Intentions ; the way of Man is 
Hot in himſelf, it is not in Man that walketh to di- 
vll his Steps, (Jer. 10. 23.) It is the Man that 
walls and as, but it is GOD alone that leads 
| his Way, and directs his Actions to what End he 


E Almighty might alſo have ſecured the poor ſwer'd 
© Dabes of Bethlehem, at the ſame time when he! 
caus'd the Holy Child to flie from Herod. To 
| which I briefly Anſwer : That GOD is the ſole 
| 7 Diſpoſer of all his Creatures, and hath abſolute 


| 5 ble Preſcience had an end of Glory to ſerve upon 
dhe Jafarts, and an end of Juſtice upon Herod. 


r 
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pleaſes. : 
BUT perhaps it may be Objected, that the 4 Obje- 


ion an- 


Dominion over our Lives; and he in his Infalli- 


He who underſtood the juſt Valde of things, 
only too away the Young Babes from che evil to 
come; and made them ſuch Compenſation, that 
they had no Reaſon to complain, (as a Learned 
Perſon expreſſes himſelf ) that they were ſo ſoon 


made Stars, when they ſhin'd in their little Orbs 


and Participations of Eternity. For it hath been 

the conſtant Sence of the Church, that the Holy 
[yxocenTs (Who ſuffered in Deed, but not in 8 
Will) died the Death of Martyrs, becauſe They CENTS 


{fred for CHRIST: And GOD ſupplied the died Mar- 


| Defeats of their 1/4, by his own Acceptance of tyrs. 


the Suffering. So that the Cruelty of Herod 
became a very great Advantage to the Inno- r: 
czx7$ ; for Martyrdom is one of the higheſt De- i,) Pe. 
zrees of FVertue, and conſequently intitled to ee , 
one af the higheſt Degrees of Glory. It was hertue. 
hn G3 --- -- men - 


102 CONSIDERATIONS 

thoyght of ſo great Excellence in the Primitive | Dioſ 
Church, as to ſupply the Room of Baptiſm; and | bett 
the new Convert, whoſe early and ſudden Exe- fort 
cution prevented his ſolemn Admiſſion into tde of C 
Chriſtian Church, was yet eſteem'd a very good þÞ we. 
Member of CHRIS T's Myſtical Body, and aum- an 

ber d with his beſt Saints in Glory everlaſting. 5 KRen 

{he Fuſtice HAVING now hinted at the }i/dom and Good. W Ob 
7 Provi=weſs of Providence, there is but one thing more . the 
e that offers it ſelf to my Conſideration, and that Wär 
is the Inflexible Iuſtice of the Divine Providence, we 

which renders to every Man according to his our 

Deeds. GOD Almighty permits the Wickes hea 
ſometime to Reign and be Proſperous; but it is avo 

but a Prologue to a moſt deplorable Puniſhment. tion 

I my ſelf (ſays the P ſalmiſt) have ſeen the Un- wil 

godly in great Power, flouriſhing like a green Bay- rs 

WII 


tree: There's the preſent Pomp and Triumph WD 
of Sin. But 1 went by, and lo he was gone; 1 3 and 
fonght him, but his Place conld no where be found: We 
There's the unhappy cloſe of the Merry Co- 
medy. Juſt ſo was the Caſe of Herod - He en- 
joyed the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, but it 
was not long; (for he liv'd but Five Years at the WW 
moſt after the Flight of JESUS into Egypt) be- 
fore he was puniſh'd with a ſad and unuſual kind 


of Death. In the like manner, ſeveral of the F al 
Perſecutors of Chriſtian Religion, have found un- er 
timely and ſtrange Deaths, the Conſequents of by 
rev by their Impiety. Nero killd himſelf, Domitian of 
| ws was kill'd by his Servants ; Maximinus and De- 9 
Mances, cius were murther'd, together with their Chil- 1. 
dren; Diecleſtan periſh'd by his own Hand, and 85 
his Houſe was burnt with the Fate of Sodom and - 
Gomorrha, with Fire from above; Flaccus vo. / . 
mited out his Entrails preſently after he had 0 


caus d Gregory Biſhop of Speleto to be ſlain; and 
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betrayed his Daughter to the Hang mans Cruelty 
for being a Chriſtian, and he died by the Hand 
of GOD by Fire from Heaven. From hence 


we may obſerve the diſmal Effects of oppoſing 12 


an Almighty and Al. juſt Creator. 
Remedy or Excuſe is there for ſuch Intolerable 
Obſtinacies? When we are plainly told what 
the Event and Iſſue of our Folly will be; and 


warn'd before-hand that if we will be Wicked, 


we muſt be Miſerable; if after this we perſiſt in 
our Impiety, we chuſe Deſtruction, and ruſh 
headlong into a Ruine which we might eaſily 
avoid: And how deplorable ſoever our Condi- 
tion proves in the Future State, GOD's Juſtice 
will triumph in our Ruine; and our own Con- 
ſciences, in Conſort with all the Rational World, 


will pronounce him to be moſt Wife, moſt Juſt, 


and Kighteous in all his Ways. SY 


'The 8 


BLESSED and Eternal GOD! who by the 

/ Martyrdom of the Holy INNoOctNTS haſe 
tar:ght thy Church that no Age, or Occaſion of ſuf- 
fering for our Saviour, is exempt from high Reward. 
Grant, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, that my Celebra- 
ting this Feſtival, may make me Adore this Gracious 
Diſpenſation of thy Providence; and how ſevere it 
may at firſt Sight appear to me, Grant that my Heart 
may be confirm'd in thy Gracious Promiſes, and that 
with the moſt profound Submiſſion I may reſign my 
ſelf, and all that belongs to me, to thine Incomprehen- 
ſible Wiſdom and Goodneſs. O! ſtir up my Soul, 
that J may ſtretch my Intellectual Faculties to their 
Fe G 4 utmoſt 


Dioſcorus, the Father of St. Barbara, accus'd and 


What may 
e learn'd 
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The CorLECr. 


7 utmoſt Length, in order to have the moſt ſublime and 


worthy Apprehenſions of the Divine Goodneſs, that 
this Imperfect State will admit, till thou ſhalt take me 


to thy ſelf, and receive me into thoſe Participation; 


of Glory, where INNOCENT Souls are in perfect Joy 
and Felicity, thro the Merits of my Bleſſed Saviour 
and Redeemer FESUS. Amen. W 


I * —_—_—_— 


The Correct. 


O ALMIGHTY GOD ! who out of the Mouths 


of Babes and Sucklings haſt ordained Strength, 
and madeſt Infants to Glorite Thee by their Deaths ; 
Mortifie and kill all Vices in me, and ſe ſtrengthen me 
by thy Grace, that by the Innocency of my Life, 
and Conſtancy of my Faith even unto Death,! 
may Glotifie thy Holy Name, thro JESUS CHRIST 
= 
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| Morning. I. Leſt. 
Plal. 1, 2, UPON Gen. 17. 
j 3 45 * A — „ —_— II. Rom. 1 
The Circumciſion zvenig. 
1 1 ; | ;$ Leſſ. | 
| L Evenings of CurIsST, Deut. 10. 
65, 7, 8. = | ver. 12. 
AAN in the Beginning, was Created per- 


3 fectly Holy and Upright, and all the Di- 
vine Excellencies were Amiable to him, inſo- 
much that he was compleatly Happy. And that 
he might continue ſo, he was Oblig'd for ever 
to Obey the Will of GOD, who beſtowed upon 
him Life and Happineſs: For by the firſt Neg- 
lect of his Duty, he would moſt juſtly and in- 
ervitably incur the Loſs of both. And therefore 
Almighty GOD, out of his Admirable Wiſdom 
zud Goodneſs, was pleas'd to enter into a Cove- 
nant with Adam, in order to ſecure his Obedi- 
ence, and to preſerve his Fidelity. But the 
| Terms of the Covenant being broken by the Fall, 
| GOD out of a Merciful Condeſcenſion to his 
Creatures, puts forth a new Edition of his Laws 
in a ſecond Covenant, of which JESUS CHRIST 
| is the Mediator. This New Covenant was a 
Plank thrown forth to Mankind, immediately 
after that woful Shipwreck of the Fall. For no 

ſooner had GOD denounc'd his deſerved Doom 

cn our lapſed Parents, but to ſupport them 
from ſinking into utter Deſparation, he ſubjoins 
that Gracious Promiſe, (Gen. 3. 15. ) The Seed 
of the Woman ſhall break the Serpent's Head, This 
Promiſe was the firſt Dawning of the New Co- 
venant; and (ſo far as we can find) the _y 
| Likes 
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Diſcovery of it to the Antediluvian Worll | Fincun 


Soon after the Flood, Mankind almoſt Unive.þ Tuliar 

| Poſterit 
ral Cot 
{Rites o 
add Cit 
his Church almoſt totally Extinguiſh'd, by th 


ſally Apoſtatiz d from GOD to Idolatry, in 
much that the Church or Society of the try: 
Worſhippers of him, was quickly reduc'd to: 
very narrow Compaſs. So that GOD ſeeing 


general Defection of Mankind from his Cove. 
nant, to recover and repair it, he calls Aura. 
ham out of his Idolatrous Country, and with 
him and his Poſterity renews the New Covenan 
which the reſt of Mankind had renounc'd an 
deſerted ; and to ſecure them from ever revolt 
ing from it, he ſeals and ratifies it with them by 
The Origi- a Sign in their Fleſh, viz. that of Cixcumcison: 


141 of IR which he gave them as a Mark to diſtinguiſh and 


foe preſerve them diſtin& from the Idolatrqus Na. 
tions round about them. Moreover, GOD ma 
pleas'd to oblige himſelf to take Abraham's Po. 
ſterity for his peculiar People, to encreaſe their 
Number, and to enlarge their Power, to ſettle 
them in a rich and pleaſant Country, (a Type 
of that heavenly and better Country that 1; 
above) and, which was the Crown of all, that 
in his Seed all the Nations of the Earth ſhould be 
_ bleſſed; that is, the promiſed Meſſiah ſhould pro- 
ceed out of his Loins, who ſhould be a com- 
mon Bleſſing to Mankind, in whom both Jem and 
Gentile ſhould be juſtified and ſav'd, and he by 
that means become ( ſpiritually ) the Father 
many Nations, This Covenant was ratified and 
enſured on GOD's part by a ſolemn Oath ts 
when God made a Promiſe to Abraham, becauſe le 
could ſwear by no greater, he ſware by himſelf, ſa: 
ing, Surely Bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and multiply; 


Iwill multiply thee, ( Heb. 6, 13, 14.) On Abra. 
bam's part it was ſeal'd with the Sacrament of 


Cu- 
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4 ncuuctstox, Which GOD inſtituted as a pe- he Teafon 
Tuliar federal Rite, to diſtinguiſh Abraham 80 its In- 
; Folterity from all other People: For as all fede- ſtitution. 
Tal Compacts have ſome ſolemn and external 
Rites of Ratification, ſo GOD was pleas d to 
d Cincuucisiox as the Sign and Seal of this 
: ovenant,, partly as it had a peculiar Fitneſs in 
it to denote the promiſed Seed, partly that it 
might be a diſcriminating Badge of Abraham's 
[Children from all other People. Accordingly 
| Alrabam himſelf, and all the ems his Poſterity, 
did exactly obſerve this Law: and JESUS 
CHRIST addreſſing himſelf to all the Parts 
of an active Obedience, was willing to ſubmit 
to it himſelf. So when eight Days were accompliſh'd The CIR. 
1 fer the CIRCUMCISING of the Child, &c. (Luke 2.CUMCE_ 
21.) He expos'd his tender Body to the Sharp- 7 _ of 
E KIT. 
Þ neſs of the CixcuncisinG Stone, and ſhed his 
ö precious Blood in Drops, giving an Earneſt of 
| thoſe Rivers which he did afterwards pour out, 
for the cleanſing all Humane Nature, and ex- 
| | cinguiſhing the Wrath of GOD. : 
E BUT concerning Cixcoucisiox, Four Cir- 
| cumſtances are particularly remarkable; v. 
| The Time: The Place: The Manner: The Rea- | 
| / The Time preſcrib'd by the Divine Law Ile Time 
for Cixcoucisiox was the Erghth Day, (Gen. 17. aer . 
12.) not ſooner : the Tenderneſs of the Infant fa. 
not well till then complying with it, beſides that 
the Mother of a Male Child was reckan'd le- 
zally impure till the Seventh Day; not later: 
probably becauſe the longer it was deferr'd, 
the more unwilling would Parenrs be to put 
their Children to Pain, of which they would 
every Day become more ſenſible. Moreover, 
Seven Days ſignifie the Time of this preſent 
World, 85 the Eighth Day the Reſurto&tior, 
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The Place. To proceed: CixcuMciSIoN was placd in th: 


| when all Corruption of the Fleſh ſhall be ent of | o his 80 


therefore reaſonable and neceſſary that Cin cou. 


when this Corruptible muſt put on Incorruption, aui] Bay by 
this Mortal Immortality. (1 Cor. 15. 33.) It wa] pver, bi 
not tied 
Conſequ 
; 9 TRCUM 


ci5$10n ſhould be adminiſtred the Eighth Day, 


Generative part, for theſe Reaſons: Firſt, For expoſin 
that it was a Seal of GO D's Promiſe, tha Smart a 
CHRIST ſhould be born of Abraham's Seed, put a P 


Secondly, Becauſe the Propagation of Original and Um 


Sin is traduced per Actum Generationis. Laſtly, to give 


Quoniam Ordinabatur ad diminutionem carnai I and thi 


Concupiſcentie, que propter abundantiam deleCFations (ame no 
Veneriorum in illis Membris præcipue Viget. But cumſta. 
The Man- as to the Manner how Cixcumcision was Admi- 1 TO 
ner. niſtred, tis thus Recorded. Some of the Re. upon 
lations that were preſent, held a Veſſel full of the 5. 
Duſt, into which they did caſt the Fore-5skin be- conſun 
ing cut off by the Prieſt, with a ſharpen'd Flint inaugu 
2828 for that purpoſe : at which time the bie N. 
arents, or Sureties, (which were of the ſame above e 
Nature with thoſe we call G0 D- fathers and 60D. W bw bo 
others) impos'd Names upon the Children, as W ſhould 
is likewiſe obſerv'd by its Succeſſor Baptiſm; it upon 
being the ſame to us as CixcuucisioN was to the moſt 
Jews for aSCIRCUMCISION Was a Covenant, moſt 
whereby the Jews were bound to keep the whole 
Law, (Gal. 5. 4.) ſo is Baptiſm a Covenant (a) allo, 
| wherein we promiſe to obey the Goſpel. But 
The Rea- what is farther obſervable, is the Reaſon why 


natural Generation, could have no Adherences 


CHRIST would be Circumciſed for the Holy 
JESUS that had no Sin, nor was conceived by 


to 


— —— 


— — 


w-_— 


(a) Sed ut nunc nos paciſcimur in Baptiſmo ut abre* 
nunciemus Diabolo, & Operibus eus. S. Hleron. 


ww, 


Ti the Circumciſion of Cucisr. 1 10 
[| Ko his Soul or Body, which needed to be par'd 
| Sway by a Rite, or cleans'd by a Myſtery. More- 

Hyver, he that was the Law-giver, certainly was 

1 not tied to the Obſervance of the Law; and 

conſequently was exempt from the Reaſons of 

ic [RCUMCISION. Therefore his main Deſign in 
expoſing his tender and virginal Body to the 
Smart and Anguiſh of that bloody Rite, was to 
put a Period to it, (as he did to all the Types, 
and Umbrages of the Meſaick Diſpenſation ) and 5 a 
to give a clear Demonſtration of his univerſal =. - 
and thro'-pac'd Obedience to the Law, who dience in 
ame not to deſtroy it, but to fulfil it in every Cir- CHRIST. 
E cumſtance. 

TO conclude, At the Cinconcisiox he took He then | 
| upon him that Name which, declar'd him to be Lecesved 
the SAVIOUR of the World; which as it was! boy FESs. 
| © conſummate in the Blood of the Croſs, ſo was it JF 
E inaugurated in the Blood of Cirxcumcision ; For 
his Name was called FESUS. A Name which is 
above every Name! A Name at which every Knee ſhall 
© bw both in Heaven and Earth! A Name which 
E ſhould be engrav'd on our Hearts, and written 
upon our Foreheads, and pronounced with the 
E moſt Harmonious Accents, and lov'd with the 
moſt exquiſite Delight and Adoration. 
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| | P 7 | % enant, ? 
Epiſtle. } CONSIDERATIONS Gaßel. and Sac. 

Rom. 4. ( UPON Ire a. of . 

FORL . „„ * | * 1 ich v 

oz. J of CHRIST. C. ei 


7 OD, who is the great and mighty Gover: 
YI nour of Heaven and Earth, could, out «f 
the Inexhauſtible Treaſures of his Wiſdom and 


Providence, have found out many other Ways 


for our Redemption, than the ſending his onh- 
beloved Son into the World, to be depreſſed with 

a Load of Humble Accidents, and ſhadowed 
throughout the whole Courſe of his Life with 

the Darkneſs of Poverty and ſad Contingencies, 

The leaſt Action of his, might have been Satis 
factory, and enough for the Expiation and Re- 
concilement of Ten thouſand Worlds: and GOD 

might upon a leis Effuſion of Blood, and a ſhort- 

er Lite of Merit, (if he had pleaſed ) have ac- 

cepted Humane Nature to Pardon and Favour. 

But the Reaſons why the Holy JESUS ſubmitted 

to all the Parts of an Active Obedience, and in- 
derment ſo many Degrees of Paſſion, and embra- 

ced {0 many Inſtances of Humility, was to make 

our Imitations Prudent and Glorious; for by 
pPropounding him for our Precedent, and con- 
The Inſtu. templating the Graces that are conſpicuous in 


ence which Our Redeemer, we ſhall be gradually faſhioned in 
the CIR- Grace, according to his Likeneſs, and be in the 


CUMC1- neareſt and readieſt Way to Perfection. 
33 AND what can more powerfully move and 


ought rx Perſwade us to a ſincere univerſal Obedience, 


have on than to conſider how CHRIST on this Day ſub- 


our Lives. jected himſelf to the Law of gs” ? 
He 
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Upon the Cixcuwcision of CHRIST. 111 


Nie refuſed not the Signature of this Bloody Co- 
Cen, tho it was the Character of a Sinner - 
and Sacramentally reſcinded the impure Reliques 
of Adam, and Contractions of evil Cuſtoms; 
y hich was the greateſt Deſcent of Humility, and 
the moſt tranſcendent Act of Obedience that is 
lmaginable! that he ſhould put himſelf to Pain 
to be reckoned among Sinners, and to have their 
EF Sacraments, and their Proteſtations, tho? his Inno- 
cence was Spotleſs as the Face of the Sun. Thus 
was he perfectly Obedient to the Law of his 
Father, and conſidering the Dignity of the Per- 
E ſon obeying, it exceeded the Obedience of all the 
E Angels, as much as the Divine Perſon exceeded 
all created, And now how Glorious is it to fol- 
low the Steps of the Son of GOD, in whom there 
is an Union of all Divine and Humane Perfections! 


— 
00 


1 


And ſince it is his Intention that we ſhould be- 
come Partakers of the Divine Nature, and that it 
be our Meat and Drink to do his Will, let us en- 
with which it is done by the Angels in Heaven, 
and fly as upon the Wings of a Cherab in his Ser- 
vice; let us obey GOD in all his Sanctions, and 
| be ſtrictly careful that we loſe no Degree of 
| Spiritual Advantages. | 
| AND to the end that we may be thro'-pac'd 
in our Obedience, let us expreſs our Duty to 
| GOD by reverencing his Sacraments, one of B tin. 
which is Baptiſm; and ſince it was appointed . 
| for the ſame End that Cinxcuucisiox was, and of this Sa- 
did ſucceed in the place thereof, it is very rea- crament 
ſonable that we ſhould prize it at a high rate, onder 4 
and look on it as the Inſtrument of bringing to 2 72 
us the greateſt Bleſſings we can receive. For it“. 
enters us into Covenant with GOD, makes us 
Members of CHRIST, and ſo gives us Right bo 
LD a 
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112 CONSIDERATIONS: 


the Covenant. We are all by. Nature dead in Sy, 
and lie under the Gzilt and Power thereof: and 
therefore GOD Almighty ont of his Incompre 
The Reme- henſible Goodneſs and Mercy,doth here in Baptiſn 


_ dy againſt ſeal a Covenant with us, wherein he promi 


Su. to pardon us; ſo that all our Sins are immedi. 
ately waſh'd off in the Holy Font, and an eternal 
Debt is paid in an Inſtant. In Conformity here- 
unto both Scripture (a) and Antiquity (b) teach 
us that Baptiſm is the Means for Remiſſion of Sin, 
and part of the Foundation or the firft Princip 
of our (c) Religion. Moreover, By Baptiſn 
we gain new Relations; for GOD doth hereby 
become our Father; and the Bleſſed JESUS our 


Maſter; the HOLY SPIRIT the Earneſt of our 


Inheritance; and all the Saints both in Heaven 
and Earth our Brethren : Heaven is the Object of 
our Hope, and the mighty Price of our high 
Calling. But this is not all: Baptiſmm is a ſtrange 


Arainſt Obligation to Holineſs, and a Remedy againſt 


the Power Sin, becauſe our Faith is herein moſt ſolemnly 
of _ ” engaged; a Promiſe is made in our Name that 
we ſhould believe all the Articles of our Chriſtian 
Faith, by which is meant, not only the conſenting 
The Duty to the Truth of them, but alſo the living like 
1 engepes them that do believe. As for Example, The 


1 10. believing that GOD created us, ſhould. make us 


live 


3 


„ 


(40 a+. 3. 405 2 at Ch; 22. it | 

(6) Omnem autem enormitatem ſceleris Baptiſmi Sa· 
cramenta diluunt. 

(e) Eccleſiæ janua, porta Gratiæ, & primus introitus 
Sanctorum ad e Dei & Eccleſiæ conſuetudinem. 


5. Aug. Sacramentum initiationis, & intrantium Chri- 


ſtianiſſimum inyeſtituram. S. Bernard. 
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Wire in that Subjection and Obedience to hini 


F which becomes Creatures to their Creator; the 
pelieving that CHRIST redeemed us, ſhould 


N : | | 

d make us yield up our ſelves to him as his Pur- 
„ chaſe; the believing a Judgment to come, ſhould 
make us walk circumſpectly, that we may not 
be condemned in it; and our believing the Life 


ever laſting, ſhould make us diligent to employ 
our ſhort Moment of Time here, that our Ever- 

laſting Life may be a Life of Everlaſting Joy and 
= Bliſs, The Summ is, That Baptiſm doth ſeal 
a Pardon to us for all former Tranſgreſſions, and 
bigets us again to the Hope of Eternal Life; that 
it reſtores us to the Favour of GOD, and gives 


usa new Relation to him; and finally, it makes 

s /frong in the LORD, and in the Power of his 
iht; and upon Condition of keeping our 
part of the Covenant, we ſhall ſtand immovabl= 
sa Fock, ſtable as an Angel, infomuch that the 

h WE /orid, the Fleſh, and the Devil, and all the 

2 Powers of Darkneſs; cannot prevail againſt us. 

þ BUT, to omit nothing that is remarkable in 
be Cixcoucisiod of our LORD; let us conſi- 

t WT der how at that time he received the holy Name 
o JESUS! which was given him by the Di- Jg vl 
redtion of an Angel, (a) becauſe he ſhould fave,,,,, 70 
> bis People from their Sins: (Matth. 1. 21.) And that Nane. 
e indeed I cannot imagine any Deſign whatſoever, 
s Wh <xcepting this, that could be worthy the Son 

e W # COD's coming down from Heaven, and lea- 


ving the Muſick of Angels, to undergo the Ri- 
your of the Law in every Circumſtance. Had 
= it 


3 
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(4) JESUS Hebrzo ſermone Salvator dicitur. Ety- 
mologiam ergo Nominis ejus Evangeliſta ſignavit, di- 
bens, Vdcabis nomen tjus F ES UM, quia ipſe Salvum facies 
chulum ſuum. S. Hier. | 


114 The Pave. 


it been only to ſave us from War or Famine, it 
bad been an Undertaking fit for the loweſt 4. 
gel in the Heavenly Hierarchy : but to ſave 1 
from our Sins, was an Enterprize fo truly great 
and glorious! as none in Heaven or Earth, but the 
Son of GOD himſelf, was thonght worthy to be 
employed in. There is no Name given under Hea- 
ven by which we can be ſav'd, but only the Ado- 


— 


be Influ- rable Name of JESUS! Therefore we need not 


ence it 


ooht 1) Bo about to ſpell out our Names in the Stars, or 
* upon to read them in the ſecret Volumes of eternal 
un. Pre deſtination. For ſince the Saviour of the 
World has done and ſuffered ſo much to ſave 1 
from our Sins, if we do butlive in Conformity to 

the Divine Laws, and ſubdue our il to the 

Wit of GOD; we may be as infallibly aſſured 

of our Intereſt in Eternal Life, as if one of the 

winged Meſſengers from above ſhould deſcend 

on purpoſe to tell us, that he ſaw our Name: 
enrolled in the Volumes of Eternity. For ſince 

the Holy JESUS. has redeemed us, the Founda- 

tion of Heaven is already laid; and if upon this 
Principle we grow in Grace, and add one De- 


gree of Vertue to another, we may be ſure the 
Super ſtructure will go on, until the whole Fabrick | 


is compleated. Amen. 
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The Praves. 


2 MOST Indulgent Father ! the free Beſtower 
of all Bleſſings, who for our Example, didf 
ſuffer thy beloved Son to ſubmit his pure and virginal 
Body to the Rigour of the Law, and for encourage- 


ment of our Hope, didſt make choice of the ſwett 


and amiable Name of [ESUS, Teach me, I moſt 
und Nit / JESUS, Teach me, Im 
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tion; but may do Thee Honour and Morſhip in the 
Exerciſe of a Pure Religion here on Earth; and ſing 
Eternal Hallelujahs to the Sacred and Myſterious 
Trinity in the World to come, thro the Merits of my 
Bleſſed Saviour and R edeemer JESUS. Amen, Amen: | 
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The CorlEcr. 


ALMIGHTY GOD ! who madeſt thy Bleſſed Son 

to be Greamciſed, and Obedient to the Law 
for Man; Grant me the true Circumciſion of the Spi- 
nt, that my Heart and all my Members being morti- 
ted from all Worldly and Carnal Luſts, I may in all 
things obey thy Bleſſed Will, thro' the fame, thy 
don JESUS CHRIST our LORD. Amen; 
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. Ve III. Lak. 3. 

\ The FEBAST of %F2 
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Evening. [ Epiphany, | LL 
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. having from the very Infancy of the 
World promiſed the Meſſiab, as the great 
Redeemer of Mankind; was accordingly pleaſed 
The Gra- in all Ages to make gradual Diſcoveries and Ma. 
= _—_ nifeſtations of him, the Revelations concerning 
tbe Meß. him in every Diſpenſation of the Church, ſtill 
ſiah. ſhining with a more particular Light, the near- 
er this Sun of Righteouſneſs was to his Riſing. V 
the fulneſs of time GOD ſent his Son into the World, 
But becauſe it was not fit ſo great a Perſon ſhould | 

deſcend to Earth, without ſome remarkable 

Sign, GOD was pleaſed to give notice of it to 
all the World, (as they were repreſented by | 

the grand Diviſion of Jews and Gentiles) firſt 

to the Jewiſh Shepherds by an Angel, and then to 
. the Eaſtern Magi by a Star. Long before our 
Magi, Saviour's Birth, ſeveral Perſons that were great 
their Ex- Lovers of Aſtronomy, had expected the Revela- 
or porn tion of a mighty Prince in J«dea, at ſuch time 
1 when a miraculous and extraordinary Star ſhould | 
appear: This was occaſion'd by a Prophecy of | 
Balaam, recorded by Moſes; That there ſhall come | 
4 Star out of Jacob, &c. (Numb. 24. 17.) which | 
in its Myſterious Senſe related to the Meſſa. 
And therefore, when FESUS was born in Bethle.- 


hem of Judæa, there came certain eminent Philo- 
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ephers and Aſtronomers from the Eaſt to Jeruſalem, 
and asked, Where the Perſon was, who was 
lately born Ning of the Jews ;, declaring that they 
had ſeen his Star in their own Country, and that 
being conducted thither by it, they were come 
/ Worſhip him. Theſe Magi were Learned Men; Eaſtern 

E Men dedicated to Contemplation, and Search- 
ers into the Secrets of Nature, and ſuch as were 

E tranſcendent in the Arts. And therefore, when 

they ſaw that the Heavens ſo apparently declared 

| the Glory of God, and that the Firmament ſhew'd 

| bis Handy-work after ſuch a ſtrange and unuſual 

manner, they knew very well that it portended 

ſome great News unto the World. And indeed 

it was the Admiration of (a) S. Chryſoſtom (as 

one obſerves) that ſuch aiPlenty of new Mi- 

racles attended our Saviour's Birth, ſuch a Con- 

junction of Rarities and Sublime Accidents, as 
excelled not only Man's Underſtanding, but 

his Wonder. The HOLY GHOST overſha- 

doweth Fleſh! A Virgin brings forth! Angels 

- proclaim him! Shepherds have Viſions! Stars 
demonſtrate him! Heathens adore him! and 

Heaven and Earth contend in Joy and Duty at 

the Incarnation of the GOD of both of them! 

but among all theſe, the Appearance of this 

creat Luminary from Heaven was truly mira- Star, ar 
culous ; for it is apparent that this (b) Star was©ZRIST's 
not ordinary, but differed by many Degrees 1 
from other Stars in Glory, becauſe it gave Light b X 
in the Broad Day. And this rais'd up the Wife 
Alen into Wonder and Curioſity ta go, ſee, 


— ——_—_— ——_— 


20 — 


(a) Hera x) Goa Jauuals ot 7 7d xeigd yereoias 
MuCarm, Kevobrou. win. Wi mal. | 
6) Hec Stella, que Solis rotam. 


Vincit decore ac lumine. Prudentius Hym, de Epiphe 
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Meſſiah, ? efoiced exceedingly, for it went before them to 
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and 44ore this New-born Prince, and they did not 

fail in their Deſires; for. an Inſpiration from 

the Spirit of GOD, clos'd in with their vertu- 

ous Eſſays, and Admoniſh'd them to obſerve the 

Star, and to follow it till they had found the 

LORD of Life and Glory. Whereupon, they 

- Proſecuted the Buſineſs of their Journey, and 

' .. as ſoon as they were got into the way to Berh- 
= Lon lehem., they enjoyed again the Harbinger of 
them 10 the Light; at which happy Re- appearance they 


conduct them, and all the while attended their 
Motion, until it came and ſtood over where the 
young Child was. And then finding that they had 
They re- finiſhed their Courſe, their Joy was heightened 
9 with all the Apprehenſions and Fancies of Hope, 
ec and the Neighbourhood of Fruition; they had | 
a Joy of Certainty, of Wonder, and of Reli- | 
gion. So to compleat their inconceivable Hap- | 

pineſs, they entred the Houſe, and there ſaw 
the Holy JESUS with Mary his Mother, ha- 
ving nothing but a Star over his Head to diſtin- 
guiſh him from the Miſeries of a poor and 
empty Fortune. However, theſe Sages. were to 
Wiſe to be diſcouraged at ſo mean an Appear- | 
ance ; for on the Contrary, being convinced by 
that Teſtimony from Heaven, and the Conjun- 
Ibey Adore tion of all Circumſtances, they fell down and 
*be Holy worſhipped him: not with an empty Salutation, 
FESVS. but with Oblations; for when they had open d 
- their Treaſures, they preſented unto him Gifts, Gold, 
Frankincenſe, and Myrrh, which were very ſig- 
nificant (4) Emblems ; offering Gold as being a 
Jo ng 
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(4) Aurum, Thus, Myrrham, Regiq, Deo, Hominig, 
Dana: ferunt,- Tuvene. 
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| Religion, and the Delights of Philoſophy. 
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King; Frankincenſe as being GOD ; and Myrrh as 

being a Man. Having been thus ſatisfied with 

the Pleaſures of Religion, and taught ( as a 

Perſon of profound Learning diſcourſes) by 

that rare Demonſtration which was made by 
CHRIST, how Man's Happineſs did not at all 

conſiſt in the Affluence of Worldly Peſſeſſions, 

or the Tumours of Honour; they renounc'd the 

World, and retired empty into the Receſſes of 

TO conclude, This Feaſt of the Eviyrany ena * 
was ever accounted a Famous Feſtival, and is giynifca- 
properly ſtiled the Day of Apparition, or tion there- 
Manifeſtation of CHRIST from above: It had of- 
its Name from a three-fold Apparition or Mani- 

feſtation commemorated upon this Day, which 

all happen'd, tho? not in the ſame Year, yet up- 

on the ſame Day of the Year, and ſo it may be 


truly called #rpdrme GHpayeiny. The firſt was Loe 2 


. 7 Nec s 
the Appearance of the Star, which guided „ eee 


Wiſe-Men to C HRIST. The ſecond was the Fa- rated upon 


mous Appearance at the Baptiſm of CHRIST, this Feſti- 
when all the Perſons in the holy Trinity did ſen- val. 
ſibly manifeſt themſelves : The Farher in the 


Voice from Heaven, the Son in the River Jordan, 


and the Holy Ghoſt in the Shape of a Dove. 
The third Manifeſtation commemorated at this 
time was that of CHRIS T's Divinity; which 
appeared in the firſt Miracle that he wrought in 
tarning Water into Wine, All theſe three Ap- 
pearances contributed to the Solemnity of this 
FEſtival ; but the moſt remarkable of all is tuat of 
which I have been now treating. 
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120 CoNsiDERA TON 
Epiſtle, 3 ConsIDERATIONS \ Goo, 
Epheſ. 3. Matth. 2. 
N Ver. UPON from Ver. 
1 13 ) The EpI pn ANY ( 
Honour, T ONOUR is an Ornament ſo very bighh 
= Defire eſteemed, and ſo very eagerly ſought, that 
nf: it has the moſt prevailing Influence upon the 


Lives of Men. It is accounted of higheſt Price 
among all the Objects of Humane Deſire; we 
endure any thing for its ſake ;deſpiſe every thing 
in Compariſon of it; even Lite it {elf is not 
thought a Purchaſe too dear to compaſs it, It 
is Obſervable that Honour is the main Spring of 
moſt Undertakings in the World; *tis for this 
that Princes contend, great Battels are fought, 
and difficult Undertakings are perform'd with 
indefatigable Vigour: tis for this that Men 
ſearch ſo greedily after Knowledge, and fill their 
Heads with abſtruſe Speculations ; that the Mer 
chant travels into new and unknown Countries, 
and that the Sons of Men in general, haſt to riſe 


up early, and ſo late take reſt. And indeed? tis fo. | 


deeply implanted in our Natures, that the Ar- 
guments of the moſt rigid Philoſophers prove 
very inſignificant: *tis true, they write large 
Volumes, and make great Harangues againſt the 
Deſire of a ſplendid Reputation, which they 


highly contradict in their Proſecution of things; Cl 


and therefore J am apt to believe that they only 
ſtrive to beat down the Price of this Commodity, 
that they may more eaſily exgrofs it to themſelves. 


For tis ha dl imaginable that Chryſippus would 
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have wrote (as we are (a) informed) 700 Books, 
moſt of them abounding with Logical Quirks, 
had it not been to ſhew the Subtilty and Sharpneſs 
of his Wit. But however, I take the Opinion 
of thoſe who grounded their Judgment upon No- 
tions agreeable to common Senſe and Experi- 


© ence, and adapted their Rules of Practice to the 
Nature of Man, to be of greateſt Authority. 


such Men have rank'd Honour among the Prin- 
cipal of things deſirable, and adorned it with 
the moſt expreſſive Encomiums : And indeed con- 
| fdering that the wiſe Author of our Beings ori- 
ginally implanted in us the Deſire of Honour for 
| moſt wiſe and noble Purpoſes, viz. as an Engage- 
ment to Vertue, and a Reſtraint from Vice; and 
| 23 a ſerviceable Inſtrument for the Conſtitution, 


| Conſervation, and Improvement of Humane 


| Society; I muſt conſequently take the Love of it 


(rightly grounded and duly moderated ) to be 


| of no ſmall Magnitude and Luſtre in the Conſtel- 


lation of Vertues: becauſe true Generoſity and The Vſe 
| Nobiliry of Mind, doth raiſe a Man's Affections , % 
Heaven. warde, and doth elevate him above the 


| troubleſome World; and z»ſpires him with a 
Chriſtian Courage, and an undaunted Reſolution, 

| jyfully to converſe with, and (as the Eaſtern 
Sazes ) humbly to Adore the LORD of Life. 


that Path which leads directly to Glory and Ho- 
| 7%, and I know not a more eaſe and compen- had the 
dou Method than to follow the Steps of theſe trueſt No- 
W:/e-Men : They had the trueſt Notion of Ho- tion of 


noum, Honour, 


ſordid Deſires, and trivial Enjoyments of a 


NOW hope it will not be thought an un- 
friendly Attempt to endeavour to put Men into 
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nour, being not only ſenſible that rhe Fear of th. 

LORD was the beginning of the moſt profound 
Miſdom, but finding by Experience that it wy 

the compleating End of it too; for they no fool. 

er had the Means of Grace offer d them, but they 

were careful to make a right uſe of it, and tg 

ſecure to themſelves that Honour which comes from 

God alone. ( John 5. 11.) They were no ſooner 
inform'd of the Birth of the Holy JESUS, by 

the Appearance of an unuſual Srar, but forth- 

Their Cou- with they undertook their Journey; neither re. 
= ae, garding the Avocations of the World, which 
= would charge them with Folly and Precipitancy; 


nor conſidering the Dangers of going to pro- 


claim a nem- born King, at the Court of an Ircensd 


Prince; nor Apprehenſive of thoſe many Dif. 
ficulties that are the uſual Conſequences of a | 

long and uncertain Journey : but they united | 

their Souls to that Supreme Majeſty who is the | 
Tountain of true Honour, and fo they became 
Kewarded like the King's Daughter, All- Glorious within; 
w##hGlory. a much more valuable Bravery than the Cnet 
of Needle-work, and Veſture of Gold. ( Pſalm 45. | 
14.) Their Entrance into the poor Stable was but 

à Prologue to their being received into the Ki 
Palace; into that New Jeruſalem, where they 

ſhall have Pearls and Gems in Exchange for their 

Gold, Frankincenſe, and Myrrh ; where they will 

be beautiful without the help of Art or Nature, 

by the meer Reflection of the Divine Brightneſs; F 

be all that their then enlarg'd Comprehenſions 

can wiſh, and infinitely more than we can here 


Imagine. b 


operated 


BUT to proceed: As G0D's Love is uni- 
verſal, ſo is the Diſpenſation of it; He ſenta 
miraculous Star to invite and lead all the World 
to a new and more glorious Light; but none co- 
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* operated with this Invitation of Grace, but on- | 1 
the V:ſe-Aer. Their Learning was duly and Harp "| 
= - | | 2 . ing of the 6 fv 

« Wrightly Improv'd, and therefore it diſpoſed Mao? 1k 


3 @ TSR, 0 
„em into a Capacity of Diviner Knowledge : ;;,65) In | 
or their Aſtrological Divinations were turned prov'd, | 1 
n Wioto the Order of a greater Deſign than the i 

{ 
L 
f 


* . — * 
. 


— 


„o dbole Art could produce; their Employment be- 
r Wiog changed into Grace, and their Learnin 
7 WE beightned with Inſpiration. Had they been ac- 
j- WE quainted with all the Stars and Luminaries of 
. Heaven, and not with this which conducted them 
o Grace and Glory, they had had but Light 
; WT cnough to lead them into Manſions of Obſcurity. 
„Bat GOD Almighty was pleaſed to encourage 
their Pious Inclinations; He enlightned their Un- 
f. berſtandings, and attrated their Faculties by his 
; Aſſiſting Grace, and fo their lunocent Curioſity 
| Wh became Inſtrumental to Ends higher than all the 
e Art of Man could produce. Thus abſolutely 
e ncedful is the Grace of GOD, to help us in begin- _ | 
, in carrying on, and in accompliſhing every yeeury 
„ Good Work This is a 6% truly Divine 1 it 5. 
. WW vithout which no Deſert of Man, no Endowments 
tor Qualifications of Nature, are of any Worth 
„or significance at all! Sciences and Arts, Riches 
ad Power, Wit and Floquence, are not in any 
degree Valuable, if not ſeconded, exalted, and 
beefected by Grace. For this is a Gift ſo ſingu- 
„ lily excellent, that neither the Gift of Pro- 
eq, nor the Power of working Miracles, nor 
me Underſtanding of the moſt Szblime and Ab. 
e ie Myſteries, can recommend us to GOD 
MW vithout it. _ 
.vL [ MUST conteſs, there are many Men affect 
do be Knowing; they endeavour to penetrate 
tie profoundeſt and darkeſt Myſteries; they 
naxe Qſtentation of all their New D:ſcoveries, 
9 TY 
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CoNstDERATIONS 


Learning tion. Therefore an Acute and Elevated Under- | 


without 


Piety in- 


 fpnificant. 


Example 
of the 
Eaſtern 
Magi, 
Worthy 0 
our Imi- 


kation. 


—— 


and pretend to Experiment and Demonſtration: 
They labour to diſtinguiſh themſelves from the 
Plebeian part of Mankind; to be thought Wiſe 
and more Acute than the reſt of the World, and 
would be ExtoPd and Admir'd for all that they 


ſay or do: They make the Good of this World 


their Aim, and ſeek no farther for their Reſt 
and Happineſs. But theſe are but falſe Appear. 
ances of Worth and Perfection: Such Men 48 


only by a Spirit of Pride and Curioſity, valuing 


themſelves much more to diſpute Learnedly for 
the Truth, than for Adorning it by their Live, 
and rendring that Knowledge effectual to Salva. 


ſtanding is no deſirable thing, unleſs connected 
with Duty; *tis this which gives it a Reputable 
Guft and Reliſh, and converts it into a moſt V. 


luable and Tranſcendent Bleſſing. Suppoſe I were 
let into the Knowledge of this Syſtem and Fabrick | 
of the Univerſe, and the infinite Variety of 
Creatures contained in it; whatever the Opinion | 
of the World may be, I am aſſured by the Ap- | 
file, that ſuch Wiſdom is Fooliſhneſs with God, | 


( 1 Cor. 8. 19.) unleſs it excited my Wonder and 
Praiſe, and moſt humble Adoration of his Incom- 
prehenſible Majeſty, and Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, 
and Power, who is the great Maſter-huilder, the 
conſtant Preſerver and Governour of All, and 
every Part of it. Whoſoever then emulates 
the Title of a Wiſe Man, muſt follow the Exam- 
ple of the Eaſtern Magi, who were Wiſe wi 


Salvation. They united their Souls to the Holy } 


JESUS, who is the Fountain and Perfection of 
all Wiſdom: This Spiritualliz d their Natures, 


and let them into thoſe Spacious Fields of Learn- 


ing, which afforded them both Exerciſe and De- 
light. Thus they taſted the Tree of Knowleage, 
upon 


3 vpon Which there lay no Interdict; which inſtru- 


— 
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© fed not as that in Eden did, by ſad and coſtly 

© Experience, but by Joy and Contemplation. 

E BUT what is farther Obſervable, is, that 7% Vor- 
© the Wiſe-Men had no other Deſign than to Wor-Jhip 71. 
% and Adore their new-born King : Firſt, In 1 ne 
© Proſtration of the Body, which was a very de- With their 
cent Signification of their Reverence and Zeal ;, Bodies, 
for when we are before the Ning of Kings, whoſe 

Empire is univerſal, and his Dominions boundleſs, 

| we may well adviſe one another to uſe the moſt 

| lowly Geſtures that may expreſs our Holy Fear 

| of, and Awful Regard to fo great a Majeſty. ; 
Scondly, In Adoration of the Soul, which was 8 
| a ſort of Service moſt agreeable to the Divine ' 
Nature. GOD himſelf z 2 Spirit, and they that 
S Worſhip him, muſt Worſhin him in Spirit and in 

| Truth, ſays he (John 4. 24.) who beſt knew 

| both what he was, and what be expects from us. 
The truly Wiſe Man is a true Prieſt of the moſt 
High GOD: His Mind is GOD's Temple, and 
the Houſe where his Honour dwelleth : His Sou 
is GOD's Image, a Ray or Reflection of that 
Brightneſs and Glory above: His Affections and 
Apperites, like ſo many Oblations, are all conſe- 
crated; and entirely devoted to his Uſe and Ser- 
vice: And his great, his daily, his moſt ſolemn 
Sacrifice, is to imitate, and ſerve, and obey 
him. But Thirdly, The Magi having offered 
their Souls and Bodies to be a Reaſonable, Holy, 
and Lively Sacrifice to GOD, they ſt ill confirmed 
their high Veneration by offering him Preſents : The On 
they reſign'd their Counterfeit for Real Delights Ms 
in Exchange; they parted from their Cold for 

a Crown of Glory, which outvies the moſt profuſe 
Donations of the greateſt Potentates. But here 

let me take notice, that GOD cares not for our 
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CONSIDERATIONS, c. 


ſelf, can receive no Acceſſion to his Felicity hy 


way of Sacrifice and Worſhip of himſelf, it is 1 


of, to think themſelves in a Condition of giving 


ſion. 


they will find Joy unſpeakable. Let us learn to 


conſtant Care and Buſineſs, as well as Entertain- 


that they receive their own Subſiſtance. 
ConcluC- 
from this Day to betake themſelves entirely to 
600, to love him with all their Hearts, and all 


Riches ; for the whole World is his, and all tha 
therein is. He who is eſſentially Happy in hin. 


the poor Contributions of Men. And howeyer 
he may graciouſly condeſcend to interpret thoſe 
Works of Mercy done for his ſake, yet in the 


— 


one 
Dt. : | | ; call the 
Prodigy of Vanity that many have been guilty | thy Se 
juin 
3 an un 
ſcech 
tualix 
| widen 
| Grace 
thy H 
the K 
| and 0 
| ſire of 
| ſhew f 
| a Hol 


to him, from whole Liberal Hand alone it i 

ALL that I have to add, is, to defire Men 
their Souls, and to bid a final Adieu to all Ter— 
reſtial Enjoyments, whenever they come in 
Competition with their Duty to him; and then 


deſpiſe theſe outward Vanities, and ſeek pure 
and ſpiritual Satisfactions; let us make it our 


ment and Delight, to be continually exercis'd in 4 2 
the Contemplation of the Holy JESUS ; for this e 
is the trueſt, the nobleſt, the moſt refined and FIR 


till at laſt all our Duty will be naturalliz'd to us, 


ſpiritual way of Living, and beſt Accommoda- 
ted to the Glory of GOD, the Comfort and Safety 
of our own Souls, and the general Good of Man- 
kind. By this Method we ſhall feel our ſelves 
acted in Religion by a new Spirit; we ſhall feel a 
Heavenly Grace ſpringing up within us, and 
growing on to Maturity by inſenſible Degrees, 


and we ſhall do GOD's Vill upon Earth with al- 
moſt the ſame Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, as it 
is done by our Bleſſed Brethren in the Heavenly 


The 
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The PRA LER. 
NJ IMMACULATE Lamb ef C \ co-crer- 


| vidence ; and that every Motion or Invitation of 
| Grace may produce excellent Effects upon me : O let 
% Holy Spirit Illuminate my Underſtanding with 
| Wh Knowledge of thee; my Will, with Submiſſion 
i Obedience to thee ;, and my Affections, with De- 
fe of thee, and Endeavour towards thee : ſo ſhall 
f ſhew forth thy Praiſe, not only with my Lips, but in 
= FT Holy and Religious Life; and ſpend the Remainer 
| of wy Days in a Joyful Hope of being made Parta- 
ker of a Glorious Reſurrection unto Life Eternal, 
| thro thy Merits, O moſt Bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer FESUS | Amen. | 


The Col LECr. 


The Coll ECT. 


O GOD ! who by the leading of a Sar didſt mz 

— nifeſt thine Only-begotten Son to the Gentile; ; 

Mercifully grant, that I who know thee now hy 

Faith, may after this Life have the Fruition of thy 

Glorious Godhead, thro JESUS CHRIST or 
LORD. Amen. 
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Iſa. 58. 
II. Luke 5. 
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1. Le 
Foh. 3. 
II. Leſſ. 
15 th To 


Morninr. 


Plal. pop UPON 


86 Wissen is the be of the . 
great and ſolemn Faſt of Lent, and is ge- 


nerally called by the Ancients, Caput Jejamii; as 
being a Day of extraordinary Humiliation. 
The Church begins het Lent this Day, which 
with the Addition of the other three Days of 
| the Week, ſupply the Sundays in Lent, (where- 
| on the Cuſtom was not to Faſt, becauſe they 
were Feſtivals, commemorating the Glorious 
| Reſarre&tion of our Bleſſed Redeemer :) {5 
that deducting out of Lent, the fix Sundays, "_ 


Fill remain but fix and thirty Faſting-days ; 


| which the four of this Week being added, wake 
| the juſt Number of Forty. This Day 1s a de- 
cent and neceſſary Introduction to the great Faſt ; 


and is called Dies Cinerum, or Aﬀ-Wipnzwpay, A ASH- 


: 
as an Emblem of Mortification : For upon this WED: 


| Day, in the Primitive Ages, they uſed to cloath PAV, 


themſelves in Sach- cloth, and ſprinkle Aſbes up- why fo 

on their Heads; which was the uſual Cuſtom of ealad. | 

penitents. But notorious Sinners were on this 

Day put to open Penance z and that this Holy 

Diſcipline was reſettled 1 in its due Power and 

Vigour, is the Judgment and Deſire of our 

"Wn Church, concerning the folemn Quadrag e- be Piety 

ſimal 1 Penances and Humiliations : ** In the Pri- of the Pri- 
mitive Church ( ſays the Preface to the Com- Clurcts 

mination mn) Sue 
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Upon Alſh-Wedneſday. 

c mination) there was a Godly Diſcipline, that 
© at the beginning of Lent, ſuch Perſons 3; 
* ſtood convicted of notorious Sin, were put t) 
„open Penance, and puniſhed in this World. 
* that their Souls might be fav'd in the Day 
* of the LORD; and that others Admoniſhed 
ce by their Example, might be the more Afraid 
* to offend. Which ſaid Diſcipline, it is much 
© to be wiſh'd might be reſtored again.” Noy 
that we may know what the Church wiſhes there, 
it will not be amiſs to ſet down in part, the 
Solemnity uſed upon thoſe Sinners, at this time; 
which was ordered thus: 
THE Holy and Good Chriſtians of thoſe 
Times, being extreamly careful to keep the 
Honour of their Religion unſpotted, and to ſtift 
every Sin in its Birth, brought Offenders to 
publick Shame and Penalty, to keep them from 


propagating the malignant Influence of a bad 


Example. Now the common and ſtanding Fe- 


Excom- nalty they made uſe of, was Excommunication, | 


Tnice- or S#ſpenſion from Communion with the Church. 


uſe in the For all notorious Offenders, of what Degree ſo. 


Primitiveever, were immediately cenſur'd and ſeparated } 
Church. from the Faithful; who avoided them fo ſtrict- 
ly, that the poor Penitents finding no Shelter | 

nor Succour, were forc'd to quit their evil | 

Ways, and be glad to ſubmit to the long and | 

ſtrict Penances of Faſting and Mortification; } 

which the Church impoſed on them, as Tokens } 

of their Sorrow, and Evidences of their Re- 
formation : Nay, at laſt they thought themſelves 
happy, if with Prayers and Tears they might 

be admitted to the Peace of GOD, and of bis 
Church again: and this prov'd a happy Means 

to ſave many Sinners; who, if they bad been 

let alone, ( as they are in theſe looſer Times) 
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= were to be enjoin'd publick Penance, preſented 
© themſelves on this Day before the Church Doors 27 dealt 
to the Biſhop of the Place, cloathed in Szck- with, 
cloth, and with dejected Looks; profeſſing thus 


would have added Sin to Sin, till they had dropt 


into everlaſting Deſtruction. In thoſe Days, 
the Suſpended Perſons were uſually dealt with 


after this manner : All notorious Sinners who Offen- 


ders, in 
what man. 


by their Habit and Countenance, their enormous 


Crimes. At which time, the Deans, or Arch- 
Preibyters being preſent, (together with the 
E publick Penitentiary, who was a kind of Cenſor 
Aorum, to enquire into the Lives of Chriſtians, 
to take an Account of their Failures, and to what. 
direct and diſpoſe them to Repentance } the 

| Penitents were brought into the Church; and 

the Clergy being preſent, the Biſhop ſung the 

| ſeven Penitential Pſalms, proſtrate on the Ground, 

| with Tears; for their Abſolution. After which, Z Pro. 
| he laid his Hands upon them, (not to abſolve cede of 


The Pub- 
lick Peni- 
tentiary, 


them, but to ratifie their Penance) and ſprink- the Aden 
led Aſhes upon their Heads, and cover'd them ed 


| with Sackcloth and after great Lamentations, 


the Cenſure, or Sentence, was paſs'd upon them z 


| whereby they were ſuſpended, not only from 


the Communion of the Holy Euchariſt, but from 
all Holy Commerce in any ( eſpecially Publick ) 


Duties of Religion; and were never readmit- 


ted into Church- Society, or to a Paiticipation 
of the Ordinances or Privileges of Chriſtianity, 
till they had exactly fulfill'd the Diſcipline of 
the Church; which principally conſiſted in 
many ſevere Acts of Repentance, and Morti- 
ication, more or leſs, according to the Nature 
of the Offence. This Term of Penance was 
uſually exacted with great Rigour, and ſeldom 
Upenc'd with; no Indulgence or Admiſſion 
1 * being 
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being e til the fall Time was complex. 
Peni- Ed. "They appear'd, during this Time of Pe. 
2 nance; in all the Formalities of Sorrow and 
e Mourning, frequently ſtanding without, at th 
themſelves, Church-Doors, (for they were not ſuffer'd to 
durinz enter in) and with Tears in their Eyes, falling 
their Suſ-" down upon their Knees to the Miniſters as they 
perſon. went in, and begging the Prayers of all good 
Chriſtians, with all. the Expreſſions and Demon. 
ſtrations of _ a-ſorrowful and dejected Mind; 
reckoning, the lower they lay i in Repentance, the 
higher it would exalt them; and the leſs they 

far themſelves, . the more GOD would 0 

them. The Time of Penance being expired, 
How Ab- they addreſled themſelves to the Governors of 
ſolved. the Church for Abſolution: Hereupon, (as an 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian diſcourſes) their Re- 
pentance was taken into Examination; and 

being found to be ſincere and real, they were 

openly. readmitted into the Church, by the 
Impoſition of the Hands of the Clergy; the 
Parties to be abſolved, kneeling down between 

the Knees of the Biſhop, (or in his Abſence, of 

dhe Presbyter ) who laying his Hal ds upon their | 
Heads, ſolemnly bleſſed, and abſolved them, 

How re. The Penitents being thus abſolved, were received 
cerved into yyijth the univerſal Joy and Acclamation of the 


Commu- 1 
non with People, as Perſons returned from the State oi | 
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th: _ - the Dead; being embraced by their. Brethren, 


Church. who bleſſed GOD for their Return, and wept | 
for the Joy of their Recovery; who upon their 
Abſolution were now reſtor' d to a Participa- | 
tion of the LORD's Srpper, and to all other 
Acts of church. Comiuunion; Which by their } 
Crimes they had forfeited, and from which they ? 
had been ſuſpended, till they had given ſatis- 
factory e ebelr Repentance ce, and 1 5 
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f | poſed to perſevere under the exatt ITY 
of Chriſtianity. 5 
Now, this Diſcipline bing etercis d on 
* « particular Offenders, leſt there ſhould be any 
: « Sinners paſs unobſerved, and uncenſured; the 
| & Ancient Church thought fit to appoint fome 
| Times for general Repentance, and eſpecially 
| « the Holy Time of Lent : And the Fathers ad- 
| viſe all Chriſtians, (even thoſe who were not 
under the Cenſures of the Church) to ob- 
| © ſerve this Time of Faſting very ſtrictly, that 
hy this voluntary Penance and Mortification, 
| © they might ſolemnly teſtifie their Repentance 5 
for the whole Year, and do that Duty out of 
Choice, which others were compell'd to per- 
form by the Neceſſity of an Excommunica- 
„tion. Now they thought no Time fo fit for 
| © this as Len, that by ſpending thoſe Days in 
© © Sorrow and Humiliation, they might be bet- 
| © ter prepared for the Holy Sacrament, of 
| © which all were to partake at (a) Eaſter. In 
Bo 85 therefore, (in the Primitive Ages) all 
alted and Repented. And upon this Ac- 
ek. Asu-WEDNESDAV was very Religioully 
8 abſerv'd; as (b) St. Auguſtine plainly teſti- 
© fieth, ſaying : Therefore the Time of Lent is 
. zol y "and Conſecrated ; becauſe preſently up- 


on the firſt Entrance thereof. we begin by a ASH- 
* ſort of Judging, to put a Difference between 4 


* the Juſt and the Unjuſt; to ſeparate the Good N 


D 
605 from the Bad. And this Ptous Uſage od DAY, | 
* continued long after, which appears by an nities uſed 
« Ancient Council wherein we find it is decreed, tbereon. 


„ * That 
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** 


©" That from and after Asu-WEDN ESD Av, there 
ſnauld be no Suits at Law, nor Pleas holden; 
*©-becauſe on that VVzpxesDay, called the Head 
* of the Faſt, all the Penitents have Hands laid 
** npon them, to enjoin them wholly to ſpend 


this Time in Repentance, and the Service of 


* GOD. About which time, came out that 


 * Homily concerning the Paſtoral Care, written 
(6 . * . 
by Leo Biſhop of Rome; wherein, among ma- 


ny good Rules, this is one: That the Prieſt 
on Asn-WepxesDay ſhall invite the People to 
* confeſs their Sins; and according to the Na- 
* ture of their Offences, preſcribe them ſuitable 


** Penances. And how Publickly and Solemnly 


this was perform'd of Old, appears by what 
follows: That in King Edrer's Canons, which 
** appoints, that on As-Wepxespay, in the 
beginning of Lent, every Biſhop ſitting in his 
'* Epiſcopal Chair, all the notorious Offenders of 
** his Dzoceſs ſhall come before him; and having 
** confeſs'd their Faults, ſhall receive ſuch In- 
„ junckions of Penance as their Sin requires. 
After this, on the Thurſday before Eaſter, they 
** fhall all be gathered together in the ſame Place, 
** and the Biſhop ſinging ſome Hymns over them, 
*© ſhall give them Abſolution, and grant them 
leave to return Home. 1 confeſs, in latter 
* Ages, during the Corruption of the Roma 
* Church, this Godly Diſcipline degenerated 
* into a Formal and Cuſtomary Confeſſion upon 
* Asu-WEDpñNEPSpAY, uſed by all Perſons; to 


** which, when the Subſtance of true Repenrance 
was gone, at laſt they added the 7 Ce. 
* remony of ſprinkling Aſhes on the 


eads of 
all that were preſent, whether Penitents or 
- no: which our Church hath, wholly laid afide 
* as 2 meer Shadow; and laments, that 1 
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* Continuance of the Roman Male-adminiſtra- 
tion among us in this Nation; their Formal 
{ Confeſſions ; their Sale of Indulgencies and 


« Abſolutions 3 and their commuting all ſorts 
« of Penance for Money, &c. had let the Peo- 


« ple looſe from all the Primitive Bands of Diſ- 
4 cipline, which tended to their Amendment; 


and made them ſo Head-ſtrong, as they would 
«© never ſince endure that Burdenſome, but Sa- 


«<lutary Yoke.” And ſince this Excellent Diſ- 


cipline is not now practic'd, there is the greater 


Reaſon for all good Chriſtians to bewail it; and 


to admire thoſe Bleſſed Ages which we cannot 
exactly imitate; and to wiſh for the Reſtoring 


of {o Profitable an Inſtitution. 


8 


—— — 


Epiſtle. OW OE 28 . Goſpel. 
ben ee e re Match. 
r0; 0 | ct = 
Ver. 12. EO | Verſe 16, 
0 18. ASn-WEDNESDAY. to22: 


to Pray daily, yet, becauſe we ſeldom do 
that well, which we pretend to do always ; the 


of the Holy Time of Lent. In the beginning 
of which Seaſon, we are to withdraw our Minds 


{ite of Angels: we are to get above Concern 
lor this World, and fix our Deſires and Endea- 
Yours upon Divine and Spiritual Objects; ſub- 
: 2 e Wich 


HOUGH we ought to Repent, as well as 


Curch hath in all Ages prudently thought fit to Te Pru- 
{apart ſome Solemn Seaſon, for the regular and dente 
lincere Performance of our Mortification and“ 


N | ; h | 
HOPONt ances and accordingly, hath made choice ©; urch, 


the 


n ſetting 
apart this 
Sed on. 


irom all ſenſual Pleaſures, and begin to live the 
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DER ATION! 


mitting our Eapthly to our Heavenly Intereſ, 
And; renouncing the, Joys and Pleafores of th 
Life, that ſo we may be the better enabled to 
practice thoſe. Heavenly Vertyes, which wil 
conduct us to the Felicities of the Lite to come. 
What 10 30 For this ( as St. Cinyſoſt olds (a) in a Sermon be 
fold iz Fade at the, Entrance of the Levr-Faf, repre 
: be ie Bi ſents it) is an Heavenly Time; wherein we are 
do ortifie all our Vicious Inclinations: we are 
to make new Vows, and enter upon Religion, 
as if we had never done any thing before: ve 
are to mourn for our Sins, and to reſolve 
againſt them: we are to remember what Vows 
we have already made, and broken; how often 
we have prevaricated in our Duty, and by what 
Temptations we are uſed to fall: And conte- 
quently we are to renounce all Aﬀections to din, 
and firmly purpoſe to lead a new Life, ia all 
ſolid and material Practices of Vertu. 
AND now tis to be conſider'd, that if GOD 
did not particularly call upon us by theſe Rell- 
gious Neceſſities; and ſtop our Career in Sin by 
theſe Annual Soleinnities ; the Soul and her In- 
tereſt would be very little regarded. For in this 
Corrupt State, whereinto we are ſunk, our Na. 
ture runs Evil-wards, with a very ſtrong and 
prevailing Byaſs; and if GOD, out of his In- 
finite and Inexhauſtible Spring of Goodnels WM * 
and Mercy, had not appointed ſome Holy Iater- en 
yals, wherein to ſubdue our Vitiated Incline" W *a 
tions, and to ſum up all the Parts of our Re- WM far 
pentance; tis reaſonable to believe, that by * Be. 
long and uninterrupted Series of unmortifies } | 


Luſts, we ſhould gradually deſcend from that _ 
- C 


(a) Hens 1. in Gen: eo = .:- = a> 5, 


rr el. As. ot ett p ER 


For Asn-Wepdnesvay. 


4 
perfection of Vertue, wherein the Heavenly 
gleſſedneſs conſiſts; and conſequently be liable 
do the Divine Indignation among the Children 
of Diſobedience. For our Fternal'Happinefs 
and Welfare depends upon our mortiſyig our 
Iuſts, ſince GOD hath ſo ordained; tßat if we 
do morrifie them we ſhall live; and that if we _. 
do not, we ſhall be for ever Excommunicated 
from the Regions of Light and Immortality. ; 
| © AND indeed Morrification (as ati excellent Mortifi 
%) Author obſerves) is the one half of Chri- n,, 
| © ſtianity : It is a dying to the World; it is 4 %%. 
| © denying of the Will, and all its Natural De- 
| © fires : an Abſtinence from Pleafure, and Ten- 
E ſual Complacencies'; that the Fleſh being ſub- 
| *dned to the Spirit, both may join in the Ser- 
vice of GOD; and in the Offices of (b) Holy 
Religion. It conſiſts in Actions of Severity 
* and Renunciation; it refuſes to give Enter- 

* tzinment to any Vanity, nor uſes a freer Li- 
*cenſe in things lawful, leſt it be tempted to 
* things umlawful: it kills the Luſts of the 
"Fleſh, by taking away its Fewel and Incentives; 
"and by uſing to contradict its Appetite, does 
© inure it with more Facility to obey the ſupe- 
«riour Faculties And, in effeR,, it is nothing 
but a great Care we ſin not; and a prudent 
*2nd ſevere uſing ſuch Remedies and Inſtru- 
© ments, which in Nature and Grace are made 
* apt for the Production of our Purpoſes.” Thus 
far Mortification 1s abſolutely neceſſary to the 
Being of a Chriſtian: For whatſoever is moſt 
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eſteem d and lov'd in the World, muſt be par. © 
ted with as a Snare, if it tempts us from or; 
Obedience: And this is nothing but what; 
The Neceſ- moſt Juſt and Reaſonable. For GOD having 
fty of an unalienable Propriety in us, we ought there. 
Mortifi- fore to make an entire Dedication of our ſelves 
cation. and our molt valuable Intereſts to him; and ty 
mortiſie all thoſe ſinful Inclinations of corryy 
Nature, which diſpoſe to actual Impieties : And 
by ſo doing, an infinite Advantage will redound 
to us; this being in order to our Everlaſting 
Happineſs. For every Perſon is ordain'd to a 
Glorious and Supernatural Bleſſedneſs, propot. 
tionable to his Diſpoſitions and Qualifications 
for it ; and till the Soul is difintangled from al 
thoſe unreaſonable Paſſions which clog and di. 
ſeaſe her, there is no Poſſibility of her being 
I | Aſſociated with the Bleſſed Spirits of Juſt Mer 
bo How diſ- made perfect. And indeed, could we by an Im- 
bs _ apreeable poſſible Suppoſition fancy a wicked Soul aſſumed 
* - 3 to thoſe Fruitions; its Pleaſure ſure would be 
1K Heaven As little, as its Preparation for it was. For | 
14 will be to Pleaſure, which 1s a Relative thing, implies | 
1 * 4 wicked Correſpondence and Agreement between the 
4 
N 
1 
i 


Soul, Object and the Faculty that taſts and enjoys it: 
conſder4. And therefore if a Man ſhould be plac'd in Hea- | 
ven, among all the Joys with which that Bleſſed | 
State abounds; yet, unleſs his Mind and Tem- 
per did ſuit and agree with them, they would 
be ſo far from delighting him, that they would | 
but reproach his lewd and ſordid Degenerac) 
from the Temper of a Pure and Immortal Spi- 
rit. For what Concord can there be between 
a Soul, whoſe Affections are wedded to the 
Fleſh ; and thoſe Pure and Virgin- Spirits, that 
are to live for ever upon Wiſdom, and Holinels, | 
and Joy, and Contemplation ? Whatan lade : 
wou 
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ar. 2 would it be to a Senſual and Malicious Spirit, to 
n be admitted into the Glorious Society of Hea- 
Us venly Lovers; whoſe whole Converſation con- 
ſiſts in loving and reloving, and is nothing elſe 
but a perpetual Intercourſe of Mutual Indear- 
ments? Certainly, Euclid's Elements would be 
as agrecable to a Swine, or /Metaphyſicks to a 
Hoar, as for a Carnalized Soul to be entertain'd 
with the Delights of the Heavenly Choir, which 
E conſiſt of never-ceaſing Pra:ſes and Hallelujahs. 
such a Soul, could never be entertain'd with 
the Beatifick Viſion 5, nor find any Harmony or 
E Muſick in a Hallelujah: Tt muſt be forc'd to pine 
and famiſh amidſt all that Plenty of Delights, 
there being not one Viand in all the Heavenly 
E Banquet that ſhe could reliſh any Sweetneſs in. 
But on the contrary, when all our Carnal Ap- 3 0 
petites are extinguiſn'd, and our Wills and Af, 1 
fections are in conjunction with the Fountain of 
| Purity and Bleſſedneſs; we ſhall be diſpoſed 
to enjoy the Pleaſures of Heaven, and our Souls 
will be connaturaliz'd to them: ſo that when 
we come to take Leave of the Body, we ſhall 
fy away into the Spiritual World, with none 
but Pure and Spiritual Appetites about us; 
where meeting with an Infinite Fulneſs of Spi- 
ritual Joys and Pleaſures, our pre-diſpoſed 
Minds will preſently cloſe in with, and feed 
upon them with ſuch unſpeakable Content and 
Satisfaction, as will raviſh them for ever from 
the Thoughts of all other Entertainments. And 
this, I doubt not, was one great Reaſon of 
W toe Extraordinary Abſtinencies, and Corpo- 
ul Auſterities, that were impoſed (at this 
3M $4) by the Primitive Church; that by this 
means they might gently wean the Soul from 
the Pleaſures of the Body, and teach it re 
jan 
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Mortifi- NO *tis to be conſider' d, that Mortification 
cation and Corporal Auſterities are Inſtrumental, and 


3 troubled Soul, and a Plank to a Shipwreck'd 
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hand to live upon the Delights of ſeperateg 
Spirits: For GOD hath reduced us to this Iſſue, 
either our Sins, or our Souls muſt die; either 
we muſt bid a final Adieu to Heaven, or our 
Luſts: ſo that unleſs we love our Sins ſo 
well, as to ranſom them with the Loſs of our 
Immortal Souls, it concerns us ſpeedily to 
ſhake them off by Repentance, and to mortifi 
our moſt beloved Luſts, ſince our Eternal Hap- 
pineſs and Welfare depends upon ſo doing. 


in order to jn order to Repentance; and they are no other- 
Repen- ways remiſſive of Sins, but as they co-operate 
mance. towards the Integrity of our Duty. For, as a | 
Cypher, which is only in order to a Number, 
ſignifies nothing, unleſs a Number be added to 

it; ſo Mortification, which is only in order to 
Kepentance, is altogether inſignificant, unleſs it 

be ſeconded with that great and important 
Repen- Duty. KFepentance is the great Ahlum and San- 
tance, Quary of Humane Infirmity ; the Port of a 


Conſcience : Tis the Miracle of Divine Good- 
neſs; the Reconciler of the Divine Attributes, 
Juſtice, and Mercy ; the Relief and Succour of 
Humane Frailty; the Envy of Devils, as that 
which they cannot attain to; and the Peculiar 
and Ineſtimable Privilege of Mankind. This 
is that particular Inſtance of Favour, whereby 
Man ſtands diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the 
Sons of GOD, as the great Favourite of Hea- 
ven: For GOD ſpar d not the Angels that ſinned ; 
whereas Man has the Advantage of Second 
Thoughts: *twas Man alone, among all Ratio- 
nal Beings, who had the Privilege of being 
I SL paardon d 
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pardon'd by Repentance. 1 4) »Tis for this Reaſon Moti ves to 
the Scripture propounds the Goodneſs of GOD, Repen- 


as the moſt powerful Perſwaſlve, 10 lead Aden to 
Fepentance. For what more Rational Argument 
5 js there, and more congruous to the Nature of 


Man, to work in him a ſerious Grief, and hearty 


r pPeteſtation of Sin; than the Belief, that GOD, 
: in whoſe Power alone it is to pardon Sinners, 
e 


is moſt deſirous to pardon them, if they will 
E Repent and Amend? The Divine Majeſty in- 
terpoſes the moſt ſolemn Oath to remove our 
E Suſpicions. 4s / live, ſaith the LORD, I delight 
not in the Death of the Wicked ;, but that the Wicked 
turn from his Way and live. (EZek. 33. 11.) Aud 
| have ] any Pleaſure at all that the Wicked ſhould 
die? ſaith the LORD GOD: And not that he 
| ſbould return from his Ways and live? (Ezek. 18; 
23.) Here may we obſerve the Infinite Pa- 
tience and Goodneſs of the Almighty towards 
his Creatures; and his great Unwillingneſs to 
bring Ruine and Deſtruction upon them. He 
promiſeth, that if we will caſt away our evil 
Doings, and take up new Purpoles and Defires ; 
if we will change our Minds, and our Works 
alſo ; Iniquity ſhall not be our Ruine. He ſheweth; 
that his Deſire is not that we ſhould die in them; 
but turn from them and live: ſo that he expo- 
ſtulates with us, and treats us with the moſt 
cogent Arguments of an endearing and conde- 
ſcending Love. And now certainly, the Con- 
ſideration of this is everlaſtingly pregnant of 
Encouragements to Repentance: For if our 
Heavenly Father, who hath been ſo infinitely 
e Ly oftended, 
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Conclu- 
4 
nion. 


offended, and ſo highly provoked by us, be fe 
ready, ſo forward to receive us; and there be 


ment on his part; is it poſſible, after all this 


of Earth, and a Winding-ſheet? Can we { 


Pleaſures of Sin for a ſnort momentary Seaſon, 


no Hindrance, no Difficulty, no Diſcourage. 


that we can be ſuch Enemies to our ſelves, a; 
not to return to a Capacity of being eternal); 
Happy? ls it poffible we ſhould be fo beſotted, 
as to exchange the Pleaſures of an Immortal 
Heaven, for thoſe of an Intemperate Draught! 
to ſell the Joys of Angels, for the Embraces of 
an Harlot ; or pawn our Part in Paradice, fo; 
a little Money; of which, e're long, we hal 
have no other uſe, but only to purchaſe Six Foot 


far lay aſide our Reaſon, ( which ought to be 
the Moderator of our Actions ) as to enjoy the 


and thereby extinguiſh all our Hopes of being 


pleas'd for ever ? Come, let us not trifle in a 
Matter of ſuch vaſt Importance : Let us have 
Pity upon our ſelves, and our Immortal Souls; 
and take due Care to prevent that which is to be 
dreaded above all things, the being miſerable 
for ever. Let us Repent now, this very Day, 
(Heb. 8. 7.) for this is our Day of Salvation: 
(2 Cor. 6. 2.) and if we flip it, and let this 
Day paſs, *tis probable we ſhall never have ano- WW 
ther. (a) Let us make up our Accounts as fre- ber 
quently as we can, that our Repentance may in bar 
ſome meaſure keep pace with the Errors and “ 
Failings of our Lives; and that we may not be | bye 
oppreſſed and confounded with the Inſupport- Wh * 
able Weight of the Sins of a whole Life, falling W £** 
mY FE rn ror p. 
5 ar 
2 m 
0 


| (a) Cognoſco quod Indulgentiam Deus promiſit tibi, 
craſtinum autem Diem quis promiſit. Aug. Verb. Vom. 


e 


* 
— 
3 
FR: 


The Pxraves. 


2 —̃ — e 


B upon us at once; and that perhaps at the very 
worſt Time, when we are very Sick and Weak, 
and have neither Underſtanding nor Leiſure to 


recolle& our ſelves, and to call our Sins di- 


ſtinctly to remembrance ; much leſs, to exer- 
| ciſe any fit and proper Acts of Repentance for 
them. The Good LORD therefore grant, that 
E theſe Conſiderations may move us to begin our 
E Repentance this Day; and to ſpend this Holy 
E Seaſon in Mortification, and Amending our 
E Lives: ſo that we becoming True Penitents, 
may at laſt be made Partakers of Everlaſting 
© Glory. En 


The Praves. 


ETERNAL Judge of Men and Angels ! 
Father of Mercy, and the great Lover of 


Souls! Look down, I beſeech thee, upon me, Vile 


and Sinful Duſt and Aſhes, who am ſo confounded 
with the Senſe of my Sin, and of thy Juſt Dif- 
pleaſure againſt me, that Itremble to come into thy 
Preſence, and yet I dare not ſtay from thee, I 
acknowledge my ſelf Unworthy, infinitely Unworthy ! 
'o take thy Sacred Name into my Sinful Mouth, 
having ſinned moſt grievouſly againſt thee. J 
have renounced the GOD of my Being, and the 


Fountain of my Aſercies I have Moc d and A- 


buf d the Patience and Long-ſufferins of ſo Good 
a GOD; ſo Gracious a Father; ſo Infinite a 
Power; fo Glorious 4 Majeſty ;, jo Bountiful a 
Patron, and ſo Mighty a Redeemer ;, that my Sins 
are grown Shameful, and Aggravated even to A- 
mage ment! And now what ſhall I ſay to thee? 


I am 
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0 thoy Judge of all the World! I am Guilty! 
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Jam Guilty! and have nothing to plead for m 
ſelf but the Blood of FESUS ; that All-ſufficien 
Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World, 6 


LORD! I do earneſtly repent, and am hearti) 


ſorry for theſe my Miſdoings: the Remembrany 
of them is grievous unto me; the Burthen « 
them is intolerable : Have Mercy upon me, bay 
Mercy upon me, moſi Merciful Father! and fu 
FESUS CHRIST his fake, forgive me all tha 
z paſt; and grant, that the Senſe of theſe ny 
Miſcarriages, may render me more Careful ani 
Vigilant for the Future. Thou haſt promiſed, 0 
LORD ! to receive Returning Sinners; to blot oi 
their Iniquities; and to heal their Backſliding: 
J deſire, O Merciful GOD! to return to Thee ; 
1 hate and renounce my ſelf, and do here abb 
my ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes before Thee. Where. 
fore, for thy Compaſſion's ſake, refuſe not thy Retyrr. 
ing Son: I have prodigally waſted my Talents, 
and ſpent my Time in Sin and Vanity; bit | 


have not loſt my Title and Relation to Thee my 
Father. O my 60 D] give me the Sorrow of a 


Humble Penitent; the Purpoſes of a Converted in 
ner; the Love of a Pardon'd Perſon ;, the Zeal of 


an Oblig'd and Redeewd Priſoner ; the Hope of | 


him that feels thy preſent Goodneſs, and longs for 


more: That I, being reſcued from the Paſſeſſiun 


of the Devil, and the Tor ments of Periſhins Soul: 
may be Admitted into thy Kingdom of Glory, there 
F Son, and HOU 
GHOST, for ever and ever. Amen: 


The 


Sins of all 
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1 annoy. ind Feen GOD! who tate 


any thou haſt made, and doſt forgive the 


nerfect Remiſhon and Forgiveneſs, thro 1 Us 


4 CHRIST our on Amen 


| em that are Penitent: Create, and make 
in me, a New and Contrite Heart, that I wotthily 
3 lamenting my Sins, and acknowledging my Wretch- 
edneſs, may obtain of Thee, the GOD of all Mercy 
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Morning. . (1. Le 
_ prop e e | Vert, 

” The Solemn F xs x, © + 
1 ö of Lent. L. Left 


44. 49» | | Gen. 22, 
Ts | II. 200. . 


ENT, (Which is the old Saxon Appellative 


of the Spring) is a Time of extraordinary | 


Humiliation ; and accordingly bath been Ob- 


ſerv'd in the Chriſtian Church, with the great- 


eſt Solemnity. It is a Seaſon, wherein we are 
to prepare for the great and joyful Feſtival of 


our Saviour's Reſurrection; and is therefore 
called by St. Clement F vnctizy Te macye, the | 
The Anti- Paſchal Faſt. The Obſervation of this Time of 


quiry of the L ENT, is ſo Ancient, that there is no Beginning 
Loent, or 


Spring- 


to be found of it; which hath caus d many 
Faſt. Perſons to believe it was of Apoſtolical Inſtitu- 
tion, and that perhaps not without Reaſon. For 


no Church can be found, wherein a Solemn Fall | 
before Eaſter was not Obſerv'd ; which is a con- 
ſiderable Argument to prove it deriv'd it ſelf | 


from. ſuch a Beginning as I have mentioned : 
For otherwiſe it cannot be conceived how 1! 
ſhould prevail univerſally in all Countries, 
where the Name of CHRIST was Preached. 
hy lini- As for the Limitation of this Solemn Seaſon ©! 


ted ro Humiliation to the Number of Forty Days; 


Forty therein, I ſuppoſe, the Church had a reſped to 
Days. CHRIS T's Faſting Forty Days, in the Dedica- 
tion of the New Covenant; as Moſes and Elia 

had done in the giving and reſtoring 1 * 


g. 
3 = 


U pon the Solemn Fasr of Lent, 147 


Moreover, this is a Number likewiſe remark- 


„able in Scripture, upon many other Accounts : 
por the Rain which made the Flood, continued 
0 faty Days; and ſo many Days the Spies ſpent 


in ſearching out the good Land; and Ezekiel, in 
the Type he was order'd to draw of the Sjege 
of Jerulalem, lay on his right ſide, to bear the 
E Iniquity of the Houſe of Judah Forty Days : after 
E which Number of Days alſo, Jonah threatned 
E Nineveh ſhould be deſtroyed ; aud ſo many our 
: Saviour ſtaid with his Diſciples after his Reſur- 


E reftion, before he Aſcended into Heaven. This Je Men. 

E Cuadrageſimal Faſt was kept by the Primitive Ben 

E Chriſtians with great Piety and Religion: They h. 

E abſtain'd from all ſorts of Fleſh and Wine; 

E ſome liv'd the whole Seaſon upon Bread and 

Roots, being particularly careful not to indulge. 

themſelves the beſt Fare, of any ſort what- 

ever ; but contenting themſelves with tne mean- 

eſt, which they us'd alſo with Moderation. And 

to the end that the Obſervation of it might be 

moſt Grave and Solemn, (ſays a Judtcious Wri- 

ter) there were Laws enacted, That during the 

Time of Lent all Proceſs and Inquiry into Cri- 

minal Actions ſhould be ſuſpended, and no Cor- 

poral Puniſhments inflicted upon any; it being 

unfit, that in the Holy Time of LENT, the 

Body ſhould ſuffer Puniſhment, while the Soul 

is expecting Abſolution. But with what Care 

ſoerer they kept the preceding Parts, tis cer- 

tain they kept the Cloſe of it with a mighty 

*triftnels and Auſterity : I mean the laſt Week 

of it; that which immediately preceded the 

fealt of Eaſter : This they cenſecrated to more 

peculiar Acts of Prayer, Abſtinence, and De- 

votion. It was ſtiled the Paſſiou- Nee, the 

Week of Faſting , Dry Diet, and Penances - 
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a 148 Upon the Solemn Fasr of Lent, 


{ ta which, the Devouter fort did eat nothin 

but Bread and Salt, and drank nothing but Wa. 

ter) In this Week, Tribunals, and Courts of Ju. 
dicature were ſhut up; no Pleadings, no Suits of 

Law, no Publick Buſineſs, no Execution alloy. 

ed; nothing but Preparation for the Approach. 
Hebdo- ing Solemnity of Eaſter. This was the Heb. 
mada mada magna, the Great (or Holy) Week: f 
— 51 called (ſays Chu i ſtom) not becauſe the Days 
called. were longer than ordinary, but the Bleſſing 
were more ſublime and incomprehenſible ! he. 
cauſe of the great and ſtupendious Benefit 

which GOD (this Week) conferr'd upon the 
World, by the Death and Reſurrection of the 

Ever- bleſſed JESUS. This is the eek, in which 

truly great and ineffable good Things were pur. 

chas'd for us: Death was conquer'd ; The 

Curſe deſtroy'd; The Devil's Tyranny dil 
ſolv'd; His Inſtruments broken; Heaven o- 

pen'd; Angels rejoic'd; The Partition-Wal 
broken down; And GOD and Man reconciled. 

Juſtly therefore may we call jt the Grear Week; 

and juſtly ought we to ſpend this Seaſon in 
Prayers, Faſtings, and Mortifcations. And 

now fince the Church keeps her Cu] rageſima 
Solemnities, in Imitation of our Saviour's Fal- 

ing Forty Days, it will not be unſeaſonable to 
cConſider the Circumſtances thereof. 
The Faſt- 


tion of 


CHRIST. (about Four Miles from the Place of his Bap 


tiſm) 1 be Tempred of the Devil. There he re- 
main'd Forty Days and Forty Nights, in a contt- 


nued Faſt; being in the midſt of Wild Beaſts, 


attended with all the Miſeries of Solitude and 


Watchings; and perpetually aſſaulted with the | 
| inward 


13 


AS ſoon as the Holy JESUS was Baptized, 
ing and he was by the Incitation or Impulſion of the 
TJTempta- Holy Spirit, driven into the Defart of Jude, 
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I Upon the Solemn Fasr of Lent. 


iaward Temptations and Suggeſtions of the 
Fpirits of Darkneſs, At the Expiration of 
which Time, the Holy JESUS being Hungry, 
gan aſſum'd a Bodily and Viſible Shape, and 
E Vizororly ſet upon him with a Three-fold _ 
Temptation. Firſt, he perſwaded him to break — 55 
his Faſt, upon the Expence of a Miracle, by Tempts 
maine the Stones become Bread; (Matth. 4. 3.) tion. 
F which would at once, both reireſh his Huma- 

E nity, and prove his Divinity. But the Holy 

© 15SUS refuſed to be relieved, and denied to 
maniteſt the Divinity of his Perſon, rather than 

he would do an A which had in it the Intima- 

ton of a diffident Spirit, or might be expoun— 

E ded a Diſreputation ta GOD's Providence: And 
therefore he immediately anſwer'd him, and 

E ſaid, It is written, Man ſhall not live by Bread 

alone, but by every Word that proceeds out of the 

E ith of GOD : (Ver. 4) Intimating, that 

E Bread was not the only Support of Man's Life 

but the Providence of GOD, which continually 
attended the Obſervers of his Word. But the 
Tempter perceiving JESUS ito be a Perſon of 
greater Eminency and Perfection, than to be 
moy'd by ſenſual and low Deſires, enter d up- 
on another Experiment: He firſt took him up, Eis Se- 
| and ſet him upoa the higheſt part of the Mag- cond. 
niſicent Temple of Jeruſalem; and then requir'd 


149 


Ce — —ů — 


E i Demonſtration of his being the Son of GOD: 


fſaying, IF thou be the Son of GOD, caſt thy ſelf 
| down ; For it is written, He ſhall give his Angels 
charge concerning thee 5, and in their Hands they 
al bear thee up, leſt at any time tho: aaſn thy Foct 
| a0ainſt a Stone. (Ver. 6.) But JESUS underſtood 
| it well; and tho? he was ſecure of G O D's 
Protection, yet he would not tempt GOD to 
in unneceſlary Conſervation : And therefore 
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Upon the Solemn Fasr of Lent, 


His 
Third. 


He 1: 


faid unto him, I. is written again, Thou ſhalt ny 
tempt the LORD thy GOD. (Ver. 7.) The De. 
vil thus finding himſelf twice defeated, at laſt 
unites all his Power of Stratagem, and accord. 
ingly carried the Holy JESUS to the Top of 
an Exceeding bigh Monntain, and by an Angeli 
cal Power, draws into one Centre the Species 
and Idea's of all the Kingdoms and dazlins 
Glories of the World; and makes an Admi- 
rable Map of Beauties, and preſents it to the 
Eyes of JESUS : And then he told him, That 
thoſe Things ( with all their Pomp and Splen- 


dour ) were at his own Diſpoſal ; and ſhould 


be given to him, if he would fall down and wor 


ſhip him. (Ver. 9.) But the Care of GOD' 
Glory had ſo fill'd and imploy'd the Faculties of 


JESUS, that he takes no notice of the Offer; 


but on the contrary, was highly provok'd at | 


his unparallel'd Boldneſs and Blaſphemy; and 
therefore peremptorily commanded him to de- 
part from him, ſaying, Get thee hence, Satan: 


for it is written, Thou ſhalt Worſhip the LORD ti 


GOD, and him. only ſhalt thou ſerve. (Ver. 10.) 
Whereupon the Devil left him, and the A 


 Pvercome. cante and miniſtred unto him: (Ver. 11.) Refreſh- 
ing him after this Triumphant Combat, where— 


in he has liluſtriouſly bruis'd the Serpent's Head, 
and conſign'd to his Church the Doctrine and 
Diſcipline of Faſting, in order to the reliiting 
and conquering all the Temptations of the 


Devil. 


Con- 
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1 CoNnSIDERATIONS, Oc. © + 1. 
not | 
Je. 
in WW it 2 ConsiDERATIONS C Cobbel. 
ra. WW > cor 6.f F OR f e 4. 
e ere . C The Holy Time you, 
el. 1 3 of LEN T. (01 
cles 
ing 5 Wh 
mi A MONG thoſe Humiliations, wherewith 
the . Penitent Sinners ought to proſtrate them- 
hat ſelves before GON, to ſue for Mercy; every 
en- Perſon muſt Obſerve, that Faſting hath been 
uld frequently mentioned, as holding a principal 
907 place. And therefore, I think it very ſeaſon- 
D's able, to conſider a little of it at preſent ; the 
of Church having ſet apart this Solemn Seaſon for 
er; that Purpoſe. Faſt ing, (ſays (4) St. Athanaſius) Faſting, 
at-1 is the Lie of Aagels: not only becauſe during the Nature 
ng W te Time we can live without Meat and Drink, ereof. 
Je. we Imitate their Happy Life; and are (as he 
TE ſneaks) of their Order, and placd in their 
ty Rank; but becauſe it clarifies the Mind, and 
» gives it both Ability and Leiſure, to withdraw 
rel; it ſelf from all Terreſtial Objects, and raiſe its 
hh- Thoughts to the Glories of an Immortal Crown. 
re- F:ſlins, is one of the beſt Shields to quench the 
id, | Fiery Darts of the Devil; and the Foundation of 
cd may other Vertues : For if we obſerve all our 
nz? | Vanities, we ſhall find, that upon a ſudden Joy, 
he Or a proſperous Accident, or an opulent For- 
tune, or a pampered Body, we are apt to be 
Light and Inconſiderate; Proud and Impati- 
ent; Luſtful and Revengeful: Whereas, Faſting The 0bli- 
's one of thoſe Afflictions which reduces our e 
N IR "a Body fag to 
_ | x Faſt, 
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Body to Want; our Spirits to Soberneſs ; our 
Deſires to Abſtinence, and Cuſtoms of Self. 
denial: and ſo by taking off the Inundations of 
Senſuality, leaves the Enemies within, ina Con- 
dition of being more eaſily overcome. And 
therefore, St. Paul kept his Body under; uſing 
Severities to it, for the taming its Rebellions 
and Diſtemperatures. There is a Story of x 
Religious Virgin, who, ſeeing a Young Man 
** much tranſported with the Love of her; 
ce and that he inceſſantly importun'd her with all 
* the Violent Parſuits that Paſſion could ſuggeſt; 
told him, that ſhe had made a Vow to Faſt 
* Forty Days with Bread and Water, of which 
*© ſhe muſt diſcharge her ſelf, before ſhe could 
„think of Correſponding to any other Deſire; 
and perſwaded him, as a Teſtimony of his 
Affection, that he alſo would be a Party in 
© the ſame Vow. The Young Man undertook 
* it, that he might give Probation of his Lore: 
© but becauſe he had been us'd to a delicate 
* and nice kind of Life, in Twenty Days he 
was ſo weakned, that he thought more of 
© Death than Love; and ſo got a Cure for his 
© Intemperance, and was wittily cozen'd into 
a Remedy.” It is indeed a very hard thing 
for a Man at once to bid Adieu to all his Darling 


pay 4 


Luſts, and their Appendant Pleaſures. This, 


as our Saviour deſcribes it, is like the cutting 


The Ends 


and Vſes 


of Religi- 


9% Faſt» 


ip. 


off a Right Hand; and the pulling out of a Ridit 
Eye; and therefore, muſt doubtleſs be attended 
with vehement Struglings and Reluctancics: 
But when dy Faſting and Abſtinence, we have 
broken the main Strength of our Luſts; and by 
conſtant and ſevere Reſtraint, for a while kept 
under all our Evil Habits ; they will by degrees 
decay and languilh, and at laſt expire: and 1 
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the Trouble of Contending will be over; and 


il our Conſequent Religion, will be Delight- 
E om, Natural, and Eaſie; and we ſhall reap far 
more Pleaſure and Satisfaction from it, than 
erer we did from the moſt Couragious Courſe 
© of Sinniag. And now, conſidering this, how 
can we think much of ſpending this Solemn Sea- 
bon in Faſtivo, and the Retirements of Religion? 
E The Experience whereof will create a conſtant 
Harmony within us; will crown us with the 
E Applauſe of our own Conſciences ; will endear 
us to the Fountain of all Love and Goodnels ; 
and entertain ns with the Hopes of being as 
Happy, in a ſhort Time, as all the Joys of a 
E Glorions Immortality can make us. Who would 
not deny himſelf the Pleaſure of a Moment, in 
fall Aſſurance of being pleaſed for ever; and of 

being Millions of Ages hence, rejoicing among 
| Angels, and the bleſſed Spirits of Fuft Men made 
perfect? So that we may eaſily perceive, that 
in Faſting and Abltinence, (which is ſo very 
belpful and ſubſervient to the Ends of Reli- 
gion) there is no ſuch extraordinary Trouble. 


| for, GOD Almighty affects not to burthen us 


| . 5 : . Y q 
| quires of us, is what our Intereſt requires: His 


with unneceſſary Impoſitions; all that he re- 


| Deſigns, in all his Diſpenſations towards us, are 


| only to Educate and Traia up our Nature for 


| Heaven; to Diſcipline and Exerciſe it in the 


Beatificæ Acts of the Heavenly Life; that ſo, 
hen 'tis Ad vancd from the School of Proba- 
tlon, to the Univerſity of Happineſs, it may be 
ire inſtructed in the Language, and Naturaliz'd 
to the Exerciſe of it, 1 

BUT it is farther to be Conſider'd, that f- 
and Abſtinence are Excellent Remedies a 
punk the Temptations of Satan. The Devil 


fr ſt 


Faſting, 
an excel- 
lent Reme- 
dy againſt 
Jempta- 
tion. 
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the Perſon he is to Tempt; and where he find; 


Tempta- 
tions to 
Sin, how 


firſt conſiders the Conſtitution and Temper d 


his Natural Inclination apt for a Vice, he pre. 
ſeats him with Objects, and Opportunities, and 


Arguments fitting to his frail Diſpoſition; til 


his deluded Soul yields up its Reſolutions, and 


loſes its Purity, and runs into the Embraces of 
Now in this Caſe, we must 
diligently obſerve our own Weakneſſes, and by | 
Faſting, and ſpecial Acts of Mortification, forti- | 
fie that Part where we are apt to be expoſed to | 
Danger: We may be ſure that ſubtil Tempter, 
who hath been ſo many Thouſand Years ſtudy- 
ing the Arts of ſeducing us, will not fail to aſ. 
ſault us where he is ſure of Succeſs: And there- 1 
fore it behoves us to fortifie our ſelves there, 
where we have ſo much Reaſon to expect the 
Enemy will aſſault us; and to rectifie our Opi- 
nions of, and mortifie our Affections to thoſe ] 
Things, which have already ſo much Imposd 
upon our Vertue and Innocence. Beſides which, 
let us heartily call upon our Heavenly Father, 
who has promiſed to come in with his ge | 

e Can 


an Accurſed Evil. 


whenſoever we ſhall need and ask it. 


Conquered, baffle the Crafts of the Devil, by his [nfivite 


Wiſdom ; and invalidate his Afſaults, by bis 


Omnipotent Power: and keep us ſafe from 
both. So that there is no Temptation which 
we may not repulſe, when our Endeavours are 
thus ſeconded with Almighty Aids from Above. 


Tho' we be encompaſs'd with many and potent 


Enemies, who make it their Buſineſs to temp, 


and to deter us from our Duty; yet our Caſe s 


not ſo difficult, fo long as we have a greete! 


Strength on our ſide. Tho' there are Legion, 
of Devils, who are continually deſigning #4 


working our Ruine; there are alſo Myriads e 
Bleſted 
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| leſſed Angels, who are more Chearful and Of- 
| £-i085 to do us Good. So that they who apply 


memſelves to the Buſineſs of Religion, and 
vield themſelves tractable to good Motions 3 
will find the Holy Spirit of GOD more ready 


| 1nd active to encourage, than the Devil can be 


to pull them back: And therefore, we may be 


| 1+{2ibly aſſured, that there is no Temptation 
Da be too ſtrong for us; if we do not, by our 


en Carcleſneſs and Infidelity, diſengage the 
Almighty Spirit from Aſſiſting us. 


Matter, jet bat Vertne and Vice, a Religious 
and a Wicked Courſe of Life be compar'd ; and 
et any Conſidering Perſon judge of the Inequa- 


| itz, When a Man hath once engag'd himſelf 


1a 3 Religious Courſe, and is habituated to Piety 
aud Holineſs; he will immediately diſcover, 
that true Peace and Satisfaction, that Solid and 


Sbſtautial Joys, are only to be found in the 
Ways of Religion and Vertue. For what 


greater Contentment and Satisfaction can there 
be to tne Mind of Man, when it is once purify d 


end refin'd from the Dregs of Senſual Pleaſures 


and Delights, and rais'd to its true Height and 


Pitch; than to Contemplate and Admire the 


lufnite Excellencies, and tranſcendent Perfe- 


tions of its Great Creator? How can the 


thoughts of GOD be unentertaining to that 
an, who has made it his Buſineſs to Live So- 
bly, Righteonſly, and Gedly in the World? The 
Conlideration of the Divine Attributes is ſo 
tir from being a Trouble to ſuch a Perſon, that 
it is his Recreation and Delight: Becauſe he is 
irced from the Anxieties of Guilt, and the 
Fears of a future judgment. And what an la- 
rhauſtible Spring of Peace and Joy muſt i 

needs 
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AND now, upon Conſideration of the whole The Plea- 
ſures of 
Vertue. 
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CONSIDERATIONS. 


& Kingdom of God within us; A Dominion In- 


(c 


needs be, to apprehend ( upon good Grounds) 
that GOD 1s reconciled to us, and become our 
Friend; that all our Sins are cancelb'd, and ſhall 


never more be remembred againſt us? What 
Inexpreſſible Comfort does overflow the Pious 
and Devout Soul, from the Remembrance of a ! 
Holy and Well-ſpent Life, and a Conſcience of 
its own Innocency and Integrity. A gud Wb 
Man (faith Solomon) is ſatiified from himſelf: | 

* He hath the Pleaſure of being Wiſe, and 


* ating Reaſonably ; The Pleaſure of being 


* Juſtified to himſelf in what he doth, and of | 
** being Acquitted by the Sentence of his own 


* Mind. There is a preat Pleaſure in being 
Innocent, becauſe that prevents Guilt and 


5 Trouble: It is Pleaſant to be Vertuous and 


* and it is Pleaſant to grow Better, becauſe that 


is to excel our Selves : Nay, it is Pleaſant 
e even to Mortifie and Subdue our Luſts, be- 
* cauſe that is Victory. It is Pleaſant to Com- 
* mand our Appetites and Paſſions, and to keep 
© them in due Order, within the Bounds of 


pr Reaſon and Religion, becauſe this is a kind 
CC 


„ 


© narch who Commands himſelf, This is the 


ce finitely to be preferr'd before all the K- 


doms of this World, and the Glory of them.” 


He then that lives a Holy and Vertuous Lite, 


is the truly Happy Man ; for his Religion fur- 


niſhes him with all the true Cauſes of Peace and 


Tranquility of Mind. He does his Duty with 

great Pleaſure and Satisfaction, but he reflects 

upon it with greater: His preſent Joys 11 
| ver 


Good, becauſe that is to excel many Others; 


of Empire, this is to Govern. It is naturally 
* Pleaſant to Rule, and have Power over others; 
© but he is the Great and the Abſolute Mo- 
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ver / ſavoury and refreſhing, but his After- 


| Comforts are much more ſo. But of all the 


Reviews of his Life, none yields him ſo much 
Comfort and SatisfaQion, as that laſt general 
Review which he takes of it, when he comes 
to die. © For, what an Unſpeakble Satis- 
« faction will it be to a Dying Man ( ſays an 
« Ingenious Writer) when, if he looks back- 


| & ward, he ſees a Life well-ſpent ; if forward, 
« he has before him a bright Proſpect of Light 


«© and Glory? When he can ſay with the great 
& Apoſtle, 1 have fought a good Fight; I have 
« finiſhed my Courſe; I have kept the Faith: 
% Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of 


| * Riphreonſaeſs, which the LORD, the Righteous 


Judge, ſnall give me at that Day. I fay, it 
* muſt needs be an Unſpeakable, an Uncon- 
« ceivable Satisfaction, for a Man in his laſt 


“Hour, when he is taking leave of his Body, 


* and ſhaking Hands with the whole World ; 
* when all are ſad about him, and concerned 
* for him; to conſider there is a better State, 
* and that he has a Title to it; that when his 


* Entily Tabernacle ſhall be difſolu'd, he has a 


* Hing with GOD, an Houſe not made with 
* Hand:, Eternal in the Heavens, That when 


he ſall ceaſe to live with Men, he ſhall dwell 


with GOD, and converſe with Angels: In 
* a word, that he is to leave nothing but Va- 
* nities and Shadows behind him; and that he 
has the ſolid and real Happineſs of a whole 
* Eternity before him. What a Mild and Un- 
" terrifying Thing is Death 20 ſach a Man as 
this! And with what Serenity and Chear- 
„ fuluc does he entertain its Summons ! He 
can ſmile in his Phyſician's Face, when he 


* hears him pronounce his Sickneſs deſperate ; 


: can 


—— — — > — — 


— — — —— - - — 7 
5 — — . ů — — —ͤ— ” n 7 — a —— — — — 
— — = EMPRESS = ͤ— a _— — —- — — — 
. , - . ————˖ _ - 5 — 2 
. —— — — 
— — — — B 


— — — 1 l 


— 
ft 


— 
2 
PP 3 > — — 8 


— 


158 


_ ConsiptratIONS 


3 8 Lan oe & 


The Miſe- 
Lies of 
Vice. 
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can receive the Sentence of Death without 
Trembling ; and if his Senſes hold out ſ 
long, can hear even his Paſſing-Bell without 
Diſturbance. For now he feels the Approaches 
of that Salvation with Joy, which before he 
had wrought out with Fear and Tremblirs : and 
and can lay down his Body with an Bol; 
Hope, having poſſeſs'd it in Sanctiſication an, 
Honour, And what a Happy State of Mind 


* is this! How far exceeding all the Common 


cc 
ce 
ce 
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exchanged ? 


O 


ce and let my Latter End be like his, 


AS for the Ungodly, it is not ſo with them: For | 
there 1s nothing in Mathematics more demon- 
ſtrable than the Miſery of a Wicked Man; Eis 
Guilt lies in wait for him, and creates perpetual 1 
Diſcontent to his own Mind. O the Torments 


of a guilty Conſcience! which the Sinner feels 


more or leſs all his Life long; but eſpecially at 
the Hour of his Death. How does the Guilt of E 


his Wicked Life then ſtare him in the Face? 
What Storms and Tempeſts are rais'd in bis 


Zoul, when Eternity preſents it ſelf to his Ima- 
gination! and he finds himſelf ſinking into the 
Regions of Darkneſs, and is every Moment in 


a Fearful Expectation of meeting with the juil 
Reward of his Deeds? Who can expreſs the 


Exquiſite Confuſion he then feels? For a Man 


to think he is juſt going to give an Son 
| L016 


Objects of Defire and Envy, and all thoſe Plez- | 
ſures of Sin, for whoſe lake 'tis yet frequent- | 
ly put to the Hazard, and too often fooliſ)!; | 

To live with Peace of Conſci- | 
ence, is a ſingular Happineſs ; but much more 
to die with it: Then (if ever) 'tis a P:ac: Wl 
that paſſes all Underſtanding, So great Rez- | 
ſon had Balaam for that Paſſionate Wiſh of 1 
his: Let me die the Death of the Riohteows, and | 
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before GOD, of an Inſignificant Wicked Life; 
| To think that he has eglected ſo great Salvation, 
and that he muſt now ſpend a long Eternity in 
| 11nconceivable Miſery : With what Regret will 
be then remember the Sins of his Life? And 
ho full of Rage and Indignation will he be 
| ;-ainſt himſelf, for having negle&ed to know 
(en he had fo many Opportunities of know- 
14 ing them) the things that belong to his Peace; 
and which, becauſe he hath neglected them, are 
| now, and likely to be for ever hid from his 
| Eyes. TE 
| 'TO Conclude : Since to Die Well, is the Conclu- 
hut At, and final Conſummation of our Chri— lion. 
e tian Warfare; it muſt needs higbly concern 
W is, ſo to live while we ſojourn in this World, 
WT that we may come off Victorioully at that great 
„and important Hour. Let us then be diligently 
1 W Careful to lay in a large Stock of Spiritual Pre- 
W parations, that whenſoever it happens we may 
not be ſurpriz'd. Let us not be led away with 
Noiſe and Popularity; nor be frighted from 
our Duty by the empty Anathema's of Pro- 1 
phane Perſons : But let us ſpend this Holy Time | 
ö 
ö 


my 


of Lex, in Acquiring a Strong and Active 
Faith; a Mind well furniſh'd with Divine Con- 
ſiderations; a Sincere and Hearty Repentance ; 
an Unreitrained Charity; a Confirmed Pati- | 
ace; a Profound Submiſſion to the Will of s 
500; and a well-grounded Hope of a Bleſſed q 
- JF Effroity : That coming with theſe Accompliſh- | 
2 WM 7s unto Eaſter-Day, we may partake of the a 
bounty of the LORD, . a 
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The PRAVER. 


The Praves. 


Fol and Eternal FESUS ! who for oy 
ſakes didſt Faſt Forty Days and Forty Night. 


and by whoſe Holy Example, this Seaſon has been ſe: | 
apart for a Solemn Time of Faſting, Prayer, an 


Repentance : In Mercy look down upon me, thy Ser. 


vant ; and make me ſo deeply ſenſible of thy Lot 
to Penitent Sinners, that this, nor no other Opp. 
tunity of Repentance may be loſt upon me. Thon, 
O GOD ! knoweſt the Infirmities of my Nature; | 
with what Difficulties my Corrupt Inclinations ir: 
Overcome; and how apt I am to Cheriſh and Induge WW 
my ſelf in all manner of Impieties : Do thou, therc- | 

fore, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, give me ſuch 4 | 

Senſe of my Frailties and Corruptions, and ſuch Af. 

ſiſtances of thy Divine Grace, as may enable me to 
re ſiſt all the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, | 
and the Devil, O give me a Reſolution fo ftron ; | 
a Repentance ſo holy; a Sorrow ſo deep; a Hope ſo 
pure; a Charity ſo ſublime : that no Temptation o 
Accident, may be able in any Circumſtance to tempt |} 
zne from my Duty to thee, Let me never, O LORD: ? 
lie down in Sin, nor riſe in Shame; but let me le 


Partaker both of the Death and Reſurreftion of tht 


Bleſſed FESUS., And grant, that from this very 


Moment, I may be Indefatig able in thy Service; and 


that I may never more liſten to the Whiſpers of © 
Tempting Spirit: but let thine Tnexhauſtible Spring 


ef Goodneſs and Compaſſion bring me, and all Sin- 


ners, to Repentance; and thy Mercies give us P 


don; and thy Holy Spirit give us Perſeverance ; and 
thine Infinite Favour bring us to Everlaſting Glory 


throꝰ the Merits and Interceſſion of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour and Redeemer FESVS. Amen- " 
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; 

1 

l: 

| It 

0 LORD ! who for our ſakes, didſt Faſt Forty | 
„ Days, and Forty Nights; Give me Grace to — 
2 iſe ſuch Abſtinence, that my Fleſh being ſubdued ts | 
me Spirit, I may ever obey thy Godly Motions in ll: 
„ Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, to thy Honour and 8 


„ Glory, who liveſt and reigneſt with the Father, and 
W the Holy Ghoſt, one GO D, World without End. 


Amen. 


L UPON 


Morning, 


| Mornin:, I. Leſſ. 


| Pſal. prop. U P 5 N Exod 9. 


45.48.45. 


JESUS 


rides to 


Jer uſa- 


lem, 


44 4 3 - 46. II. Mat. 26. 


„ { Palii-Sunday. re 
Evening. Exod, 10, 
II. Zeb. z 


to V. 11, 


this Day, (which begins the Great, the 
Holy, and the Painful Week) our Bleſſed 
Saviour, being determined to fulfil all that wa 
{ſpoken of him in the Law, and the Prophets; 
took his laſt Fatal Journey to Jeruſalem. And in 
order thereunto, he came to a Place call'd Ber- 
phage, upon Mount Oliver ;, (which is near a 


Mile from Jeruſalem ) from whence he ſent two 


of his Apoſtles, ( who were in all Probability 
Peter and John) to a Village not far diſtant from 
that Place, and faid unto them: Go into the Vil. 
lage over-againſt you, and ſtraightway ye ſhall find 
an Aſs tied, and a Colt with her: looſe them, and 


bring them unto me, Andif any Man ſay ought 


unto you; ye ſhall ſay, the LORD hath need of them, 
and ſtraightway he will ſend them. (Matth. 21. 2, 3.) 


The Apoſtles obeyed this Order; and finding 


His Eu. 


every thing as their Great Maſter had foretold, | 
they brought the Aſs and the Colt to him: and | 
JESUS being mounted, and attended with the 
Feſtivities of the People, be ſet forward in his 
Journey, and arriv'd at Jeruſalem; Accomplilh- 


trance into ing thereby that Prophecy of Zachary, Fear nut, 
at City. Daughter of Sion, behold thy King cometh, full of 


Meekneſs, fitting upon an Ass Colt, In the 
mean time, the People who were come to 
Jeruſalem, at the Feaſt of the Paſſover, having | 

received 


23 
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received Information of the Reſurrection of 
I Lazarus, from thoſe that were Eye-witneſſes of 
the Miracle, and having notice of the Approach | 
of JESUS, they came running in mighty Throngs ! 
to meet him, with Branches of PaIu-Trees in ö 
E their Hands, (Emphatical Emblems of his Meek- 1 
E neſs and his Triumphs) crying out, Hoſannah ! f 
(which ſignifies Honour or Adoration) Bleſ- 
© ſed is he that cometh in the Name of the LORD. =. 
Ad avery great Maltitude ſpread their Garments q 
in the Way ;, and others cut down Branches from the t 
| Trees, and ſtremed them in the Way: hereby gi- { 
| ving him thoſe Honours that were usd only in 

| the Triumphs of Kings and Emperors. When 

he was arriv'd at the Deſcent of Mount Olivet, 

| his Diſciples being tranſported with Joy, to ſee 

| their Maſter ſo highly Honoured, immediately 

| broke out into Raptures of Thankſgiving, and 

| loud Doxologies to GOD, for all the mighty Ze #* 


| all the People, as well thoſe who went before, as 
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| in their Triumphant Acclamations ; ſo that the 
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Works which they had ſeen. At which time Wer d in 
with Dox- 


thoſe who follow'd after, join d with the Diſciples“ dete 


Holy JESUS was ſurrounded with the moſt 

magnificent Applauſes: for they continued to 

chant forth, Hoſannahl to the Son of David; 

Bleſſed is he that cometh in the Name of the LORD: 

Hoſannah! in the higheſt. 5 
THESE Applauſes and Acclamations of the hich En- 

People, exceedingly enrag'd the Phariſces; for 74ged the 

they could not, without great Indignation, ſee PÞari- 

ſuch extraordinary Honours ſhew'd to one©©* 

whoſe Death they had refolv'd : And therefore 

they argued thus among, themſelves, Do ye not 

perceive, that we prevail nothing ? Behold, all the 


ould not ſo eaſily conceal 


their Envy and 
. | 


Dif- 


La * F » 


a i IEF — 4,7 
Gn — - — 


+ 
} 
4 
4 
4 


„43 AW a EE OE — — . ß CIR 
- — — — - - - — þ = — r > — - 25 


164 Upon Palm-Sundap, 


— 


Diſpleaſure; but with ſome ſeeming Complai- 
ſance deſir'd JESUS to command the Silence of 
his Diſciples. But he ſoon replied, 7 rel you, 
that if theſe ſhould hold their Peace, the Stones would 
immediately cry out. (Luke 19. 40.) But when 


our Saviour drew near to Jeruſalem, and had a 
full View of that Glorious City and Temple, | 
. JESUS he Wept over it : the Joy of his Triumph could 

Wept over not hinder him from ſhedding Tears, at the | 


| pen uſa- Proſpect of thoſe Miſeries and Infelicities, which 


would ſoon come upon that Unhappy City; as 


a Puniſhment for that Deicide, which ſhe was | 


ready to commit. Wherevpon, he cried out: 
O that thou hadſt known, at leaſt in this thy Day, 
the things which belong unto thy Peace | but now they 
are hid from thine Eyes, For the Days ſhall come 
upon thee, that thine Enemies ſhall caſt a Trench 
about thee, and compaſs thee round, and keep thee in 


on every fide, And ſhall lay thee even with the ö 


Ground, and thy Children within thee : and they 
ſhall not leave thee one Stone upon another; becaiſe 
thou knew'ſt not the Time of thy Viſitation, (Luke 
19. 42. 43. 44.) By which, he ſhew'd himfelt 
more Affected with the Ruine of Jerzſalem, than 
the Acclamations of the People. But having 
entred the City with a vaſt Concourſe of People, 
all the Citizens were mov'd with an Extraordi- 
nary Curioſity, to know Who it was? The Mul- 
titude made Anſwer, That it was JESUS, th 
great Prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 


OUR Saviour, at his Arrival, ( inſtead of 


going up to the Palace of the High-Prieſt, or to 
the Court of the Roman Governor) went imme- 
diately into the Temple of GOD; where ſee- 
ing that Holy Place profan'd and diſhonour'd by 


He clears 
the Tem- 


pic of Trading and Mecchandiſe, he was mov'd with 


Traders. Indignation; and Caſt out all them that ſold and 


| bolt 
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bought in the Temple, and overthrew the Tables of 
the Money-changers, and the Seats of them that ſold 
Doves, And to ſatisfie them of the Reaſonable- 

neſs of this Action, he ſaid unto them I is Wl 
Written, M. Houſe ſhall be calPd the Houſe of 1808 
Prayer, but ye have made it a Den of Thieves, At 14 
the ſame time, came the Blind and the Lame to 
him, and he Miraculouſly manifeſted his Autho- 
rity and Power, by Curing them all. But when 
the Chef Prieſts and Scribes ſaw thoſe ſtupendi- 
ons Things, and perceived the Unanimous Ac- 
clamations of little Children, who Harmoni- 
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oully join d in a ſmall Chorus, to ſing Hoſannah! 1 
tothe Son of David; they were much diſpleas'd: I | 
and could not vent their Paſſion, but by asking 10 
the Holy JESUS, If he regarded what theſe 
Children ſaid? But he filenc'd them, by ſnew- | 


ing, that what was ſo highly diſpleaſing to them, 


did really fulfil the Scriptures. For, have you 16 
never read (ſaith he) theſe Words of the Pſalmiſt, 6a 
Ot of the Mouth of Babes and Sucklings, thou haſt 6 Bf 


perfected Praiſe? After which, our Saviour left 
them, and went out of the City into Bethany, 
and lodged there. = a 


THIS Day is called Paim-SuxvaY : It had its PALM- 

Original from the Branches of Pal us which the SUN 

dere ffrew d under his Feet, at his Kingly and / 

Triumphant Entrance into Jeruſalem. Among calle. 

the Greeks, *tis call'd, KRvear Tor Baια,-: and 

among the Latines, Dominica Palmarum, Florum, 

atque Ramorum, The Tranſactions of this Day 

were ſo Obſervable, (as a Modern Writer re- 

lates) that the Latin Church of the later Apes, 

turn'd this, as well as the other Feſtivals, into 

rageantry ; dreſſing up a Repreſentative Savi- 

our, and carrying Parus before him, as if they 

neicom'd him into Jeruſalem. And in the h 
Ez Greek 
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Greek Church, they make up Branches of Olives, 
and Parus, into diverſe Forms; by which they 
Keep up the Memory of the Feaſt : The Ene- 
ror and the Patriarch, (when that Empire was 


in its Glory) uſing to give at this time great 


Largeſſes to the Common People, which from 


the Day is called Palas. And now in Muſcoy, | 


the Parriarch -rides in State, like our Saviour, 
and is met by the Grand-Duke, and all the peo- 
ple who repreſent the Jews, Entertaining him. 
„ But in (a) St, Chryſoſtom's Time, the Greeks 
5 were better taught; for then the whole Chri- 
3 ſtian Church had their Proceſſions, and went 
out to meet their Saviour; not deck d with 
„ Parms, but adorn'd with Love and Charity, 
and other Chriſtian Vertues: with Faſtings 
and Tears, Prayers and Watchings ; and with 
the moſt profound Veneration for their Bleſ- 
J . 
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Epiſtle. 


1 | Goſpel, 
Phil, 5 CONSIDERATIONS A 
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to 12. ) PALM-SUNDAY, S955 


\ V HEN the Holy and Eternal JESUS 
Rs made his Publick Appearance in the 
Tre, x" World, every Thing in him was Excellent and 
ments oH Extraordinary! The Lineaments of his Face 


the Holy was ſo Beautiful, that he was juſtly ſtiled, The 
FESUS, Faireſt of Ten thouſand : But the Qualifications of 1 
his Soul were ſo Miraculous, that the molt l- 


luſtrious Inſtances of Piety and Sanctity, that 


could be obſerv'd either in Angels or 5. 
we 
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— 


were but a faint Repreſentation of his more 
Stupendious Accompliſhments ! The Charms of 
his Countenance were molt Invincible; The 


Floquence and Reaſon of his Diſcourſes moſt | 


Perſwaſive : But the Holineſs of his Life and 
Converſation, was Unparallel'd and Tranſcen- 


gent! In ſhort, So great was his Perfection; 
bo exact the Conformity of his Will; ſo abſo- 
jute the Subordination of his Inferior Faculties 
to the Infinite Love of GOD, (which ſat Re- 


gent in the Court of his Will and Underſtand- 
ing) that under the moſt dolorous Circumſtan- 


ces, he never conſider'd the Miſery, but the 


Obedience; never refusd the bitter Cup, if it 


was in order to do his Father's Mill; but Duty 


and Piety was the main Spring of all his Acti- 


ons. And therefore, now knowing that his De Cir- 
( on this Day ) took his laſt Fatal Journey to 0 bis laft 
Jeruſalem, in order to the Compleating of our jv Jeru- 
Redemption. And that he might better Com- falem, 
Conſider d. 
he ſent two of his Apoſtles, with an Authorita- 


Time determined by the Father was nigh, He 


ply with the Prophecy that went before of him, 


tire Commiſſion, to fetch him an Aſs to ride on. 


The Holy JESUS had none of his own: He 


who was Rich, made himſelf Poor for our ſakes ;, he 
liv d upon Charity all his Life; had neither an 
Aſs to ride on, nor a Houſe where to lay his 
Head ; no, nor after his Death, a Tomb to lie 
in, but what the Charity of others provided for 
him. In this his Journey to Jeruſalem, there 

plainly appears an Admirable Mixture of Hu- 
mility and Majeſty : The Aſs he rode on be- 
came the Meekneſs and Meanneſs of a Prophet; 


but his Arbitrary Commiſſion for the fetching 


it, and the ready Obedience of its Owners, 
pake the Prerogative of a King: The Pars 
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born before Him; the Garments ſtrew'd in hi; 
Way; and the Joyful Hoſannahs and Acc. 


mations of the People; proclaim at once bon 


the Majeſty of a Prince, and the Triumphs of 
a Saviour. *Tis ſomewhat ſurprizing to Conſ- 
der, That the Holy JESUS, who rode like x 


poor Man upon an Aſs; a Beaſt of Burthen, | 


and of the loweſt Value; ſhould in that Equi- 
page, receive the Acclamations due to a mighty 
Monarch, to the Son of the Eternal King, 
This 1s a clear Demonſtration, that a mean 


Condition is ſometimes an Illuſtrious Evidence | 


of a great Glory; and that GOD Almighty 


makes great Honour break forth from the 
Clouds of Humility: Let us now Conſider, 4 
How Amiable was the Condeſcenſion of our 
Bleſſed Redeemer ! How Honourable his Abaſe- | 
ment! He had more Splendour in the Rags of 
his Humility, than all the Grandeurs of this 
World could give him: He was more a King, 
becauſe he would be like a Slave for our Sakes; 
and conquer'd more Hearts by his Stupendious } 
Love, and Unparallel'd Selt-denial. Certainly, 9 
he gave great Probation that he was the Meſſiar, | 
and the King of Sion; becauſe no other Ring 
entred into thoſe Gates riding upon an Aſs, and 
received the Honour of Hoſ/annah under ſuch 1 


Contradictory Circumſtances. 
zi BUT, when the Holy JESUS was at the 
Weeping Foot of Mount Oliver, in View of Feru/alem, 
over that certainly, his Affections were no leſs than Infi- 
C719, Con- nite towards Mankind! For he no ſooner {ct 
his Eyes upon that miſerable City, but he guſh'd 


Redemption of the World was ſo near; aud 
Pg pA Wept 
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out into a Shower of Holy Tears; ſo that his 
Day of Triumph and Jubilee was but a Day of 
Sorrow. He Triumph'd to conſider that the 
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Wept bitterly, that Men would not be Re- 
geem'd: His Joy was Great, to conſider, that 
he was to undergo ſo many Calamities for our 
Good ; and his Sorrow was very Great, to con- 
| (der, that we would not entertain that Good, 1" 
that he bought and laid before us dy his Paſſion. RI 
W Thus did he moiſten the Laurels upon the Day | 
of his Triumph, with Tears of Divine Love 
and Compaſſion : All the Honour that could be 
giren him; All the Grandeur that could ſur- 
round him; All the Acclamations, and other 
| Teſtimonies of Publick Joy, gave him no En- 
tertainment, while he ſaw the End of his de- 
ſgned Death; and a whole Nation obſtinate to 
be Undone, altho' the King of Angels was wil- 
ling to lay down his Lite to Save them. Thus 
did our Bleſſed Redeemer enter the City of Je- 
1:a/em, half Triumph and half Sorrow; which 
was his laſt Solemn Viſit for theic Recovery: 
Some ſang Hoſannah to him, and Others laid 
their Garments at his Feet; but at the ſame 
ume, no Man would invite him Home: for he 
was forc'd to go in the Evening to Bethany, and 
lie there. And what a notorious Inſtance of 
ingratitnde and Infidelity was this! not to re- 
ceire the LORD of Life and Glory into their 
Houſes; altho' he came to them with the moſt 
Unteigned Teſtimonies of an Endearing Love: 
And yet we do worſe. For now that he is be- 
come our LORD, with mightier Demonſtrations | 
of his Eternal Power; we ſuffer him to look 
round about upon us for Months and Years to- 
gether, and perhaps never entertain him, till 
our Houſe is ready to ruſh upon our Heads, and 
We are going to unuſual and ſtranger Habita- 
ons. O, Happy is that Man who lets lip no 
Opportunity of Entertaining the Great King of 
Men 
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CoNnSIDERATIONS 


His Dri- 


ving the 


Traders 


our of the Action with GOD, and to have a high Vene. 


n ration for the Place where his Honour dwelleth. 


Conſider” 


Men and Angels! For by receiving Him, yt 
more and more receive Remiſſion of Sins, Re. 
demption, Sanctification, and certain Hopes of 


— — 


Everlaſting Glory. 

BUT to proceed: When the Holy JEs15 
came to Jeruſalem, the firſt Place we find him 
in, is the Temple; to teach us to begin erer) 


At this Viſitation, our Saviour beheld all things; 


not for Curioſity, but to ſee what was Amik, | 
and needed Amendment: He look'd into al 
the Corners of the Temple; and when he e. 


ſpied a Fair kept upon Holy Ground, He (who 


ſuffered no Tranſportations of Anger in Tem- 
poral Accidents) was born high with an Ec- 
ſtacy of Holy Zeal and Religion, in behalf of} 
the Honour of GOD; which ought to be inf- 
nitely dearer to every Perſon, than their own | 
Intereſt and Reputation. Was it not a great 
Affront to the Divine Majeſty, to convert his 
Habitation into a Market, or a Banker's Shop 
Io alienate it from its right Uſe, and inſtead | 
of a Houſe of Prayer, to make it a Den of : 


Thieves; of Publicans and Extortioners, and of 


the Practiſers of the Arts of Fraud, and the 
Methods of Cheating? Was it not Unparal- 
lePd Preſumption, to ſerve the Ends of Cove. 
touſneſs, more than the Deſigns of Piety! 
What could enervate the Reputation of Reli | 
gion, and depreciate the Service of the Almigh - 
ty, if ſuch Actions did not? This therefore, 
incited the Zeal of the Holy and Immaculate 
Lamb of GOD; who, when he had made “ 
| Whip of Cards, drave the Beaſts out of the Temple, 1 
overthrew the Tables of the Money-changers, and 
commanded thoſe that ſold Doves to take them * I 
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which is now made a Leſſon Evangelical, My 
Houſe ſhall be called a Houſe of Prayer to all Na- 


the LORD of Life and Glory made his firſt 
Fay towards the Compleating of our Redemp- 
tion! Let us Admire his Admirahle ,Meek- 
gels and Condeſcenſion, and at the ſame time 
ing Hoſannaß with an Angelick Soul. The 
Bleſſed Spirits, who had no need of a Saviour, 
:nd who never did Offend, do praiſe GOD 
with Inceſſant Voices, for his Compaſſion and 


and let us Mapnifie his Name together. How 
then can we be ſilent, and not join in Con- 
ſort with the Heavenly Choir? It may be, 


yet if we do it with like Sincerity, our lower 
Key may.grace the Harmony, and compleat the 


| hath Redeemed, and all the Glorious Spirits 
of Heaven, unite their Voices, till all the Cor- 
ners of the World do reverberate his Praiſe, 
ho hath reſtor'd Peace to us, and manifeſted 
his Aſtoniſhing Good. will towards Men ; HosaN- 
NAH IN TE HichEST! ” . 


The 


At which Time, he Aſſerted the Sacredneſs of 
Holy Places, in the Wards of the Prophet, 


TO Conclude : Let us all ſeriouſly conſider Conclu- 
he Ineſtimable Mercies of this Day, whereon ſion. 


Love tous; and ſeem to Invite us, ſaying, O 
Je Sons of Men! Praiſe the LORD with us, 


we fear we cannot ſing in ſo high a Note; 


Concord. O then let all whom the LORD 
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thee with Joy and Adoration, and with all the De. 


didſt prepare thy ſelf for hardy Exploits, and wenteſ 


ties of my Nature, till thou haſt wrought me up tos 


inveſted with a Robe of thy Righteouſneſs : 1 hat jo | 


and be rich in Good Works, and go on with aSatis- } 


finally Conſummated into Everlaſting Glory, Ihen 


The PRAVER. 


The PRAVER. N 


AT IGHTY and moſt Merciful Saviow! | AIMI 
| who with great Humility and infinite Lot, : e. 
| our Saviol 


didſt this Day enter into the City of Jeruſalem 
riding upon an Aſs, that thou might t Verifit te 
Predictions of the Prophets, and conſign to the Nord 
an Admirable Example of Meekneſs and Condeſcen. 
fron. Be pleaſed, Bleſſed FESUS ! to enter into my 
Soul with Triumph; and give me Grace to entertain 


E Fleſh, an- 
: Mankind 
| mility. | 
| Example « 
| of his Re 
| our LOR 


monſtrations of a perſevering Love. O th wh | 


out into the Field, as a Giant, ready to run the | 
whole Courſe of our Miſery ; Collect my ſcattered | 
Thouohts, and take off the Blemiſhes and Deformi- | 


Reſemblance of thy Beauty, and that my whole Body, | 
and Soul, and Spirit, may be a fit Habitation fir | 
thy Bleſſed Self. Grant, that I may diveſt myſelf | 
of all theſe Tranſitory Garments, in order to be re- 


founding my Satisfaction upon thee, and the Bleſſed | 
Intereſts of a Vertnous Life; I may grow in Grace, | 


fied and Triumphant Spirit, from Imper fettion to 
Strength, from Acts to Habits, from Habits to (on- 

firmation in Grace; and may ſtill more and more le 
Confirmed in all the Heavenly Graces, till they ace 


will I lay all my Vittories at thy Feet, and with } 
Parms in my Hands, and Hallelujahs on my Lip, 
Celebrate thy Praiſes to Eternity. Grant this, Holy 1 
FESUS ! for thy Mercies ſake, and for the Honour 4 
of thy Glorious Name, which is, and ſhall be Adires | 
for Evermore. Amen. The 


The Correct. 


The Correct. 


| ALMIGHTY and Everlaſting GOD ! who of thy 


tender Love towards Mankind, haſt ſent thy Son 


our Saviour JESUS CHRIST, to take upon him our 
Fleſh. and to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs, that all 
Mankind ſhould follow the Example of his great Hu- 
| mility, Mercifully grant, that 1 may both follow the 
| Example of his Patience, and alſo be made Partaker 


| of his Reſurrection, thro the ſame JESUS CHRIST 
| our LORD. Amen. 5 | 
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IESUS 
rought 
before the 
Sanhe- 
drim. 


purpoſe; for the Witneſſes deſtroy'd each others 
_ Teſtimony, by their diſagreeing. At laſt, 
Caiaphas (who was furiouſly reſolv'd JESUS 


but becauſe his Hour was come, Without any Ex- 


And before 
Pontius 
Pilate. 


Me Pontius 

I. L WE fon of 2 

| : | Lell. I jlabl es 
Morning. | Gen, 22. WE © 
Pſal. prop. UPON to Ver. 2 cious L 
22. 40. II. 70.8. ther, tl 


+ ( Good ⸗Fridap. bl Wb, 
Evening, | e 
69. 88. | II. 1 Pet. 2. | 


O this Day, early in the Morning, Our 
Bleſſed Saviour was brought before the 
Jewiſh Sanhedrim, in order to his Tryal and Con. 
demnation. At which time, the Chief Priefs, | 
and Scribes, and Elders of the People, ſought fall 
Witneſs againſt JESUS, but could find none to the 


aint J 
and 1nd 
Male fat 
W to thee, 
decline 
| Malefat 
| accordin 
| ling to 
themſe! 
| Reputa 
| lawful f 
Power 
| of the 
as Supr 
| It pas: 
Mojes, 
and ab 
tenders 
Roman 
nion fi 


* 


ſhould Die) ſaid unto him, Art thou the CHRIST? 
Our Bleſſed Saviour knew his Deſign to bean 
Inquiſition of Death, not of Piety and Curioſity; 


pedient to elude the High Prieſt's Malice, he 
made Anſwer, That they ſhould find the Truth 
of that, when he ſhould ſit on the Right Hand « 
the Power of GOD. Whereupon they all Unani- | 
mouſly cried out; They had no need of farther | 
Witneſs, having had his Condemnation from his om | 


Mouth: And ſo they reſolv'd to deliver him up 


to the Roman Power. Then the High Prieſt, | 1 
and all his Council, immediately hurried the Ho- bs 
ly JESUS to the Pretorium, the Palace of (%% WW , 
| * | | Pon ti 11 t Vert mg 
_— TRE CR Rn | Ee to Cx) 
(a) Pontius and Pilatus were his Nomen and Cognomen, a King 
in the ſame manner as Julius and Ceſar are deſcrib d by Sue. into hi 
tonius; Non Cæſarè & Bibulo, ſed Julio & Cæſare, Coll. Wheth 


actum ſcriberent, bis eundem præponentes, Nomine at. 
que Cognomine. | 
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| c}able Spirit ) hoping he would put their mali- 
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Pontins Pilate, the Roman Governour; (a Per- 


72 

3 
= 
1 
5 


on of an high, rough, untraQable, and irrecon- 


cious Deſigns in Execution. But, coming thi- 


ther, they were afraid to go into an Heathen's 
E Houſe, leſt they ſhould be defiled, and ſo be 


made unfit to eat the Paſſover : Plate therefore 


© came out to them at the Palace Gate, and de- 

© manded of them, What Accuſation they had a- 
geinſt JESUS? But, they gave him a general 
and indefinite Anſwer ; ſaying, / he were not a 
| Malefaftor, we would not have delivered him up un- 
o thee. Whereupan, Pilate (being willing to 
decline the Buſineſs) told them, F he was a 
8 Malefaftor, they might take him, and judge him 
| according to their own Law. But they being wil- 
ling to throw off the Odium of his Death from 
| themſelves, and to enjoy their Sin, and their 
Reputation quietly, alledg'd, That it was not 
| lawful for them to put any Man to Death. (The 


Power of Life and Death, was not in any Court 


of the Jews, but in the Roman Governour alone 


as Supreme; and therefore, they Anſwer'd him, 


It mas not lawful : not in reſpe& of the Law of 
Mijes, which gave them both ſafficient Power 


and abſolute Command to Punifh diverſe Of- 
tenders with Death; but in Relation to the 
foman Empire, which had taken all that Domi- 
nion from them.) Then Pilate perceiving their 


4 king, When Pilate heard that, he return'd 
into his Palace, and calling JESUS, askd him, 
Whether he was the King of the Jens? JESUS 

| told 


Malice, ſtill called for Inſtances and Arguments 
of their Accuſation. They all preſently began 
to accuſe him, ſaying, We fonnd this Fellow per- 
| certing the Nation, and forbidding to give Tribute 

o Cæſar; telling us, that he himſelf is CHRIST 


. | 7 F 
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told him, His Kingdom was not of this Wir 
Pilate, thinking he had nothing to do with th 
Other, return'd immediately to the Jems; de. 
Pilate claring, that he found no Fault with Jeſus. Bit 
pronounces when the Chief Prieſts and Rulers heard Pil 
bim Inno. pronounce JESUS Innocent, they were very 


en. much enraged; and began with all their Splez 
and Satyr, to repreſent him as a turbulent More 

f the People, ſpreading his Seditious Principle 
throughout all Galilee and Judza, even to fert. 

ſalem. Pilate hearing them ſpeak of Gall, 

asked, whether JESUS was a Galilean? and be- 

ing inform'd that he was, and conſequently of 

He is Herod's juriſdiction, he ſent him to that Prince, 
brought Who was then at Jeruſalem, at the Feaſt. Herd 
| ore was extraordinary glad at the Honour done to 


him ; for having frequently heard of his Fame, 
he expected to ſee ſome Miracles wrought by 
him. 
ſhewn his Miracles to Poor Indigent People, 


would not proſtitute his Gifts, nor gratifie the | 
Curioſity of a Tyrant polluted with Inceſt and 


Blood; nor would he vouchſafe him one An- 
Aud is ſent ſwer to all his Queſtions, Herod, being thus de. 
back with ceiv'd in his Expectations, look 'd upon JESUS 


corn. as a moſt Inſignificant Deſpicable Perſon, and 
caus'd him to be Arrayed in White, as a Meck- 
King, and ſo remitted him to Pilate. And from 
that Day, Herod and Pilate were made Friends. 
= bs WHEN P:late had received the Holy JESUS, | 
2 ain and found that Herod had ſent him back uncon | 
brought dema'd, he again attempted to reſcue him from 
TIE. the Malice of the Jews; by declaring, before | 


Examination, he could not find him Guilty of an) | 


of thoſe Crimes whereof they Accus d him: 2 | 


But the Holy JESUS, who had often | 


them all, That tho they had brought that Man un | 
him, as one that perverteth the People; yet, #P" | 
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L bat Herod, to whom he had ſent him, was of re 

(ene Opinion. And fo, to comply a little with by 

their Fury, he told them, He would Chaſtiſe him, Wit 

W 7) denſe him. But this Propoſal proving In- 

E 14111, he enter'd upon another Contrivance 

E ſave him, which was by making him a Dona- 1 

tire and a freed Man at the Petition of the Peo- my 

ple: For he was oblig'd, by a certain Cuſtom, = vale 

to relcaſe a Criminal every Paſſover, whom the [ 

ers ſhould nominate. So there being then in 

E Priſon a moſt notorious Malefactor nam'd Barab- 

bei, who had been ſeiz'd with other Sedittous | 

E Pcrions, becauſe he had committed Murther in li 

4 the luſurrection: Pilate juſtly imagined, that 4 

E he only propounded JESUS and Barabbas to be 4 

relcas d, they would make Election of an Inno- | 

cent ber ſon before a Robber and a Muctherer ; 

| and therefore he ſaid unto them all, Te have 4 in os: 

| Cuſtom, that I ſhould releaſe unto you one at te poſes 1 fs: i 
Paſſover, Mill ye that I releaſe unto you Barabbas, leaſe bim 8 

er JESUS which is called CHRIST? Upon which eat of © | 

| they all cried out, Amay with this Man, and give Barab- 

„ Barabbas! Then ſaid Pilate, Whar ſhall I do bas. 

„ JESUS? They all cried out, Cracifie him! 

| Cucife hm Then Pilate ask d them once more, 

h Evil he had dont? for he could find nothing 

worry Death; therefore he would ſcourge him, 

4 7ciraſc hm. Whereupon, they redoubled 

their Clamours, and in the moſt tumultuous 

Manner imaginable requir'd that he might be 

Crucified : Adding moreover, that if he ler that 

Mer go, he was not Cæſar's Friend. Pilate find- 

9 no Arguments effectual, immediately gave 

Orcers that JESUS ſhould be Scourg'd; which JESUS 1 

e Holdiers executed with Violence and unpa- Scourg d- 

l Barbarity ! Expoſing his Virginal Body 

'7 N2xcanefs, and tearing his tender Fleſh, till 
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Crown d 
with 
Thorns. 


him, aying, 
they tee him, and ſpit upon him. 


the Pavement was purpled with a Shower of 
Holy Blood. After this, They rook him into the 
Commen- Hull, and oat hering the whole Band o 
Soltliers about How, they put 5 him a Scai let Robe, 
And when they had platted a Crown of Thorns, they 
put it upon his Head, and a Reed in his Right Had: 

and they bow'd the Knee before him, and mack'd 

Hair KING or THE Jews! Aud 
Pilate ( tho' a 
wicked Governor ) could not behold this with- 
out Remorſe and Pity, and therefore he went 
again out of his Palace, in a conſpicuous Place, 


Expose to and cried out to the Multitude, BEHoLD THE Max! 
%he Jews. As much as to ſay, Behold this Diſmal Spectacle 


of Suffering Innocence, and be Confounded! 


hoping this might move them to Compaſſion. 


But they no ſ-oner ſaw their once-expected King 
in ſuch Dolorous Circumſtances, but they more 


eagerly cried out, Crncifie him! Crucifie him! 


Pilate at laſt finding that neither the Innocence 


Tumult; he though 


of JESUS, nor his immunity from the Sentence 
of Herod, nor his own induſtry and Diligence, nor 
the Inconceivable Miſery of the Afflicted Lamb 
of GOD, availed any thing; and that all his 
Attempts to ſave JESUS, did only encreaſe thc 
t he had ſufficiently done 
his part: So he call d for a Baſon of Water, and 
waſhing his Hands before all the People, (a8 2 


Token of the Purity of his Intentions) folemn- 9 


ly declar'd, That be was Innocent of the Blood of 
that Fuſt Perſon, and that they muſt Anſaer for it. 
Immediately the Multitude impiouſly replied, 


And Con- j; Blood be on Us, and on our Children! Here- 


demn*d to 


be Cruci- 


fied. 


upon, Pilate releas'd unto them Barabbas, and 
deliver'd up JESUS to be Crucified. _ 
OUR Bleſled Saviour being thus Condemn'd, 


and Abandon'd by all the World; the . 
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ers and Officers, after new Indignites offer'd 
bim, pull'd off the Robe of Mockery, which 
in ſeſt they had cloathed him with, and put on 
him his own Garments. Then having laid the 
Cross, on which they intended to Crupifie him, 
E upon his Shoulders, they led him through one #e is let 
of the principal Streets of the City, to the in- through 
Ignite Triumph of his Enemies, and the no leſs 1 
Diſeouragement of his Admirers. But as ſoon 

35 they came out of Jeruſalem, they compell'd 

one Sun, a Hrenian, Father to Alexander and 

Vuſus, to bear his Croſs the reſt of the Way; 

fr they finding his Spirits fo very much ex- 
hauſted, fear'd he would Die ſooner, and with 

leſs Smart than they intended. Among the vaſt 
Thronzs that follow'd to fee the fad Cataſtro- 

| nhe of this Bloody Tragedy; there were cer- 

| tain Women who could not beho1d this deplora- 

ble Object, without the higheſt Grief and La- 
mentations. But the Compaſſionate JESUS 
turning to them, faid, Laughters of Jeruſalem, 

cep not for Me, but for yeur Sclves, and for your 
Chitaren, For behold the Days ave coming, in the 

g they ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are the Barren, and the 

mos that never bare, and the Paps which never 

rave fuck, Then ſhall they begin to ſay to the Menn- 

tains, Fall on xs; and to the Hills cover us, For 

they do theſe things in a Green Tree, what ſhall 
dun in the Dry ? As much as to ſay, If an 
innocent Perſon be thus Cruelly Tormented, 

what muſt ſuch Criminals as you expect! Thus 

was tne Holy JESUS convey'd out of the City, 

vatil he came to Golgotha, near Calvary ; a Place To Golgo- 
ſälfcult in the Aſcent, eminent and apt for the tha, 
"v.cation of Shame, a Hill of Death, and Dead 
us Bones, polluted and impure. There 
they offer'd the Holy JESUS a Mixture of Vi- 
M 2 Hlegas 
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negar and Ga!l, of which he refus'd to drink. 
Then having ſtripp'd him of his Garment; 
Aud there they nail'd him upon the Croſs, between tus 
ee notorious Male factors. The Form of the Croß, 
tm) Male. On which our Saviour ſuffer'd, ( according to 
factors. the Opinion of a very Learned Writer) ws 
$a: not a Simple, but a Compounded Figure, as it 
of + was the Cuſtom of the Romans, by whoſe Pm. 
Croſs de. 7497 he was Condemn'd to Die: In which, there 
ſeribq, was not only a ſtreight and erected piece ot 
Wood fixed in the Earth, but alſo a tranſverſe 

Beam faſten'd unto that towards the Top there. 

of: end beſide theſe two, cutting each other 
trauſverſly at rizht Angles, (ſo that the ereded 

part extended it ſelf above the tranſverſe) there 

was alſo another piece or Wood infixed inte, 

and ſtanding out from, that which was ereQte 

and ſtreight up. To that erccied Piece was hi: 

Body, being lifted up, applied, as Moſess Ser. 

pent to the Pole; and to the tranſverſe Beam 

his Hands were nail d: Upon the lower part, 

coming out from the erected Piece, his Sacred 

Body reſted ;, and his Feet were transfixd and 
taſten'd with Nails: His Head, being preſſed 

with a Crown of Thorns, was applied to that 

part of the ere&t which ſtood above the trail- 

verſe Beam; end above his Head, to that we: 


faſten'd tho (a) Table, on which was written, 
in 


— 


— — : —˙ ů ò 2 —3·˙ —— 4 — w a — 


(4) That which was written over the Head of our Saview 
is called ſimply by St. Luke &ryegag?, Ly St. Mathe 
eatia, by St. Mark 1&9 corn * ering, and by St, Jon 
iT Mac ing uſe of a Latin li ord, as 1 obſerved by Nen. 
nus, ket Hie T O Orr v 6hyc;et pagive yup Tech 
ue, Tg ANNE AAT Id TI in. From all whiel 


7 


we may collect, that there was an Tzſcription writte : 
Head of our Saviour, ſignifying the Accuſation and pretend 
Crime for which fe mus Conde ned to that Deaths 


nen over it! | 
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I Hebrew, Greek, and Lan Characters. the 
gecuſation, according to the Ronan Cuſtom: 
Aud the Writing was, 


JESUS or Nazareth, THE KING Os run Jews. 


Das I our Blefled Redeemer was hx'd to 
he Croſs, the firſt thing he utterd, was a 

ſacigus b1 rayer for his Enemies; ſaying, Fa- 
LN Foroive them + for they know not what they 
5% At the ſume time, the four Soldiers which 
Crucißed him, took his Garments, and divided 
them iuto four parts, each Soldier one; but as 
bor his Coat, they agreed to caſt Lots whoſe it 


His Gar- 
ments are 


divided. 


ſould be, becauſe it was without Seam, being 


Woven from the Top to the Bottom. W hile the 
tient and Immaculate Lamb of GOD hung 
thus lunguiſhing under the acuteſt Torments, 
he w. a5 reviled by the Mobile, who cried out : 
Al thou that deſtroyeſt the Te: ple, and onilcfi 
+ mthree Days, ſave thy ſelf : if thou be the. Son of 


He i 
Mock by 


COD, come down from the Croſs. I'hs Chief es. 


Vieſte, with the Scribes, and Elders, derided © 
vim ae ſaying, He ſab'd Others Uimſelf he 
not ſaves If he be the King of Iſrael, let him 
now come down from the Croſs, and we will believe 
%. He truſted in GOD ; let him deliver him 
op, if he will Dave him, ſince he has decloi'd 
ſelf the Son of 60 D. Nay , One of the 
C itißed Malefactors usd the ſame Language : 
ut the other Malefactor had at that time the 
"reteſt Piety in the World, except that of the 
Bleſſed Virgin; and particularly had ſuch a 
Lalth, that all the Ages of the Church could 
never parallel. For when he ſaw the Holy 
jt: Us under the fame Condemnation with him- 
it; a Dying, Diſtreſſed Man, doing at that 
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time no Miracles to atteſt his Divinity or Inno- 
cence ; yet at that Jun&ure he confeſſes him tr 
be a LORD, a N, and a Saviour! He like. 
wiſe ſhew'd an Incomparable Modeſty; her. 
ging to be Remembred only, when the Bleſſc) 
JESUS came into his Kingdom, He reproy\ 


the other Thief for Blaſphemy, own'd CHRIST 


publickly, and cogfeſs'd his own Shame and 

Unworthinels. Which Combination of Pions 
He fo Acts, and Miraculous Converſion, his Bleſſed 
8 Redeemer euntertain'd with a ſpeedy Promiſe of 


Penitent © molt Sublime Felicity; ſolemnly aſſuring him, 


Thief. that upon that very Day, He ſhould he with him 


in Paradiſe, At the ſame time, there were 
ſtanding by the Croſs, the Mother of JESUs, 
and her Siſter, and Mary Magdalen, and St. Jobi. 
When JESUS therefore ſaw his Mother, and 
the Beloved Diſciple ſtanding by her, he ſaid, 
He tales Woman, Behold thy Son; and look upon hin 


CL with the Kindneſs of a Tender Parent. And 


Virgin, to the Diſciple he ſaid , Bebold, Phy Aether, 
and treat her with all imaginable Love and Re- 
verence: And from that Time, St. % toox 

ner unto his own Houſe. 1 
DURING theſe Melancholy Tranſackions, 


the whole Frame of Nature ſeem'd to be di- 


ſolv'd, and out of order, while its LORU 
TRE nb and Creator ſuffered. The Sun hid his Head 
im from beholding ſuch à Prodigy of Wickedneh, 
and there was Darkneſs over the Face of the 
whole Earth from the Sixth until the Ninth 

Hour: About which Time, JESUS, being op- 
pireſs'd with inconceivable Torments, cried with 
JESUS a loud Voice, ETI! ELI! Lama SABACTHANL! 
(i.e.) My GOD ! My GOD! WIV HasT 1Hov 


cries Out in 
bis Ago- > 


3 thoug 


Foxsaxen MR ? His Divinity at* this Time 


ſuſpending from his Humanity thoſe . 


with 
rings! 
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E + which his Servants in their greateſt Suffe- 


rings are uſually refreſh'd. Some of the Spe, 
3 Racors hearing the Holy JESUS cry out Eli! 


% and being Ignorant of the Hebrew Tongne, 


t thought he cail'd for Ellas to take him down | 


from the Croſs. Then JESUS being in the 
Agonies of a high Fever, faid, 1 Tris: : And 

nmediately one of the 8 and took 4 
Sp, 72, and filPd it with V. megar, and put it cn a 


Led, and gave him to drink, And others cried 


out, Let's ſee whether Flias will come to ſave him. 


And now the Great and Glorious Redeemer of 


Mankind, knowing that the Propheſies were ful- 
fill'd ; his Father's Wrath appeasd ; and. his 


Tormeats ſatisfactory : He ſaid; It 15 Frome + 


Thea crying again with a loud Voice, he ſaid, 
Father) into thy Hands I commend my Spirit! 


aud when he had ſaid theſe Words, / ne bow? d And Dies. 


4 his Head, and gave up the Ghoſt | 


THEN was the Veil of the Temple (which Severa 
ſeperated the Secret Mofaick Rites from the Prodigies 
Fycs of the People) rent in the midſt from the attend bis 


Top to the Bottom; there was likewiſe a moſt 
terrible Earthquake happen'd, as tho' Nature 
were breathing her Laſt. The Rocks ſplit; 
the Mountains trembled, the Graves of end, 
ind the Bodies of Dead Perſons aroſe, and ap- 
ear d unto many in Jeruſalem. And ſo great 
. and Amazements happen'd to 
ole that ſtood by, when they ſaw fo many 
Prodigies that they departed, ſmiting their 
Breaſts, with Sorrow and Fear. The Cent u- 


ien alf that miniſtred at the Execution, in a 


Death. 


ere2t Conſternation, ſaid, Certainly this was 4 


e Mai,! And he became 3 a Diſciple, 1e 
nout 110g his Military Employment, and died 
4 Marte 


Mogi NOW 


— : — KO 2 — — — 
_ = — — — — be -- 4 — 7 - 2 — 
AZ > —— : _——— — — - — 
— - 1 7 — 2 — — — 2 — — Ga — — — 1 = 2 — — 2 2 
wo I — no — . — = OT — _ * " = — —— —— — — — = A ——_—_—— ” ' p = 
= te — —  -. n — - —— FF ,. — — 2 2 3 — . : : : F "__ 2 — 
See ————̃ — oF — = 9 Fg 5 C 5 — = os - © bh — - — — : _ 
. — — - I 3 * —— — WO * e _— OP I. Er 


1 - — — 
- rn I nn = — = 7 
e = A — — 5 - > * * SIS - — . — — 5 
ES CIEEnTT ..,, EOS IEG IS 


— So 


-» — 
A 


lo ITT 
— 
* rr 


= N — 
s — e "< 
— Y _ 8 : —_— — — 
* 3 — — 
— — * L 


3 —_— 
_— — 
- — 


— — — 
— 


22 
— TT 
— — 1 

— — 


3 4 
Ae. — 


4 — tbc Cr Ee IG IP 
— R TA ——— r» ˙ĩ˙ꝗy—— Ages. 7oe e 
Ee —— r ˙ TITER, N 


—— , — —ů — 
— > 3*z 


184 


Upon G99d-Friday, © 


NOW the next Day being the Sabbath. and 
a Paſchal Feſtival beſides; the Jews deſir'd of P. 
late, that the Bodies of the Sufferers might not 
continue on the Croſs that Day, but that their 
Legs might be broken to haſten their Deaths 
and their Bodies taken down. This was mme- 
diately executed upon the two Thieves; but 
coming to 5ESVS, they found that he was alrcad 
dead, ſo they brake not his Legs : But one of the 


Hit Side Soldiers with a Spear Wantonly pierced hi Side, 


is Pierced, out of which there immediately iſſued Blood | 


and Mater. So that two Propheſies were there- 
by tulfkl'd together: The Firſt, A Bone of him 


ſhall not be broken ;, The Second, They ſhall logk 


on him whom they pierced. 


BUT altho' the Holy JESUS was Crucified 


between two Thieves, yet he was not Buried | 


with them. For, to reſcue the Precious Body 
of the Immaculate Lamb of GOD, from the 
Malicious Hands of thoſe that caus'd his Cruci- 
fixion, there came a Rich Man of Arimathea, 
a City of Je, named Jo/eph, who ( ventu- 
ring upon the Diſpleaſure of the Jew:ſþ Rulers) 


His Body Vent confidently to Pilate, and begg'd the Body 


Begg*d, 


of JESUS. The Governor was ſurpriz d to 
hear he was ſo ſoon Dead ; but it being at- 
firm'd by the Centurion, he order'd his Body 
to be deliver'd to Joſeph, who immediatel) 
wrapp'd it in fine Linnen Cloaths, which he had 
bought for that Purpoſe. At the ſame time, 
Nicodemus, a Man of the Phariſees; a Ruler of 


the Jews ; and a Maſter of Iſrael; being deſirous. 
to ſhare with Joſeph, in paying theſe laſt Offices 


to their Maſter, bought a Mixture of Alves and 
AMyrrir, of about an Hundred pound Weight; 


and ſo they Two (according to the Cuſtom of 


the Jews ) bound up the Body with an Aroma: 
t1Ca 
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| 5 1 Compoſition , and thus prepard it for 
barial. Near the Place of Crucifixion was a 


nden belonging to Joſeph, where he had lately b 1 ' 
hen a Sepulchre out of a Rock for his own pro- ji 
ber Interrment: There they laid the Body of And Bu. 14 


1 * 0 | 7 N 1 Wi 
De Bleſſed FESUS; and to ſecure it from Ex- Tie. | 


| {--1a] Injury, they rolled a large maſſie Stone '' 
the Mouth or Door thereof, But the Jews 1 
. der Ci ſt Dit Wl 
were all this time under Circumſtances of Diſ- — of 


usſaction, leſt his Diſciples ſhould ſteal him away 
i Nieht, and ſo report that he was riſen from 
cad. To prevent this, they immediately 
| 11218 their Application to Pilate, deſiring that 
| tbe bepalehre might be kept under a ſtrict Guard. 
ate gave them Liberty todo what they pleas'd, 
eren to the Removal of their ſmalleſt Scruples. 

| They therefore ſeal'd the Sepalchre, and (as an 
Ancient Tradition ſays) bound it about with 
bels of Iron, and ſet a Watch of Soldiers 
001 it, Thus was the whole Funeral-Action 
| 1:rtorm'd,, and the Burial compleated : So that 
iwas not lawful, by the Cuſtom of the Jews, 
more to open the Sepulchre, or diſturb the 
Herr d Body. | „ 
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186 ConsIperaTIONSs 


Epiſtle. . | | 
from 5 


to 26. 4 Goop-Fripay. to 38. | 


INCE the Only End and Deſign of YS 


CHRIST s Coming into the World, and | 


all the Circumſtances of his Bitter Death and 


Paſſion, was to procure Salvation for Men; lt | 
is highly reaſonable, that we ſhould ſeriouſly | 
Meditate upon the Inconceivable Miſeries which | 
he endur'd for our Sakes; and at the ſame time, | 
Admire the bright Diſcoveries of his tranſcen- | 
dent Love. If the Glorious and Immaculate | 
Lamb of GOD had no Attractive Excellencies, | 
yet his Cruel Sufferings for us, propound Argu- 
ments ſo Powerful and Immenſe, that they muſt | 
needs touch us with a moſt Paſſionate Senſibilitr. 
our Savi- For, let us but Contemplate him in the Garden | 


Our“? A- 


„of Get hſemæne, entring upon the Ante. Scene ot | 
gony in ST 
+» Gar. the Fatal Tragedy that was then approaching, 
den, Con- and Amaz'd at that Bitter Cup, mix'd with all 
ider d. the Ingredients of Divine Diſpleaſure. There | 

his Soul was overwhelm'd with an unknown and 
inexpreſſible Anguiſh ! An Anguiſh, that funk 
and depreſs'd him into as deep a Dejection, 4 } 
t was poſſible for an Innocent Mind to endure; 9 
cauſing him to figh out that melting Complaii 9 
to his Diſciples, mneenunr( iv i nx ps ! bt 
Saul is exceeding Sorrowful | And leſt they ſhoule 
not apprehend the Exceſs, adding, 4 t,, W 
ever unto Death | It was a Sorrow, which like! 
the Pangs of Death encompaſ,/'d him, ( as the / Jai. 1 
miſt ſpeaks) and like the Pains of Hell gut ba 
upon him! (Pſal. 116. 3.) The Eſſect of al 
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Lech, was, That he Pray'd more earneſtly, and 
witb the higheſt Marks of the moſt Intenſe 
rief, made Three ſeveral Addreſles unto Hea- 
ren, That, if it might conſiſt with his Father's 
Wil, this Bitter Cup might paſs from him. (Matt. 
56. 39.) Nor were his Cries and Tears ſuffici- 
ent Evidences of his Internal Sufferings; nor 
E could the Sorrows of his Breaſt be pour'd forth 
either at his Lips or Eyes; the Innumerable 
bores of all his Body mult give a Paſſage to more 
| lively Repreſentations of the Inconceivable An- 


2viſh of his Soul: And therefore, while he was 


under this Violent Agony, the Sweat that di- 
| tild from his Sacred Body, was like large 
| Drops of Blood falling to the Ground. ( Luke 22. 
| 11.) It was certainly no light Conflict with- 
| in, that caus'd fo ſtrange and unparallel'd a 
| SYmptorn without: For if an extreme Fear or 
| Trouble will many times caſt us into a Cold 
cat, how pungent and afflictive muſt be the 
| Commotion and Conflict of our Saviour's Mind, 


which could force open the numerous Pores of 


| its Body, lock'd up by the Coldneſs of the 


Night! and make not Drops of Sweat, but 


{Cal [3;ops, or ( as the Word JecpCor ſignifies ) 

(45 of Blcod to iſſue from them! While our 

ORD was thus contending with his Ante-Pat- 

tons, an Angel was ſent from Heaven to ſtreng- The Cir- 

en him; at a Time when Nature was brought ct ances 

to the utmoſt Paſſability, and was diſſolving her of 

belt ig a Mortal Sweat. But immediately after _ 
eath 

came Judas, beginning War with (a) a Kiſs, Confidertd 

aud breaking the Peace of his LORD by the ard Illu 

= Symbol rated. 
8 | „„ 


Our 


(4) O Signum Sacrilegum ! O placitum fugiendum ! 


ab Oſculo incipitur Bellum, & per pacis indicium 


Wels rumpitur Sacramentum. Aug. Ser. 12. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
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Symbol of Kindneſs. Then was the Holy YES 
dragg'd by the rude and incens'd Multitude into 
the City, and there hurried up and down to al 
Judicatories in it, and treated with the moſt 
barbarous Indignities. That Adorable Face 
which Angels behold with Reverence and Joy 
_ unſpeakable ; which ſheds its bright Beams of 
Light, and fiils all Heaven with Tranſport an! 
Triumph, was then defil'd and ſtain'd with the 
Spittings of Unhallowed Lips! Struck with the 


Palms of Sacrilegious Hands! Cover'd and 


Blindfolded in Derifion ! and the LORD of the 


Univerſe made a Laughing-ſtock to the Rabble, 
and Inhumanly Buffeted, as if he had been the 
Then theſe Obdurate Wret- | 
ches dragged him to the Palace of the Remar 
Procurator , and after many inſignificant At. 
tempts, they accus'd him for a Figurative Speech; 
a Trope which they could not underſtand! 1 
which if it had been ſpoke in a Literal Senſe, | 
and had been acted too according to the Letter, | 
had been fo far from a Fault, that it would have } 
been a Prodigy of Power: and at the ſame time 
it had been eaſier to have rais'd the Temple o 
Jeruſalem, than the Temple of his Body. Hou. 
cver, the Lamb of God left his Cauſe to de— 
fend it ſelf, under the Protection of his Hea- | 


Vileſt of Slaves! 


venly Father, and bore all ſorts of Injuries and 


Affronts with Patience invincible. He who hal | 


done no Sin, neither was Guile found in his Mouth; 


nay, He who had gone about conſtantly doing | 


Good, and fignaliz'd himſelf by Miracles 0! 
Mercy without Number; This Man is refusd! 
and Barabbas a Traitor; a Thief; a Murderer; 
one Publickly and Notoriouſly Guilty of the 
Crimes laid to his Charge, was preferr'd before 
him. O unparallel'd Stupidity | How Unequa' 
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as the Compariſon? How Abſurd the Ex- 
Change? How Infatuated the Perſons that made 
„ How Corrupt the Judge that allowed it ? 
kor that wicked Magiſtrate was ſufficiently ſen- 
üble, that Envy was at the Bot tom of all theſe 
proceedings; and yet that Senſe reftrain'd him 
not from conſenting to all their Inhumanity: 
EF + he too (in deſpight of the Checks of his 
on ind ) leut a Helping-hand to the Afflicti- 
ons of the Bleſſed JESUS, and vex'd that Soul 
| which they had Injuriouſly wounded. He ſent 
him Bound to Herod; and Herod remitted him 
to Filate, Array'd in a Gorgeous Robe, that he 
might be ſtill more Exposd to Contempt and 
| Scorn. And at laſt, when they had cruelly. 
Scourg'd him, and even wearied themſelves with 
| inflicting all manner of Ignominy and Torture, 
| they nail'd him to the Croſs ; which was once 
| the Univerſal Puniſhment allotted for the Vileſt 


Villains ; and always eſteem'd very (a) Grievous 
for its Pain, and (b} Infamous for its Kind. Firſt, 
The Exquilite Pains and Torments in that Death 
ire manifelt, in that the Hands and Feet, which 


| Of all the Parts of the Body are moſt nervous, 


aud conſequently moſt ſenſible, were pierc'd 
trough with Nails, which caus'd not a ſudden, 
but a lingring and tormenting Death. And tho 
our Saviour was hereby diſpatch'd in Six Hours 
pace, to the Admiration of his Execution 


er (it being uſual for ſuch to live whole 


Days, 


"— — . , i - 


= Ila Morte pejus nihil fuit inter omnia genera Mor- 
KM. S. Aug. in Foun. Tully calls it, Crudelithmum te- 
eimumq; ſuppliclum. And Auſonius, Pœnæ Extre- 
mum. 


Wi. Pone Crucem Servo. Fuven. So in Terence, Pam. 
Wd Meritus es? Da, Crucem. _ | 
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Days, even till Hunger had ſtarv'd, or Fowl, 
devour'd them ) yet the Extraordinary Percep- 
tion of his Mind, and Quicknefſs of his Senſe 
made each Minute's Sufferance exceed the Pangs 
of an Ordinary Death. His Torments were 
very much augmented by the Delicateneſs of 
his Conſtitution ; He had a Beautiful Shape, and 
was of a fine Make, Born of a Virgin, not ſub. 
jet to, and ſo never harraſs'd with Diſeaſes: 


In whom Nature was clear, vivid, and appre. WER BU! 
henſive; rendring the Impreſſions more ſenſible, WM 10 &! 
and the Pains he felt, both in Body and Mind, lam 
more pungent and afflictive to him. Propor- WR 119191 
tionate to the Torments which he endur'd, was de 4, 
his Shame and Ignominy; than which, nothing WWE vine 
is more diſguſtful to an Ingenious Nature. When WE cr 
Death is ſpeedily inflicted, the Senſe of Shame iet. 
1s preſently paſt ; but to be expos'd to Publick Miſer! 
View for many Hours, as a Malefactor, whilſt WW "= 4 
the Behokders deteſt the Crime, and abhor the conſec 
Puniſhment, is an heavy Aggravation of it. anden 
Thus were his Sorrows augmented, and his Sut- ee 
ferings made intolerable! His Pure and Virzi- WW lime 
nal Hands, which were never ſtretch'd out bu: WW b t 
to do Good, were pierc'd; and thoſe Sacred put i 
Feet which bore the Redeemer of the World, | that 
and for which the Waters had a Reverence, wy 
were nail'd to the Croſs. His Bleſſed and Im- ſent. 
maculate Body, the Precious Workmanſhip et 0 
the HOLY GHOST, and the Temple of the _ 
' Deity, were deſtroy'd. He that is the Glory 777 
of Heaven, and the King of all the Heaven! n : 
Hoſt, was made the Scorn of Thieves and Trai- - | 
tors. The Omnipotent Lord of Life was Cr1- 5 
cified between two Thieves, in the Face of all 18. 


the World: And his Naked Body expos d on 


the Croſs for three Hours, only cover'd ib 
e 
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E vil of Darkneſs. This was ſuch a Stupendi- 
bus Snbmiſſion of the Sou of GOD, that Uni- 
Persil Nature relented at his Laſt Sufferings. 
5 The Sun was ſtruck with Horror, and withdrew 
is Licht; it did not appear crown'd with Beams, 
ben the Creator was with Thorns. The Earth 
tremdled, the Rocks ſplit, and the moſt inſen- 
ble Creatures ſympathiz'd with the Saviour of 
me World. 5 | 
| BUT now, upon the whole Matter, I hope The 2 0 
o Chriſtian can think, that the Deity, which 9, 9”, Sa- 


Viour's 


| i; Immutable, could Suffer; for ſuch a wild O- Suffering 


rinion would be conſonant to the Traditions of in the 


| the Ar:an and Apollinarian Hereticks. The Di- Fleſh, 
vine Nature is of Infinite and Eternal Happineſs, Ea. 
| never to be diſturb'd by the leaſt Degree of In- 
kfelicity, and therefore ſubject to no Senſe of 
| \liſery, *Tis very certain, that Perſon which 
was beoorten of the Father before all Werlds, and 
| conſequently was really the LORD of Glory, 
| and moſt truly GOD, took upon him the Na- 
ture of Man; and in that Nature, being ſtill the 
ame Perſon which before he was, did ſuffer: 
| But then the Conjunction with Humanity, could 


put no Impertection upon the Divinity; nor can 


| that Infinite Nature, by any External Acquiſi- 


on be any way chang'd in its Intrinſecal and Eſ- 
fential Perfections. If the bright Rays of the 


dun are thought to inſinuate into the moſt noi- 


lom Bodies, without any Pollution of themſelves; 
how can that ſpiritual-Eſſence contract the leaſt 
Iniirmity by any Union with Humanity? So we 
muſt neither harbour fo low an Eſtimation of 
che Divine Nature, as to conceive it capable of 
any Diminution; nor ſo mean Eſteem ot the Ef- 
{ence of the Word, as to imagine it ſubject to 


"the Roar 3 
de dufferings of tre Fleſh he tock; ncr yet ſo 
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groundleſs an Eſtimation of the great Myſten I which 
of the Incarnation, as to make the Propertic, Water 
of one Nature mix in Confuſion with the other. WM becauſe 
But this we may depend upon, as a moſt neces. WM which 


ſary, certain, and infallible Truth; That the ind © 


Only-begotten Son of GOD, begotten of the WE hieb 
Father, and of the ſame Eſſence with the z. WE 


ther, did, for the Redemption of Mankind, derwe 


really and truly ſuffer: not in his Divinity, ie e 
which was impaſſible; but in his Humanity, 1 (crib? 
which 1a the Days of his Humiliation, was ſub- WW p:;cie! 
ject unto our Infirmities. That He took a try: W. 
and real Body, ſo as to become Fleſh of cut edi 


Fleſn, and Bone of our Bone: and that this WM view 


Body was Frail and Mortal, as being accom» with! 
FY 0 o - .2 11 
nied with all thoſe Natural Properties which ne. WIR Biciic 
ceſſarily flow from the Condition of a Frail ani WM to the 


Mortal Body, ſuch as Hunger and Thirſt. Nor WM Wie: 


was it only liable to thoſe Internal Weakneſſes Lord 
and Natural lafirmities, but to all Outward in- with. 
juries, and Violent Impreſſions. For as all ou WW gon 


Corporal Pain conſiſts in that Senſe which ari- bis 51 


ſeth from the Solution of that Continuity wich WI al fc 
is connatural to the Parts of our Body; ſono WM bimf 
Parts of his Sacred Body were injuriouſly Vio. WR Þball 


lated by any outward Impreſſion, but he was his W 
truly and fully ſenſible of the Pain ariſing from , Us, 
that Violation. Deep was that Senſe, and Grie- Cert 
vous was that Pain, which thoſe: Scourges pro- Miſe 
duc'd : the Dilaceration of thoſe Nervous Parts, Wi O nc 
created a moſt ſharp and dolorous Senſation. and 
The Coronary Thorns did not only expres the bear 
Scorn of the Impoſers, by that Figure into Mon 
which they were contriv'd ; but did alſo pierce | 0 el 
his tender and ſecred Temples to a Multipucity ul By 
of Pains, by their Numerous Acumination? By ot, 


That Spear, directed by an Impertinent wor 
EI 


For Gooy-Fripar. 193 
which open'd his Side, tho“ it brought forth + 


Water and Blood, caus'd no dolorous Senſation, 
becauſe his Body was then Dead: But the Nails 
which pierced his Hands and Feet made another 
rind of Impreſſion, while it was yet alive, and 
iebly ſenüble. Thus was the Bleſſed ZESUS 4 
ie Sorrows, and acquainted mit hCrief, and un- 
gerwent far greater Miſeries for our Sakes, than 
F |: i. -o/ſible for the moſt Eloquent Tongue to de- 
(eribe, or the moſt expanded Thought to com- 
,, Ts r 
: | WHEN therefore, I repreſent to my ſelf MY. i. 
| [/-cding Saviour hanging upon the Croſs, and 8 
rie the Sadneſs of his Countenance, disfigured Chriſtc 
with Sweat and Blood: When I look upon his Crucifixi. 
Bleſſed Bed y ſcourg'd and bruis'd, and expos'd on 9wght 
to the Publick View of the vileſt Malefactors: ““ bebe an 
when! conſider how his Hands and Feet were“ 
gor'd with Pins of Iron; his Limbs diſtorted. 
with Anguiſh; how he was mock'd in the very 
Agonies of Death with a bitter Potion, even till 
bis Spirits were quite exhauſted with Pain, and 
| all for my Redemption! it muſt needs render 
him full of Lovelineſs to my inflamed Thoughts. 
Shall not the warm Streams, ſadly iſſuing from 
bis wounded Head, melt my congeal'd Affecti- 
ons, and fill me with an Ecſtacy of Holy Love? 
Certainly, I cannot behold him enduring all theſe 
Miſeries for my Sake with an unconcern'd Eye. 
| Ono! Let my Head be a Fountain of Waters, 
| and my Tears ſwell into a Flood, that I may 
e bear a Part in all the Sorrows of my Affficted Sa- 

vour. For never was any Inſtance of Kindneſs 

ſo engagingꝑ, ſo irreſiſtible, as that moſt ſname- 

ful, and moſt bitter Death, which the LORD 

* Lite did ſubmit to, for the accompliſhing of 
| the molt glorious Work of Man's Redemption: 

N This 


o 0 


The PRAVER. 


ſhould excite our Devotion moſt fervently, en- 
tertain it moſt agreeably, and raiſe it to the lot. 
tieſt Pitch! For what Humane or Angelical Un. 
derſtanding could have conceiv'd ſuch a Thought 
that the Son of GOD ſhould die to ſave us from 
Eternal Death? And therefore, what a com. 


This is the Conſideration, which of al] others 


manding Influence ovght this Myſterious Work 


to have upon our Hearts, and Diſpoſitions; and 


how ſtrongly ſhould it draw our AﬀeRions and 


Practice, to imitate thoſe Graces ſo conſpicuous 
in the Perſon of our Bleſled Redeemer ? Cer- 


tainly, his Death is exceeding pregnant with 


Encouragements to Obedience: For we muft 


be Prodigies of Ingratitude, if we think it much 


to render him thoſe Duties which he demands 
of us; and which he demands for no other Res- 


ſon, but becauſe they are neceſſary to our Happi- 


neſs. His Blood beſpeaks our Duty and Grati- 
tude, and that in ſuch a Language, and with ſuch 
powerful Rhetoric« and Perſuaſion, as, I hope, 
is impoſlible for us to reſiſt: If we do, thoſe that 


liv'd and died in the Darkneſs of Heatheniſm, 


will probably have a cooler Climate in Hell, 
than we who neglect ſuch great Salvation. 
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\ HOLY and Immaculate Lanib of GOD: w120 
by thy Obedience unto Death, even the Deati 

of the Croſs, didſt become the Sacrifice of the V orld; 
the great Example of Patience; the LORD of Ee 
the good Sheepherd laying dawn his Life for his Sheep) 
and the Mediator between GOD and Man. me 
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nme, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, frequently and de- 
vonthy to meditate upon the Glorious Marks and Mo- 
mente of thy bitter Paſſion. O make them effectual 
br raiſing me up from the Death of Sin, to the Life of 
Riobreonſrefs Guard me, Tprey thee, from the ſub- 
1!) Infinnations of the Tempter; ſtrengthen and defend 
me anainſ his Aſſaults : Make the Toke of thy Com- 
mandments eaſy, and the Burthen of the Croſs, which 
thou requireſt me to carry after thee, by thy ſuſtain- 
ino Comforts, Portable and Light. And, that I may 
| drain the Priviledge of having no particular Paſſage 
| of my Crucified LORD®s Likeneſs left unimpreſs d up- 
on me; let the Crown of Thorns, the Nails that bor d 
thy Sacred Hands and Feet, the Lance that pierced 
| thy Holy Side, be the Entertainment of my retir'd 
| Thoughts, and the glad Subject of my never-ceaſing 
| Praiſe, Grant that no Indiſpoſition nor Incapacity of 
mine may hinder the wonderful Operations of thy 
Grace ;, that ſo I may by thy Aid, and by thy Exam- 
ple obey my Heavenly Father, with all the Powers and 
Faculties of my Soul, and when I depart this Mortal 
Life, be made Partaker of a Glorious Reſurrection, 
thro thy Merits and Interceſſion, O moſt Bleſſed Sa- 
wour and Redeemer FESUS! Amen. . 
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The ColL ECTS. 
A LMIGHTY GOD ! I beſeech thee graciouſly to 
* + behold this thy Family, for which our LORD 


JESUS CHRIST wascontented to be betray'd and gi- Eu 
ven up into the Hands of wicked Men, and to FF 113 
Death upon the Croſs, who now liveth and reigneth 118 
with thee, and the HOLY GHOST, ever one COD, 
World without End. Amen. 5 
ih 5 
N OE: J. 
| AEMIGHTY and Everlaſting GOD | by whoſe Ou 
- > Spirit the whole Body of the Church is governd | me 
and ſanctified; Receive my Supplications and Pray- the 
ers, which I offer before thee for all Eſtates of Men nit 
in thy Holy Church; that every Member of the ſame mM 
in his Vocation and Miniſtry, may truly and Godly St. 
ſerve thee, thro' our LORD and Saviour JESUS 10 
CH RIST. Amen. | 5 2 | 
1 | ql 
| 5 
() MERCIFUL GOD! who haſt made all Men n 
and hateſt nothing that thou haſt made, nor 8 
wouldeſt the Death of a Sinner, but rather that he P 
ſhould be converted and live: Have Mercy upon al 6 
Jews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticks, and take from te 
them, all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, and Con. U 
tempt of thy Word, and fo fetch them Home, Blef- 
ſed LORD ! to thy Flock, that they may be ſav d a- 
mong the Remnant of the true 1ſraelites, and be made 
one Fold, under one Sheepherd, JESUS CH RIST ; 
our LORD, who liveth and reigneth with thee, and | 
the Holy Spirit, one GOD, World without End. 
Amen. . 1 5 | i 
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| | I. Leſſ. 
Morning. Exod. 12. 
Plal. prop. UPON 5 II. Rom. 6. 
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Evening. ö Eaſter⸗Dap. | Exod. I4. 
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05 the firſt Day of the Week, (which we 


- oo 
ol 
1 
* — 
%; 
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3 
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cal the LORD s Day) early in the Morning, | 


ous Women had prepar'd ſweet Spices and Oint- 
ments, with a Deign to embalm the Body of 
their Crucified LORD. And as they were haſt- 


ning to the Sepulchre, their main Care and Con- 


ſultat ion was how they ſhould remove the large 


stone from the Mouth of the Tomb. But not 


long before their Arrival, the Omnipotent 


LORD of Life and Glory, had made a full Con- 


E 1ry Magdalen, and ſome other devout and pi- 


- queſt over Death, (a) and broke forth from the JESUS's 
| Bowelsof the Earth, with a terrible Commotion Reſurre- 


like that at his Death, being followed by the? 
Reſurtection of ſeveral of the Saints, who ap- 


pear'd to many in the City. At tbe ſame time, 
an Angel from Heaven; whoſe refulgent Coun- 


tenance was like Lightning, and his Raiment like 


the whiteſt Snow, having roll'd away the Stone, 
"Wy © . 


* 


(2) Aurora Lucis rutilat, | Pede conculcans Tartara, 
Cælum Lau iibus intonar. Solvit a pena Miſcros, 
Mundus exſultans jubilar, | IIle qui Clauſus Lapide, 


Gemens Infernus Ululat; j Cuftoditur ſub Milite, 
Cum Rex ille fortiſhmus, Triumphans pompa nobili 


X0!tis confractis V iribus, Victor ſargit de Funere, 
Hy am, Pits 
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ſat upon it; the Sight of whom, (together with 
the Noiſe of the Earthquake, ) fo affrighteqd the 
Soldiers that guarded the Sepulchre, that they 
became like deai Alen: So that when the Women 
came to the Place, and miſſing the Body of the 
Bleſſed JESUS, they were extreamly ſurprizd. 
In the midſt of their Aſtoniſhment, they were 
ſaluted by an Angel, who told them, that IE. 
SUS was riſen, and bad them go, and acquaint 
his Apoſtles, and particularly Perer, that he 
was returned from the Dead, and that the 
would go before them into Galilee, where they 
ſhould meet with him. Hereupon, Mary Aas. 
aalen return'd back, and acquainted the Apoſtles 
with what had paſs'd, who look'd upon the Sto- 


— — 44a. 


ry as the Product of a weak frighted Fancy. But 
Peter and John preſently haſten'd towards the 
Garden; John being the younger and nimbler, 
out- ran his Companion, and came firſt thither; 


where he only look d, but entred not in, either 
out of Fear ia himſelf, or a great Reverence t9 
our Saviour. Peter, though behind 1a Pate, 
was defore in Zeal, and being Elder, and more 


Conſiderate, came and reſolutely entred in, 


where he found nothing but the Linnen Cloaths 


lying together in one Place, and the Napkin that 


vas about his Head, decently wrapp'd together 
in another; which being diſpos'd with fo much 
Care and Order, demonſtrated (what was falſly 


| ſuggeſted by the Jewe,) that our Saviour's Body 


was not taken away by Thieves, who are wont 
more to conſult their Eſcape, than how to leave 
things orderly diſposd behind them. 
MARY Magdalen, though ſhe came with Fe. 
ter and John to the Sepulchre, yet ſhe went not 
away with them, being very much dejected 
for the Loſs of her great Mater. And 91 
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que was looking into the Tomb in a melancholy 
eis Danner, ſhe diſcover'd two Angels in. 
E Glorious Apparel, ſitting in the Place where the 
E Body of JESUS had lain; the one at the Head, 
and the other at the Feet. The Angels ſaid unto 
ber, Woman why weepeſt thou? to which ſhe an- 
E we'd; Becauſe they have taken away my LORD, 


1:0 Ihnow not where they have laid him, But look- 


ns bebind her, ſhe immediately ſaw JESUS; = 
and ſuppoſing him to be the Gardiner, ſhe ſaid to 1s fuſt 


him, Sir, if thou haſi bern him hence; tell me where Appea- 
thou haſt laid him, and I will take him away. But ranceto 
TESUS faid unto her, MaRY Then ſhe knew his Marv 


Voice, and being tranſported with Joy and Won 
der, ſhe cried out, Ravzont ! Ay Maſter ! and 


Magda- 
en. | 


was ready to have cruſh'd his Feet with her Em- 


braces. But JESUS faid unto her, Touch me not; 


For I am not yet aſcended to my Father: But go to my 


Br chren the Apoſtles, and tell them, that I gο tomy 
Val her, and your Father; to my GOD,and your GOD. 
ery immediately went to the Diſciples, and 


told them, That ſhe had ſeen the Lord: But 
their Sorrows were ſo great, and their Faith fo 
weak, that they believ'd her not. In the mean 
time, the other Women were met by our 
LORD, who gave them this Salutation, A 
Hail! and they in an Ecſtacy fell down at his 
feet, and ador'd bim: JESUS bad them fear 
nothing, but appoint his Brethren to go into 
Galilee, where they ſhould fee him. : 
WHILE theſe Women were executing th 


Olders given them by the Holy JESUS ; ſome 


ot tie Soldiers who guarded his Sepulchre, ran 
into jeruſalem, and related all that had happen'd 
10 the Chief Prieſts and Rulers, Who immediate- 
ly allembled together to conſult upon this im- 
portant Affair. And as their Valice was be- 
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His ſecond 
Appea- 
rance to 
certain 
Women. 
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yond all Example, ſo they were reduc to the 
moſt wretched Shift, and to the moſt unaccay. 
table Fallity that ever Rulers invented; name. 
ly, That his Diſciples flole him away by Nile 
The -while the Watch were aſleep: And to encourage 
Gn-rds the Soldiers to publiſh this incredible and we 
bribed. Fable, they gave them a conſiderable Sum of Mo. 
ney. The Soldiers readily accepted it, and dig x 
they were order'd; ſo that this Report ſpread 
abroad, and was commonly told among the Jem 
for a long time after. 
THE ſame Day, two of his Diſciples took 
Walk to a Village called Emmaus, (about ſeven 
Miles and an half diſtant from Jeraſalem) and in 
the Way, as they were diſcourſing of the late 
ESIIS:, Occurrences, JESUS himſelf overtook them ig 
155 Ap- the Diſguiſe of a Traveller, and ſeeing them 
pearance to Very melancholy and dejected, he ask d them 
two Diſci- the Subject of their Diſcourſe. One of them 
ples nam'd Cleop has, ſaid unto him, Art thou a Stran- 
ger in Jeruſalem, and haſt not known the things 
which are come to paſs there in theſe Days? And he 
ſaid unto them, What Things? And they made 
Anſwer ; Concerning JESUS of Nazareth, wich 
was a Prophet mighty in Words and Deeds before 
GOD, and all the People: And bow the Chief 
- Prieſts and Rulers del:iver*d him to be condemn'd to 
Death, and have crucified him. But we truſted that 
it had been he which ſhould have redeem'd Iſrael: 
And be ſides all this, to Day is the Third Day je 
thoſe things were done; yea, and certain Women alſo 
of our Company made us aſtoniſh'd, which were early 
at the Sepulchre : And when they found not his Boch, 
they came, ſaying, that they had al/o ſeen a Viſion 
„f Angels, which ſaid that be was Alive. Aid ce. 
tain of them which were with ut, went ro the Sf. 


chre, and found it even as the Nomen bad fazd 55 
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them, O Fools | whoſe Hearts are fo wavering in 
be Belief of what the Prophets have foretold, that 
che muſt ſuffer all theſe things, and enter into 
hi: Glory. And he ex plain'd to them all that was 
E ſpoken in the Scriptures concerning him ; begin- 
ning at Moſes, and going through all the Pro- 
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3 bim they ſaw not. From hence JESUS took an 
> Occaſion to reprove their Incredulity, ſaying to 


201 


phets. When they came to Emmaus, the Holy 


© JESUS went on, as if he was going farther, but 

E the two Diſciples importun'd him to ſtay, be- 
E cauſe the Day was far ſpent, The holy JESUS 
E condeſcended to grant their Requeſt, and as he 
fit at Meat with them, he took Bread, bleſs'd 
it, and having broken it, he gave it to them, as 

he had done formerly, whereupon their Eyes 


were open'd, and they knew him; but he imme- 


| diately vaniſh'd out of their Sight. Then they 


were extreamly ſurpr1z.d, and ſaid one to ano- 
ther, Did not our Hearts burn within us, while he 
talked with us in the Way, and while he expounded 
the Scriptures? And inſtantly they aroſe, and re- 
turn'd to Jeruſalem, where they found the Apo- 
ſtles aſſembled, declaring that JESUS was un- 


doubtedly riſen, and had appeared unto Peter. His fourth 


Whereupon, theſe two related what had hap- Apes. 
pen'd in the Way, and how the LORD was made Be e 
known to them by breaking of Bread, Notwith- 
ſanding all this, ſeveral remain'd incredulous, 
and none of theſe ſtupendious Atteſtations could 
eſtabliſh in their Hearts the Certainty of the Re- 
ſurrection. „5 
Blu on the very ſame Day, the Apoſtles be- 
% aſſembled privately, for Fear of the Jews, were „ .... 
ciiconrfing about theſe ſeveral Appearances of 4 ca 
t2tr Maſter; and as they were at Meat, the fauce to 
oer. being ſout, JESUS came, and ſtood in the be Apo- 
1 midſt les. 


Peter. 
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Nobleſt of the Chriſtian Solemnities: (0 1" 


mat... | 


midſt of them, ſaying, Peace be unto you! At 
which the Apoſtles were all extreamly terrifed 
ſuppoiing it had been a Spirit. But JESUS confy. 
ted them by the Philoſophy of their Senſes, by 


feeling his Fleſh and Bones, which Spirits have 
not: For he gave them his Benediction, ſnewing 
them his Hands and his Feet. The Apoſtles were | 
then tranſported with'ſuch Ecſtacies of Joy an! 


Admiration, that they could ſcarce believe whit 


they ſaw, till JESUS ask'd them, whither they 
had any thing to eat? Whereupon they pro. 


duc'd a Piece of a broil d Fiſh, and of an Hony-Con, 
and he eat before them: Not to nouriſh his Body; 


for that being ſpiritualiz'd by his Reſurrection, 


had no Need of ſuch Nutriment; but to confirm 
their Faith, and to give undeniable Probation 
that he was really riſen from the Dead. After 


Supper, he ſaid unto them a ſecond time, Peace 
be unto you, and breathing upon them he ſaid, | 


Receive ye the HOLY G HOST. Wheſoever Sins ye 
remit, they are remitted to them; and mhaſoever 
Sins ye retain, they are retain'd, And that was the 


ſecond Part of Clerical Power, with which IK. 


SUS inſtructed his Diſciples, in order to their 
great Commiſſion of Preaching and Government 


Eccleſiaſtical. And thus ended the ſirſt Day of 
the Week, which in Honour of the Reſurrection, | 


has ever ſince been kept as the Sabbath among 
the Chriſtians. es 


- THIS Day is a moſt ſolemn Feſtival, as ancient 


as the gloriousReſurrection of our Bleſſed LOR . 
The Fathers call it (a) The bright and gjorious 
Day of CHRIS T's riſing from the Dead: Tie 

Holy 


(a) Chriſoſtom. Tom. 5. 
(b) Euſeb, Vit, Conſt. 
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ol and Venerable Day that brought Life into 
E.cWorld: The Great and Holy Sunday: The 
Way in which the Hopes of Eternity were con- 
ma to us: And the Great Day, in which Sal- 
vation was given to the World. We call It x 4 STE * 
isrkn-Dav, from Oeſt which ſignifies Arifing, abe Signi- 
or the Easr 3 and Srak, which imports a Lumi- fication 
Wy from Heaven: And therefore, tis moſt '**rcef. 
emphatically applied to CHRIST and his Re- | 
ſurrection, whoſe Name is the Easr, and whoſe 
E Nature is the bright Morning-SraR. The Eves, 
Tor Vigils of this (a) Feſtival were wont to be om ob- 
celebrated with more than ordinary Pomp and ſerv4d by 
E Splendor ; with ſolemn Watchings, with Mul- e Primi- 
E titudes of lighted Torches, both in the Churches tive Chri- 
and their own private Houſes, ſo as to turn the n. 
Night it ſelf into Day. And this they did (as 

E Netianzen intimates) as a Prodromus, or Fore- 
runner of that ſtupendious Light, even the Sun 
„ Kiolreonſneſs, which the next Day aroſe upon 
the World. This was a Time famous for Works 
of Mercy and Charity; every one both of the 
E Clergy and Laity ſtriving to contribute liberal- 

I to the Poor. Therefore no ſooner did the 
Morning of this Day appear, but Conſtantine us'd 
to ariſe, and in Imitation of the Love and Kind- 
ness of our Bleſſed Redeemer, to beſtow his 
Kicheſt and Nobleſt Gifts, and to diffuſe the In- 
fluences of his Bounty over all Parts of his Em- 
| pire. And his Example herein was followed 


by moſt of his Succeſſors, who us'd upon, this 


| Solemnity, by their Imperial Orders, to cauſe 
A Priſonsto be open d, the Fetters to be knock d 
oft, and the Perſons ſer at Liberty: This they 


thought 
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are 


thought very congruous and ſuitable to this hay. 
py Seaſon, that all Perſons might be enabled t; 
rejoyce at a Time, when we remember the iney. 
hauſtible Fountain of all our Mercies. 
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THE Glorious Reſurrection of the great Re. ho 

deemer of the World, is a Subject ſo vat WM *** 

and immenſe, that i deſerves our hi _ 

8 and immenſe, that it deſerves our higheſt Admi- 5 
| Mane ration, and moſt exalted Praiſe. It is the greateſt Wi 15 
ow Ji. Article of Chriſtianity z the Prop and Pillar of Wi 855 
viour ibe Our Faith, that bears up the whole Body of that = 
Foundation Divine Inſtitution ; and that gives and confirms Wi re 
of Chri- the Credit of whatever our Saviour ſaid or did. 1 


Franity. If he had remain'd in the Grave, it had been 
reaſonable to believe him an ordinary Perſon, | 

and that his Death had been the Puniſhment of 

his Preſumption; but his Reſurrection was the 

moſt Illuſtrious and Convincing Evidence that he 

was what he declared himſelf to be. And there- 

fore, of all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 

it is our moſt ſerious and important Concern 

to be well inform'd, and well aſſur'd of this. 

AND inOrder hereunto, it will be neceſſary 

rſt to conſider what are the eſſential Chars- 

cters and Proprieties of a true Reſurrection. 
1 Now (to make Uſe of the Words of a ver) 
Narbe of Learned Writer) the proper Notion of the Re. 
a proper ſurrection conſiſts in this, that it is a ſubſtantial 
Reſurre- Change, by which that which was before, and 
an; Was 


— 


was corrupted, is re-produc'd the ſame thing 
again. It is ſaid to be a Change, that it may be 
diſtinguiſh'd from a ſecond or new Creation. For 


— ** — 
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it GOD ſhould annihilate a Man or Angel, and 


make the fame Man or Angel out of Nothing, 


toe it were a Reſtitution of the ſame thing, yet 
| were it not properly a Reſurrection, becauſe. it 
js not a Change or proper Mutation, but a pure 
and total Production. This Change is call'd a 
| (ibſtantial Change, to diſtinguiſh it from all ac- 
| cidentil Alterations : He which awaketh from 
| his Sleep, ariſeth from his Bed, and there is a 
 »1eater Change from Sickneſs to Health, but 
neither of theſe is a Reſurrection. It is call 'd a 
| Change of that which was, and hath been cor- 


rupted, becauſe things immaterial and incor- 


| ruptible, cannot be ſaid to riſe again: Reſurre- 
| (tion implying a Re- production, and that which 
| after it was, never was not, cannot be re-pro- 
ducd. Again of thoſe things which are materi- 


al and corruptible, of ſome, the Forms continue 


| and ſubſiſt after the Corruption of the whole, of 
| others not. The Forms of inanimate Bodies, 
| and all irrational Souls, when they are corrup- 
ted, ceaſe to be; and therefore if they ſhould 


be produc'd out of the ſame Matter, yet were 
not this a proper Reſurrection ; becauſe thereby 


| there would not be the ſame Individual which 


was before, but only a Reſtitution of the Species 
by another Individual. But when a rational 
Soul is ſeparated from its Body, which is the 


Corruption of a Man, that Soul ſo ſeperated, 
doth exiſt, and conſequently is capable of Con- 
junction and Re-Union with the Body; and if 


the two be again united by an eſſential and vital 
Union, from whichLife doth neceſſarily flow, then 
doth the ſame Man live, which liv'd before; and 


conſequently 
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proper Diſſolution at his Death, his Soul being 


by the Spear, that fetch'd out Blood and Water 


| „5 — 
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conſequently this Re- union is a perfect and pro. 1 
per Reſurrection from Death to Life, becaſ the 5t 
the ſame individual Perſon, conſiſting of the pulch 
ſame Soul and. Body, which was dead, is now a. are 
live again. 5 5 for a 
HAVING thus conſider'd the true Nature gf de u 
a proper Reſurrection, 'tis eaſy to demonſtrate bad! 
that our Saviour did truly and properly riſe fron on 
the dead. For, that CHRIST had before his pe 
4 OY Death, a proper Life, ariſing from the Union be 
Wed * of Soul and Body, is as certain as his Humanity, WW Han 
Reſurre- Which he demonſtrated in all the Faculties, ad WM Fin 


Wh 
Obe. 
upo 
| ſtim 


Paſſions, and Infirmities, and Neceſſities, con. 
{equent upon, or incident to a mortal Life. And 
then 'tis as certain, that he ſuffer'd a true aud 


really ſeparated, and his Body left without the | 
leaſt Vitality, as our dead Bodies are: This 
plainly appears by the mortal Wound given him 


from his Side: From the Opinion of all the Spe- "= 
ctators, and Satisfaction of his vigilant Enemies: De 
By his yeilding up the Ghoſt ſo publickly, ad e 
by the Diſpoſure of his Body as a proper Corps: WR "© 
Nay, his Death is atteſted by his very Enemies. 10 
Tacitus a Pag an relates that he ſuffer d under n. ws 
tius Pilate. And the Jews to this Day, are ſo un- 5 
happy as to boaſt of their being the Cauſes of his R 
Crucifixion, and call him by a Name that is the e 
Mark of his Puniſhment. So that his Death was : 
plain and unqueſtionable; from which if ever : 
he return'd, it muſt conſequently be by a true a 
and certain Reſurrection. And that he did a 
truly and certainly return, and that the ane : 
Soul was re- united to the ſame Body, we are al- 
ſured by all the moſt unexceptionable Teſtimonies 
that any Matter of Fa& can poſſibly be capade | 

| | t 01: 


| of, For, at his Reſurrection, the Diſciples find © 
| the Stone roll'd away from the Mouth of his Se- 
| pulchre, and no Body therein, altho' it was“ 
E narded by Soldiers, ſo that it was impoſſible 
bor any Body to ſteal him away. Afterwards 
be was ſeen alive, by thoſe very Perſons who 
had before ſeen him dead. And that it was his 
on Body, and no aerial Phantaſm, evidently 
appears by what he did to convince St. Thomas, 
ho would not believe, unleſs he might put his 
Hand into the Hole of his Side, and ſee the 
print of the Nails that pierced his Hands, to 
| which our Saviour readily condeſcended. More- 
| over, none of the Apoſtles were eaſily wrought 
upon to believe this Truth. For when the Te- 
ſtimony of the Angels aſſur'd them that he was 
| riſen, they were not over credulous, being ſuſ- 
| pended between Hopes and Fears: And at his 
| firſt Appearance, they were vehemently ſurpri- 
| ſd, ſuſpecting him to be a Spirit, or walking 
| Ghoſt, till he was pleaſed to give them ocular 
| Demonſtration that it was he himſelf. He ap- 
| peald to the Judgment of their Senſes, Handle 
ve, and ſee (ſaith he) for à Spirit hat! not Fleſh 
2 Bones as you ſee me have: (Luke 24. 39.) And 
| aiterwards more fully to ſatisfy their yet ſcru- 


l— 


. 
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by 


pulous Minds, he eat and drank in the midſt of 


| them. (ver. 43.) And till as a farther Confirma- 


tion of this Matter, he appear'd to them not once 
or twice, but many times, and not ſuddenly as 
a Flaſh of Lightning that preſently vaniſheth, but 
convers'd familiarly for forty Days. So that 
conlidering all theſe Circumſtances, tis beyond 


all Contradiction, that from the Beginning of 


the World to this Day, there never was any 
»latter of Fact more ſufficiently and credibly 
teltified, than this of the ReſurreQion of the 
ver bleſſed JESUS. BEING 


— 


CoxsipkaATIONs 


3 Mi 


By what BEING thus fully aſſur'd that our Saviour roſ 


Power - from the dead, it concerns us next to enquir 
ſe. into that Power, by Virtue whereof this won- 
derful Work was effected. The Principal Cauſe 
was GOD himſelf; for no other Power but that 

which is omnipotent can raiſe the Dead. It is 
an Act beyond the Activity of any Creature, and 
unproportionate to the Power of any finite A- 
gent: And as we cannot hope after Death, to 
riſe to Life again, without the Activity of an 


infinite and irreſiſtible Power; no more dd 


CHRIST himſelf, who was no otherwiſe raisd 
than by an eminent Act of GOD's Omnipoten- 
cy: This is excellently ſer forth by the Apoſtle, 
in fo high an Exaggeration of Expreſſions, as | 


think is ſcarce to be parallell'd in any Author, 


That we may know what is the exceeding Greatneſs if 
his Power to us-ward who believe, according to the 
working of the Might of his Power, which he wrougit 
in C HRIST, woven he rais d him up from the Dead, 
(Eph. f. 19.) From hence we, may perceive that 
the Reſurrection of CHRIST is attributed to 
_ GOD the Father; but at the ſame time we muſt 
allow, that the eternal Son of GOD Is of the 
ſame Eſſence, and conſequently of the fame 
Power with the Father, and therefore we may 
depend upon it that CHRIST by his omnipotent 


Agency rais'd himſelf: This is conſonant to what 


our Saviour had predicted, when he faid, De- 


ftroy this Temple (meaning the Temple of his 


Body) and in three Days, I will raiſe it up. (Joh2. 
19.) For CHRIST being equal to the Father, 4 
touching his GOD- Head, tho inferiour to him 4 
touching his Man hood, was able by his Power Di- 
vine, to raiſe himſelf from the Grave. And 
therefore our Apoſtle obſerves (Rom. I. 4: 


That he was declar'd re he the Son of GOD with 
e 


Power, according to the Spirit of FHolineſe, by the 
| Reſurrection from the Dead. 


| furreQion of his Body, being the Earneſt a 
| Aflurance that Ours alſo ſhall be rais'd. For as Farneſtof 
in Adam all Die, ſo in CHRIST ſball all be made gur Re- 
Alive; Immortality being deriv'd from the One, ſurrection 
| 35 Mortality is from the Other. And there- 
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AND now to ſum up briefly (in the Language 


of anElegant and Learned Writer) what is compre- 
| hended in the Doctrine of our Saviour's Reſurre- 
| tion from theDead ; we may depend on this as a 
| Truth of infinite Certainty, and abſulute Neceſ- 
| ty, That the Son of GOD, who was Crucified, 
and Died for our Sins, did not long continue in 


the State of Death, but by his Infinite Power did 


revive and raiſe himſelf, by re-uniting the ſame 

| Soul which was ſeperated, to the ſame Body 

| which was buried, and ſo roſe the fame Man, 
And this he did the Third Day from his Death: The Time 
d that Dying on Friday the Sixth Day of the & bie Re- 
Week, the Day of the Preparation of the Sa- furrection 
| bath, and reſting in the Grave the Sabbath. Day; 
on the Morning on the Firſt Day of the Week, 

| hereturn'd unto Life again, and thereby conſe- 

| crated the Weekly Revolution of that Firſt Day 


to a Religious Obſervation, until his Coming a- 


| gain. = 
| NOW is CHRIST riſen frem the Dead, and The Re- 
| become the firſt Fruits of them that ſtept; the Re- ſurrection 


* 


4 our Sa- 
nd viour an 


fore, our Saviour calls himſelf, the Reſurrection 


and the Life ; For if he were not the Life, the 
| Dead could never live; and if he were not the 


Reſurrection, they could never riſe: And hence 
he is ſtil d, The Hir ſt- Born from the Dead, and we, 
The Sons of the Reſurrection. (Col. 1. 18.) So that 
all Men may be aſſur'd they ſhall Riſe, becauſe 
CHRIST 1s RisxN, But for the farther Confir- 

0 muuation 
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mation of our Faith in this Matter, let us conſider 


thoſe Circumſtances which will render the Do. thehr 

Arine of the Reſurrection beyond ail Poſſibility iſtenc 

of Contradiction. (a) That GOD whoſe Under. tent F 

The Do- ſtänding is Infinite, knoweth all the Men which WWF to hi: 

grine of ever liv'd ſince the Foundation, or ſhall live un- be as 
the Reſur- to the Diſſolution of the World. Every Parti- 
rection of cle in our Body, every Duſt and Atome which 
o Bodies pelongeth to us, is known to him that made s. 
confirmed. . 1 
1 He which numbreth the Sands of the Sea, know- WE 


eth all the ſcatter'd Bones, ſeeth into all the 
Graves and Tombs, ſearcheth all the Repoſito- 
ries and Dormitories in the Earth, xnoweth what 
Duſt belongeth to each Body, and what Body to 
cach Soul. Again, as his All- ſeeing Eye obſer- 
veth every Particle of diſſolved and corrupted 
Man, fo doth he alſo ſee and know all Ways and 
Means by which theſe ſcatter'd Parts ſhould be 
United; by which this ruined Fabrick ſhall be 
recompenſed : He knoweth how every Bone 
ſhould be brought to its Neighbouring Bone, 
and how every Sinew may be re-imbroider'd on 
it : He nnderſtandeth likewiſe what are the 
proper Parts to be conjoined, and what is the 
proper Gluten by which they may become Uni- 
ted. So that the Parts of the Body of Man, 
howſoever they are ſcatter'd, or whereſoever 
lodg'd, are within the Knowledge and Power 
of GOD, and can have to Repugnancy by their 
Separation to be re-united when and how he 
pleaſeth. The firit Duſt of which Man was 
made, was as far from being Fleſh, as any Aſhes 
now, or Duſt can be; it was only an Omnipo- 
tent Power, which could mould that into a Hu- 
| | E mane 
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mane Body, and breath into the Noſtrils of it 
theBreath of Life. And therefore, as our firſt Ex- 
iſtence was only a real Echo to GOD's Omnipo- 
tent Hat, ſo will our Return into Exiſtence be 
to his Almighty Surge. For it muſt certainly 
be as eaſy to that Infinite Power by which all the 
World was made, to reduce all our ſcatter'd 
Atoms into one Maſs again, and to re- organize 
them into a Humane Body, and re-unite that 
Body to its Ancient Soul, as it was at firſt to 


Create this great Machine. And he who at the 
E firſt Creation could ſeparate the confus'd Maſs of 


Matter, into ſo many diſtin& Kinds and Spec:es 
of Beings, can doutbleſs, at the General Reſur- 
retion, as eaſily ſeparate the ſame Matter into 
its diſtinct and ſeveral Individuals. So that we 
may depend upon the Doctrine of the Reſurre- 


ction, as a Truth of Infinite Certainty, eſpeci- 


ally when we conſider, how the Day dies into a 


Night, and riſes again the next Morning: Ho- 


the Summer dies into a Winter, and revives a- 
gain out of an annual Spring. How the Corn 
by which we live, is buried in the Earth, in Or- 
der to revive and multiply: Our Bodies are fed 
with this conſtant Experiment, and we continue 
this preſent Life by aSucceſſion of ReſurreCtions! 
And is it poſſible for us then to believe that Man, 
the Lord of the Lower World, ſhould never 
riſe again ? Is it imaginable that GOD ſhould 
thus reſtore all Things to Man, and not reſtore 
Man to himſelf ? No certainly; when the Trum- 


pet of the Arch-Angel ſhall ſound the Univerſal 


Jubilee, and call forth the Dead from their Re- 
ceptacles; all the ſcatter d Relicks of our Mor- 
lity will de Collected, in Order to their be- 
ing redintegratedinto Humane Bodies, and re- 


informed with their Primitive Sonls. 
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Conclu- 
fon. 


each other with any Comfort again after their 


a ſurprizing Beauty, in Order to live for ever | 


That now being made free from Sin, and be- 


ſhall in the twinkling of an Eye, be raisd with | 
a moſt Refulgent Brightneſs, by the Concur- | 


Bleſſed and Glorified Soul, it will doubtleſs 


ever to partake of the Mcrits of our Bleſſed Sa- 


—— — 


AND now npon the whole Matter : as we 
ever hope that the Soul and Body ſhould meet 


Separation; it highly concerns us, to live while 
they are now together, in the ſtricteſt Obſer. 
vance of Piety and Virtue, which is the only 
Principle of a Glorious Reſurrection, Happy 
is that Man, whoſe whole Life is a ſhining Re. 
preſentation of the Graces and Virtues of hi 
Bleſſed Redeemer ! Such a-Perſon will riſe from 
the Dead with an Angelical Glory in his Coun- 
tenance; He will ſpring out of the Duſt with 


and flouriſh in Immortal Youth ! The Body 
which is now exceeding Weak and Infirm, | 
liable to Innumerable Paſſions and Difeaſes, | 


rence of an Infinite Power ! For when this | 
dull Matter comes to be re-animated with a | 


derive from it an inconceivable Splendour; 
eſpecially when our Saviour himſelf ſhall co- 
operate to Change this Vile Body, that it may | 
be faſhiond like unto his Glorious Body, accor- | 
ding to the mighty Working whereby he is able to 
ſubdue all Things to himſelf, Wherefore, as | 
we value our Everlaſting Happineſs, or hope 


viour's Reſurrection, let us begin on this 
Great Feſtival to rife from the Death of Sin, 
unto the Life of Righteouſueſs; to purify our In- 
tentions from all finiſter Aims, and ſubdue our 
bad Inclinations to Reſolutions of Obedience : 


eome Servants unts GOD, we may have onr 
Fruit unto Helmeſs, and the End Everlaſting 
Life. The 
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CY MOST Powerful, moſt Glorious Saviour and 
| Redeemer JESUS who for my Sake didſt de- 
ſcend from the Pleaſures of Heaven, to the Pains and 
Labours of the Earth, and didſt paſs from a painful 
Life to an ignominious Death; from the Bitterneſs of 
Death, to the Darkneſs of the Grave; and by thy 
DivinePower didſt raiſe thine Immaculate Body from 
Death to Life again, I give thee moſt humble and 
hearty Thanks, for thine Infinite aud Inconceivable 
Love to me, and all Mankind: I acknowledge thee 
tn be my LORD, and confeſs thee to be my G0 D; I 
adore thy Majeſty, and rejoice in thy Mercies; Tex- 
alt in thy marvellous Condeſcention, and boundleſs 
Benevolence, who haſt not only died for my Sins, but 
riſen again for my Juſtification. O moſt mighty Sa- 
iour | be thou ever praiſed and adored by every Crea- 
ture, in Heaven 1 ng and in the Earth beneath, 
for Great art thou, and canſt not worthily be Praiſed. 
0 thou ever Refulgent Beauty of the Majeſty above! 
Thou Brighteſt Beam of everlaſting Light | Thou 
| Life by whoſe Genial Influence every Living Crea- 
ture ſubſiſts | Thou Light from whoſe Reflection eve- 
ry thing ſhines! and from the Communications of 
| whoſe Rays it is, that Thouſands of Millions of Thou- 
ſands of Glorious Spirits preſcrue the Reſplendent 
Brightneſs ſhed by thee upon them ! and all the glit- 
tering Hoſts of Heaven ſtand round about the Throne 
of thy Glory, ever ſince Time was! O do thou make 
me Partaker of the Merits of thy Reſurrettion ! 
Haſten, I beſeech thee, that lons-wiſid-for Day, 
wherein I ſhall enter into the bliſsful Manſions of thy 
Heavenly Dwelling, and vehold with Joy kſpcakabie 
ine Majeſty of my Triumphant Keacemer, And in 
0 3 | the 
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the mean time, I moſt humbly entreat thee, to Grant 
me thy aſſiſting Grace, that I may from henceforth 
conſecrate my ſelf devoutly, and entirely to thy Ser. 


vice. Grant that my ſenſual Affections may alway; 


continue in-Subſervience to my Reaſonable Mind; ſuf. 
fer not the treacherous and even afflitting Proſperities 
of the World to emaſculate my Soul, nor the Profitable 


 Adverſities of it to diſt urb or confound my Purſuit of 


Eternal Rewards, But make me regardleſs of all - 
ther Objects but thee alone, that ſo after a Holy and 


Religions Life ſpent in doing Honour to thee, J may 


be Partaker of thy Holy Reſurrection, paſſing from 


Death to Life; from the Darkneſs of the Grave, to 
the Light of Heaven; 


the Perfection of Holineſs ;, in thy Kingdom of Glory, 


O moſt Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer JESUS! 
Amen. 


—— — — — 
— — 


The ColLECr. 


\ LMIGHTY GOD ! who through thine only be- 
gotten Son JESUS CHRIST, haſt overcome 


Death, and open d unto us the Gate of Everlaſting 


Life: I humbly beſeech thee, that as by thy ſpecial 


Grace preventing me, thou doſt put into my Mind 
good Deſires; fo by thy continual Help, I may bring 


the ſame to good Effect, thro' JESUS CHRIST out 


LORD ; who liveth and reigneth with Thee, and the 
HOLY GHOST, ever one GOD, World without 


End. Amen. 


uPON 


from an imperfect Duty, to | 


| Morning 
Mornings I. Leſſ. 
Plal. prop. | Deut. 10. 
& 15, 21 . u pg N © mp ; 
NANG Alcenli n⸗Day. e. 
108. ' | 2King.2. 
| \ ILEph. 4. 


toV.17. 


ORTY Days being the Time pre-deſign'd 

for our LORD's Continuance upon Earth 
after his Reſurrection, for the Manifeſtation of 
hinſelf, and preparing of the Apoſtles for their 
future Employment. And theſe Days being 
expir'd, the Apoſtles according to Order, with 
ſome other ſelect Friends, return'd to Jeruſalem, 
and there Aſſembled themſelves privately. At, .< 
which Seaſon the Holy JESUS appear'd to them, art het 
to take his laſt Fare-well. And therefore told Appearance 
them, that they were the Perſons, whom he to bs Diſ- 
had choſen to be Witneſſes both of his Death eiples. 
and Reſurrection; a Teſtimony which they 
ſhould bear to him in all Parts of the World: 
In Order to which, he would after his AsckN- 
$10N, pour out his Spirit upon them, in larger 
Meaſures than they had hitherto received, that 
they might be the better fortify'd to grapple 
with that violent Rage and Fury wherewith 
both Men and Devils would endeavour to cp- 
poſe them; and that in the mean Time, they 
ſnould return to Jeruſalem, and ſtay till thoſe 
miraculous Powers were from on high conferr'd 
upon them. His Diſcourſe bcing ended, he led 
zul the Company out of the City unto Bethany, 

| 4 : 
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a little Village upon the Mount of Olives; and 
this being the Time wherein the bleſſed JESUS 
was to receive the Glorious Reward of all his 
Humility and Afflictions, and be far exalte 
above every Creature in Heaven and Earth, he 
firſt laid his Hands upon his Diſciples, and gave 
them his ſolemn Bleſſing: After which, he was 
immediately taken from them, and being attended 
with an Iluſtrious Guard and Train of Angels, 
was receiv'd in the moſt Triumphant Manner, 
into the Ineffable Glories of Heaven, where he 
fits on the Right Hlaud of G OD, where he is ad- 
vanced to the utmoſt Height of Bliſs and Glory 
that it is pollible for a Mortal to expreſs or 
conceive ; where He is ſet far above all Princi- 
pality and Power; where he is ſerved and 
ador'd, as the only Potentate under GOD the 
Father; throughout all the Heavenly World; 
where he is worihiped and celebrated by Cheri- 
bin and Seraphin, by Arch- Angels and Angel.; 
where he is extoll'd in the Songs of the Pari 
erchs and Prophets; the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts; 
the Confeſſors and Martyrs; and where his Name 
is reſonnded with everlaſting Praiſes and Halle- 
Iujahs throughout all the vaſt Choir of rhe Spi- 
Tit; of jut Men made perfect: And in a Word, 
where he hath all Power given him in Heaven 
and Earth, and to his all-commanding Will 


the whole Aſſembly of the Bleſſed pay a read | 
Obedience. For thus the Scripture declares, 


that upon his AsckNsiox, he was veſted with 
new Dominion over the Angelical World, ſo 
we are told (1 Pet. 3: 22.) that it was upon his 
going into Heaven, and ſitting down at the Right. 
Hand of GOD, that Angels and Authorities, and 
Powers were made ſubject anto him. And again, 
(Epheſ. 25. 21.) that GOD raid him from toe 
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Dead, and ſet him at his own Right Hand in Hea- 

venly Places, far above all Principality and Power, 

and Might and Dominion, Ci. e.) above all An- 

gels of what Rank and Quality ſoever; and eve- 

j Name that is nam d, not only in this World, but 

alſo in that which is to come. But while our Savi- 

our was Aſcending by Degrees into the Manſions 

of Bliſs and Glory, his Diſciples look'd after 

him with no ſmall Surprize and Aſtoniſnment, 
nd as ſoon as they had loſt the Sight of him, 3% Dif 
two Angels appear'd to them in Glorious Veſt- — | 
meats, and ſaid, Te Men of Galilee, why ſtand 5 


Ont | % % #4 by rw0 
je looking up into Heaven This TESUS which is ta- Angels. 
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ten ip from you into Heaven, ſhall ſo come, in like It 
Manner, as ye have ſeen him go into Heaven; 
(Ads 1. 10, 11.) That is, viſibly, and with the 
ſame Body; when he ſhall appear in the Clouds, 
with great Glory and Majeſty. Upon this, the 
Diſciples were fill'd with a greater Sence of his 
Glory and Majeſty, then while he was wont fa- 
miliarly to converſe with them; And having 
perform'd their ſolemn Adorations to him, they 
return'd back to Feraſalem, waiting for the Pro- 
miſe of the HOLY GHOST, which was ſhort- 
ly aſter conferr'd upon them: For ſo the Scrip- 
ture ſays, That they worſhipp'd him, and return'd to 
Jeruſalem with great Joy.(Luke24.52.)They who 
were lately over-whelm'd with Sorrow at the 
Mention of their LORD's Departure from them, 
entertain'd it now with Joy and Triumph, being 
fully ſatisfied of his Glorious Advancement at 
GOD's Right Hand, and of that particular Care 
and Providence which they were ſure he would 
exerciſe towards them, in Purſuance of thoſe 
creat Truſts he had committed to them. 
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Fro ) ConsIDERATIONS Goſpel, 


Mark 16. 


8 FOR from 
Ver. 2 Ver. 14. to 


to 12. ASC ENSITION-DA v. the Et 


IEE Asckxstox of our Bleſſed Saviour and 


Redeemer JESUS, is a Truth of that vaſt 


Importance, that it is hardly conceivable howour | 

Ie Neceſ. Religion can ſubſiſt without it. For if he had been | 
f tty of our excluded the Divine Preſence, there had been 
Saviour's juſt Cauſe to ſuſpect that Anger bad been ſtill re- 
ASCEN- maining in GOD's Breaſt ; but his Admiſſion in- | 
SION. to Heaven is an infallible Teſtimony that G00 
is reconciled. Our Bleſſed Saviour in his Suffe- } 
rings was number'd among Tranſgreſſors; he | 
died as a guilty Perſon, not only in Reſpect of 
the Calumnies of Men, but the Curſe of the Law., 
aud the Wrath of GOD, which then appear'd } 
inexorable againſt Sin: But having overcome 
Death, and broke through the Weight of the 
Law, and retir'd to his Father, he made appa- 
rent the Innocency of his Righteous Perſon, and 
that a compleat Righteouſneſs is acquir'd by his 
Sufferings, ſufficient to juſtify all that ſhall truly } 
accept of it. Moreover, the AsckNSsIOx of the 
Holy JESUS was abſolutely neceſſary for his 
ſending down the Gift of the HOLY GHOST. 
The Bleſſed Apoſtles had never preach'd the } 
Goſpel, had they not been endued with Power ? 
from above; but none of that Power had they 
received, if the HOLY GHOST in a Miracu- | 
lous Manner had not deſcended : And the HOLY! 
GHOST had not come down, except our Sa i- 
onr had AscenveD firſt. For he himſelf when 
he was to depart from his Diſciples, grounded 
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the Neceſſity of his Departure upon the Cer- 
tainty of this Truth, ſaying, If I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you: But if I depart, 
| [mill ſend him unto you. (John 16.6.) And be- 
ſdes this, our Bleſſed Saviour went to prepare 
15a Place alſo with himſelf in Heaven; it being 
only by the Virtue of his Ascexston, that any 
Man ever did or ever ſhall come thither ; by 
whom alone, the Kingdom of Heaven is open d to 
all. Believers. „„ 
NOW the Manner of our Saviour'sAscRNSION, is The Mau- 
differently expreſs'd in the Account hereof tranſ- ner of our 
mitted to us by ſeveral of the inſpir'd Writers. Saviour-s 
It being ſaid, He was received up: And He As- "5" oj 
cenDED : And He was carried up: And He went 7 
into Heaven: All implying the ſame Thing, to in- 
form us, that this Remove was by a proper Lo- 
cal Motion, (as one very well obſerves) not of 
his Divinity (which poſſeſſes all Places, and there- 
fore being every where, is not ſubject te thelmper- 
fection of removing any whither) but of his Hu- 
manity, which was ſo in one Place, that it was not 
in another: So that the Only - begotten and Eternal 
Son of GOD, who by his Divinity was preſent 
in the Heavens while he was on Earth, did by a 
local Tranſlation of his Humane Nature, really 
and truly Asczxp from the Earth below on which 
he liv'd, into the Heavens above; by which, 
that Body which was before locally preſent 
here onEarth,and was not ſo then preſent inHea- 
ven, became ſubſtantially preſent in Heaven, and 
no longer locally preſent on Earth. And there- 
fore, we may briefly conclude, that the Holy 
JESUS according to his Humanity, was really 
and truly tranſlated from theſe Parts below, 
unto the Heavens above; which is a proper Lo- 
Cal ASCENSION. E 
BUT 
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) | 3 0 b ; - ; 4 ; — — 
; be Place BUT as to the Place (2) into which our Sari. „ceiv'd 
into wbich 


| & our Asctnvep, tis ſaid to be Heaven in the moſt ; 
| 2 Lon Emphatical Senſe of that Word, as ſignifying, while 1 
ED. The moſt Glorious Place of GOD's Reſidence, | 

| where he eſpecially exerts both his ſuperlatiye | 

| Majeſty and Goodneſs ; being the Light which u and Sig 

Man can approach unto; wherein He who only hath | 

' Immortality dwelleth; and at whoſe Right Hani WM belides 
| are Pleaſures for evermore. When therefore | 
| CHRIST is faid to have AscENDED into Heaver, Recept 
} | we muſt underſtand thereby the Heaven of Ha. Wl thote k 
| vens, or the higheſt Heaven, where the Majeſty WM who fa 
of GOD is moſt Reſplendent ! For whatſoever ven, v 


Heaven is higher than all the Reſt, which are Wl to infe 
call d Heavens: Whatſoever Sanctuary is Holier, Eyes © 
than all which are called Holies: Whatſoerer him n' 

Place is of greateſt Dignity in all thoſe Courts ſur'd 

above, into that Place did he Ascenv, where in WM that t. 

the Splendor of his Deity he was before he took from 
upon him our Humanity. e 7g. 

The Cer THE Certainty of our Saviour's Ascenson Tran 
taimy of we have ratified by the Teſtimony of thoſe un- thror 
our Sa- exceptionable Witneſſes that reported his the C 
ASCEN Reſurrection, who were likewiſe informd ven e 
SON. of it by Ocular Demonſtration. And as WM tte) 
none could doubt of his being Alive after his A 
Death (as 1 have plainly ſhew'd in the preced- | As 

ing Diſcourſe upon Eaſter- Day) ſo were all aſ- Vas 

ſur'd of his Ascexszon, which they ſaw with MW 00! 


their own Eyes: For while the Holy JESUS dein 
bleſſed them, he parted from them: And while WW "i: 
they beheld, he was taken up, and a Cloud | Righ 


re- the! 
| Per 
| Col 


travit Cœlos. 
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uceiv'dd him out of their Sight; (Luke 24. 
605 51.) And fo he was carried up into Heaven, 
while they looked ſteadfaſtly towards Heaven as be 
m4 (Acts 1. 9, 10.) Thus was our Saviour's 
AScent0N Viſibly perform'd in the Preſence 
and Sight of the Apoſtles, for the Confirmation 
of the Reality and the Certainty thereof. And 
beſides this, there was added the Teſtimony of 
two Angels, who ſatisfied the Apoſtles of his 
Reception into Heaven: And no Doubt but 
thoſe Bleſſed Inhabitants of the Heavenly Choir, 
who ſaw the Face of our Bleſſed Saviour in Hea- 
yen, were able to deliver ſuch Intelligence, and 
to inform whither our LORD went, when the 
Eyes of his Beholders here below could diſcern 
him no longer. So that we may be infallibly aſ- 
ſurd by Teſtimonies Hnmane and Angelical, 
that the Holy and Eternal JESUS, after he roſe 
from the Dead, did with the ſame Soul and Bo- 
dy with which he Roſe, by a true and local 
Tranſlation, convey himſelf from the Earth, 
through all the Regions of the Air, through all 
the Celeſtial Orbs, until he came unto the Hea- 
ven of Heavens, the moſt Glorious Preſence of 
the Majeſty of GOD. = 

AND now *tis to be conſider'd, That the 
AscENSION of our _— HOW rev Saviour, 
was in Order to his Seſſion at the Right Hand o 
GOD, the Father Almighty. The Exprellol 5", og 
being metaphorical, obligeth us to Conſider 
what we are to underſtand, both by GOD's 
Right-Hand, and what by CHRIS T's ſitting 
there, For GOD being a Spirit (as a Learned 
| Perſon obſerves) can have no Material or 

Corporeal Parts; and conſequently as he 

bath no Body, ſo in a Proper Senſe can have 
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no (a) Hands at all: But becauſe GOD is plez. 
ſed to condeſcend to our weak Capacity; and 
not to ſpeak by the Mouths of Men, but alſo, 
after the Manner of Men, he expreſſeth that 
which is in him, by ſome Analogy with that 


| which belongs to us. The Hands of Man, are THE 
thoſe Organical Parts which are moſt Active Ws” * 
| and Executive of our Power; by thoſe the Cd 
Strength of our Body is expreſs'd, and moſt of Wi our 
| our Natural and Artificial Actions are per. our Beh 
| form'd by them. From whence the Power of Wn fac 
5 GOD, and the Exertion or Execution of that etuatt 
Power is ſignified by the Hand of GOD. Ac. Wt") 
j cordingly, St. Luke emphatically expreſſes it, Mee 4 
Hereafter ſhall the Son of Man fit on the Right WM" all t 
; , Hand of the Power of GOD, (Luke 22. 69.) The erat 
Right Hand of GOD, is likewiſe the Place of WM * 
k Celeſtial Happineſs and perfect (b) Felicity; tet 
; according to that of the Pſalmiſt, In thy Preſenc: | ſalent 
0 16 Fulneſs of Joy, and at thy Ripht- Hand are Plea end 4 
1 OO ſures for evermore. As to our Saviour's ſitting at WM | Blc 
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the Right- Hand of GOD, we muſt not look up- 
on it as ſignifying any peculiar Inclination or 
Flexion, any determinate Location or Poſition 
of the Body, but to be in Heaven with Perma- 
nence of Habitation, and Happineſs of Conditi - 
on; where reſting from all Pains and Sorrows, 
he ĩs ſeated free from all Diſturbance and os , 

ition 1 
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1 (q) Credimus etiam quod ſedet ad DextramDei Patris. * 
i | Nec ideo tamen quaſi Humana Forma circumſcriptum IMF .. 
| eſſeDeumPatrem arbitrandum eſt, ut de illo cogitantibus Pitic 
Dextrum aut Siniſtrum latus Animo occurrat. S. 4% Cra 
de Fide & Symb. | WM ic | 


(b) Ad Dextram intelligendum eſt dium eſſe in Summa | we! 
Beatitudine, ubi Juftitia & Pax & Gaudium eft. 8. 
Aug. de Fide G Symbe 
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(tion; Far above all Principality and Power, and 
alt, and Dominion: All Things being put under 

\;; Feet, and he given to be the Head over all Things, 
implying all that is Good and Excellent, in 
the moſt Eminent Degree of Glorification. 

THE End and Deſign of our Bleſſed Saviour's 
geſſon at the Right- Hand of GOD, is his moſt The End 
Gracious Interceſſion. Which is a ſolemn Addreſs 8 = . 
our Bleſſed Saviour to GOD the Father ing 
zur Behalf ; wherein by preſenting to him his“ 
own ſacrific'd Body, and by continuing and per- 
ictuating the Preſentation of it, he doth effe- 
ally move and ſollicite him graciouſly to Re- 
ceire and Accept our Prayer; and to beſtow on 
is all thoſe Graces and Favours, which in Con- 
ſderation of his Sacrifice GOD hath promiſed 
tous. And by thus preſenting his facrific'd Bo- 

(y to the Father, he intercedes for us more pre- 
ſalently, than if he us'd all the Eloquence of Men 
:nd Angels. For his Wounds are Vocal, and 
tis Blood ſpeaks, yea, and not only ſpeaks bet- 
ter Things for us than the Blood of Abel ſpoke, 
but alſo expreſſes what it ſpeaks, far more Pow- 
I crtully and Emphatically, than tis poſſible for 
. a verbal Oratory to do. So that by the Pre- 
j. keting to his Father his wounded Body (which 
„ WO cries with it an Inexhauſtible Fountain of Re- 
> blieious Rhetorick and Perſwaſion) he makes the 
n MW nf Moving and Pathetical Interceſſion for us; 
dhe ſull Force and Emphaſis of which, no Lan- 
euage can expreſs, or Thought conceive ! He 
„ breſents his ſacrificed Body to his Father as a 
n WM anding Motive to prevail with him to be Pro- 
1s “bitious to us, and to crown us with all thoſe 
. races and Favours in Conſideration of which 
e laid down his Life for us. So that now all 
, de have to do, is, to return to GOD by an un- 
feign'd 
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feign'd Repentance, which if we do, he fant; 
engagd to undertake our Cauſe ; and what 
may we not expect from the Patronage of f 


ſoever our paſt Sins are, his Intereſt in Heaven 
Is far greater: How loud and clamorous ſoever 
our paſt Provocations are, his Blood and Wounds 


geance upon us, his Interceſſions do far more 


the Propitiation for our Sins; and not for ours only, 


Effects of his Indignation againſt Repenting Sin- 
ners. And therefore, the Apoſtle bids us Look 


* 


„ 


Great and Powerful a Mediator? For how great 


are far louder : And how importunately ſoerer 
our paſt Guilts may Imprecate the Divine Ven- 


importunately and prevalently Deprecate it. 
And fo if we Repent, we have no Reaſon to 
Queſtion Pardon and Forgiveneſs at GOD'; 
Hands; if we perſevere to the End in well. do- 
ing, we have no Cauſe to doubt of his Crown- 
ing us with Eternal Happineſs, than we have to 
diſtruſt our preſent Being and Exiſtence. For, 
If any Man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, JESUS CHRIST the Righteous, and he i; 


but for the Sins of the whole World. (1 John 2. 2.) 
He diſarms the Anger of GOD, and hinders the 


unto JESUS, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith; 


who for the Joy that was ſet before him, endur d the 


Croſs, deſpis'd the Shame, and is ſat down on the | 
Rights Hand of the Throne of the Majeſty on Higb. 


The 


The PRAVER. 


The PRAVER. 


' 0 Victorious Conqueror of Hell and Death! Moſt 


Mighty King of Glory! who haſt AscRNHE 


4 with great Triumph unto thy Kingdom in Heaven, and 
fette enthron'd at the Right Hand of thy Eternal Fa- 
E ther Grant, I moſt humbly beſeech Thee, that all my 
E Deſires and Endeavours may make up directly to that 
E Bliſsful Place, whither I moſt firmly believe Thee to 
E have gone Forty Days after thy Reſurrection. That 
| wothing but my Body may be detain d any longer in this 
Valley of Miſery here below; but my Soul and all its 
Huculties may be with Thee: That where my beſt,, my 
moſt valuable Treaſure is, there my Heart may be 
| alſo, For what, O Bleſſed Saviour! can be more 
F Delightful and Deſireable, amidſt the Darkneſs and 
Diſtreſſes of this Afflicting ſinful Life, than to look up 
to the ſweet Enjoyment bf Thee my GOD *? than to 
Ascvp in my Mind and Affections to thoſe Glorious 
| Habitations, where true Joys are to be found? Oh, 
| that my Sins were blotted out! my Pardon ſeal d! 
that I might be admitted without Spot or Corruption 
into the Tranſporting Delights of that Bliſsful Place; 
| that I might behold the Refulgent Count enanc: of 


Thee my Saviour, and receive a Crown at the Hand 


| of my Merciful Judge, For, Oh, how Happy ſhall 


be] How Exquiſitely, how Inceſſantly Happy | if 
when this Body crumbles into Duſt, I ſhall be enter- 
tain'd with that Cœleſtial Harmony, and hear the 
Hymns of Praiſe to their Eternal King, which 
Troops of Angels and Saints inn:merable are ever 


| ſinging in full Conſort ? How Happy fall The when 


hall make one in that Holy Choir, aud vchold the 
Majeſtick Preſence of my Maker, with the Spirits 
of Juſt Men made perfect? When I fnall ſee Thee 

5 P my 


* 


e 8 


| my pre ſent Circumſtances are qualiſied; that though | 


Heaven, and there alſo may be my Portion and In. 


(RANT, I beſecch Thee, Almighty GOD ! that | 


One 0D, World without End. Amen. 


Ihe Corrfcr. 
* 5 — end 3 


my bleſſcd Redeemer Face to Face, and approach 104 
unſpeakably Bright, and as yet Inacceſſible Ligii 
which flows from the Sun of Righteouſneſs ? I; the 
wean while, O Bleſſed JESUS! I moſt hrmbly be. | 
ſcech Thee, Grant me thy Aſſiſt ar ce, that while [ ſos | 
journ in this Mortal Body, I may do all for which | 


I walk upon the Earth, yet my Converſation may be in iſ 


heritance for ever, through thy Merits and Interciſ. 
ſion, O moſt Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer FESUS, | 
Amen. 1 


1 2 - —— <> ——__ 


—— * 3 


The ColLECr. 


'— like as I do believe thy only begotten Son ouc | 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, to have Aſcended into the | 
Heavens; ſo I may alſo in Heart and Mind thithe: 9 
Aſcend, and with him continually dwell, who liveth 9 
and reigneth with Thee, and the HOLY GHOST, 9 


8 Morning. 
| 5 | 
Morning 3 Deut. 16. 
pſal. prop. UPON - Ito v. 18. 
48. 68. | 4 2 
| | X | Av v. 34. 
| CUhitſundapy. 2 Evening. | 
Etening. | I. Leſſ. 
| 104, 145. | | | La. 11. 
8 5 } II. Add. 19 


Cto v. 21. 


1 Holy JESUS being gone to Heaven, the 
{1 Apoſttesand the other Diſciples continued 
for ten Days in the moſr ſolemn Devotion, but 
without any extracrd'nary Illumination, till 
the great Feaſt of 7-»r-cc/7. On this Day, the 
Chriſtian Aſſembly being met together, they all 
went Ie d, 140 an upper Room, for the Per- 
formance of their Publick Worſhip ; and whilſt 
they were employed in their Holy Duties, na 
ſudden, a Sound from Heaven, like that of a mighty The great 
4d, ruſh'd in upon them: After which, there — 4 * of 
appear'd little Flames of Fre, which in the Get a 
Faſhion of Cloven Tongues, hot only deſcended, Pentecoff 
but ſat upon each of them. (ie.) There were ſe= 
veral Flaſhes or Beams of Glory, which like 
bright Flames of Fire, did cleave aſunder in 
many Places, according to the Natural Motion 
of Flames, of which, every Part, as it extends 
Itſelf in Length, grows more Spireslike or Py- 
ramidal, and ſo divides from the Part next to it; 
and upon the Head of every one of the Apoſtles 
did one of theſe divided Flames of Glory reſt in 
tie Form of a Tongue, which like a Flame grows 
iarper and ſharper towards the Top: For thus 
the Hebrew Idiom for a Flame of Fire, uſes the 

P 2 Tongue 
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ges. 


Tongue of Fire, becauſe of the Reſemblance that 
is between them. ( 7/2. 5. 24.) Hereupon, they 
were all immediately fill'd with the HOLy 


GHOST, which endow'd them with all thoſe | 
Heavenly Powers, which were requiſite to qua- 
lify them for the Propagation of the Gofpel 

throughout the World. They were enabled 
The Giſt of in an inſtant to ſpeak ſeveral Languages; inſo- 
Langua- much, that all on a ſudden, and without any | 
Rules of Grammer, or previous Inſtructions, they | 
were heard to (a) ſpeak, to the great Aſtoniſh. | 
ment of their Auditors, in the fifteen ſevera} 1 
Tongues of fifteen ſeveral Nations. And tho | 
they were immediately diſpers'd abroad in the 
World, and ſome of them into remote Coun- | 
tries, whoſe Names perhaps they had never | 


heard of, yet ſtill wherever they came, they 


were inſpir d with the Language of the Country, 
which they ſpake as freely as their own Mother- ? 
Tongue. The Report of this ſtrange and mi- 
raculous Accident, preſently ſpread it ſelf into 
all Corners of the City; and there being at that 
time at Jeruſalem, Multitudes of Jewiſh Proſe- 1 
lytes, Devout Alen of every Nation under Heaven ;, | 


Parthians, Medes, Elamites, the Dwellers in 


Meſopotamia and Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Afia, from Phrygia and Pamphylia, from Act, 
and the Parts of Lybia and Cyrene, from Rome, 


from Crete, from Arabia, Jews and Proſelytes: 
who repair'd to that City, partly upon the Ac- 


count of the Feaſt, and partly becauſe of the | 
| 1 5 | unl- 93 


——_—_ 


ſl. 7 ErTERTIS 


(4) Amen%yyeSm, ſignifies more than barely to ſped; | 
tmplying they ſpeak each Lanpuape in its Perfection, after as 

Excellent, Eloquent, and Powerful Manner; as jron ho 
HOLT CI, whoſe Works are perfect. Non Vox Hom. 
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aniverſal ExpeQtation of the Meſſiah at this 
Time. Theſe, and many Others, no ſooner heard 
of it, but unanimouſly flock'd to this Chriſtian 


— 


Aſembly : Where they were all amaz'd to hear 7he Mul- 


thoſe Galileans ſpeaking to them 1n their own na- titudes 
tire Languages, fo various, ſo vaſtly different ix. 
from one another: And it could not but ex- 


| ceedingly encreaſe the Wonder, to reflect upon 


the Meanneſs and Inconſiderableneſs of the Per- 


ſons; their Education had been no higher than 


to catch Fiſh, and to mend Nets; and therefore 


to hear ſuch Ignorant and Illiterate Men rehearſe 


the Great and Admirable Works of GO D, The Great: 
and the Myſteries of the Goſpel, beyond Hu- neſs of the 
mane Apprehenſions to find out; and this dili- Miracle. 
ver'd in almoſt all the Languages of the World, 

was very ſurprizing ! The Auditors were ſeve- 

rally affected with it, according to their diffe- 


rent Tempers and Apprehenſions: Some were 


(a) amaz'd and aſtoniſh'd at the Miracle; O- 

thers derided it, and ſaid, that The Diſciples had 

drank too plenti fully of new Wine. Whereupon, 

Peter mildly and ſolidly confuted their Calum- 

ny, by telling them, “ That it was very im- Pater, 
* probable that Men ſhould be drunk ſo early "7 


firſt Ser- 


in the Morning, it being not above Nine of von 10 the 
* the Clock, the Hour for Morning Prayer; Jews. 
and beſides, according to the Cuſtom of that 

** Feſtival Solemnity, they were not to Eat nor 
„Drink till Noon. He declar'd alſo, That 

* theſe extraordinary and miraculous Paſſages 


** proceeded from the Effuſion of the HOLY 


"Dx. :* GHOST; 


— — 


(4) EAI. They were as in an Ecſtacy,(the Object was 
too ſtrong for the Faculty) they could not farboin the 
«uſe or Reaſon of theſe wonderful Things, 1 
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T: 8 GHOST, and were the Accompliſhment of 


He prove 
CHRIST 
to be the 


promiſ:1 © they themſelves had been Eye-witneſſes: And 
«© tho' by GOD's Permiſſion,(whothad determi: 
& ned by this means to bring about the Salvation 
of Mankind) they had wickedly crucified and 
&« ſlain him, yet that GOD had raiſed him from 


CC 


Meſſiah 


** GOD had expreſly foretold ſhould come to 
© paſs, in the Times of the Meſſiah; That 
« JESUS of Nazareth had evidently approved 
* himſelf to be the Meſſiah ſent from GOD by 


cc 


CC 


c 
ec 


© Divine Predictions which had expreſly fore. 
5 told he ſhould riſe again from the Dead: D.. 
vid having more particularly foretold, That 
* his Fleſh ſhould reſt in Hope; That GOD would 


oc 


« One to ſee Corruption; but would make knawn to 


CC 


„by whom it was ſpoken, he having many 
« Apes ſince been turn'd to Aſhes, his Body MW 
4 diſſolv'd into Rottenneſs and Putrefaction, . 


Cc 
CC 


60 
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60 
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10 
6 
ec 
ho 


be holden always under the Dominion of the 


cording to David's Prediction, ſar down on 
* GOD's Right- Hand, untiſ he made his Enemies hes 


an Ancient Prophecy, the fulfilling of what 


many unqueſtionable Miracles; of which, 


the Dead : That it was not poſlible he ſhould 


Grave;nor was it conſiſtent with the juſtice and 
Goodneſs of GOD, and eſpecially with thoſe 


not leave his Soul in Hell, neither ſuffer his Hol 


could not be meant concerning David himſelf, 


his Tomb yet viſible among them, from 
whence he never did return; that therefore 
it muſt needs have been Prophetically ſpoken 
concerning CHRIST, having never been tru- 
ly fulfillld in any but him, who both died, 
and was riſen again, whereof they were Wit- 
neſſes. Yea, that he was not only riſen from 
the Dead, but aſcended into Heaven, and ac- 


e Foote 
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deeply ſenſible of their paſt Iniquities; they then 
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« Foot-ſftool : which could not be primarily 


« meant of David, he never having yet bodily 
« aſcended into Heaven; That therefore the 


« whole Houſe of 1f-ael onght to believe, and 


« take Notice, that this very. JESUS, whom 
„they had crucified, was the Perſon whom 
« GOD had appointed to be the Meſſiah and the 
« Saviour of his Church. 

THIS Diſcourſe, in everyPart of it, made them 


knew experimentally the diſmal Effects of a 
Guilty Conſcience, ſo that they delired of Perer, 
and of the reſt of the Apoſtles, to know if there 
were any Hopes, that ſuch obſtinate Sinners as 
they, might obtainForgiveneſs of their Sins? Peter 
exhorted them immediately to Repent, and for 


The Influ- 
ence it had 
A upon them, 


the Remiſſion of their Sins, to be all baptized in 


the Name of JESUS CHRIST, whom they had 
not before acknowledg'd; and that then they 
alſo ſhould be Partakers of the Gifts and Bene- 
fits of the HOLY GHOST. (Act. 2.38.) He 
:ikewiſe preſſed and perſnaded them, to 
fave themſelves by a ſpeedy Repentance, from 
that unavoidable Ruin and Deſtruction which 
the Obſtinate and Unbelieving Fews were ſhort- 
ly to be expos'd to, for crucity ing the Immacu- 
late Lamb of GOD. The Effects of his Preach- 
ing were ſtrange and wonderful; for as many 


Three 


a5 believed were baptized : there being this Day Thouſand 
aided to the Church no leſs than Three Thouſand converted 
Soul. A quick and plentiful Harveſt ! The late 7 


Sufferings of our LORD, the preſent Miracle 


ot the Languages, the Authority of the Speak- 
ers, and above all, the Efficacy of the Holy 


| Spirit, contributing to this numerous Conyer- 


1193, 


P-4 THIS 


Sermon. 
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I HIS Day was a Feſtival of great Eminency 
amongſt the Jews, in Memory of the Law deli. 
vered on Mount Sinai, and for the gathering and 
N bringing in of the Harveſt; and of no leſs Note 
iN amongſt Chriſtians, for the HOLY GHOST% 
deſcending upon the Apoſtles in the viſible Ap. 
pPearance of Fiery Cloven Tongues, and thoſe mi- 
Pentecoſt raculous Powers that were conferred upon them. 
zbe Signifi- It is called the great Feaſt of Pentecoſt from the 
cation (a) Greek, as being fifty Days from the Reſur- 
whereof. rection of our Saviour. It is alſo ſtiled Domi 
A whit. nicain Albis, or Wrrrsunpay, partly becauſe of 
ſunday thoſe vaſt Diffuſions of Light and Knowledge 
why ſocal- which upon this Day were ſhed upon the A. 
ted, files, in order to the enlightning of the World; W 
0 but principally becauſe this being the ſtated I 
time for Baptiſm in the Primitive Church, thoſe 
who were baptixed, put on Write Garments, in 
Token of that Pure and Innocent Courſe of Life 
they had now engag'd in. The Greeks for the W jeſt: 


. 
1 
; 

, 

3s 
3 

k 


{ame Reaſon call Eaſter Rugraun Aaurpe, The Brigit not 
Sunday, becauſe then alſo the Illuminati, or nw to 
baptized Perſons cloathed themſelves in Ware, W Ea 
as an Emblem both of that Spiritual WHIENEss W left 
and Purity of Soul, which were conferred upon the 


j them by this Sacrament : As alſo of their Joy le. 


ö for being made thereby Members of CHRIST, th: 
RH Children of GOD, and Heirs of the Kingdom of Vo 
| WM 5 Heaven. th. 
I To cle 
5 (a) Hevrurd cu, ſc. nue, Dies Quinquageſimus 4 br 
ne Reſurrectione Domini. th 
| CI 
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% CONSIDERATIONS Ife. 

„ J 82 : 
3 . 1. to | | Er.aISeto + 

„ ja SWHITSUNDAY. che End. 


e Tx Holy and Eternal JESUS having newly 
1 converted his Crown of Thorns, into an 


- W ilv{rious Crown of Glory, and aſcending up on 
f high, took Poſſeſſion of his Royal Eſtate and oy 
e WW Sovereignty ; according to the Cuſtom of Prin- 
ces, is here treating with this lower World by 


his Ambaſſador : And for the greater Splendour 

of the Embaſſy, and Authority of the Meſſage, 

by an Ambaſſador no ways inferiour to himſelf, 
even the HOLY GHOST, the third Perſon in %% 150 
the Tri-une GOD-head, in Glory equal, in Ma- HOLY 
]jieſty co-eternal; and therefore moſt peculiarly fit, GHOST 
not only as a Deputy, but as a kind of alter idem, i. 

to ſupply his Place and Preſence here upon 

Earth. For ſo he tells his Diſciples, whom he 

left behind him to aſſert and propagate his Au- 

thority in the World, 7 will not leave you comfort- 

leſs, (or without an Advocate) Iwill come to you, 

that is, by this Spirit of Truth, who is to be my 
Vicegerent, even as I am my Father's. And now, 

that we may ſtrongly fortify our ſelves againſt 

all erroneous Opinions about this ſublime Arti- 

cle of the Chriſtian Faith, I ſhall endeavour 

briefly to explain the Name, the Exiſtence, and 

the Nature of the HOLY GHOST, (according 

to what appears diſcover'd of him in the ſa- 

cred Writings,) and to conſider alſo the pecu- 

liar Characters, Offices and Operations; which 
(according to the myſterious Oeconomy a 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


to him. _ 
GHOST : To this Being 'tis manifeſt that pro- 
perly and primarily the Name of Holy Spirit is 


about the Reaſon of which Appellation we may 


more Quick and Nimble, in Efficacy more Strong 


ſtances, void of Corporeal Bulk and Concre- 


GOD indeed this Name is attributed, to ſigni- 


_ tign that Name to that moſt excellent Being 


ing Sanctity into Men by Virtue of his Perſonal 


— —— 


veal'd in the Goſpel) are. aſſign d, and attributed 


FIRST then for the Name of the HOLY 


appropriated; for the Word GHOST or GAST 
in the ancient Saxon Language ſignifieth a Spirit: 


briefly obſerve, that there is ſcarce any thing 
in Subſtance more Pure and Subtil, in Motion 


and Powerful, than Wind or Spirit. Hence the 
Holy Scriptures, with regard to our Capacity 
and Manner of Conceiving, do with the ſame 
Appellation adumbrate all thoſe Kinds of Sub- 


tion; Humane Souls, all the Angelical Natures, 
and the Incomprehenſible Deity it ſelf. And to 


fy his moſt ſimple Nature, and his moſt Power- 
ful Energy; but ta other Subſtances of this kind 
it ſcg. etn allo aſſign d to imply the Manner of 
their Origin; becauſe GOD did by a kind of 
Spiration produce them : For which Cauſe like- 
wiſe, we may ſuppoſe, that the Holy Scripture 
doth more ſignally and in a peculiar Manner aſ- 


which is the Subject of our preſent Diſcourſe. 
As to the Addition of HOLY, he is ſo, both 
Eſſentially, as GOD; and Operately, as breath+ 


Property, diſtinguiſhing him (of the Three 
Perſons in one Divine Nature, the Holy Spirit) W » 
to be eminently the HOLY GHOST. ö 
NOW as to the Exiſtence of the Spirit of 
GOD, it ſeems unneceſſary to endeavour the 
Proof of it. For that beſides the Father and the 
5 Son, 


— ——— 
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don, there is a Third Divine Perſon ſubſiſting 
in the GOD-head, appears to have been a cur- 
ent Doctrine among the ancient Writers both 
(.) Gentile and (b) Jewiſh; and is more plainly 
and expreſly aſſerted in Holy Scripture; which 
Third Perſon is known in Scripture by the Name 
of the HOLY GHOST. The Sadducees did not 
deny the Exiſtence of the Holy Spirit, when 
they ſaid, There was no Reſurrection, neither An- 
geh, nor Spirit; that which they disbelieved, was 
only the Exiſtence of ſuch Created Spiritual 
| Natures, as the Angels and the Souls of Men 
are conceived to have. And when St. John ſaid, 
© The HOLY G HOST was not yet, (John 7. 39.) 
he meant thereby, that he was not fully reveal'd 
as he afterwards ſhould be, in a plentiful Effu- 
E {ion of his Excellent Gifts, though from Eter- 
© nity equally Exiſting. The Knowledge of the 
I bird Perſon in the Ever-blefſed Txinity, was 
a Myſtery reſerv'd for the Revelation of the Son 
of GOD only, before whoſe Manifeſtation in 
the Fleſh, and Glorification, Mankind was not 
(4) For thus Porphyry, 4s St Cyril quotes bim, "Aye: 
Jed Goo aTiay F os mTeotnAv volev Aras I + wp 
[ &y0T%T» B:dv,rd a yaJov, us} avTov 3 vo Sree n- 
4e, Te 5 Y F T4 1008 Jux, 4ye he INKA. 
F Sebrnra v Ager. (i. e.) The Divine Eſſence extends it 
ſelf 10 Three Perſons, whereof the Higheſt GOD is the Good; 
Itter him the Second is the Maker of the World; and the Third 
is the Soul of the World; for to his Soul the Diyine Eſſence 
extends it ſelf. 1 
(86) Euſebius tells us, Exe of e, BCoglur O- 
3 wi UB W d ον E 9 UT Te]iToxoy au o Thy | 
i vo, 4 u⁰dꝓ'⁴, A ˙h,t mudur Tecmrovins do- 


bz, up 5 g kh iC er Jronops where (i. e.) Al the 
Hebrew Divines do acknowledge after the moſt bigh GOD, 
and after his firſt-born Wiſdom, a Thi d Holy Power which they 
| call the HOLY GHOST, affirming him to be the GOD by 
| whom the Prophets were inſpired. Prep. Ev ang. p. 327. 
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| qualified for it. For ſince the great End of the 
A HOLY GHOS T's Coming, was to reveal to the 
F World the Way of Salvation ; to diſcover the 
unſearchable Riches of Grace, and to make our 
| Affections Angelical and Heavenly; and ſince | 
3 none of thoſe things could be purchaſed but by 
*: the Sufjerings and Exaltationsj of the Bleſſed 
| JESUS, it was for this Reaſon abſolutely ne. 
| OY ceſſary that CHRIST ſhould ſufter, and enter 
into his Glory, before the Spirit deſcended in ſo 
perfect and ſenſible a Manner, as the Apoſtles 
experienc'd it did. And therefore, after our 
Saviour's Triumph over Principalities and Powers, 
ns he diſpenc'd his Bounty in this rich Donative. 
1 And although the HOLY GHOST exiſted 
# from all Eternity, yet he was never diſcover 
i in ſuch a ſtupendious Manner before. 
| Nature, BUT now as to the Nature of this HOLY 
GHOST, whoſe Exiſtence we have ſo clearly 
manifeſted, it is moſt certain that he is a real 
and proper Perſon, and not a meer Quality, 
Energy, or Operation reſident in, or derived 
from GOD the Father, as the Socinians erro- 
neouily imagin. By a Perſon, we underſtand a 
Singular, Subiſtent, Intellectual Being; or (as 
(a) Boethins defines it) An Individual Subſtance 
j „% a Rational Nature. Now that the HOLY 
JS GHOST is a Perſon, we may be very well aſ⸗ 
ſured, becauſe we every where find Perſonal 
Properties and Actions attributed to him. As 
for Inſtance, we are exhorted by the Apoſtle, 
1 not to grieve the Spirit of GOD, and Grief is cer- 
fl rainly a Perſonal Affection of which a Quality is 
not capable. To Speak and Hear are Perſonal 
| „ Proper- 
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properties, and both together are very empha- 
icaly attributed to the Holy Spirit. Ihen he, 
| /Gith CHRIST) the Spirit of Truth is come, he 
wil guide you into all Truth ; for he ſhall not ſpeak 
| of himſelf 5, but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall 
} he ſpeak. (John 16. 13.) Again, he is ſaid to re- 
prove the World, (John 16. 8.) And to ſearch into, 
and know the deep Things of GOD, (1 Cor. 2. 10, 11.) 
And to divide his Gifts ſeverally to every Man as 
be will, {1 Cor. 12.11.) Now Theſe, and the 
like Faculties and Acts are clearly Perſonal; not 
& :cpreſenting any Quality, or Energy, but a Live 
and Intellectual Subſtance, And ſtill to render 
tbis Doctrine more ſound and valid, there are 
ſeveral Things and Actions attributed to GOD 
E the HOLY GHOST, as can by no means be 
attributed to GOD the Father, which would 
be very incongruous, it he were only the Virtue 
and Power of the Father, and not a real Perſon 
diſtinò from him. Thus the HOLY GHOST 
is ſaid to make Interceſſion for the Saints, arcord- 
| no tothe Mill of GOD, (Rom. 8. 27.) And a- 
gain, 1f Igo not away, the Comforter will not come 
E witoyou;, but if I depart, I will fend him to you, 
Laith our Bleſſed Saviour, (John 16. 7.) And to 
nume no more, Im, (faith St. John) the Spirit 
deſcending as a Dove, and it abode on him, (John 1. 
22, 33.) But, GOD the Father no Man ever 
, ( faith the ſame Apoſtle, John 1. 18.) 
Vor (addeth St. Paul) can any an ſee him, 
(1 John 4. 12.) All which Things do maniteſt- 
ly ſuppoſe a true Diſtinction, becauſe they can 
in ns tolerable Sence be applicable to GOD the 
Father. Since therefore not only Perſonal Acti- 
| ons, but ſuch Perſonal Actions alſo as cannot be 
attributed to the Father, are frequently attribu- 
| £4 to the HOLY GHOST ; it hence . 
BE 
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163 rily follows, that he is not meerly the Virtue or 
ml Power of the Father, but a diſtinct Principle 
1 of Action from him, that acts from and by him. 
11 ſelf, and conſequently is a real Perſon, or a Spi. 
Ws ritual or Intellectual Subſiſtence. 
| HAVING thus clearly demonſtrated (in Op. 
8. poſition to the Socinian Error) that the HOLY | 
15 81081 is not a meer Quality, but a real Per. 
i ſion diſt inct from the Father; I come now to af. 


— 


bj ſert (againſt the ancient Hereſy of the Arian bim, 
"hs and Macedonians ) that he is not a Created, but whe! 
© a Divine and Uncreated Perſon. And for the WW > << 
| pProeof of this Aſſertion, I need only make uſe W Nov 

4 The Divi- of this plain Argument. The Spirit of Gon kao 
$i nity of the which is in GOD, is not a Created Perſon; eat 
bt HOLY and that the HOLY GHOST is the Spirit of WW 50 


WM GOD which is in GOD, I ſuppoſe is diſputed by 
80 | none : It followeth therefore undeniably that the | 
HOLY GHOST 1s no Created Perſon, in as 
much as that cannot be a Created Perfon which 
hath not a Created Nature, and that can neither 
have nor be a Created Nature, which by Nature 
is in GOD. But for the farther Confirmation 
of our Aſſertion, we have a clear Deſcription 
| : of the Bleſſed Spirit, That he is the moſt high 
; and eternal GOD; of the ſame Nature, At- 
1 tributes, and Operations with the Father, and 


Son of GOD: And the Holy Scripture, be- 
cauſe dictated by the Holy Spirit, is ſaid to be I. 
er ds , or infpir'd by GOD. Moreover, Pe 
the Divine Attributes (ſuch as Eternity, Im- Et 

menſity, W 


B the Son, as receiving the ſame Eſſence from the Tie 
. Father and Son, by proceeding from them both. . 
„ He is call'd * 4) , The Holy One, mhich is a diſtin- Na 
We | ctive Title f GOD. Again, our Bleſſed Saviour WW 0 
1 was conceived by the HOLY GHOST, and by WM n 
Wi OE Virtue of that Conception, he was called the 90 
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| menſity, Omniſcience, Omnipotency, and the 
like) do belong as certainly to the HOLY 
| GHOST, as they do unto GOD the Father. 
And as all the Attributes which belong to the 
| BOLY GHOST are Divine, fo are the Ho- 
| noars alſo. For Lying to him, is call'd a Lying 
0 60 D; (Adi, 5.3.4.) and his Inhabitation ma- 
| keth Chriſtians to become the Temples of GOD ; 
(. Cor. 3. 16.) and Divine Worſhip is directed to 
| him, both in Baptiſm and Apoſtolical Benedictions, 
| where he is join'd with the Father and the Son, 
as equally the Object of our Faith and Worſhip. 
Now that the Father is a Divine Perfon all ac- 
| knowledge, and that the Son is ſo too, hath been 
| clearly demonſtrated; and therefore ſince the 
| HOLY GHOST is rank'd with the Divine Fa- 
ther and the Son, both in our Baptiſmal Dedica- 
| tion and Form of Benediction, that is a ſufficient 
| Evidence that he is a Divine Perſon alſo. In a 
| Word, there is no Work either of Nature, or 
| of Providence, or of Grace, fo ſublime or ſo 
difficult, which is not aſcrtb'd to the Efficacy of 
| the Holy Spirit. And therefore, it is very ap- 
parent, that this Great Spirit or HOLY GHOST 
| (which on this Day viſibly, and in a miraculous 
Manner deſcended upon the Church) is no other 
| than the Third Divine Perſon ſubſiſting in the 
& Eternal GO D.- head. 3 i hs 
| HAVING thus given an Accovat of the 
| Name, Exiſtence, Nature, and Divinity of the 
| HOLY.GHOST, or Spirit of GOD ; diſtinguiſh- 
ing him from all Qualities, Energies, or Opera- 
tions, in that he is truly and properly a Perſon; 
| differencing him from all Creatures, and finite 
| Things, as he is not a Created but Uncreated 
| Perſon ; ſhewing him to be of an Infinite and 
| Eterneh Eſſence, as he is truly and properly 
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GOD); and demonſtrating his Order in the Bleſſed 
Txkinity : I proceed now to conſider in a few 
His Ofi- Words, the peculiar Offices and Operations, 
Fe ces and which are in an eſpecial Manner attributed and 
[i Operati- appropriated to him, in reſpe& to us; and our 
Ft ons. Duty and Behaviour thence conſequent in Rela: 
© 1 tion to him. 5 
3 IHE Offices of this Divine Being in reſpect 
1 tous, are generally rank'd under the following 
juumina- Heads: Firſt, Ilumination, or informing our 
tion. Minds with the Light of Heavenly Truth; for erfal 
which Reaſon he is ſtil'd the Spirit of Truth; th and in 
Spirit of Prophecy; the Spirit of Revelation, (Eph. force 
1. 16.) inaſmuch as all ſupernatural Light and 
Wiſdom hath ever proceeded from him. He 
inſtructed all the Prophets that have been ſince the 
i World began, enabling them to ſpeak the Mind of | 
' | GOD concerning Things preſent and future, 
By which Means it came to pals, that all Scrip- 
ture was given by Inſpiration of GOD, that is, 
by the Motion and Operation of the Bleſſed Spi- 
rit; and ſo, whatſoever is necellary for us to 
know and believe, was deliver'd by Revelation. 
Again, the Holy Spirit does not only reveal the 
| Objects of Faith, but enlightens our Under- 
ö ſtandings, that we may be enabled more clearly 
| to apprehend the Truth and Sublimity thereof. 
f Our Minds are naturally ignorant and prone to 
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. Error, eſpecially in Things Supernatural, Spiri- WW I 
BY tual, and abſtracted from Ordinary Sence: 6 
f Therefore, GOD out of his Infinite Mercy doth WW Wa 
144 grant to us the Virtue of his Holy Spirit; who hin 
1 firſt opening our Hearts, ſo as to let in, and ap- all. 
/ prehend the Light of Divine Truth, then by Lor. 
ll. Repreſentation of proper Arguments perſuading Wl oi 
* our Reaſon to embrace it, begetteth Divine Wl zuil 
Knowledge, Wiſdom, and Faith in our Minds, 
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which is the Work of n and Inſtru- 

&ion, the firſt Part of his Office reſpecling our 

galvatton. 

SECONDLY, it is the Office of the HOLY Sanftifi- 

GHOST to Sanctiſy us; which conſiſts in the pu- cation. 

rifying our Wills and Affections from thoſe 

wicked Inclinations and Inordinate Luſts, which 

countermand GOD' Will in us, and ſet us at 

Enmity againſt him. He improves the Faculties 

| of our Souls, by ſuggeſting to our Minds thePow- 

erfal Motives and Arguments of our Religion, 

and imprinting them upon us with all theirNative 

force and Efficacy in the moſt lively and attra- 

dire Characters; and when by theſe bleſſed Sug- 

geſtions, he hath reduce'd our Wills and Affecti- 

{ons to a ſincere Compliance with the Will 

of GOD, he then ſettles and eſtabliſhes our 

Souls againſt Revolt and Apoſtacy, and gives 4 

kind of Angelical Stedfaſtneſs to them; that ill 

| Examples ſhall not draw them aſide, nor Temp- 

| tations prevail upon them; neither Inſinuations 

| of falſe Doctrine ſtagger them, nor Proſperity 

and the Blandiſhments of the World debauch 

them; nor Afflictions and Perſecutions ſhaks 

| their Conſtancy ; for they are now built upon 4 

| Rock, and though 'the Rains deſcend; and the Waves 

riſe; and the Winds blow, they ſtand | Immoveable by 

the GanRifying lofluence of the HOLY GHOST: . 

THIRDLY, it is the Office of the HOLY Excits: 

GHOST; to Quicken and Excite us in the tion. 

Ways of Piety and Virtue. For as by his Sancti- 

hing Influence, he firſt Inſpir'd us with Spiritu- 

al Life, ſo he ſtill proceeds to Cheriſh and Invi- 

gorate, and to quicken it up into Activity and 

lotion, whenever he perceives it decay or lau- 

guiſl. He does not only take up his Reſidence ; 

in the Servants of GOD, but actuates them; 
prompts 
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prompts them forward in all good Actions, helps 


and ſtrengthens them in their Duty, and in. 

flames their Reſolution and Zeal in all brave and 
generous Enterpriſes : He raiſes and ennobles 
their Native Powers; and continually ſollicits | 
them with the greateſt Earneſtneſs to ſober and 
righteous Reſolutions : and this is his conſtant | 


Employment among Men, and will be fo to the 
End of the World; till JESUS, (whoſe Vice- | 


gerent he is, and whoſeAbſence he ſupplies,) re. 
turns in Perſon from Heaven, to keep his laſt 
and general Aſſizes upon Earth. . f 

FOURTHLY, the Office of the ſame Spirit 
is to Comfort and Suſtain us in all our Religious 


Endeavours, and to inſpire our Minds with ſuch 
Joys and Refreſhments, as are neceſſary to ſup- 1 
port us under all the Difficulties and Temptati- 
ons we are here expos'd to. 
upon his Departure from his Diſciples, told 
them, He would not leave them Comfortleſs, but 
would ſtrengthen and bear up their Minds, by the 
ſupporting Influence of his Holy Spirit, under 
all thoſe grievous Perſecutions they were to un- 
dergo; which made them endure the moſt ex- 
quiſite Tortures with invincible Patience. The 
Bleſſed Spirit fill'd their Hearts with inexprefli- } 
ble Joy, by giving them a Fore-taſte of that in- 
conceivable Happineſs which was prepar'd for 
them, and this raviſh'd them from all Corporeal 


| Senſation. Thus GOD, who 1s a great Lover of 
Souls (as the Son of Sirach calls him) though he 


may put ſome Men under more difficult Circum- } 


ſtances of becoming Good than others, yet he 


leaves no Man under a fatal Neceſſity of being 
wicked and periſhing everlaſtingly. He tender- | 
ly conliders every Man's Caſe and Condition, 
and proportionably endnes them with a ger | 
5 | nature 


The Holy JESUS 


ance 
lem: 
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natural Power to comfort and ſupport them un- 


der the blackeſt and moſt melancholy Circum- 
ſtances. So that according to the merciful Diſ- 

penſation of GOD, all this Conflict between our 
aclination and our Duty, does only ſerve to 
make our Piety more Illuſtrious, and the Re- 
ward of it more Tranſcendent. 

LASTLY, it is the Office of the HOLY Interceſ: 
GHOST to diſpoſe and aſſiſt our Devotions by ſion. 
his Powerful Interceſſion. For, Throno h + ing Us 

CHRIST (faith St. Paul) we have Acceſs by one 
yirit unto the Father : (Eph. 2. 18.) 1 The 
Hirit helpeth our Inſirmities: for we know not . 
re ſhould ask for as me ought, but the Spirit himſelf 
interceedeth for us. (Rom. 8. 26. ) Weare not 
able of our ſelves ſo much as to think a good 
Thought, much leſs to withdraw our Minds 
from Senſe and Senſible Things, and to retire 
into the Divine and Spiritual World ; whercia 
the Life and Soul of Prayers conſiſts. There- 
fore, as herein we have moſt need of the Holy 
Gnirit's Aſſiſtance, ſo herein he more eſpecially 
operates on our Minds. He ſeaſonably warms 
dur cold Affections, and inflames our Hearts 
with Devotion towards GOD: He qualifieth 
us, and encourageth vs to approach the Throne 
of Grace, by exciting in us all thoſe Graces and 
ifetions which are proper to the ſeveral Parts 
af this Duty. And when by the Weakneſs of 
vir Nature we happen to go aſtray, he immedi- 
ely moves and follicites that thoſe ſinful De- 
kits may be pardoned and remitted ; upon 
rhich Motion of his, our Prayers are continu- 


ily purg'd from the Guilt of thoſe Defects, and 


eonſequently introduc'd into the Divine Accep- | 
ance, as Pure and Innocent, Spotleſs, and Un- 


| lemilh'd Devotions. 
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Mes SO many, ſo great, yea, far more, fargreat- 
3 er than I can enumerate or expreſs, are the Be. 
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nefits accruing to us from this moſt excellent 
Gift of GOD, by him graciouſly conferr'd upon 
all good Chriſtians : for which we ſhould cor. 
reſpondently endeavour with all our Hearts to 
Praiſe and Adore him; and in all our Lives to 
make grateful and worthy Returns for it ; for 
now to the Reduction of our Souls to GOD, 
there is nothing wanting but our own Conſent, 
and free Co-operation. Let our Duty be never 
Jo hard, and our Natural Force never ſo weak, 
we may de able to do all Things by this All-wiſe 
and Almighty Spirit who ſtrengthens uw, Let us 
therefore no longer cry out of the Impoſlibility 
of GOD's Commands, nor charge our Diſobe- 
dience to them, upon the unavoidable Weak- 
neſs of our own Natures, ſince it is apparent, 
that our Sin is reſolvable into no other Princi- 
ple, but our own Negligence. If we would but 
ſedulouſly invite this Divine Gueſt into our 
Hearts, and frequently implore his Aid by fer- 
vent Prayer, It 15 not the united Malice of all 
the Spirits of Darkneſs that can rob us of our 
Innocence; for whenever they aſſault us, we ſhall 
immediately have an & xogniz 74 -, / 
large Supply of the Spirit; a Gollation of Auxiliary 
Forces; an habitual Support deriv'd from that 
invincible and Infallible Spirit, which is abun- 
dantly ſtronger and wiſer than they. We ſhall 
preſently be arm'd with that Mανi i des, that 
Power from on High, or Heavenly Might, where- 
by the Apoſtles were enabled to fight their no- 
ble Battels, and to atchieve their glorious Con- 
queſts; fubduing the rebellious World, and 
Corclu- baffling all the Devices of Satan. Let us there- 
gn. fore on this great F:fival ſiucerely and 17 1 
teſolve 


i „„ n 
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I reſolve to invite this Holy Gueſt unto us > inceſ; 
© ſantly imploring his Aid by fervent Prayer, as 


being the Condition on which he 1s promiſed ta 


be given to us: Let us hear ken attentively to his 


ſoft Whiſpers and Holy Suggeſtions, and com- 


| ply with his Bleſſed Motions ; ſo ſhall we re- 
| ceive ſuch Proportions of his Heavenly Pow- 
er, as will ſuppreſs our evil Affections; revive 
| our dead Hearts; comfort our dejected Minds; 


and turn our Ignorance into Knowledge, our 


| Knowledge into Pradice, and make that Pra- 
Aice ſo ſweet and eaſy, that this will be a Day 
of inexpreſlible Delight, being ſolemniz'd in 

the Wrire Garments of Sanctification and Re- 


joicing. 
The PaAVER. 


HOLY and Bleſſed Spirit! who didſt on this 


Day miraculouſly deſcend from Heaven, to 


mn - Ga i. 


ſupply the Abſence of the Ever-bleſſed FESUS, 


and to inſtrutt his faithful Followers in all Things 


neceſſary to the Converſion of the World: Graxt, 


| 1 moſt humbly beſeech Thee, that my Devout 
| Commemoration of thoſe Fiery Tongues, which. 
fat upon each of the Apoſtles Heads, and produc'd 
| ſuch Glorious Effects, may encreaſe the Fervour of 


my Mind; and make me always ready and diſ- 


| pos d to obey thy Godly Motions, Inſuſe thy 


Grace, O Adorable and Bleſſed Spirit! and de- 


| Jeend plentifully into my Heart; Iluminate y] 


Underſtanding, Inflame my Afctiors, and Sam- 
44% all the Powers and Faculties of my Soul. 
Make me to drink of thy Spiritual Pleaſures as 


Q 3 out 


The Corrxcrt. 


out of a River; and let their Heavenly Smet. 
neſs ſo correct my Palate, as to leave no Deſire, 
no Reliſh, for the tranſitory Delights of a deccit. 
ful World. I believe that in mhomſoever Thiy 


 amelleſt, the Father and the Son ao likewiſe come, 


and inhabit there, Oh]! Happy, inconccival) 
Happy is that Breaſt, which is honour'd with þþ 
Glorious, ſo Divine a Gueſt 
thou ready Help in Time of Need in much Mer- 
cy Come : Make me fit to receive Thee, and con. 
deſcend to my Infirmities, that my Meanneſs may nat 
be diſdained by thy Greatneſs, nor my Weakneſ; h) 
thy Strength. All which 1 beg for the Sake of Ik. 
SUS CHRIST, my Bleſſed Saviour and Redet mer; 


who in the Unity of Thee, O Holy Spirit | liveth 
and reigneth with the Father, One GOD, Mord 


without End. Amen. 


The ColLECr. 


OD! who at this Time didſt teach the Hearts of 


— thy Faithful People by the ſending to them the 
Light of thy Holy Spirit : Gans me, by the ſame Spi- 
rit, to have a right Foot in all Things, and ever- 
more to rejoice in his Holy Comfort, through the 
Merits of JESUS CHRIST my Saviour, who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee, in the Unity of the ſame 
Spirit, one GOD, World without End. Amen. 
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II. I ob. 


MMEDIATELY after our Saviour's Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, and the Deſcent of GOD's 
Holy Spirit upon the Church, enſued the Notice 
ot the Glorious and Incomprehenſible Tzximiry, 
FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST, which 
before that Time was not ſo clearly manifeſted. 


| TheChurch therefore having ſolemniz'd in a Ex- 


cellent Order all the high Feaſts of our LORD, 
and that of the Deſcent of the HOLY GHOST at 
Pentecoſt, hath now prudently thought fit to con- 
clude theſe great Solemnities with a Feſtival of 


1 Joy to the Holy and Ever-bleſſed Tzxixiry. In 


the Explication of which Doctrine, I mult ac- 
knowledge, there is abundance of Difficulty; 
for the farther we go, beyond what GOD hath 
thought fit to reveal to us in Scripture concern- 
ing it, the more we are entangled ; and that 
which Men are pleas'd to call an explaining of it, 
does, in my Apprehenſion, make it more ob- 
(cure : Notwithſtanding, ſeveral Writers have 
[tarted a Thouſand Subtilties about this Sublime 
Myſtery, ſuch as no Chriſtian is bound to trou- 
ble his Head withal; much leſs is it neceſſary 
for him to underſtand thoſe Niceties which we 
may reaſonably preſume, that they who talk of 
them did themſelves never throughly under- 
land; and leaſt of all is jt neceſſary to be- 
Q 4 lieve 


be Unity NOW, to proceed in due Order and Me. 
, tbe Pi thod, we muſt take Notice, that the Scriptures MW 


* 
2 - + 
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2 1 


* 


© lieve them. Therefore, with all the Brevity 
can, I ſhall only offer what GOD hath thought 
lt to reveal concerning this Myſtery. 8 


19 T 2 * 8 N : 
dang Na- do deliver this Doctrine of the Trinity, with. 
dut any, Manner of Doubt or Queſtion concern. 


ing the Unity of the Divine Nature: And nat 


only ſo, but do moſt ſtedfaſtly and conſtantly 
_ aſſert that there is but One GOD: And in thoſe 
very Texts in which theſe Texts Differences 
are mention'd, the Unity of the Divine Nature 
is moſt expreſly aſſerted ; For, There are Tuxzs 


that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, . 


and the Spirit; and theſe Tarts are One. The 


Nature of GOD is repugnant to Plurality oo MW 


Amtiplication, there can be but One Eſſence; 
this is a Notion wherein the greateſt and wiſeſ 
Part of Mankind did always agree, and there- 
fore may reaſonably be. preſum'd to be either 
Natural, or to have ſprung from ſome original 
Tradition, delivered down to us from our firſt 
Parents. Ariſtotle in his Metaphyſicks defines 
GOD, The Eternal and moſt Excellent, or, Beſt 
of all Living Beings. For as to the Opinion of a 


Plurality of GODS, it implies a down-right | ; 


Prov'd by Contradiction: For, that GOD is Infinite in 
Reaſon. Being, is a Notion which Mankind hath always 
- had concerning him, and to be Infinite in Be- 
ing does neceſſarily ſuppoſe Unity. For, (to 

make Uſe of the Argument of a Modern Wii— 

ter) if there were more Infinities, One mult be 

_ diſtinguiſh'd from Another, otherwiſe they 
could not be more; for not to be diſtinguiſh'd 

is to be the ſame. And if Ove muſt be diſtin- 
guiſh'd from Another, then One mult have ſome 
Degree of Being which the Other has not; Far 


by | | 


1 
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by what elſe can any thing be diſtinguiſh'd? And 
if One muſt have ſome Degree of Being which the 
| Other has not, then to every One of theſe ſuppo- 
* Fd Infinites, ſome Degree of Being muſt be 
wanting, vi. that whereby they are diſtin- 
puiſh'd and if ſo, none of them would be Infi- 
nite in Being. Therefore, Plurality or Multi- 
| plicity of Infinities in Being, is a contradictious 
| Felf-inconſfiſtent Notion. This is a reaſonable 
Proof of the Unity of GOD: but beſides this, 
the Almighty himſelf ſays, I am the Firſt, and I And Scri. 
am the Laſt, and beſides me there is no GO D. Ptute. 
(Iſa. 44.6.) And what can be more in Oppoſi- 
| tion to Polytheiſm? There can be no more or 
* other GOD, no more than there can be Two 
| Prime and Ultimate Cauſes; for all Things to 
depend on One, and that there ſhould be more 
independent Beings is ſtill a Contradiction. And 
again, Is there any GOD beſides me? There is no 
GOD, I know not any. (Iſa. 44. 8.) He who is 
Omniſcient, knows no other GOD. Therefore, 
the Polytheiſt (whoever he is) mult reckon him- 
ſelf wiſer than tne Almighty, the univerſal 
Perfection of whoſe Nature does infallibly ren- 
der him incapable of Plurality or Multiplication. 
And ſo, the Unity of GOD is no more to be 
queſtion'd than his Exiſtence. _ bo: 
HAVING thus plainly prov'd, that the true 
aid living GOD can be but Oze, that the Infi- 
| nity of the Divine Eſſence is incapable of Mul- 
tiplicity; I now proceed to that Doctrine of the 
Trinity, which the Scripture ſpeaks of by the 
Names of FATHER, SON, and HOLY 
| GHOST; and every where ſpeaks of them as The Notion 
| we uſe to do of Tarts diſtin Perſons. Now, A TRI- 
we are taught in the Creed of St. Athanaſin', Mum ” 
That the FATHER # GOD, the SON'is GOD, ef) ex. 
1 a4 nd plain l. 
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Upon Trinity⸗Sunday. 


Argu— 


ments to 
_ affert this 
Doctrine. 


and the HOLY G HOST is GOD ; and yet theſe 
are not TREE GODS, but One GOD : One with 


regard to his Nature, but the Perſons to whom 
this Nature is communicated are Tun. Ang 


therefore, as theſe TREE Perſons are but 0+ 


Nature, ſo whatſoever agrees to GOD, ſimply 


 conſider'd, agrees to them all Taz ; being all 


co-eternal together, and co-equal. And *tis farther 
to be conſider'd, that each Perſon in the Tri- une 
GOD-head hath a different Name and Title; but 


ſtill no Name belongs to any One of them, which 


does not at the ſame time refer to the reſt, ac- WW thePe 


| ſo the 
perſo 
= 5:01 
Nor, 
later 

dinati 
= Third 

| Subor 


cording to the different Properties and mutual 
Relations of each to other. The FATHER 
includes the Notion of a SON; the SON that 
ofa FATHER ; the HOLY SPIRIT, FATHER 


and SON both. And it is yet farther certain, 


that not only the Name and Title of GOD, but 


the moſt incommunicable Properties and per- 


fections of the Deity, are in Scripture frequent- 
ly aſcrib'd to the SON and the HOLY GHOST. 
So that there 1s not any thing, which may be 


truly affirmed of the FATHER as GOD, but may 


be with equalTruth affirm'd of the SON,or HO- 
LY GHOST, as GOD. Thus the FATHER isAl- 
mighty, becauſe the FATHER is GOD; the SON 
Almighty, becauſe the SON is GOD; the HOLY 


GHOST Almighty, becauſe the HOLY 
GHOST is GOD: The FATHER, SON, and 


HOLY GHOST, are GOD by the ſame Divini- 
ty ; therefore, the FATHER, SON, and HOLY 
GHOST are Omnipotent by the ſame Omnipo- 
tency. But now, that this Plurality of Perſons, 
does not infer a Plurality of GODS, is manifeſt 


from hence, that the Name of each Perſon hath 


a neceſſary Reſpect to the other Two: If I men- 
tion the FATHER, I include the SN; - 08 
. b 


— rm 


SON, 


| S406 
refer t 
| FATE 
cannot 
| is ſaſh 
ver'd 
| ſur'd, 

| doth i 


Ad 


as the 


of E. 


Perſo 
they 


Being 
muſt 
fore) 
and t 


cCeſſai 


minic 
or aft 


But 


equa] 
of th 
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prea: 
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SON, I include the FATHER; if the HOLY 
GHOST, I muſt unavoidably be underſtood to 
refer to ſome whoſe Spirit that is: and ſo imply 


— a 


FATHER and SON both. Now, in all this, I . 


| cannot apprehend any Contradiction; for there 
| is ſufficient Evidence that this Doctrine is deli- 
| verdin Scripture, and we may be infallibly aſ- 


ſur'd, that what is there declar'd concerning it, 


doth not imply a Contradiction. 1 
AND now, *tis to be farther conſider'd, that 


as there is a Number in the Tzxinity, by which 


the Perſonsare neither more or leſs than HR ER; 


ſo there is alſo an Order, by which, of theſe 


Perſons, the FATHER is the Firſt, the SON the 


Second, and the HOLY GHOST the Third. 


Nor, is this Order Arbitrary or External, but 
| Internal and Neceſſary ; by Virtae of a Subor- 
dination of the Second unto the Firſt, and of the 
Third unto the Firſt and Second. Now, this 


Subordination proceeds not from any Inequality | 
of Eſſence, but from the Inequality of their 


Perſonal Properties. For as to their Eſſence, 
they are all of them GOD, (.. e.) Infinite in 


Being and Perfections; and being Infinite, the7 


muſt all be Equal, there being (as I argued be- 
tore) no ſuch Thing as more or leſs in Infinity; 


and then being equal in Eſſence they muſt ne- 


| ceſſarily be equal in Eſſential Power and Do- 

minion, and conſequently, as ſuch, none is afore 
or aſter Other; none is greater or leſs than Another. 
But though, as to their GOD. head they are all 
equal, yet in Order of Nature, and in Reſpect 
of their Perſonal Properties, the Third is Infe- 
710ur, the Second Superiour, and the Firſt Su- 
pream. For the GO D-head was communicated 
from the FATHER unto the SON, not from the 


The Sub- 
ordinati- 
on of the 
Perſons in 


SON unto the Father; though therefore this e TRI 
were NITV. 


9 — Rn 
i > 
a > 8 - ö 


— 8 


— Ms. 


no Priority of Time, yet there muſt be acknoy-. 


ledg'd a Priority of Order, by which, the FTA. 


TIR, not the SON, is Firſt; and the SON, 


not the FATHER, Second. Again, the ſame 


6G0O D. head is communicated by the FATHER 


and the SON, unto the HOLY GHOST, not 


by the HOLY GHOST to the FATHER or the 


SON : though therefore this was alſo done from 


all Eternity, and therefore can admit of no Pri. 


ority in Reference to Time; yet, that of Order, 


mult be here obſervd: ſo that the Holy Spirit 


receiving the GOD-head from the FATHER; 


who is the Firſt Perſon, cannot be the Firſt; re- : 


ceiving the {ame from the SON, who is the de. 


cond, cannot be the Second, but being from the 
Firſt and the Second, muſt be of the TREE the 


Third. Agreeable hereunto is the Athanaſian 
Creed. The FAT HER is made of none, neither Created, 
nor Begotten. The SOM is of the FATHER alone, 
not Made, nor Created, but Begotten. The HOLT 
G HOST ts of the FATHE R and the SO N; neither 
Made, nor Created, nor Begotten, but Proceeding, 
So that in a Word, the FATHER who Rego 
muſt in that Refpect be Superiour to the SON 


who was Begotten; and the HOLY GHOST 
who Proceeded, mult in that Reſpect be Inferiour | 


to the FATHER and the SON, from whom he 


Proceeded: And upon this Inequality their Sub- 


ordination is founded. 


AND now ſince the Doctrine of the Ever - 
bleſſed Tzxinity, hath by the Malice of the De- 


vil, and the Envy of Ambitious and Wicked 


Men, met with more Oppoſition than all other 
Chriſtian Doctrines: The Arians, Sabellians, 
Eunomans, Apollinariſts, Macedonians, and al- 


2 al Hereticks denying either the Dixit 


Upon Trinity-Sunday, 1 


were done from all Eternity, and ſo there can an be 


of the One, or Equality of all the Perſons; I 1 þ 
think it will be very ſeaſonable to conclude my 1 
Diſcourſe with ſome excellent Obſervations out 1 
of the Creed of St. Athanaſius, which is always 1 
on this Feſtival appointed to be read; and which | In 3 
contradièts expreſly all thoſe Hereſies which the = _ 
Catholick Church condemn'd in the Primitive Athaniſi- | 1 
Councils: As to the Tzxinity teaching us, anCreed: 1 
That we muſt not confound the Perſons (withSabel- | 15 
& lius) For, there is one Perſon of the FAT HER, | Wh 
another of the SO N, and another of the HOLY | jo 
* GHOST, &c. Nor yet may we divide the \ 8 
« Subſtance (with Arius and Eunomius) for the | 100 


“ O. head of the FATHER, of the SON, and 1 
& of the HOLY GHOST, is all One, &c. Not 1 
« only the FATHER is GOD, but the SON 5s "nn 
« GOD, (which Arius denied) and the HOLY _ 
_ GHOST is GOD, (which Macedonius would 
“ not grant,) and yet it does not follow (as the 
* Arians pretended) that there are IHREE GODS. 


* Apain, as to the Incarnation of our Saviour, . {| 188 
* It declares, that he is very GOD, of the Sub- 39 
ſtance of his FATHER (againſt Arius, Samo- Wi! 
* ſatenus, and Photinus) and very Man of the | 11 00 
| © Subſtance of his Mother (which Apollinaris de- 
| © nied) of areaſonable Soul, (which the ſame He- 
* retick difown'd) and Humane Fleſh, (which 1 
the Valentinians allow'd not) and yet be is not | 1 
* Two, (as Neſtorius imagin'd j but One CHRIST. —_ 
* One, not by Confuſion of Subſtance, (as Eutyches 1 
* held,) but by Unity of Perſon. Thus much may [ | 9 
| ſuffice upon this Argument, and I hope I have ' 
| hitherto aſſerted nothing but what is agreeable | 
to the Doctrine of the Church of England, and = 
to the Senſe of wiſe and good Men. There —_ 
have been ſeveral who have attempted a more 1 


, - ; . * 4 * 5 ; 
particular Explication of this great Myſtery, by W 
15 | the 1 
| 1 
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ture by the 
HOLY GH 
finite Underſtandings, and Inexplicable by us 
Therefore, I dare not pretend to a farther 


the Strength of Reaſon ; but after all, it mit 


be allow'd, that the particular Manner of the 
Exiſtence of theſe Tux Differences or Per. 


ſons in the Divine Nature; (expreſs in Scrip. 
ames of FATHER, SON, and 
T,) is Incomprehenſible by our 


Explication of this Matter, knowing both the 
Difficulty and Danger of ſuch an Attempt, and 
mine own Inſufficiency to Pee It. 


on 2 
— —— rec Fry 2 ae 2 
— Sean — 


Epiſtle, 


Rev. 4 CONSIDERATIONS fehl 
from FOR | — 
che End. | Tri NIT Y-SUNDAY. Ver. 1.to 


The My- 
ſtery of 
the TRI- 
NITY 


execeds our 
Compre- Us. 
and Glorious for our weak Eye to faſten upon 


ion, 


Ver. 16. 


INCE the Doctrine of the Ever- bleſſed Tn.. 
I nity, is univerſally acknowledg'd to be 
great and ſtupendious Myſtery, and ſo impertett- 
ly reveal'd, as to be in a great Meaſure Incom- 
prehenſible by Humane Reaſon; it is high Pre- 
ſumption in any Perſon, too curiouſly to inquire 
into this Supernatural Truth, which exceeds al 
our Intellectual Abilities, and which G00 in 
his Infinite Wiſdom is pleas d to conceal from 
As it is in it ſelf, *tis an Object too Bright 


an Abyſs too deep for our ſhort Reaſon to fa- 
thom ! It is ſufficient that Almighty GOD hath 
declar'd what he thought fit in this Matter, and 
that we do firmly believe what he ſays concern- 
ing it to be true, though we do not perfedly 


- comprehend the Meaning of all that he hath ſaid 


about it. 


THAT 


—— #kﬀk 
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every 
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mwoſt 
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dies of the Divine Nature. 
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THAT there is one Divine Nature or Eſſence, 
common unto TREE Perſons incomprehenſibly 
united, and ineffably diſtinguiſh'd ; united in 
eſſential Attributes, but diſtinguiſh'd by peculi- 
ar Idioms and Relations ; all equally infinite in 
every Divine Perfection, and each different 
from other in Order and Manner of Subſiſtence: 
Theſe are Notions which may well puzzle the 
moſt profound Philoſopher, in conceiving how 
they agree; but, at the ſame time, ſhould not 
ſtagger our Faith in aſſenting to the Truth of 
them. For, the Doctrine of the TREE Glo- e Po. 
rious Relations in the G0 D- head, however In- &rine of 
comprehenſible, is never the leſs Credible: Itthe TRI- 
being clearly the Revelation of GOD to us of NITY 
himſelf, whoſe Nature is Incomprehenſible, and Ro 
whoſe Naked Word is as Infallible as a Demon- 


] | prehenſi- 
ſtration. Therefore, that we cannot Compre- ble, is ne- 


hend this Myſtery, is no ſuſficient Reaſon not ver the leſs 


to believe it. But now to give ſome plain In- Credible: 
ſtances, that it is not repugnant to Reaſon, to 
believe ſome Things which are Incomprehenſible 
by our Reaſon, (provided that we have ſuffici- 
ent Ground and Reaſon for the Belief of them) 
ſnall endeavour in the following Particu- 
ars. 1 5 
1. ALMIGHTY GOD, is certainly the great- Reaſon, 
eſt Myſtery of all Others; and acknowledged by J what 


Mankind to be in his Nature, and in the parti- Things it is 


. : | no compe- 
cular Manner of his Exiſtence, Incomprehenſi-;,1r7,, 


ble by Humane Underſtanding. For, Reaſon 


that is limited and reftrain'd, cannot frame a 
Conception that is commenſurate to the Eſſence 
and Power of GOD. This will appear more 
E clearly, by conſidering the myſterious Excellen- 


g | For, who can ima- 
bine, or underſtand, how G0D's Immenfity 
5 Adoth 


tent Judge. 
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doth conſiſt with his perfect Simplicity, or 

that without any Parts he doth co-exiſt to a 
poſſible Extenſion of Matter; being All Here, 

and Wholly There, and Immenſely every 
where? Who can apprehend how his Knoy. 

ledge can Certainly and Infallibly fore-ſee an x. 

vent, through uncertain and contingent Cauſes? 

ls it not utterly inconceivable alſo how GOD 
could make a Beautiful World by a Word of his 
Mouth? And to name no more, what Wit of 

Man can reconcile, his Infinite Benignity with 

his moſt ſevere Decrees; or, compoſe the ſeem. 

ing Difference between his Mercy and his ]u- 

ſtice? No ſober Man ever doubted of the Cer- 

tainty of theſe Things, (becauſe they are plain- 

ly taught in Scripture,) though at the ſame time, 

they are full of Depth, Myſtery, and Wonder 

And altogether Imcomprehenſible by a finite 

„„ ue „ 5 
Our Inpo- 2. TO Proceed: There are many Things 
rence with likewiſe in our ſelves, which no Man is in any 
Rejpef #9 Meaſure able to comprehend, as to the Manner 
moſt fami- how they are done and perform'd : As for In- 
liarious, ſtance, the Vital Union of Son and Body, who 
dan imagine, by what Device or Means a Spirit 
comes to be ſo cloſely united to a Material Body, 
that they are not to be parted without great 
Force and Violence offer'd to Nature ? The like 
may be ſaid of the Operations of our ſeveral 
Faculties of Senſe and Imagination, of Memory and 
Reaſon, and eſpecially of the Liberty of our 
Wills. And again, who can imagine by what 
Means we ſo conform our Voice, as to exprels 
with Eaſe what Word, and be able to deliver it 
in with what Accent we pleaſe, without know- 
ing either the 079475 of Speech, or the Manner of 
applying them? The particular Mannern hag 
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theſe Operations are perform'd, are Incompre- 
henſible and Inexplicable by us; and would be 
Incredible alſo, did not our conſtant Experi- 
ence demonſtrate the Infallibility thereof. f 
TO all which, we may add a great many things 
in Nature, which we cannot Comprehend how 
they either are, or can be: As the Continuity of 
Matter, that is, how the Parts do hang fo faſt 
together, that they are many Times very hard 
to be parted 3 and yet we are ſure it is fo, be- 
cauſe we ſee It every Day. What Vertue can 
we imagine in Nature able to digeſt an Earthy 
Juice, into the Invincible Firmneſs of a Diamond? 
And is it not very aſtoniſhing that a Star, which 
to our Sight, ſeems but. a glittering Spark, 
ſhould, from fo vaſt a Diſtance, repleniſh with 
its Light or Image this ſpacious Region? And 
to give .but one Inſtance more, who can Com- 
prehend how the ſmall Seeds of Things, contain 
the whole Form and Nature of the Things from 
which they proceed, and in which by Degrees 
they grow ? and yet we are never without an 
Annual Demonſtration of it. 
THUS we ſee by theſe Inſtances, that it is 
not repugnant to Reaſon to believe a great many 
Things to be, of the Manner of whoſe Exiſt- 
ence, we are not able to give a particular and 
diſtinct Account. And much leſs is it repugnant 
to Reaſon to believe the Doctrine of the Bleſſed 
Txinity, the Truth of which we have affirm'd 
by Divine Revelation, although the particular 
Manner of their Exiſtence is Incomprehenſible 
by our Reaſon. Tis ſufficient the Belief of Su- 
pernatural Myſteries, is built on the Veracity, 
and Power of GOD; That makes them pru- 
dently Credible. For, to believe only in Pro- 
portion to our narrow Conceptions, is to diſpa- 
8 rage 
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rage the Divine Truth, and debaſe the Divine 
Power. Alas! we are baffled in our Philoſophy 
about the ſmalleſt Inſe& ; and muſt we pretend 
to ſearch into the Myſteries of the Glorious 
Trinity ? The moſt ſedulous Enquiries, under- 
tiken by the moſt ſpeculative and acute Men, 
for a long Space of Time, have ſcarce perhaps 
exhthited one unqueſtionable Theorem in Natura 


„ 


I hiloſophy, one unexceptionable Maxim of Ethi. 


cal Prudence or Policy; all Things being ſtill ex- 


pos d to doubt and diſpute, as they were of old, 
when firſt Ad miration and Curioſity did prompt 
Men to hunt after the Cauſes of Things; and 
muſt we be buſily curious in Speculation about 
the Eſſence of GOD, daring to ſubject Divine 
Myſteries to our own Ratiocinations? Let us then 


_ rot ſtretch our Judgments beyond its Limits to 


Things ſo infinitely exceeding it, but believe the 
1 :{covery that GOD hath made of himſelf, and 


his Decrecs. If the Holy Scripture teacheth 
us plainly, that there is but one true GOD; 


I; it as maniieſtly doth aſcribe to all the Glori- 
ous Perſons in the Bleſſed Txmiry, the ſame 
Augult Names, Peculiar Characters, and Divine 
Attributes, (eſſential to the Deity : ) the ſame 


ſuperlatively Admirable Operations of Creation 


and Providence; if it alſo doth preſcribe to them 
the ſame ſupreamHonours, Services, Praiſes, and 
Acknowledgment to be paid unto them all; 
this may be abundantly enough to ſatisfy our 
Minds, to ſtop our Mouths, and to ſmother all 
Poubt end Diſpute about this Sublime and 
Incomprehenſible Myſtery. „„ 
LET us then with all the Powers and Faculties 
o our Souls, Magnify and Adore the Bleſſed 
Tyxiry, FATHER, SON, and HOLY 


GHOST; whereby we ſhall have an Opportu- Be 


nity 


— 
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| nity of Exerciſing a nobler Faith, than if we Le 7fun 
| could Comprehend it by our ſhallow Reaſonings, "rp gy 
and imperfect Demonſtrations. Let us be con- Arine, 
tent to ſtay for a full Apprehenſion of this Sub- e TRI. 
lime Truth, till we are advanc'd to a State of NITW 
Angelick Perfection, and come to behold the 0 . 
Glories of the Tri- une GOD Face to Face. In the 2 
mean time let us contemplate this wonderful | 
Myſtery, which 1s the moſt proper and con- 

natural Obje& of our Minds, and which on- 

ly can enlarge the Capacities, and ſatisfy the 
Appetites of our Immortal Souls. Let us 

raiſe our Affections from Earth to Heaven; 

from Temporal Objects to Eternal; which 

will be moſt efficacious to the begetting 

in us thoſe Graces and Diſpoſitions, Which 

are indiſpenſably requiſite for the Attain- 
ment, and for the Enjoyment of Everlaſting 
Glory. 95 9 


The PRAVER. 
147 BLESSED, Ineſfable, and moſt Myſterious 
B Trinity | How Admirable are thy Beau- 
ties! How Incomparable are thy Perfettions! How 
E Incomprehenſible are thoſe Relations of the Takes 
| moſt Bleſſed Perſons, which I Believe, and Admire, 
and Adore, but Uaderſtand not. The Angels are 
Amar d in the Unimaginable Beauties of that Glori- 
ous Preſence, and are ſwallom'd up nith the Ocean of 
= ty Infinity. How then can I, who am in the loweſt 

q 3 Order 
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Order of Underſtanding Creatures, and ba 


mov'd my ſelf farther from Thee, and from the 
Participation of thy Excellencies, by a Sinful Life, 


Praiſe Thee either according to my Duty, or tb 
Glories ? Yet be pleas'd to accept the humbleſt Adora. 
tions, and with a Favourable and a Gracious Eye, 


behold the loweſt Worſhippings ana Duty of thy 


Servant. I Confeſs and Glory in Thy Omnipotency: 
Thy Immenſity: Thy Goodneſs : Thy Uncircum- 
ſcribed Nature: Thy Truth: Thy Mercy: and Thy 


Omniſcience. Oh! let me always receive thy Bleſ- 


ſings, and Gracious Influences, that I may Adore 
Thee with all the Powers and Faculties of my Soul: 


Love Thee with all my Aſfections; and ſerve Thee 


with my Beſt and Earlieſt, and all my Induſtry, 
That being here tranſported with Divine Love, and 


buſted in thy Service, and the Duties of a Hol 
Life; Imay to all Eternity rejoice,” in the beholdins 
of thoſe Glories which are above all Capacities, a- 


bove all Heavens, above all Angels: even thoſe 
Ghories which ſtream forth from the Throne of the 
Eternal GOD the FAT HER, the SON, and the 
HOLY G HOST, to whom be Glory and Do- 
minion, Honour and Adoration, Eternally con- 


feſs'd due, and humbly paid by all Men, and all 
Angels, World without End. Amen. 


The 


The PaAxER. 


* 


— 2 = | — 8 
The ColLLECr. 


The ColLECr. 


A LMIGHTY and Everlaſting GOD! who haſt 

11 given unto me thy Servant Grace, by the 

Corfeſſion of a true Faith, to acknowledge the Glo- 
pof the Eternal TRINITY, and in the Power of 
the Divine Majeſty to Worſhip the Unity : 1 beſeech 

Thee, that Thou wouldſt keep me ſtedfaſt in this 
Faith, and ever-more defend me from all Adverſi- 
ties, who liveſt and reigneſt, One GOD, World 

without End. Amen. | Ts 
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Norning „Mom. 

_ Pſalms Ds N I. Leſſ. 

2 Ween og! 
4440. | 5 : | | 0 .I. 

„ S. Ma 5 | Evening, 

Evening... St. Andꝛe lo 8 Day. J. Lell. 
147, 145,\ 85 Prov. 21. 
149, 150.) A. Zelle 


St. AN. 8 was a Native of the City Bes. 
PREW'  /: 
Birth- erman, and Brother to Simon Peter; he was 
Place, brought up to his Father's Trade, and followed 
Sed. it with his Brother in the Lake of Geneſareth. 
2: He was one of the peculiar and ſele& Diſciples 
of John the Baptiſt, who being with him 
one Day as JESUS paſs'd by, the Baptiſt told 
him, that this was the Meſſiah, the Saviour of 
Fe follow; the World. Whereupon, Anwpzew, and an- 


our Sayi- Other Diſciple follow'd our Saviour to the Place 
our. of his Abode. For which Reaſon he is generally 


by the Greeks ſtiPd TgeroxaAnr©@, or, The Hyſt- 
called Diſciple ; tho? in a ſtri& Senſe he was not 
call'd till ſome time after. 5 

As ſoon as St. AnpREw had obtain'd the Know- 
ledge of the Meſſiah, and was confirm'd in his 


And diſco. Faith that JESUS was he; he immediately im- 


vers him parts the joyful News to his Brother Simon, who 
tobis embracing the ſame Faith, made haſt to 
Brother, CHRIST : and having ſtaid a ſhort Time to 
hear his Doctrine, they both returned Home 

agan. About a Year after, the Holy JESUS 


paſſing through Galilee, found theſe two Bro- 


thers fiſhing upon the Sea of Tiberias. At 


which Time, our LORD fully ſatisfied them of 


RE 


aida, in Galilee, Son to John or Jonas a Fil- 


ae > ave} ou” Howl — — 
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the Greatneſs and Divinity of his Perſon, by the 
Convictive Evidence of a miraculous Draught 
of Fiſhes, which they took at hisxCommand. After 
which, he enjoin'd them to follow him, for he 
would make them Fiſhers of Men, and they imme- 


263 


diately left their Nets, and followed him. Shortly 

after, St. Anprew, (with the reſt) was call'd is Riedl. 
to the Office and Honour of the Apoſtolate; made on to the 
Choice of, to be One of Thoſe that were Apoſto- 


to be CHRIS T's immediate Vicegerents for 


Planting and Propagating the Chriſtian Ghurch. 


AFTER our Bleſſed Saviour's Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, and the Deſcent of the HOLY 


abe. 


GHOST upon the Apoſtles, when they choſe 


among themſelves by Lot cach of them their 
Part of the World to Preach in; St. AN RE. 
is faid to have had Scythia, and the adjacent Re- 
gions aſſign'd him for his Province; to which he 


At wha: 
Places be 
chief 


* 


travelled through Cappadocia, Galatia, and Bi- Prędclrd. 


na, Preaching all the Way he went. The 
rt Place he made any Stay at, was Amynſus; 
irom thence he went toTrapezus, and ſo from one 


Place to another till he came to Nice, where he 


rema!n'd two Years, Preaching, and Working 
Miracles with great Succeſs. From Nice he 


went to Aliconedin, and fo to Chalcedon; whence 


ſailing throngh the Propontis, he came by the 


Euxine Sea to Heraclea, and from thence to A- 


maſtris: At all which Places, he met with ex- _ 


traordinary Difficulties, but overcame them 


with an undaunted Courage. From Amaſ! ri 
he went to Sinope, Where (as the Ancents ntoarm) 
de met with his Brother Peter: But before he 


left this Place, the Inhabitants of the City 


His Larba- 


YOUS Vage 


_ (who were Jews) treated him with all the Bar- a Sinope 
barity that the moſt inveterate Malice could ſug- 
Selt; and afterwards caſt him out of the City for 
R 4. end. 
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Dead. But he return'd again, and by ſeveral Mi- 
racles he wrought, brought many of them to à 
Senſe of their Errors, and converted them to 
the Faith. From Sope, he went again to Amyy. 
Jus, and then to Trapezus, thence to Neocæſarea; 
and to Samoſata, (the Birth-place of Lucian) 
where having baffled ſeveral Philoſophers, he 
return'd to Jeruſalem. At which Place he made 
a ſhort Stay, and then betook him felf to his for- 
mer Provinces; firſt to the Country of the 
Abasgi, where at Sebaſtople, a City on the Euxine 
Shoar, he Preach'd his Goſpel with great Suc- 
ceſs. From thence, he journyed into the Cour- 
try of the Zecchi,: and the Boſphorani; after 
which he removed to Cher ſoneſus, (a Great and 
Populous City within the Boſphorus) where he 
ſtaid a conſiderable Time. Atlaſt, he went back 
to Sinope, to Confirm the Churches he had 
thereabouts Planted, and Ordain'd one of 


Paul's Diſciples ( nam'd Plilologus ) Biſhop | 


His Plone. thereof. 


Sr HAVING thus ſpent a great deal of Time 
ſtianity at in Planting Chriſtianity in the World; at length 


Bizan- he went to Bizantium, (ſince calbd Conſt anti- 
tium. nople,) where he founded a Church for Divine 
Worihip, and ordain'd St. Pas beloved Stachys, 
Biſhop thereof. But, being baniſh'd out of that 
City by the Governour, he fied to Argyropolis, 
where he continued two Years, inſtructing the 
Inhabitants in the Knowledge of the Chriſtian 


Religion. From thence, he travelled over Thrace, 


Macedonia, Theſſaly, Achaia, and Epyrus, till at 


His Com- laſt, he came to Patræ, a City of Achaia, where 


ing to Fl ne confirm'd all thoſe T ruths he had Preach'd by 
Lrœ in A 


abs the Effuſion of his Blood, being condemnd to 


be Cruciſied by e#gezs the Procenſul of that Pro- 


VINCE. 
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4 latry, and to embrace the Worſhip of the true 
GOD. Whereupon, the Proconſul derided him 
as an Innovator inReligion ; aPropagator of that 


| Iy put to Death upon the Croſs. He likewiſe usd 
all the Arguments he could to draw over this 
| Apoſtle to worſhip his GODS, and to forſake 
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Oruciflxion was this: Coming one Day to his 
E Aorcas, (who was then at Patre,) he made his Martyr- 
1 Application to him, folemnly entreating him 


comply with ſuch Injunctions. But our A- 
poſtle reſolutely withſtood all the impious Pro- 


brought before him, he threatned him with a 


acceptable he ſhould be to his LORD and Ma- 


NOW the particular Cauſe of St. Axnprew?'s The Cauſe 


dom. 


to forſake his Heatheniſh Superſtitions and Ido- 
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Chriſtianity; threatning Death if he would not 


poſals of «Areas, who immediately caus'd him 
to be impriſon'd ; and the next Day being again 


lingring and tarmenting Death, if he would not 
ſacrifice to his GODS. The Apoſtle told him he 
mightdo his worſt; for the greater Conſtancy he 
ſhewed in his Sufferings for CHRIST, the more 


ſter. Mgeas being then greatly enraged, paſs'd 

the Sentence of Death upon him, firſt command- Eis prepa- 

Ing bim to be ſcourg'd by ſeven Lidours, which ratorySuf- 

was pertorm'd accordingly. After this, Com- ferings. 

mand was given, that he ſhould be faſten'd to 

the Croſs, not with Nails, but with Cords, 

that his Death might be more lingring and te- 

dious. Then was he led to Execution, and he- 

ing come within Sight of the Croſs, he ſaluted 

it with this kind of Addreſs: That he had 

long deſired and expected this happy Hour, 

** that the Croſs had been Conſecrated by the 

Body of CHRIST hanging on it, and Adorn'd 

with his Members as with ſo many ineſtimable 
| OR * Jewels; 
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Jewels; That he came Joyful and Triumph. 
ing to it, that it might receive him as a Dif. 
© ciple and Follower of him, who once hung 
upon it, and be the Means to carry him ſafe 
unto his Maſter, having been the Inſtrument 
„ upon which his Maſter had redeemed him, 
Having pray'd, and exhorted the Standers by to 
embrace the true Religion, he was faſten'd to 
the Croſs, (which is affirm'd to have been made 
in the Form of the Letter X, hence uſually 
known by the Name of St. Anpxtw's Croſs) 
 whereon he hung Two Days, teaching and in- 
ſtructing the People all the Time: And when 
great Importunities, in the mean while, were 
us d to the Proconſul to ſpare his Life, he ear- 
neſtly begg'd of our LORD, that he might at this 
Time depart, and ſeal the Truth of his Religion 
with his Blood. GOD Almighty granted his 
Requeſt, for he immediately expir'd on the laſt 
of November, though in what Year we have no 
certain Account. N 


And 
Death. 


—— : n 
3 Z * 


Epiſtle. 9 CoNSIptRATIONS N,. 
Rom. 10. Matth.4 
from F O R from 


Ver. . to EE RS > Ver.18.to 
ver 22. J St. Anprew's Dav. P ver. 2; 


1 1 Arrive at the Knowledge of that Infinite 
ledge of Being, who is the Sum and Comprehenſion 
GOD, of all Perfection, is certainly a Matter of the 
ſolutely ne. g reateſt Conſequence to us, both in Order to 
. our preſent Peace and future Happineſs. To fix 

our Minds on ſuch an Object, in which there 1s 
i 8 nothing but Beauty and Brightneſs ; what is 
4 Amiable, 


82 2 
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Amiable, and what 1s Excellent ; what will ra- 

viſh our Affections, and raiſe our Wonder! muſt 
certainly be an inexpreſſible Satisfaction; and 

not only ſo, but it is in Order to Everlaſting 
Bliſs. And therefore, if IJ had an Underſtand- 

ing that could command all the Knowledge of 
Nature and Art, of Words and Things; could 
attain to a Maſtery in all Languages, and ſound 

the Depths of all Arts and Sciences; meaſure the 

Earth and the Heavens; tell the Stars, and de- 

clare their Order and Number; and yet in the 

mean time ſhould be deſtitute of the Knowledge 

of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, who is the It excels 
Way, the Truth, and the Life ;, all this would but «7 ober 
render me like the Philoſopher, who, whilſt dciences. 
he was gazing upon the Stars, fell into the 

Ditch ; I ſhould but ſapienter deſcendere in In- 
fernum, be undone with all my curious Specu- 
lations, F 

II is therefore abſolutely neceſſary that we 

ſhould know GOD, and the Bleſſed JESUS, in 


Order to our being Happy; This is Life Eternal, 


(that is, the only way to it,) to know Thee the 
enly true GOD, and FESUS CHRIST, whom thou 
haſt ſent. (John 17. 3.) The Apoſtle, of whom 
we have been ſpeaking, was confirmed in this 
Belief : For of all the Twelve, St. Adp RRE. was St. AN- 
the firſt mentioned by Name to have been a Fol- DREW 
lower and Diſciple of our Saviour. He no ©9vers'd 
ſooner heard the Baptiſ ſpeak of the Lamb of mw na 
GOD, the true Sacrifice, that was to Expiate us 
the Sins of Mankind, but immediately he was 


affected with a Deſire to follow him. He that 
FE followeth me, ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſpall 
| have the Light of Life, (ſays our Bleſſed Redee- 
mer.) The true Importance and Deſign of 
E Which Words, our Apoſtle very well under- 


ſtood 3 
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268  ConSIDERATIONS = 
ſtood ; he knew that the only Way to be en. 1 A8 
lighten'd was to know and converſe with the tlic A. 
Bleſſed JESUS, and to form his Diſpoſition 1 part t 
and Actions upon the perfect Model of thy MW him im 
Bright Example. All the Pleaſures that this 1 1y the 
World can afford us are flat and inſipid; but tie Findn 


Converſation of the Bleſſod JESUS, is incon. ture: 

The Happi- ceivable Happineſs ! It is incomparably beyond Thins 

neſs of any Happineſs in this World, as being free fron and di 
190 - 5 all thoſe ſharp and bitter Ingredients, which do neſs. 

ation, abate and allay the Felicities of this Life. There owes 

is no ſenſual Pleaſure but is either purchasd by MW eſpec! 

ſome Pain, or is attended with it, or ends init, 1 Char 

A great Eſtate is neither to be got without Kelat 

Care, nor kept without Fear, nor loſt without {We thor! 

Trouble. Dignity and Greatneſs is troubleſome tbere 


almoſt to all Mankind: And Knowledge, (that 1 SOL 
is one of the greateſt Pleaſures of Humane Bleſſ 
Life) :s (in the Opinion of Solomon) Vexatim 0 bi 
J Spirit. Thus all Things in this World, have and 
a Mixture of Good and Evil; but the Happineſs We *<©2 
of knowing and converſing with the Bleſſed JE- tun 
SUS is free from Allay and Imperfection; there latic 
is nothing in it to imbitter our Bleſſings, or ob- led 
{cure our Joy: it produces ſuch Pleaſures as ate lieh 
Manly and Excellent, Chaſt and Intellectual, W the 
Infinitely more Pure and Refin'd than thoſe of Inel 
St. AN. Sence. Therefore, let us imitate the Example whi 
DREW'sof the Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Anpzew, who left all Ble 
Example to follow the Captain of his Salvation: His Soul 6 


war th our as enamour'd with GOD and Goodneſs, and the 
Imitation expected not his Comforts from ſenſual Enjoy- anc 
ments, for he found Exquiſite Delights 1n the val 

_ Exerciſes of Virtue and Devotion, and even en- the 

joy'd the Dfficulties he underwent for him, . yo 

whoſe Friendſhipand whoſe Power are Everlalt» WW 45 

103. | 5 


AS 


For St. AxnaRW 5 Dor. 255 
l. 3 AS foon as this Bleſſed Saint had diſcover'd 
tie eſiab, he went to his Brother Simon to im- 
ns 8 part the Joyful News to him, and conducted 
+ him immediately to JESUS. This was certain- 
i N ly the moſt exalted Charity, and the greateſt 
e Findneſs, that could be ſhewn to Humane Na- 
„ture: For, he inſtructed his Brother in the Charity 
1 & Things which concern'd the Kingdom of GOD, 10 Mens 
and directed him in the Way to Eternal Happi- e 
o neſs. Now this is a Duty which every Man 
. 
J 


_ —_— — ano __—_—_——_—— 
— — — — — 


| owes to another as he hath Opportunity, but 
E eſpecially to thoſe who are under our Care and 
Charge, our Children, and Servants, or near 
Relations, thoſe over whom we have a ſpecial Au- 
thority, and a more immediate Influence. When 
therefore we know any Perſon to be Ignorant of 
| GOD and Religion, let us in Imitation of this 
& Bleſſed Saint's Example, endeavour by all means 
to bring them to the Knowledge of their Duty, 
and excite them to the Practice of it: Let us, 
| according to our ſeveral Capacities and Oppor- 
tunities, labour to make all our Friends and Re- 
lations true Followers and Servants of the Bleſ- 
led JESUS, which is the moſt Pleaſant and De- 
bon, the molt Happy and Glorious Work in 
tne World : This is a Work of Great and 
Ineſtimable Benefit to Mankind, and for 
which, many Generations fo come will call us 
Bleſſed, 
ANOTHER Circumaliace remarkable 1 
the Life of this Bleſſed Saint, was his Patience 
and Exemplary Carriage under Sufferings. He St. AN- 
valned not the Threats of Ageas, neither Was EN ; 
the pale Conqueror unwelcome to him; for he plary Pa- 
went to Execution with a Chearful and Compo- tience. 
ſed Mind. He was not Afraid of them that could 
oy Kill the we Foey; but even rejoice! that he Tas ac- 
counted 
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counted worthy to ſuffer for the Sake of CHRIVOI. 
If ever true Courage and Greatneſs of Mind ay. 
pear'd in any Perſon in the World, it was in 
this Heroick Martyr, who with ſuch a generoy, 
and unterrifyed Mind, defied Dangers and Tor- 


ments; own'd and gloried in the Profeſſion of 
_ Chriſtianity, againſt all the Reproaches and per. 


ſecutions which the worſt of his Adverſaries 


could make againſt him. The Bitterneſs of his 


Sufferings made- his Patience more Eminent and 
Iluſtrious ! This is an undeniable Evidence of 
the Divinity of our Religion, when we ſee the 


Profeſſors of it look Death and Danger in the 


Face with an unconcern'd Eye. Certainly, noRe- 
ligion ever expos'd its Followers to ſuch Suffer- 
ings, nor inſpir'd them with ſuch Reſolution to 
ſuſtain them. They ſang the Praiſes of CHRIST 
(their Tongues being Harmonious with the Af. 
lections of their Hearts) in the Flames; they 
preach'd him from the Croſſes, and rejoic'd in 
him as their only Good, in the midſt of devour- 
ing Beaſts. Such Heroical and Exalted Con- 


ſtancy muſt be aſcribed to the Breaſt-Plate of 


Faith and Love, and a Celeſtial Temper ; ſuch 
invincible Faith, as made them not only Patient, 
but Triumphant in their Sufferings ! as if they 


had been Glorified in their Souls, and impaſſi- 


ble to the Sufferings of their Bodies. They 
who depend upon their Natural Powers, or 
their moſt exquiſite Philoſophy, can never riſe ſo 


high, nor thus abſtra& their Minds from Matter 


and Senſe. No Principle but that of Faith 
and Hope in GOD Almighty, is capable of 
ſuch Divine Operations ! Let us then call up all 
our Powers of Reaſon and Religion: Let us 
remember whom we have engag d to follow; 
and, with all the Reſolute Fidelity due 0 our 
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The PRAVER. 


= 


Vows and Obedience, ſet our ſelves manfully to 


take up his Croſs, who ſubmitted to die upon a 
Croſs for our Salvation. By this means we 
hall be taught to underſtand and value the 
gufferings of our great Maſter ; of which, we 


' ſhould have but a very Cold and Imperfect 


Idea, did not our Experience teach us what 
it is to ſuffer : And the greateſt Conformity to 
his Image our Tryals work us up to, the Clear- 
er and more Affecting Senſe we ſhall have of his 
Infinite Condeſcenſion. Since therefore Suf- 
ferings and Afflictions are the moſt Authentick 
Inſtances of our Virtue and Obedience ; let us 
highly value the Honour and Dignity of Suffer- 
ing for our Saviour, and let us ſoften all our 
Diſtreſſes by this Conſideration ; That with- 
in a little while, there ſhall be an Everlaſting 
Period put to all our Sorrows and Miſeries, 
when we ſhall be remov'd from all the Troubles 
and Temptations of a wicked deceitful World, 
and be ſafely landed in the Regions of Bliſs and 
Immortality. 5 


The PaAxER. 
NJ MOST Bleſſed Saviour ' aud Redeemer 
FES OS! who, out of thine Infinite Mer- 


and Compaſſion, didſt kindle in the Bleſſed Apo- 
le St. AxpREw, ſo Ardent a Love of Thee, that 


e leſt All to be thy True and Faithful Follower : 
23 Inſpire my Soul, I moſt humbly beſeech Thee, with 
q Hily Deſire of Thee, that I inay ſo earneſtly de- 
| ſire as diligently to ſeck Thee 5 ſo ſucceſsfully feek, 


| a; to be Happy in fmding Thee; male me ſo ſenſi- 


_ ble 
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ble of that Happineſs in finding, as moſt paſſionately 
1% Love Thee; ſo effetualy to expreſs that Lot, 
as to ſuſfer any Thing for thy Sake with a te 1275 
and Triumphant Spirit. O! Grant, that all th I 125 
Miſeries of this Life, may be rendred eaſy ac 
ſupportable by thy Divine Aſſiſtance ; by the Con: N 
templation of thy Example, and by the many Pa-. © 
terns of Conſtancy and Virtue, which thy now Glori. 105. 
ous Saints (but once Afflicted Servants) have in al 
Ages ſet for my Imitation and Encouragement, 
That ſo being encouraged by the bright Example if 
70% Bleſſed Apoſtle ;, ſaſtain d by the Aſſurance if 
Eternal Rewards; and directed in the right Way by 
the Light of thy Doctrine; I may ſo paſs thray| 
Tongs Temporal, that I finally loſe not the Things 
Eternal; through thy Merits and Intes ceſſion, 0 
moſt Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer FESUS| to 
whom with the Father, and the HO LY G HOST, be 
all Honour and Glory, Might, Majeſty and Domi. 
nion, nom and to all Eternity, Amen. 
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Ihe CorxEcr. 


ALMIGHTY GOD! who didſt give ſuch Grace 
* >» unto thy Holy Apoſtle St. ANDREW, that he 

readily obeyed the Calling of thy Son JESUSCHRIFST, 
and Followed him without Delay: Grant unto me, 
and all thy Servants, that we being call'd by thy Holy 
Word, may forthwith give up our ſelves obediently 
to fulfil thy Holy Commandments, through the ſame 
JESUS CHRIST our LORD. Amen. 
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| A n 5 —_ II. Act. 2 ls 
St. Thomas's Dar, | Even. 
Evening. : | 1. Leſſ. 
106. | Prov. 24 
| 8 h IL1Fob.s 


his Birth and Relations; he was (as Simeon Me- feſſion. 
taphraſtes affirms) born of mean Patents, and 
brought up a Fiſner- man; but withal, very 

well inſtructed in the Knowledge of the Scrip> _ 
| tures. He was, (together with the reſt,) called ii ca 
to the Apoſtleſnhip; and not long after, gave an the Apo- 
eminent Inſtance of his Hearty Willingneſs to filelhip. 
naderzo the ſaddeſt Fate that might attend 

them. For, when our Bleſſed Saviour was re- 

ſolv'd to go into Judea, in order to raiſe Laxa- 

ui from the Dead, the reſt of the Apoſtles were 
acgainſt his going, becauſe they ſhould run the 

| Danger with him of being put to Death by the 


e ewe, who had lately endeavour'd to ſtone him: 

e But St. Tous defir'd them not to hinder %, ere 
„CHRIS T's Journey thither, whatſoever Dan- hellen 

, gers they might encounter; nay, (faith he.) Let ro our Sa- 
J «5 alſo go, that we may die with him; intimating, viour. 

| That if it was his Maſter's Pleaſure to go, it 


8 was 


* n * 
— — ” — 


(2) Didymus from the Greek Word AT'ATMOE, figni- 

fes 4 Twins and ſo doth the Syriack, HAMA, from 

tf WH mince THOMAS: jo that in Effet ons Name ſerves bus 10 
| Merpret the Other. | 
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was their Duty to attend him to the very Brink 

of the Grave. Not long after this, our Bleſ. 

ſed Saviour a little before his Sufferings, was 
ſpeaking of his Departure from them to the 

Glory of his Father, telling his Apoſtles that 

he was going to prepare a Place of Bliſs and Hap- 

pineſs for them; aſſuring them alſo, that they 

might follow him, becauſe they knew both the 

Place whither he was going, and the Way thi. 

ther. Tuouas (who at that Time happen'd 

to be ſomewhat defective in the Quickaeſs and 
Alcumen of his Underſtanding ) ſaid to hin 
Eis Que- LORD we know not whither thou poeſt, and hom ol 
22 _— know the Way ? To which our LORD returis 
Der: this ſhort but ſatisfactory Anſwer ; That he wa; 
ture. the true Living Hay; the Perſon whom the Fa- 
ther had ſent into the World to ſhew Men the 

Paths of Eternal Life ; and that they ſhould not 

mifs of Heaven, if they did but keep to that 

Way, which he had preſcrib'd and chalkd ont 
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before them. 775 
Af TER our Bleſſed Saviour's Reſurrection 
from the Dead, and Appearance to the Apo— 
ſtles, by which they were convinced that 
he was really riſen, Tuouas ( not being with 
them) remain'd in his Infidelity; and though 
they unanimouſly aſſerted, that they had Iofalli- 
bly ſeen the LORD, yet he obſtinately refusd 
Herefuſes to give Credit to what they ſaid, unleſs he him- 
og ſelf had the utmoſt Evidence of Sence ; narte- 
furreai. IV, Except he ſaw in his Hands the Prints of the 
ort of our Nails, and thruſt his Hand into bt: Side, he woula 
daviour. not believe. (John 28. 3. But the Com paſſionate 
JESUS, who made Uſe of all his Infidelity to 
eſtabliſh the Certainty of the Reſurrection, 
would not forſake the Apoſtle in his Unbelief; 
and therefore, on the LORD's Day following, 
as 
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s a ſecond Eſtabliſhmeat of that Day for the 
E Chriſtian Sabbath) he re- appear d to the Apo- 
ges, who were all met together for the Perfor- 
mance of their publick Worſhip. And after 
tue uſual Salutation, Peace be unto you, he mer- 
" W& cifully caſt his Eye upon Tuouas (whom neither 
the Scriptures nor the Apoſtles could ſatisfy) 55 
and bid him, Reach out his Hand, and put it into He is con- 
„is Side, and his Finger into the Print of the Nails, vinced by x 
1 and confirm his Faith by a Demonſtration from uſible 
| E Senſe. Tuouas having ſatisfied his Curioſity, A 
FFT 72 * 3 8 tion. 

and being convinc'd of his Error, in a Tranſport 

5d out, My LORD! and my GOD! JESUS 

ſaid unto him, Twomas, Thou doeſt well to be- 

ere upon this Teſtimony of thy Senſes ; but 

withal, take Notice, that it is a much more No- 

ble and Commendable AC of Faith, to acquieſce 

in a Rational Evidence, and to entertain the Do: 

ctrines and Relations of the Goſpel upon ſuch 

Aſſurances of the Truth of Things, as are fit 
to ſatisfy a Wile and Sober Man, though he did 

not ſee them with his Eyes. 
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IE Bleſſed JESUS having thus in his merci- 
- fu Condeſcenſion ſatisfied the Scruples of this 

| E Incredulous Apoſtle, he became afterwards (as 

' St. Cryſoſtom ys) invincible in his Faith, and 


Went through almoſt all Parts of the World, and 


0 lived withoutFear in the midſt ofthe molt bar ba- 
- IF rous Nations, performing his Duty without any 


Regard to his own Security and Life. To this A- 


„ poſtle (according to the Tradition of the Church 
in 0riger's Time) was allotted Parthia, which oy ona 
© WW thencontain'd all Perſia; and ſome hath given us“ 1APAr: 
0 | COM | | 8 6 | a 4 thia- 

I = Catalogue of the ſeveral People in that Ring- 

> dom to whom Twowmas preach'd, viz. The 
„ede, Perſians, Carmanians, Hyrcanans, Ba- 
„Laus, and Alhiopeans; ſome of the Ancients 
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Verts the 


King of 


Malibar. ed by great Numbers of his Friends and Subjects. 


And is 


fin y ile he was intent at Prayer, they firſt loaded him 


Brach- 
mans-⸗ 


Way into the Eaſtern Conntrys, as far as Suma. 


del; and at Malibar (the A etre polis of the City) 


Am, that i in Pirſie be met with the Mia, a or 
Wiſe-Men, who came that long Journey from the 
Eaſt to bring Preſents to our new-born Saviour, 
whom heBaptized, and took along with himags his 
Companions and Co adjutors in the Propagation 
of the Goſpel. As to his Travelling a great 


tra, anciently Trapobane, and the Country of the 
Brachmans, the Diſcoveries made by the Porty. 
gals in thoſe Parts, ſeem capable of giving a 
mor e Authentick Relation in ſome Things, than 
can he expected from the Ancients ; partly from 
Monuments and Writings, and partly from the 
Traditions of the C: kriſtians there. They re- 
late, that our N came to Socotora, thence 
to Grengancr, and fo forwards, inſtr acting the 
Pcople in the Princ iples of Chriſtianity. Then 
returning, he came to the Kingdom of Corman- 


he began to erect a Church for his Converts, but 
was bindred by the Prieſts, and Sa amo Prince 
of that Country. But at laſt, by the ſeveral 
Miracles be wrought, he converted Sagamo to 
the Chriſtian Faith, who then ſuffered his Work 
to go on, and whole Example was ſoon follow- 


This much exaſperated the Brachmans, who 
fearing the Down-fall of their Rites and Reli- 
gion, teſolv'd upon his Death; and according - 
ly at a Tomb not far from the City, where the 
Apoſtle often retir'd for his Devotions; while 


with Stones and Darts; till one of them coming 
nearer, ran him through with a Lance. His 
Body was 5 55 up by his Diſciple:, and buried 
kn the hure a which he had lately built, and 


which was akte rwards improved into a Fa- 
brick 


9 
1 A $ 
oy 
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brick of great Statelinefs and Magnifi- 
cence. | 
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; ous { CONSIDERATIONS Nene. 
5 from 5 FOR | 72 
ver. 10. t x 2 | 7 | er. 24. to 
ebe 08t. THOMAS Day. the End, 
; TTHEN the Bleſſed JESUS was pleas'd 
a / out of his merciful Condeſcenſion, to 
f confute by ſenſible Evidence, the Inficelity of 
: St. Tomas : He, at the ſame Time, told him, 
; that he did well to believe the Verity and Re- 
; ality of his Reſurrection, when he had Manual 


E and Ocular Demonſtration of it; but They 
\ WW. (fays he) are Bleſſed (in an extraordinary Man- 
) ner) that have not Seen, and yet have Believed, 
© The Deſign of which Words, was to Illuſtrate 
| W tbe Excellency of Faith, without which (faith 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ) it is impoſſible to pleaſe 


g E GOD: For, He that cometh unto GOD, muſt bee 

: live that He is, and that He is a Rewarder of Them 

that diligently ſeek Him. (Heb. 11.6.) Now, the 

© general Notion of Faith is this: (*) That it is . . 

y an Aſſent to that which is Credible, as Credible. ture of 

5 Now, that is properly Credible, which is not Faith 45. 


HK ; apparent of it ſelf, nor certainly to be Colle- %.. 
W <td, either Antecedently by its Cauſe, or Re- 


e +erfely by its Effect; and yet, (though by none 
- of theſe Ways) hath the Atteſtation of a Truth. 
„ W for, thoſe Things which are apparent of them- 
1 W ves, are either fo in reſpect of our Senſe, as 
5 W ER that 
4 141 — | — ng nennmennn——mennmn een 
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that Snow is White, and Fire is Hot; or in re- 

ſpect of our Underſtanding, as that the Whole 

of any Thing is greater than any Part of the 

Whole; that every Thing imaginable either is, 

or is not. Now, theſe Things are not aid pro. 

perly to be believed, but to be known, he- 

cauſe they are evident both to our Senſe and 
Underſtanding. Again, other Things, thougli 

not immediately apparent in themſelves, may 

yet appear moſt certain and evidently true,by an 
immediate and neceſſary Connexion with ſome- 

thing formerly known. For, being every Natural 

Cauſe actually applied, doth neceſſarily produce 

its own Natural Effect, and every Natural Effeg 

wholly dependeth upon, and abſolutely pre- 
ſuppoſeth its own proper Cauſe ; there ore, 

there muſt be an immediate Connexion between 

the Cauſe and its Effect. From whence it fol- 

los, that if the Connexion be once clearly 
perceived, the Effect will be known in the 

Cauſe, and the Cauſe by the Effect. And by 

theſe Ways, proceeding from Principles evi- 
dently known, by Conſequences certainly con- 
cluding, we come to the Knowledge of Propo- 

ſitions in Mathematicks, and Concluſions in other 
Sciences; which Propoſitions and Concluſions 

are not faid to be Credible, but Scientifical; and 

5 the Comprehenſion of them is not Faith but Sci. 
1 trace, ne. But when any Thing propounded to us, 
"4 Is neither apparent to our Senſe, nor eyident to 
1 our Underſtanding, in and of it ſelf ; neither 
certainly to be collected from any clear and ne- 
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5 ceeſſary Connexion with the Cauſe from which it 
Þ proceedeth,or the Effects which it naturally pro- 
5 duceth, and yet notwithſtanding, appeareth to 
1} us True, (not by a Manifeſtation, but Atteſtati- 
[ on of the Truth) and ſo moveth us to Aſſent 
. : | unto 


. 


„ — — 
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Por St. Thomass Day. 
bot of it ſelf, but by Virtue of the Teſtimony gi- 
even to it; this is ſaid properly to be Credible, 
1 I and an Aſſent unto unto this, upon ſuch Credibi- 
i is in the proper Notion Faith or Belief. 
- KF HAVING thus defined and illuſtrated the 
Nature of Faith in General; it will be farther 
1 W ygccefbry to obſerve, that there is a Two-fold 
l fut, diſtinguiſt'd by this double Object, a 
/ W Humane, and a Divine Faith. Humane Faith is Humans 
an Aſſent unto any Thing Credible, meerly upon Faith. | 
the Teſtimony of Man. It is by Virtue of this | 
l E Humane Faith, that we doubt not at all of thoſe 
© MW. Things which we never ſaw, by Reaſon of their 
| E Diſtance from us, either by Time or Place: 
" W for Inſtance, who doubts whither there be ſuch 
„nan [land as Jamaica, tho' he never paſs'd any 
u of our Four Seas? or, who pretends to deny 
þ that Ceſar conquer'd Pompcy, or that Titus ſuc- 
l ceeded “ eſpaſian, tho? both theſe are beyond the 
© WF 9iolibility of the Knowledge of Man? Upon 
) W this kind of Faith alſo we proceed in the ordi- 
E nary Affairs of our Life; there is no Juſtice 
executed, no Commerce maintained, no Buſi- 
neſs proſecuted, without this Humane Faith, 
| grounded upon the Teſtimony of Man. 
I DIVINE Faith is an Aﬀent unto ſomething as ,;, 
d | Credible upon the Teſtimony of GOD. This Faith. 
Alſſent is the higheſt kind of Faith, becauſe tze 
| ObjeQ hath the higheſt Credibilit), being ground- 
„ ced upon the Teſtimony of GOD, which is infal- 
lible. He is of that Univerſal Knowledge, and 
| Infinite Wiſdom, that it is impoſſible he ſhould 
be deceived ; of that Indefectible Holineſs, and 
Tranſcendent Rectitude, that it is not imagina- 
ble he ſhould intend to deceive any Man; and 
| conſequently, whatſoever he hath deliver'd far 
Truth, muſt be Neceſſarily and Infallibly | 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


True. That Truth then which is teſtifyed by 
GOD, hath a Divine Credibility; and an Aﬀent 
unto it as ſo Credible, is Divine Faith. . 
NOW, the Teſtimony of GOD, is given by 
Divine Way of Revelation, which is of Two Kinds, ej. 
Kevela - ther Immediate, or Mediate. An Immediate 
tion, the Revelation is that by which GOD delivereth him. 
Nature of (elf to Man by himſelf, without the Interven. 
U: tion of Man. A Mediate Revelation is the Con- 
veyance of the Counſel of GOD unto Man by 
Man. By the firſt, he ſpake unto the Prophets, 
by the ſecond, in the Prophets; and by them un- 


— 


to us. So that what the Prophets deliver'd, was 


not the Teſtimony of Man, but of GOD de- 
liver'd by Man. It was he who ſfpake by the 
Mouth of bis Holy Prophets which have been ſince 
the World began. (Luke 1. 70.) All Prophetical 
Revelations came from GOD alone, and whoſo- 
ever firſt deliver'd them, was antecedently In- 

ſpird by . 
THUS GOD, who at ſundry Times, and in di- 
vers Manners ſpake in Times paſt unto the Fathers 
by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto 
4 by his Son. (Heb. 1. 1, 2.) who reveald the 
Will of GOD to the Apoſties; and they being 
aſſur'd that he knew all Things, and convinced 
: that he came forth from the Father, gave a full 
Faith is and clear Aſſent unto thoſe Things which he 
83 deliver'd, and grounded their Faith upon his 
Revela, Words, as upon the immediate Teſtimony of 
dan, GOD. Thus the Apoſtles believed on CHRIST 
____ through his own Word, and the Primitive Chri- 
fiians believed on the ſame CHRIST thro the 
Apoſtles Word : So that the Faith of thoſe 
which were Converted by the Apoſtles, was al 
Aſſent unto the Word, as Credible upon the 


Teſti⸗ 


Teſtimony of GOD, deliver'd to them by 2 


x 
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Teſtimony Apoſlolical. But when the Apoſtles 
themſelves departed out of this Life, they left 
the Sum of what they had received in Writing, 
for the Continuation and Propagation of the 
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Chriſtian Faith. And fo thoſe Chriſtians which 7 
e liv'd fince the Apoſtles Death, have believed the 18 
- Writings of Moſes, and the Prophets, of the A- iq 
- poſtles and Evangeliſts; for ſince they were en- 1 
- dued with miraculous Power from above, and 1 
y inſpir'd with the HOLY GHOST, and conſe- . 
; quently what they delivered was not the Word in 10 
- of Man, but of GOD himſelt ; we may as rea- 1 
8 dily and ſtedfaſtly Aſſent unto them, as to any 18 
. we See or Know. In a Word, there are ſuch 1 
e clear CharaQers of the Divine Hand to render 1 
t the Holy Scriptures Authentick, that to deny Bp 
al them to be true, 1s to make GOD a Lyar. 4 
THE Sum of all this Diſcourſe is this: Ele 1 Neceſ, i 
| that profeſſeth himſelf a Chriſtian, profeſſeth ſyy of r "ol 
to entertain the Doctrine of CHRIST, to be- Faith. Wo 
= lieve all that GOD hath revealed to vs; to 1 
's Aſſent to all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; vi 
0 to all the Precepts, Promiſes, and Threatnings 1 
e of the Goſpel. Now, the great Deſign, and the a 
p proper Intention of this Doctrine, is to take Men 19 
d off from Sin, and to direct and encourage them on 
I to a Holy Life. It teacheth us what we are to a 
e believe concerning GOD and CHRIST, not 6 
is with any Deſign to entertain our Minds with 7 
f the bare Speculation of thoſe Truths, but to 9 
[ better our Lives. For every Article of our paith 4 44 
i Faith is a proper Argument againſt Sin, and a Good- 
e Powerful Motive to Obedience. How can any Works 
e Teaſonable Creature believe that eternal Damna- 41s 
0 non ſhall be the Puniſhment of Vice, and yet 
e live in the wilful Practice of it? How can any 


One, who firmly believes that the — of 
| 5 Sin 
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__ ConsiperaTIONS 


Sin are Mortal, be tempted by thoſe Attra. 


faithful Servants with Immortal Preferments } 


Rtice of a Holy Life, we ſhall be admitted into 
the perpetual Society and Friendſhip of all the 


for the Effects of that Infinite Goodneſs, and 


which are clearly ſeen in the Creation and Go- 


Love and Fear him; it is impoſlible we ſhould 


_ Evidence of their Truth, that it is impoſlible 


as will render them Obſequious to the Goſpel, 
dium poſuit Deus, GOD has provided no Reme- 


cives, to venture on that which will undoubt. 
edly bring Death to the Soul? And on the o. 
ther Hand, what more Powerful Motive can be 
conceived to make us Holy, then to believe that 
our Bountiful Maſter will reward his true and 


That for a few Moments ſpent here in the Pra. 


Bleſſed Inhabitants of thoſe Glorious Manſions 
above, where we ſhall, with exact and perfect 
Harmony, ſing everlaſting Songs of Praiſe to 
the Almighty, for all his Works of Wonder, 


Admirable Wiſdom, and Almighty Power, 


vernment of the World, and of all the Crea- 
tures in it? From hence we may eaſily perceive, 
that every Vice which rules among us, and ſul- 
lies the Beauty of our Souls, can be attributed 
to nothing but Infidelity. For, ſince GOD hath 
threatned ſuch Miſeries to the Workers of Ini- 
quity, and ſuch exquiſite Pleaſures to thoſe that 


not be deeply affected with them, if we ſe⸗ 
riouſly believe them; and he hath given us ſuch - 


we ſhould not believe them, unleſs the GOD of 
this World hath blinded our Minds. So that if Men 
will obſtinately and wilfully remain in their A- 
fidelity, and not ſpeedily entertain ſuch a Belief 


there is no Remedy. Pertinacie nullum Reme- 


dy for the Obſtinacy of Men; if they will chuſe 
to be Fools, and to be Miſerable, he will yrs 
5 „ em 
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| The PRAVxR. 


| them to inherit their own Choice, and to enjoy 
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the Portion of Sinners. 
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The PRAVER. 


ETERN AL GOD! Fountain of all Truth 
and Holineſs, in whom to believe 1s Life Eter- 


deſcend with a mighty Power into my Soul, that the 
Comme moration of this Bleſſed Apoſtle”s Infidelity, 


E may make me take Warning by his Example, andthat 


the Revelations thou haſt been pleasd to make of thy 
ſelf, may cauſe me conſtantly to acknowledge Thee to 


be my LORD and my GOD, and my ſelf a Ser- 


1 vant of the Ever-bleſſed FESUS. Thou, LORD! 


nal: Let thy Grace, J moſt humbly beſeech Thee, 


Tho hadſt Compaſſion on the Ignorance and Infirmity 


of St, THOMAS, and by his Frailties magnified thy 
Mercy, in bringing him to a full Aſſurance of thy 
Son's Reſurrection; give me Grace likewiſe to improve 
all thy Diſpenſations unto my Spiritual Advantage, 
that when I ſtand, I may take heed leſt I fall; and 
that when I am fallen, I may endeavour to Riſe, For, 
if I have any good Diſpoſition, I firmly believe tis 
by the Aſſiſtance of thy Divine Grace; if Ihave per» 
ſevered in doing well, it is becauſe thy Strength enna- 
bled me; if 1 fell off from a good Courſe, it was be- 


cauſe thy Grace did not preſerve me; and in each of 


theſe Relapſes I had lain, and been loſt for ever, had not 


thy mighty Hand rais'd me out of the Duſt of Death. 
So full of Mercy are all thy Ways, O GOD ! which 


[ now platnly perceive, and have a deep and grateful 
Senſe of, and am even loſt in Wonder and Amaze- 
ment at the Innumerable Favours thou haſt vouchſafed 


| me, and all thy Faithful Servants. Q keep me ſted- 


felt 
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faſt in this Faith, and conform me to the Image of 


284 The Corrxcr. 


that CHRIST on whom I believe; that ſo at the laſt 
I may receive the End of my Faith, even the Salva- 
tion of my Soul, by the ſame FESUS C HRIST, my 
Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, Amen. 


2 — — 


The Cor LECr. 


\ LMIGHTY and Ever- living GOD! who for the 
more Confirmation of the Faith, didſt ſuffer thy 
Holy Apoſtle THOMAS to be doubtful in thy Sons 
Reſurrection: Grant me ſo perfectly, and without all 


Doubt, to believe in thy Son JESUS CHRIST, tha 
 myFaith in thySight may never be reproved.Hear me, 


O LORD ! through the fame JESUS CHRIST, to 
whom with Thee, and the HOLY GHOST, be all 


Honour and Glory, now and for evermore. Ame. 


; Morning. 
ne, ron we [gs 
119. Par. CONVERSIO N II. Act. 22. 
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: 87 Paur was Born in a Rich and Populous 8. y -s 
i City call'd Tarſus in Cilicia, above Three Birth- 
Hundred Miles from Jeruſalem. His Parents Place, 
were both Jews, and of the Tribe of Benjamin, Paren- 
ſo that he was an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; firſt 3 
enter'd in the Occupation of Tent-making, then on. 
Educated in the Learning of his City, and af- 
terwards remov'd to Jeruſalem, where he be- 
came a Scholar to the great Rabban Gamaliel, 
and one of the moſt Zealous of the Sec of the 
Phariſees. With the fiery Genius of this Sect, , „ 
our Apoſtle was too deeply infected, which made Diſpoli 
him a Zealous Perſecutor of the Saints. His tion. 
falſe Zeal tranſported him even to Folly and 
Madneſs ; he broke open Houſes, and ſeiz d up- 
on any who look'd like a Diſciple of the Cruci- 
hed JESUS, compelling Men to Blaſpheme 
GOD, and Breathing out nothing but Threat- 
nings and Slaughter wherever he came. By this 
means, there was a ſad and grievous Perſecution, His vie- 
and Payr was one of the moſt Active Inſtru- 8 Job 
ments im it; ſo that it diſpers'd in a great Mea- wg 
lure, the whole Body of the Church, and drove Church. 
many Natives of Jeruſalem from their own Hou- 
les into Foreign Parts. And having thus miſera- 
y Perfecnted the poor Chriſtians at eee 

e 


4 


286 Upon the Cox vxxsToN of St. Paul. 

| he was ſo inſatiable in his Fury, that he addreſ. 
ſed himſelf to the Sanhed-im ; and there took WE 

out a Warrant and Commiſſion to go down ad 
ranſack the Synagogues at Damaſcus z and tat 

if he found any who profeſs'd CHRIST, he 

might bring them bound to be Puniſn'd at Jery. 
His Four- ſalem. Paul being thus Arm'd with a Com- 
er Da- miſſion, went full of Rage to Damaſcus, breath- 
cus. ing out Vengeance and Deſtruction againſt the 
poor Chriſtians; but GOD Almighty put a 

Stop to his Violent Deſigns. For, while he was, 
(together with his Cruel Aſſociates,) upon the 

Road, almoſt at their Journeys End, on a ſud. 

den, at Mid-day, a moſt Refulgent Light, be. 

yond the Splendor and Brightneſs of the Meti- 

dian Sun, was darted from Heaven upon them; 
whereat, being ſtrangely Amaz'd and Confound- 

ed! both he, and his Companions, immediately 

fell flat on the Ground. And at the ſame time, 

a Voice from Heaven was difected to him, ſay- 

ing, Saur, SAUL, way PERSECUTEST Thou Mr! 
Whereupon, he cried out, (being under a great 
Aſtoniſhment !) Who art Thou, LORD? The 

Voice replied, Jam FESUS of Nazareth, whom 

thou Perſecuteſt; It is hard for thee to kick againſt 

the Pricks. (i. e.) All thy Attempts to extirpate 

the Belief in Me, will prove ſucceſsleſs; and 

like kicking againſt Spikes, will prove thy own 
Wounding and Torment. Paul being convinc'd 

of his Folly, preſently ſubmitted to the Divine 

Viſion, and with the moſt entire Reſignation, 

His Mira- ſaid, LORD! what wilt thou have me to do? 
culous Whereupon, he was bid to Riſe, and go to 
GER. Damaſcus, and there expect what ſhould be far- 
ON. ther reveal'd to him. Riſing from the Ground, 
he found his Sight gone by the extraordinary 

And Brightneſs of the Light; and in this Condition 

| Blindnels | being 
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Upon the Convers1oN of St. Paul. 287 
heing led by his Companions to Damaſcus, to 

the Houſe of Judas, he was there Three Days 

Faſting and Praying. At this Time, we. may His Rap- 
probably ſuppoſe it was, that he had that Viſion 5 3 a 
ind Ecſtacy, wherein he was taken up into they... 
Third Heaven; where he ſaw Things great and un- when pro. 
utterable, and was fully Inſtructed in theMyſteriesbably.) 
of the Goſpel, which gave him Occaſion to ſay, _ 
that he was not taught the Goſpel which hePreached 


Ef, Mar, but by the Revelation of FESUS CHRIST. 
© Three Days being expir'd, GOD Almighty ap- 


pear'd to Ananias in a Viſion; commanding him Ananias 


to go unto Saur of Tarſus, and lay his Hands is ſent to 
E- upon him, that he might receive his Sight. comfort 
Ananias at firſt was greatly ſurpriz d, fearing bim. 


to throw himſelf into the Hands of that Bloody 


q Perſecutor. But our LORD, to take of his 


Fears, told him, that he miſtook the Man, thar 


ä he had now taken him to be 4 Choſen Veſſel, to 
& Preach the Goſpel both to Jews and Gentiles, 
and before the greateſt Potentates upon Earth. 
Avarias ſatisfied with this Account, repair'd to 
© the Honſe where Saul was, and laying his 


Hands upon him, told him, that the LORD 

| had ſent him to him, that he might receive his is Sight 
dight, and be fill'd with the HOLY GHOST; ret. 
| which was no ſooner done, but his Sight was 
reſtor'd to him. And the next Thing he did 

vas to be Baptized, and ſolemnly initiated into 

the Chriſtian Faith: He was made a ſelect Mem- 


ber of the Church, to the great Joy of the reſt of 
the Diſciples, that he ſhould become not only a 
| Profeſſour but a Preacher of that Goſpel, which 
be had ſo lately ſought to deſtroy. And from 


His being 
Baptized, 


And 


that time forward, he boldly aſſerted that preach. 


| JESUS was the CHRIST, the Son of GOD, ing 
| 42d proy'd it to the Jews with ſuch Divine At- CAST. 
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VVV 
teſtations, that they were overwhelm'd with 
Evidence, and could not anſwer him. 

St. Paul, though not of the Twelve; yet for 
his extraordinary Eminence in the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel, had the Honour of being ſtil an 
Apoſtle. He wrote Fourteen Epiſtles full of Ex. 
cellent Inſtructions, which have been received 
by the Church in all Ages without the leaſt 
Diſpute. We find him in Scripture deſcrihd 


* 


by two Names, Saur and Paur; the one He. 


brew, relating to the Jen:ſh Original; the other 


Latin; aſſum'd by him (as ſome think) at his 


 Conver1on, to denote his Humility ; as others, 
in Memory of his Converting Sergius Paulus the 


Roman Governour. As to the Travels of this 
Apoſtle in the Purſuance of his Miniſtry, from 


the Time of his Convexsion, to his Death; 


together with the moſt Principal TranſaQtions 


Di, 


and the ſeveral Accidents that happen'd to him 


therein, they are recorded in the Acts of the 


Apoſtles, and in Dr. Cave's Antiquitates Apoſto- 


be unfitly referr'd. He was Beheaded at the 
Aqua Salvie, Three Miles from Rome, about the 


Eight or Ninth Year of Nero's Reign, 
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Att: 9. Mat. 19. 
from _ | For the from Ver. 
Ver. 1. to | 727. to the 


Ver. 23. JCoxvrkston of St. Paul. C End. 


* MONGST the various Methods that have 


1 been made Uſe of, to reclaim Sinners from 


their evil Ways, and to bring them to the Wiſ- 
dom of the juſt, there is none more Powerful 


and Attractive, than the Conſideration of the 
Admirable Goodneſs of Almighty GOD, and 
dis Aſtoniſhing Patience and Long - ſuffering to- 
wiards us, in the midſt of our Innumerable Pro- 
vocations. His great Mercy and Pity declar'd 
to us, in all thoſe gracious Means and Methods 


GOD'% 


Mercy 4 


Motive ty 
Obedi- 
ehe. 


| which he uſeth for our Recovery, mutt needs be 


pregnant of Unſpeakable Conſolation ; beget 
the moſt Amaible Notions of him in our Minds, 
and conſequently be a mighty Encouragement to 
| Sinners to Repent and Amend. All GOD's At- 
| ttibutes of Power, and Wiſdom, and Holineſs, 
| are very Amaible and Lovely; but this of his 


Mercy in forgiving Sins, is abundantly more en- 


| paging ; becauſe it at once relieves our Miſery, 
| and tends to our everlaſting Benefit. When Men 


| ſincerely and heartily Repent of their Sins, and He par- 
| Reſolve to walk in the Commandments of their 4% C 
| GOD, the Divine Goodneſs finds out ſome Ar- #97 ©: 


E guments of Pity ; for he conſiders he made them 
tallible Creatures, that he gave them not the 
bright and piercing Intellects of Angels; and 
| therefore when they begin to take hold of the 


| Means of Grace, he is infinitely pleas'd with it, 


and 


De nta nee - 


+ _— 


3 — 


290 | Cons1DrRATIONS 
JJ. eds 
and wovld by no Means have them Periſn. T0 

this Purpoſe, he ſwears, As I live, ſaith th 

LORD GOD, I have no Pleaſure in the Death of 

the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from his Way 

and Live. Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil Ways, 

for why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? (Ezek. 31, 

11.) Certainly, this is enough to convince the 

Minds of Men, that it is their Intereſt, as wel] 

as their Duty, to forſake Sin, and to adhere to 

GOD, ſince there is nothing wanting but their 

 -. own Endeavours in order to their Cox vERSLOx. 
Signets. GOD Almighty, hath not been wanting to 
hence the give many miraculous Inſtances of his Grace and 
vreatet io Mercy to even the worſt of Sinners; to the End 
b:encours- that none might deſpair ; and for Want of the 
dello Re- Encouragement of an Example equal to their 
Vent. own Caſe, be diſhearten'd from a vigorous Reſo- 


lution vpon a better Courſe. Some have been 


| ſnatch'd as Fire- brands out of the Fire; and that 
in ſo ſtrange a manner, that it would even amaze 


1 Man to think of the Wonder of their Reco- 


very: Thoſe who have ſunk themſelves into the 

very Depth of Infidelity and Wickedneſs, have 

by a mighty Hand, and ont-ſtretched Arm of 

G OD, been pluck'd out of this horrible Pit, 

St. Pavi, perhaps, is an Inſtance ſuperiour to 

any of thoſe we meet with in Scripture, both 

for the Hainouſneſs of the Offender, and the Mi- 

 racle of his Change: and therefore his Coxvrx- 

S. PAUL So Ought to be ſolemniz d with the greateſt Joy 
- Pagitious and Triumph. He was one of the moſt zealous 
_ Life before Perſecutors of the Chriſtian Church, inſomuch, 


his CO N ac | | z 2 
SY as when the Fews were refolvd to do Execution 
JERSION 7 


"upon St. Stephen, he ſtood by, and kept the 
Cloaths of them that did it. Accordingly, we 
find him indicting himſelf for this Fact; oa! 
yy : wy plead, 
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pleading guilty. When the Blood of thy Martyr 


Stephen was ſhed, 7 (faith He, with Sorrow after 
his CoNvERSION) was ſtanding by, conſented to his 
| Death, and kept the Raiment of them that ſlew him, 

(AR, 22. 20.) Of all the Apparators and Inqui- 


ſitors employed by the Sanhedrim, to execute 


their Warrants upon thoſe up-ſtart Hereticks (as 


they call'd them) who Preach'd againſt the Law | 


of Aoſes, and the Tradition of the Fathers; our 
Apoſtle was the principal Agent. Nay, he was 
ſo earneſt to Vindicate and Aſſert the Divinity 
of the Moſaick Diſpenſation, that his Zeal began 
to ferment, and to boil up into Parexyſms of In- 
dignation, and he Perſecuted all of a contrary 
way with inſatiable Fury. But GOD Almighty, 
out of his Infinite Wifdom and Ph:lanthropy, mi- 


raculouſly raiſed him from the Death of Sin, and 


he afterwards became a Man, in whom the Divine 
Life did eminently manifeſt and diſplay it ſelf : 


He lived Piouſly and Devoutly, Soberly and i, 446. 
Temperately, Juſtly and Righteouſfy, Careful zable Vir. 
alway to keep a Conſcience void of Offence, both to- tues and 
wards GOD and Man, He dedicated himſelf Piet. 


induſtrious to bring Men over to the Knowledge 
of the Truth'; to reduce them out of the crooked 
Paths of Vice and Idolatry, and to ſet them in 
the right way to Eternal Life. 'All the Dangers 
and Difficulties, the innumerable Troubles and 
Oppoſitions that he met with in the Propagation 
of the Goſpel, did but reflect the greater Luſtre 
upon his Patience, whereof indeed he became a 
moſt eminent Pattern and Exemplar; enduring 
the biggeſt Calamities and Perſecutions, with a 
Fatience Triumphant and Unconquerable. He 
Who was at once Wrathful, Reproachful, 2 

| T 2 | An- 


| (from the time of his Cod vxNSION) entirely "dann 


his GOD and Saviour; and was indefatigably 


3 


ConsDERATIONS 


In Ilu- laſt Minute of his Life. Now, can any Perſon 
tration of 
the Di- 


ine 


Goolneſy in 2 manner fo Aſtoniſhing and Illuſtrious? To 


bis Sufferings, yet he underwent all for the Sake 
of his great Maſter, with a Soul as Calm and 


the Dead, is Admirable. To preſerve a Mai 
Innocent among the various Temptations of a 
Deceitful World, is far above what Humane 
Wiſdom can pretend to; but to make a lewd 
and a profligate Wretch, become Eminent and 


 frenatus; Paucuhmis Dei Verbis tam Placidum quam 


lum, Adulterum, Ganeonem ; jam Sobrium, Caſtum, 


Ungovernable, became, (a) with a few Words 
of GOD, as Placid as a Lamb; and altho' in e. 
very Suffering he was a Martyr, and therefore 
might have fill'd Hundreds of Martzrologies with 


Serene as the Morning-Sun. And therefore, 
when he came to die, he joyfully declar'd, that 
he had fought a good Fight; he had finiſbed by 
Courſe; he had kept the Faith; and fo indeed he 


had, kept it Inviolably, Undauntedly, to the 


forbear Admiring and Ador ing the Ineſtimable 
Riches of GOD's Grace, which diſplays it ſelf, 


preſerve Thoſe that are in Health, is Valuable; 
but to recover the Sick, and eſpecially to raiſe 


Remarkable for Piety and Virtue, muſt needs 
draw after it, not only the Admiration of Men, 
| n! e - 


— 


(4) Da mihi Virum qui fit Iracundus, Maledicus, E- 


Ovem Reddam. Da Cupidum, Avarum, Tenacen ; 
jam tibi eum Liberalem dabo, & Pæcuniam ſuam Plens 
Manibus largientem. Da Timidum Doloris ac Nortis; 
jam Cruces & Ilgnes & Taurum contemnet. Da Libidino- 


Continentem videbis. Da Crudelem & Sanguinis Ab- 
petentem; jam in veram Clementiam Furor ille muta- 
bitur. Da Injuſtum, Inſipieatem, Peccatorem; cont: 
nud & Xquns, Et Prudens, & Innocens exit. Lactamin 
de fals. jup. Lib. 3. Cap. 26. 


—— —— — ˙— 3 —— .ů 
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: put alſo the Vexation of Hell; and make the 
Devil rage, as diſappointed of the Prey he 


— — ́— — — — — ” — — 
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0 thought himſelf ſure of; but above all, muſt pro- 

l duce Joy in Heaven, amongſt Myriads of Saints 

| and Angels, and Spirits of Juſt Men made per- 
fect. 5 82 Ies 

L ALL that now remains, is to apply this to 

[ our ſelves : For, a Man may, by the Grace of Aires 

q GOD, break through Difficulties, which ſeem dice. 

e lnſuperable. A ſtrong Reſolution accompanied 

e with the Aſſiſtance of the Almighty, is of ſuch 

j an Incredible Force, that it has been effectual to 

e reclaim the greateſt of Sinners. Not only St. 

5 paul, but Manaſſes, Mary Magdalen, the Peni- 

0 tent Thief, and many Others, have been by a ve- 

: ry extraordinary and over-powering Decree of 

© W GOD's Grace, almoſt perfectly reclaim'd from 

their Sins at once, and all on a ſudden, tranſlated 

a W cit of the Xingdom of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom 

„ his deareſt Son. And thus it was with many 

or the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity ; as their 

14 Prejudices againſt the Chriſtian Religion were 

: i Strong and Violent, ſo the holy Spirit of GOD 

was pleas'd to work mightily in them that be- 


lieved. And ſhall we then ſtand it out with 

| GOD, when ſuch great Leaders hath given up 
he Cauſe, and have ſurrendred and yeilded up 
„ themſelves willing Captives to the Grace of 
n WW GOD? No certainly! The boundleſs Goodneſs 
and Compaſſion of our Heavenly Father, muſt 

| needs kindle ſome Sparks of Hope, even in the 

„ & -oſtdeſponding Mind. His wonderful Patience 
„ and Condeſcenſion, in the midſt of our manifold 
» WW Frovocations, is a clear Demoaſtration, that he 
- & ould have all Men come to Repentance ; and it 
we do repent, we are aſſur'd by his Promiſe that 
ee (hall be forgiven. Let us then call in the Auxi- 
; . 8 | liarics 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


liaries of Divine Grace, and earneſtly reſolve 


npon a better Courſe, in this, or the like man. 


A KReſolu- ner.“ This Head of mine, which was wont to be 


tion, 
1 [1 & 


Conclu- 


2 
40 


"© 
c 
66 


cc 


| . employed in Contrivances for the World, or 


in Catering for my Luſts, ſhall now be Exer- 
ciſed in Studying how I may do moſt Honour 
„ to my Maker. This Wit, which was wont to go 
out in Froth, or in Scoffing at all that was 
* Serious, ſhall now make Apologies for what 
4 before it Blaſphemed. This Tongue, that was 
** uſed to Curſing and Swearing, ſhall now be 
«© Employed in Singing Anthems of Praiſe tomy 
great Creator. My Hands ſhall now dil- 
penſe as liberally to Charitable Purpoſes, as 
** they have ſordidly rak'd together before. 
** will be as Exemplary for Sobriety and Chaſti- 


< ty, as ever I was Notorious for Exceſſes: And 


ings, I will now ſpare from my ſelf to make 
them a Recompence. In ſhort, by the Grace of 
** GOD,trom this very Moment, I ſtedfaſtly Re- 
ſolve that neither Pleaſure ſnall Tempt me, nor 
Profit Allure me, nor Ambition Corrupt me, 
nor Example ſway me, to do any thing which 
„ I know to be Evil: And on the other fide, 
* there ſhall neither Difficulty diſcourage me, 
% nor Tediouſneſs of the Courſe weary me, in 
ce the Race of Virtue and Holineſs. So help me, 


„O my GOD! Methinks, ſuch a Reſolution as 
this, muſt needs prove Effectual and Victoriovs, 


and furniſh us with ſufficient Weapons to aſſoil 


the moſt formidable T-mntations. Let us then 


no longer delay, but inſtantly Implore the Di- 
vine Aid to Proſper and Succeed our Endeavours. 
Let us experience whether Victory over our 


Paſſions, be not as Noble and Majeſtick as the 
Gratification of them; and whether Intellectual 


Joys, 


wherever I have wrong d any Body in myDeal- | 


The PAV ER. 


2 


—— 


Toys, be not as Raviſhing and Attractive, as 
{enſualAllurements; and a regular Converſation, 
45 Eaſy and Agreeable, as the Lawleſs and Li- 
centious. I am very well Aſſur'd, that if we 
conſider the Matter throughly, and have but 


Patience to Reaſon out the Caſe with our ſelves, 


and to bring our Thoughts and Deliberations ta 


ſome Iſſue, the Concluſion muſt naturally be de- 


parting from Evil, and running the Ways of 


GOD's Commandments, with Exquiſite Pleaſure 
e | 


- 2 


The PRAVER. 


ALMIGHTY GOD ! Creator and Governor 
of all things both in Heaven and Earth, who 
deſireſt not the Death of a Sinner, but had rather he 
fhould turn from his Wickedneſs and live. In much 


Mercy look down upon me, and ConveRT me from 


the Innumerable Errors and Miſcarriages of my Life, 
I acknowledge, O my GOD! with Shame and Sor- 


row, that 1 am altogether unworthy of the leaſt of 


thy Mercies, and that Reproach and Shame are juſtly 
my due; but at the ſame time, the Conſideration of 
thy Mercy and Loving-kinaneſs, even to the worſt 
of Siuners, raiſes my drooping Spirits, and 
gives new Life to my Hopes. Thon my GOD, 
haſt made all things by thy Power, and art 


wonderful in all thy Doings ; yet art thou ſuperla- 


tively wonderful, and exceeding Glorious in thy Works 


of Pity and Love. Oh! let this tny | Amazing 
Coodneſo lead me to Repentance, and grant that the 
miraculous CON VERSION of thy Servant St. Paus, 
zy have ſuch a prevailing Inflience pon me, that 

IF + 3 47 may 
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; I may henceforth follow after all Manner of Virus, 


and utterly Abandon and Deteſt all ſort of Vice. Let 
me lay ſeriouſly ta Heart thy wonderful Compaſſion, in 


not cutting him off in the midſt of his Sins : Let me 


Admire that Grace whereby thou didſt make hin a 


Veſſel prepar'd unto Glory: Let me Adore that 


Incomprehenſible Love whereby thou didſt enable him 


to Publiſh the Goſpel, to the unſpeakable Advantage 
of the whole World. And, as no Hour, no Minute 


| paſſes by, without ſame ſtupendious Inſtance of thy 


Bounty; ſo let no Moment of my Life paſs without a 


_ grateful and thankful Remembrance of ſo kind a Be. 


nefactor; without ſuch Zealous and Conſtant Love 


of ſo good a GOD, as my frail Nature, and narrov 


Soul can extend to. Open my Eyes, O LORD! to be- 


hold the wondrous Things in thy Law. Convince 
me Powerfully that Religion and Virtue is true Gain, 


and that in keeping thy Commandments there is 
great Reward. That ſo, by theſe Qualifications, ! 
may become a fit Object of the Divine Favour, and 


at laft be received with the Joy and Triumph of An. 


gels, and all the Celeſtial Hoſt, into thoſe Glorious 


Manſions, whither C HRIST JESUS, the Friend 
of all true Converts, and the Author of Eternal 
Salvation, is gone before, To whom with Thee, and 


the Holy Spirit, be Glory aud Adoration, Warld 
without End. Amen. 
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The Corrxer. 


0 GOD! who through the Preaching of the bleſſed 
poſtle St. PAU]” haſt caus'd the Li ht of the * 
Go; Lp co ſhine throughout the World: Grant, I be- * 
ſeech Thee, that I having his wonderful CONVER- * 1 
SION in Remembrance, may ſhew forth my Thank- WI. 
fulneſs to thee for the ſame, by following the Holy 
Doctrine which he taught, thro' 7 JESUS CHRIST 
our LORD. Amen, 


UPON 


r 


i OR OY Morning, 
Pfatm Upon the L Let 

8 - 2 AY Os 5 3 iſ, 5 
„to,, Purification me 

10 91 Of the: 9 Evening. 
Et ening. 5 II. Leſſ. 


n Bleſſed VI RGI N. ( lic, 


Ten Virgin and Joſeph, having bee; 


very punctual in Obſerving the Law of 
Circumciſion, were no leſs exact in the Perfor. 


mance of two other Commandments of the Lay. 
One of which oblig'd every Mother, after her 


Delivery, to touch no manner of Thing that was 


Holy for a certain Time, nor to Enter into the 
Temple, for Forty Days after the Birth of a 


Son, and Four-ſcore after the Birth of a Daugh- 
ter, and, after that Term, to go thither to be 


' PuriFiED ; for which purpoſe, ſhe was obligd 


(if ſhe was able) to offer a Lamb for a Burnt- Of. 


fering, or elſe, a pair of Pigeons, or Turtle Doves, 
which being offer'd by the Prieſt, ſhe was clean, 


The Hoy IN Obedience to theſe two Laws, at the Ex- 


Virgin's 
PURITI- 


FICA- 


TION, 


The other Commandment enjoyn'd all Perſons 
to bring their Firſt-born Males, both of Man and 
Beaſt, to be preſented to GOD at the Temple; 
the latter to be Sacrific'd, and the former to be 
Redeem'd for Five Shekels, or about Ten Shil- 
lings; and this was inCommemoration of G00 


 Slaying all the Firſt-Born of the Agyptian, to 


deliver the Iſraclites. 


piration of Forty Days, the Holy Virgin with 


Joſeph went up to Jeruſalem, to offer the Sacri- 


fice preſcrib'd by the Law for her ee 
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(although in her ſacred Parturition ſne had eon- 
tracted no Legal Impurity) and according to her 
indigent Condition, ſhe offered two young Pigeons, ; 

At the ſame Time, they carried the Holy JESUS b Savi- 
along with them, to preſent him to the LORD, 1 
and they deliverd him into the Hands of the u h: 
prieſt, and Redeem'd him, according to the Temple, 

3 aW. | 88 DE 
"nn F BUT, as every Circumſtance of our Saviour's 
Birth, was attended with ſomething Miraculous 
and Extraordinary, ſo at the ſame Inſtant, while 
c W theywere in the Temple, came in a very Pious 

© Perſon nam'd Simeon; a Man eminent for his 

Exact juſtice, Fervent Devotion, Lively Faith, and 
Extraordinary Inſpiration, as the Holy Text aſ- 
ſures us: He long' d earneſtly for the Coming of 

the Meſſias, and GOD Almighty had Aſſur'd 
him by Revelations that he ſhould not deſcend to 
the Grave, before he had ſeen the Redeemer of 
the World. So when the Devout Old Man, by 

the Illumination of the Spirit, ſaw the Divine 
Child, he was Raviſh'd and Tranſported with 
Joy, and taking him in his Arms, he fell a ſing- 

ing his Nunc Dimittis, or Swan-like Anthem, „ Re- 

wiſhing to cloſe his Eyes with that Bleſſed Ob- ception 
| ject, ſaying, LORD | now letteſt thou Servant de- by Simeon 
| part in Peace, according to thy Word. For mine 
| Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. Which thou haſt Pre- 

pad before the Face of all People: A Light to 

i goes the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy People 

rael. T > 

ABOUT the ſame time alſo came in a Holy 7 ;, 
„ Vidow, the Daughter of Phanuel, of the Tribe Anna. 
of Aſer, nam'd Anna, a Perſon of about Four- 

. = {core Years of Age, and a very ſtrict Obſerver 
| Of the Temple-Miniſtration. She likewiſe, by 

z Prophetick Spirit, return'd her moſt gue 
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300 Cosi ERATIONs 


Thanks and Praiſe for this Ineſtimable Mercy, 
witneſſing JESUS to be the Meſſiah, and decla- 
ring the ſame to all thoſe in Jeruſalem that were 
in Expectation of his Coming. Thus ended the 
 Purzricarion of the Bleſſed Virgin, and the 
Preſentation of the Holy JESUS in the Tem- 
ple; After which, Joſeph and Mary, together 
with the Bleſled JESUS, return'd into Galilee, 


do their own City Nazareth, with great Joy and 


Satisfaction. 


CAN. - THE Pay is commonly call'd CaxbIEU As, 


DLE- from the Saxon CaNpIEMxsSE, the Maſs or Feaſt 
MASS, of Candles; for before Maſs is ſaid on this Day, 
why jo ca- the Roman Church Bleſſeth, or Setteth apart her 


ted. Candles for Sacred Uſe, which ſerve in the | 


Church all the enſuing Year. They go alſo in 
Proceſſion with Hallow'd Candles carried by the 
Romaniſis, in Commemoration of the Divine 

Light, wherewith our Saviour Illuminated the 
Univerſal Church, at his Preſentation, when the 


good old Simeon ſtil'd him A Light to Lighten the 


Gentiles, and the Glory of his thy 4 Iſrael. *Tis 
ſtil'd alſo the Purtricarion, from Parifico to 


Purify, kept in Memory, both of the Preſenta- 


tion of our Bleſſed LORD in the Temple, and 
the Purification of the Bleſſed Virgin A4. 


— 


— 


Epiſtle. 


W.  Consiperations NI 
W 1 uf ON < from 

9 9 1 | | 4 N f t 

. Wes. 8 The PukiFICATION. 0881 


| LTHO? the Bleſſed Virgin-Mother of our 
S LORD might have pleaded juſt Exemp- 
tion from the Ceremony of PuriricatiON, Ts 
© | | | caule 
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PFPor the PuxtrIcATTON. 
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cauſe ſhe neither Sinn'd in the Conception, nor 
was Impure in the Production; yet ſhe expos'd 
her ſelf to the Publick Opinion and Common Re- 
putation of an Ordinary Condition, out of a 
moſt exact Obedience, and exemplary Humility. 
Her Obedience had all the Ingredients that 
might commend it to our Imitation 5 for conſi- 
der but the Dignity of the Perfon that Obey'd, 
ſhe was no leſs than the Mother of the only be- 
gotten Son of GOD; ſhe was choſe to be an In- 
ſtrument of an Univerfal and Everlaſting Blef- 
ſing, which all Former Ages had deſir d, and all 
Future Times ſhould rejoice in, and both would 
proclaim her Happy above all Women, who 
ſhould be the Inſtrument of this Mercy; ſhe mi- 
raculouſly Conceivd by the Power and Opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, and conſequently the 
Fruit of her Womb had an Eternal and Eſfential 
Sanctity: Notwithſtanding, when the Days of ox 5 
her PURTFICATrIoN, according to the Law of CATI. 
Moſes, were accompliſhed, ſhe repair d to Jeru- ON of the 
ſalem to Condeſcend to thoſe Rites and Ceremo- Blefſed 
nies that were requir'd of the reſt of her Sex: Virgin 
She was reſolv'd to be very ſtrict and punctual in ec heth e 
the Performance of her Duty, Walking in all the 
E Commandments and Ordinances of the LORD 
| blameleſs, Which Conſideration cannot but ex- 
cite in Us a moſt Chearful and Univerſal Obe- 
dience, which contains in it eminently all other Obed. 
Graces, and adds an Excellency and Luſtre to © , 
all our Actions. This marvellous Pattern muſt 
| likewiſe beget in Us humble and mean Thoughts 
sodlfour Selves, to think no Office below Us, when 
| weConſider the Condeſcenſion of One ſo infinite- 
y our Superiour. The Bleſſed Virgin receiv'd 
man Honour which the greateſt Queens would 
| Have purchaſed with the quitting of — Dia- 
N ems. 


And Hit 
mility. 


8 ConsibtRations 
dems, but at the ſame Time, ſhe deſired 90 
higher an Appellation, than the Hand-maig i 
the LORD : She valued her ſelf upon nothing 6 
much as upon being theServant of the Bleſſed JE. 
$US : And her Humility drew the Eye of GOD 
to regard her, as he will the meaneſt of Us, if 
our Obedience equals hers; and eſpecially, if 

our Minds be as low as our Eſtate is. 
THE Holy Virgin, wr: receiv'd ſuch Stu. 
pendious Favours from the Hand of the Almigb- 
ty, knew very well to whoſe Glory and Honoyr 
they ovght to redound ; and therefore returns 
The Pre- the Holy JESUS in a Preſent to GOD again; for 
1805 ſhe had nothing ſo Precious and Ineſtimable a; 
9 JED? fiimſelf to make Oblation of. This is an Excellen 
Pattern for all Parents, whereby they may pre- 
An Excel- vent the Devil, by giving G O D and Goodneſ; 
lent Exam. an early Poſſeſſion of their Children, and by in- 
ple jor ſtilling good Principles into their Hearts be- 


c —— 


Farents. times. Poſſeſſion is a great Point; and it is f of þ 

mighty Conſequence to have Nature planted ÞW fort 

with good Seeds, before vicious Inclinations ſter 

ſpring up, and grow into Strength and Habit {WW * þ 

Cuſtom (ſays Pliny ) is Efficaciſſumus omnium rerun 1 © 4 

Mag iſter, The moſt Powerful and Effect nal Maſter Ha 

in every kind: It bears a great Sway in allHumane WW © x 

: Actions, but eſpecially in thoſe that are Virtuou. W © i 

: To be early engaged in a Religious Courſe, is an 44 

} Unſpeakable Advantage; and therefore, all Pa- be! 

y rents ſhould be diligently Careful, that theirChil- cra 

. dren Conſecrate the Beginning of their Days, fro 

N and the Flower of their Youth, to the Service of this 

I | theirCreator. This gives the World the beſtSecu- W wit 

i rity that Religion will be Propagated fo Poſte- WW wh 

ö rity, and that the Generations to come ſhall Pri 

ö | know GOD, and the Children that are to be Born the 
| ſhall Fear the LO RD. 


AT 


Por the Purricarion. 303 


2 the Preſentation of JESUS, two very 
holy Perſons, Simeon and Anna, came into the 
Temple, by Revelation and Direction of the 
Spirit; and when they ſaw that Illuſtrious Per- 
bon, whom their Soul long'd for, they rejoiced 
exceedingly. But Old Simeon, being in an Exta- n 41ni- 
cy, takes the Divine Child into his Arms, and rable Pie 
t delires to depart, becauſe no Object could be of Simeon 
| Pleaſant but the Joys of Paradice. For (in the Coder d. 
Language of an Excellent Writer) as a Man who 

| hath ſtar'd too freely upon the Face and Beauties 
of the Sun, is Blind and Dark to Objects of a 
leſs Splendor, and is forc'd to ſhut his Eyes, that 
he may, through the Degrees of Darkneſs, per- 


ceive the Inferiour Beauties of more proportion- 
ed Objects: So was Old S:meor, his Eyes were fo 

© filld with the Glory of this Revelation, that ne 
Was willing to cloſe them in his laſt Night, that 
be might be brought into the Communications 
of Eternity; for he could nevermore find Com- 
fort in any other Object this World could Mini- 


ſter. “have ſeen the Prince of Peace (ſays 
| © he) Mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation, and the And Iu 
3 deſire to ſee no more: Into thy Hands ( Bleſ. 4c 
( ſed JESUS) whom 1 hold in mine, I com- 
mend my fainting Spirits; Embrace my Soul 
in the Arms of thy Mercy, as I Embrace thy 
„ Bleſſed Body with theſe Arms of Fleſh. After 
be had ſeen the Saviour of Mankind, he humbly 

E craves his Diſmiſſion. His Holy Soul that came 
from GOD, can find no Reſt on the Waters of 
this World, and therefore, deſires to return 
with anoOlive branch of Peace to its dear LORD, 
| Where it was fure of Reſt and Joy among its belt 


Friends. He now deſires Leave to depart from 


| the Fleſh, which he had long eſteem'd his Pri- 


don, wherein he was confin'd by his Infirmi- 
| ties, 
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The PRAVYER. 


GOD, which he now longs to ſee more than 


ties, and ſhut up from beholding the Glories of 


ever, by this laſt Experience of his Truth and 


Mercy ; and, knowing that Death would ſet hin 


free, his Deſires and Joy begin to ſwel] too big 
to be confin'd in the Walls of Fleſh, and now 


| he is even ſtreightned till he be let loofe into 


Conclu- 
fon. 


the Regions of Glory, to Praiſe him Face to 
Face. O let this wonderful Example, from this 


very Inſtant, have a ſecret Influence upon Us; | 


let us from henceforth look on this our Redee- 
mer ſo ſtedfaſtly with the Eyes of Faith,and Em- 
brace him fo lovingly in our Hearts,that it may 
appear he is dearer to us than our very Lives: 
Let us Love him ſo entirely that nothing may 


ſatisfy us without him; and truſt ſo fully in his 


Merits and Mercies, that we may Live Chear- 


tully, and Die Peaceably. 


on — 1 1 


a — 


The Praves. 


CN ETERNAL GOD ! who vouchſafeſt me thi 

Day to Commemorate the Bleſſed Virgin 
Preſenting her ſelf in the Temple to be Puxiup, 
and her Son to be Redeemed, according to the Lan; 
Grant, I moſt humbly beſeech Thee, that I may dilis 
gently follow this great Exemplar of Obedience and 
Humility ;, that I may make Oblation of my felt to 
Thee in thy Holy Temple, and frequently Worſhip Thee 
in the Beauty of Holineſs. O do thou beget in me an 
Univerſal Reg ard to my Duty; that 1 may be de- 


—_—_— 


Fective in no part of it, Give me Piety tomards Thee 


my GOD; Temperance and Chaſtity in Regard of my 
ſelf; Charity towards the Poor; Truth and Juſtice, 


(Goode 
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: CHRIST my LORD. Amen. 


The Corrxcr. 


Guod-mill and Kindneſs towards all the World ;, That 
coming with theſe Accompliſhments to the Throne of 
Grace] may receive the Reward of Good Old Simeon, 
not only in the Expectation, but in the Fruition of the 
Ever-bleſſed JESUS. I cannot indeed behold my Sa- 
viour with my Bodily Eyes, but I have had thy Sal- 
vation as clearly manifeſted in thy Hoh Word, as if 
I had openly beheld his Glory, LORD! Grant me 
thy Holy Spirit, that I may behold him with the ſame 
Faith, and Embrace him with the ſame Aﬀettions 
as Good Old Simeon did; and then I ſhall chearfully 
joyn in a Nunc Dimittis, and being daily ready to 
Die, ſball ever he fit to Live, and thy Will ſhall be 
done both in Life and Death. Grant this, O Mer. 
ciful Father! for thy Dear Son FESUS CHRIST's 
Sake, to whom with Thee, and the Holy Spirit, be 
all Glory, and Dominion, and Praiſe, for ever and 
ever, Amen. $2. 
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The CorlLECT. 


LMIGHTY and Ever: living GOD! I humbly be- 

ſeech thy Majeſty, that as thy only begotten Son 
was this Day Preſented in the Temple, in Subſtance 
of my Fleſh; ſo I may be Preſented unto Thee, with 
a Pure and Clean Heart, by the ſame thy Son JESUS 


U ur oN 


Morning. CE Morning, 

Palm. UPOQN t: Lefl. 

| 118. . 8 tt] "Ty 7 D | Hans 
25 Ma Lias 8 . AY, Even ing, 


| 119. Par. 


II. Epheſc 


count either of the Parentage or Birth. 
place of this Apoſtle: It is certain, He was One 
. MAT-of our LORD 's Diſciples, (and probably One 


THIAS 


one of the of the Seventy) that had attended on him the 
Seventy. Whole Time of his Publick Miniſtry, and efter 


his Death was Elected into the Apoſtleſhip uren 


this Occaſion. _ 
- JUDAS Iſcariot, One of the Twelve Apoſtles, 
having, by his Inſatiable Avarice, betray'd his 


Ful be. Innocent LORD into the Hands of his Mortal 


trayed his Enemies the Jews, and for no greater a Reward 


Maſter, than Thirty Pieces of Silver; he was immedi- 


ately Seiz'd with a bitter Horror, and Remorſe 

of Conſcience, for the unparalelPd Impiety and 
Cruelty of the Fact; and being thus bitter]y es- 

pos'd to the ſevere Reſentments of a ſelf-tor- 
menting Mind, he threw: back the ' Wages © 

His vio. Iniquity in open Court, and went, and han! 
renr himſelf; and the Judgment was made more No- 


| Death, torious and Eminent, by an unuſual Accident, 


for he ſo ſwell'd, that he burſt, and his Bowel: 
guſhed ont. By this Means, there was a Vacan- 
cy made in the Colledge of Apoſtles,which made 
them very deſirous to fill up their Number with 
2 fit and proper Perſon, To which purpoſe, 


Petr 


Eccluſ. 1. 1 


1 Sacred Story gives us no particular Ac. 


n 


Upon St. Matthias's Day. 307 
peter (immediately after the Aſcenſion of our 
Bleſſed LORD) in a full Aſſembly of the Chri- 
ſtians at Jeruſalem, propounded the Matter to 
them, and deſir'd their Aſſiſtance and Judgment, 
in making Election of a Perſon qualified for fo 3 Elos 
high and great an Office. The Unanimous Vote din of F 
of the whole Congregation fell upon Two, Jo. new Apo: 
ſeph call'd Barſabas, who (was Sir-named Juſtus,) ſtle. 
and MarrhiAs; both duly Qualified for the A- 
poſtleſhip, as being conſtant Companions and 
Diſciples of the Holy JESUS, and conſequently 
Capable of bearing Witneſs to his Lite, Death, 
and Reſurrection : But which of theſe Two to 
prefer, they were not very well agreed. Where- 
fore, they reſolv'd to decide the Matter by caſt- 
ing Lots, ( an uſual Way of determining ambi- 
guous Matters in Things Sacred) and that the 
Buſineſs might proceed with the greater Regu- 
larity and Succeſs, they firſt ſolemnly made 
their Addreſs to Heaven, that the Omniſcient 
Being that govern'd the World, and perfectly 
underſtood the Tempers and Diſpoſitions of 
Men, would immediately guide and direct the 
Choice, and ſhew which of theſe two, he would 
appoint to take that part of the Apoſtolick he Lo: 
Charge, from which Judas was fo lately fallen. fell upon 
Having thus done, they gave forth their Lots, and MAI THL. 
the Lot fell upon MazTaias, and he was numbred 45+ 
ait h the Eleven Apoſties, „ 

ST. Marrmas being thus made One of the 
Twelve, he remain'd at Jeruſalem till the great 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt, and afterwards betook him- _ 
ſelf to his Charge and Province. The Firſt-7bePlaces 
Fruits of his Miniſtry he ſpent in Judæa, where where be 
having had great Succeſs, he betook himſelf toFrcach de 
other Provinces. He is by the Greeks reported to 
have travelled Eaſt-ward ; Nicephorus ſaith into 
. s higher 
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308 CONSIDERATIONS 1 
higher Athiopea; and Sophronius into lower Deſi 
Athiopea; but with more probability, Caps. 1 the | 

docia was the Place where he chiefly fix'd, his WW ii 
Principal Reſidence, having been at the Conflu. WW tuel 

ence of the River Apſarus, near the Haven Hy. Ho 

fus. In his Travels, he met with manifolq WE 25 
Troubles and Difficulties; and at laſt, (as ſome WT 125 
affirm) Ananus the High Prieſt Apprehended WE 11 

him in Galilee, and had him brought before him; 4 185 

and making a long Speech to him, after he fond . 

him contrary to his Exhortations, aſſerting IE. I ke 

SUS of Nazareth to be the true Meſſiah, he con- Fi 
Fi: Mar- demd him to be Ston'd, and the Sentence was Wy 
tyrdom. immediately Executed. But of this, or of any | wr 
other Account of St. Marrufas's Death, we have 4 
but ſlender Authorities. The Greeks Celebrate 4 

his Feaſt on the 9th of Auguſt, and the Latins on ep 

the 24th of February, , oY 4 

1 e ne 

ces 

— — — — 3 IP 2 2 1 

. Bre 

er 2 Conmmanions (gt, = 

from C- f 5 

Ver. 15. FOR Ver 25.7 5 

to the \ to the ha 

End. ISt, MarrhlAs's Day. End. not 

vel 

5 ” | nal 

N the whole Hiſtory of the Life of our Bleſlc Ve) 
Saviour, we have no Intimation that Jus nir 
Iſcariot had any Malice againſt the Perſon of his TD: 
LORD and Maſter, for the Holy JESUS had WW ov 

been Infinitely kind to him, made him an Apo- bl 

ſtle, and took him to be One of his Peculiar th 


Domeſticks and Attendants. But, at the ſame * 
time, he was a Man acted by ſordid and mem WM ©: 


For St. Marrhlas's Day, 


Deſſaus, one that had proſtituted Religion, and 
the Honour of his Place, to Covetouſneſs and 
cinifter Arts. The Love of Money had ſo en- 
tirely poſſeſs'd his Thoughts, that his Reſoluti- 
F on; were bound for Nothing but intereſt and 


Advantage. This Covetous Temper puſh'd him Core- 


E forwards to commit ſuch a Prodigious Iuſtance touſneſs 


of Impicty, which all Ages of the World could He ew of 


never paralel, even the betraying his Innocent 
LORD into the Hands of his moſt Malicious Ad- 


verfaries. Thus we ſee that Covetouſneſs is (as 


the Apoſtle ſays) The Root of all Evil: It being 


an unmerciful Principle that will Pity or Spare 


none; and that will put Men upon the baſeſt, and 


moſt unwarrantable Means to ſatisfy its inſatiable 
oft, Accordingly, Judas thought leſs than 


Four Pounds a ſufficient Price for betraying the 
> Son of GOD, into the Hands of thoſe who he 


knew would treat him with all the Circumſtan- 


ces of Infolent Scorn and Cruelty,  _ 


BUT there's an Active Principle in Man's 


Breaſt that ſeldom ſuffers daring Sinners to paſs 
in quiet to their Graves: for it was but at Mid- 
night that Judas receiv'd his Money, and betimes 
in the Morning he Repented his Bargain: He 
was awaken'd with the Horror of the Fact, and 
not being able to bear up under the furious Re- 
venges of his own Mind, he immediately went and 


Danger of eternal Ruin, continually hanging 
over him, makes his Life inconceivably Mitera- 
ble. Here the Foundation of Hell is laid, in 


CICNCe, 


tze Evil Diſpoſition of a Man's own Mind, 


which is naturally a Torment to it ſelf: And till 
{8}: be cur'd, it is as impoſſible for him to be 
: U 3 HapPYs 


< © "OW ELIT IT — ——ů— 
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hanged himſelf. A Vicious Man is certainly a The IE, ars 
very deformed Sight, and to none more than to of a Guil- 
himſelf; the Odiouſneſs of Sin, and the evident t] Con- 
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CONSIDERATIONS. 


Happy, as for a Limb that is ont of Joynt to be 


at Eaſe ; becauſe the Man's Spirit is out of Or- 
der, and off the Hinges, and, is it were, toſsd 


from its Centre; and till that be ſet right, and 


reſtor'd to its Proper and Natural State, the 


Man will be perpetually unquiet, and can have 


no Reſt and Peace within himſelf. The Wicked 


{faith the Prophet) # like the Troubled Sea, when 


it cannot Reſt; There is no Peace, ſaith my GOD, 
to the Wicked, No Peace with God, or his own 
Mind; for he finds aSting and ſecret Remorſe for 


his Vicious Acts, and Impious Machinations. The 
Experience of all Sorts of People of moſt various 
Inclinations, do unanimouſly agree, that the 


Remorſe of Conſcience can never be obliterated: 


For, let the moſt Potent Sinner upon Earth 


ſpeak out, and tell us, whether he can command 
down tne Clamours and Revilings of a Guilty 


_ Conſcience, and Impoſe Silence upon that bold 


Reprover. He may perhaps, for a while, put on 


a Big and Majeſtick Look; but can he, for all 


that, look Conſcience out of Countenance ! He 
may diſſemble a little forc'd Jollity, when he is 


In Company, and the Cups go quickly round; 


but at the ſame time, no Perſon, beſides his own 


_ Wretched Miſerable Self, knows of thoſe ſecret, 


bitter Infuſions, which that terrible Thing, 
call'd Conſcience, makes into all his Draughts. 
Paradice, with all its Pleaſures, could not ſe- 
cure Adam, after he had Sinned, from a Sting 


in his Breaſt : Neither could the Thirty Pieces of 


Silver bribe the Conſcience of the Traytor J. 
das. When he took a clear View of his Guilt 
in its Native Shape,what Confuſion of Thoughts, 
what a Combat of Paſſions was he in? How did 


Shame, Scrrow, Revenge, Deſpair, thoſe {c- 


cret Executioners, torment his Spirit ? Loon 
JJ 


Por St. Marrhtas's Dr. 


doth almoſt naturally ſpring from an Evil Con- 


— 


4 4 
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ſence; and when Men are throughly Awaken'd 


1 to a Senſe of Sin, and of the Infinite Evil of it, as 


they cannot eaſily forgive themſelves, ſo they 
can hardly believe there is Goodneſs enough any 
where to forgive them. 5 
THUS we may learn from the Obſervation 
of this Feſtival theſe two Things, Firſt, to be- 
ware of Covetouſneſs, which is a great and an 
enormous Vice, and which tends to the Deſtru- 
ction both of Soul and Body. Secondly, to Re- 


verence our Conſciences, becauſe there is no 


ſuch Comfort on this Side the Grave, as a faith- 


3 ful Witneſs in our Breaſts of our own Innocency 
and Integrity; ſo on the other Hand, there is no- 


thing can Create ſo much Trouble and Diſquiet 


at we 
may learn 
from the 
Obfervati- 
on of this 
Fe ſtival. 


to Us. The laſt Particular to be taken Notice 


mighty in all Emergent Occaſions and Neceſſi- 
ties. The Apoſtles before they would admit 


either Barſabas or St. Matraias into the A poſtle- 
E ſhip, made their Addreſſes to Heaven for Di- 
rection: They Prayed that the LORD, who 

knew the Hearts of all Men, would be pleaſed to 
ew which of thoſe Two Perſons he knew beſt 
E qualified for ſo Sacred a Function. There is not 
the leaſt Thing that falls within the Cognizance 
of Man, but is directed by the Immutable Coun- 
ſel of GOD. Things are not left to an AÆAquili- 
E vrium, to hover under an Indifference, whither 
they ſhall or ſhall not come to paſs ; but the 
whole Train of Events is laid before-hand, and 
all proceed by the Rule and Limit of an Antece- 
dent Decree. The Lot is caſt into the Lap, but the 
; whole Diſpoſing of it is of the LORD: (Prov. 16. 
33.) He knows which Way the Lot or the Dye 
mall fall, as perfectly as if they were already 


u 4 calt. 


F of, is the making our Application to GOD Al- 


GOD, 
the ſole 
Diſpoſer of 
al Events 
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7 8 therefore, GOD is the only Objed 


of our Truſt and Confidence, to him alone we 


ought to Addreſs all our Prayers and Supplica. 


tions, for Mercy and Grace to help in time of 
Need. We ought totally to rely upon him; and 
in all Caſualties to promiſe our ſelves the beſt 
Events from his Providence, to whom nothing 
is Caſual. Who conſtantly Wills the truef 


| Happineſs to thoſe that truſt in him, and works 


Conclu- 
lion. 


all things according to the Counſel of that Bleſſed 
„ 1 


- 


henceforth entirely rely upon the unerring Pro- 
vidence of the Almighty, which will certainly 


' miniſter to us all the true Cauſes of Peace and 


Tranquility of Mind. Let us live in a ftri& 
Conformity to the Dictates of a well-informed 


Judgment, and let neither Covetouſneſs nor 
Ambition, or any Temptation whatſoever pre- 


vail upon us to act counter to its Sence and 


Perſwaſion. Let us beware of the fatal Apo- 
ſtacy of Judas, and not by Fraud and Decelt 
re- betray our Bleſſed LORD and Maſter. In a | 
Word, let us be continually Vigilant, and always 
upon our Guard, and in a conſtant Readinels 
and Preparation for the Hour of Death: And | 
by theſe Means we ſhall Acquire far more Peace, | 
more Joy, and Satisfaction than all the vain Al- 


lurements of this World can afford us. For, 
(as the Prophet aſſures us) The Fruit of Rig- 


reouſneſs is Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſuſ 


 Quietneſs and Aſſurance for Exer. 


| UPON all which Conſiderations, let us from | 


* 


8 The Praves. 


The Pave. 


{NY ALMIGHTY and Ever-living GOD! by 
I whoſe ſpecial Grace, the Bleſſed Matthias was 
E choſen to ſupply the Room of the Traytor Judas, and 
F compleat the Number of the Apoſtles. Grant, I moſt 
F humbly beſeech Thee, that my Devout Celebration of 
bis Memory, may raiſe in me a great Ambition to 
| Initate his Virtues, and that thereby, I may follow 
im in his happy Paſſage to everlaſting G lory. O let 
me not have the Wages of an ungrateful Sinner, but 
let thy Name have the Glory of an inexpreſſivle Pity, 
and me have the Honour to be an Inſtance of thy Mer 
1 co and Gooaneſs to all the World, Grant me, O 
| LORD, thy Grace, that neither Covetonſneſs nor 
Ambition , Treachery nor Ingratitude to Thee my 
GOD, may Rob me of the Triumphs and Applauſes 
of Agood Conſcience, And to the End that Virtue 
may be Exalted, and Vice Abaſed, fill up the Num- 
ber of thy Perſecuted Apoſtles with Men of Excellent 
Spirits, of Eminent Courage and Perſeverance, and 
ſupply the Places of all Apoſtatizing Diſciples, 
with Perſons of Fidelity, and Confirmed Goodneſs. 
That by this Means thou mayſt Accompliſh the Happy 
Number of thine Elect, through the Merits, and 
for the Sake, of my Saviour and Redeemer ;, to whom 
with Thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
Glory, Adoration and Thanksgiving, Aſcribed by 
Ae, and all the World, nom and ever. Amen. 
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314 The Correct. 


The Correct. 


O ALMIGHTY GOD ! who in the Place of the MW 119 
XL Traytor Judas, didſt choſe thy Faithful Serrant 

MATTHIAS to be of the Number of the Twell, 
Apoſtles : Grant, that thy Church, being alway pre- 119 
ſerved from falſe Apoſtles, may be ordered ind id. 

ed by faithful and true Paſtors, thro' JESUS CHRIST 

our LORD. Amen. = 
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3 THE Oracles of the Prophets being Accom- 

1 plim'd, and the Time which GOD had ap- 
pointed to ſhew forth his Mercy, and give a Sa- 
viour to the World being come: In the Days 
of Herod the King, the Angel Gabriel was ſent 5 
from GOD, unto a City of Galilee, call d Naza- © ge 

| 8 2 og ; ppears 10 

ab, to,a moſt Holy Virgin, namd Mary; a the prefſe 
Perſon of low Condition, eſpous'd to Joſeph, and Virgin. 
of the ſame Family of David, but of no higher 
Profeſſion than a Carpenter. At the Angel's 
Approach to this Pious Maid, he immediately 
E congratulated her, with her being highly in Fu- js Ads 
vo with the Almighty, and being bleſſed above the dels, 
reſt of her Sex. Which ſurprizing Words, and 

unuſual Sight, rais'd a ſtrange Commotion in her 
' Breaſt, and no leſs Admiration at ſuch an un- 

common Salutation. For, (asa Learned Prelate 

very well obſerves) if the Angel appear'd in the 

Shape of a Man, it was an unuſual Arreſt to the 

Bleſſed Virgin, who was accuſtom'd to Retire- 

ments and Solitarineſs, and had not known an 

Experience of admitting a Comely Perſon to her 

Cloſet and Privacies. But, if the Heavenly 
E Meſſenger did retain a Diviner Form, more 
Symbolical to Angelical Nature, and more pro- 
piortionable to his Glorious Meſſage ; although 

| her daily Employment was a Converſation 1 
| DOT [ly 


Upon the Annuntiation. 


— 


Sbe is 
ſurprix'd. 


Angels, who in the daily miniſtring to 
the Saints, did behold her chaſt Converſation, conpled 
with Fear; yet they uſed no affrighting Gloriez 


in the Offices of their daily Attendances, but 


were ſeen only by Spiritual Diſcernings. Hoy. 


ever, ſo it happen'd, that her Modeſty rais in 


her a great Diſturbance at the unuſual Appear. 
ance of the Angel, and ſhe was very much ſur. 
priz'd at this kind of Salutation. But, the An. 


gel, (who came with Deſigns of Honour and 


Comfort to her) not willing that the Inequality 
and Glory of the Meſſenger, ſhould, like too 
Glorious a Light to a weak Eye, rather con- 
found the Faculty, than inlighten the Organ, in- 
vited her to a more familiar Confidence, than 


poſſibly a tender Virgin could put on, in the 
Preſence of ſuch a Beauty and Holineſs: So, 


He deli- 
vers bs 


Meſſage, 


before her Thoughts could find a Tongue, the 


Angel bad her ſuffer no Diſturbance in her Mins, 


ſince ſhe was ſo highly eſteem'd by GOD : For, 
ſhe ſhould have the Happineſs of bearing a Son, 
call'd by the Name of JESUS, or a Saviour; 


who ſhould be the long expected Meſſiah, to 


whom GOD ſhould give the Throne of his Fa- 
ther David, and his Sovereignty and Kingdom 
ſhould have no Period. The Bleſſed Virgin not 


doubting the Angel's Veracity, but admiring at 


the ſtupendious Work, modeſtly deſired to know 
how this could be brought to paſs, ſince ſhe was 


to continue a Virgin, according to the Ancient 


Propheſy ? The Angel immediately perceived 
where the Philoſophy of her Queſtion did conſiſt, 
and therefore very readily told her, That this 
Holy Child, which ſhall be call'd the Son of 


GOD, ſhould be conceiv'd by the Inviſible Ope- 


ration of the HOLY GHOST: And to de- 
monſtrate to her, that GOD, (to whom nothing 
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— 


s Impoſſible) would work this Aſtoniſning 
Miracle in her by his Almighty Power, he tells 4» 4gu- 


her, what had befallen her Couſin Elizabeth, who, em 10 d. 


having, been barren for many Years, was Six te 
Months ſince with-Child. Being fully ſatisfieg ib . 
with this Anſwer , the Holy Virgin with all 
Modeſty and Humility joyfully accepted of the 
Divine Bounty, and made an Act of entire Re- 


| fgcation, ſaying, Behold the Hand-maid of the 


LORD, be it unto me according to thy Word, Then 
the Angel Gabriel departed from her, and the 
Power of the HOLY GHOST did deſcend upon 
her, and wrought this great Myſtery in her; for 


which ſhe had been fitted and diſpos'd a great j ESU 


© while before, by the Plentiful Effuſion of his conceiv d 


Graces. So ſhe conceived in her Womb the by tbe 
Second Perſon in the Ever- bleſſed Tzxixtry, who A 2 
was the Immaculate Lamb of GOD, the Saviour — 
of the World. ED 
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T HE Supernatural Conception of the Holy 
and Eternal JESUS, in the Womb of the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary, is a Truth ſo Sublime and 
Immenſe, ſo Stupendious and Incomprehenſible, 
that it tranſcends our moſt expanded Thoughts 
to conceive how it ſhould come to paſs. That 
the Word ſhould be made Fleſh, and G OD 
would take a Body; that Eternity ſhoyld ww | 
—_ 
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The only 
he gotten 
Son of 
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Incarna- a Beginning, and Infiniteneſs be contain d within 
tion of ou the Compaſs of a Span; that, the Divine Na. 


Saviour 4 6... : | RA . 
moſt Srl. ture, and the Humanity, ſhould be fo Uniteg, 


as neither the Divinity conſume the Man- hood, 


Myſtery. nor that Pollute the Divinity. This is the Wi. 


dom f GOD in a Myſtery, and conſequently, toy 


high for our Speculations, and too great for our 
Deſcriptions ! That the Creator and the Crea. 


ture ſhould be thus miraculouſly allied in the 
ſame Subſiſtance, is one of the great Arcana of 
Heaven; a Work fully reſponſible to Omnipo- 
tence, and expreſſes whatever is ſignified by that 
Title. The Apoſtle mentions it with an Attri- 


bute of Excellency, (1 Tim. 3. 16.) Withut | 
_ Controverſy, great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, GOD 


manifeſt in the Fleſh, A Myſtery too deep for the 


Apprehenſion of Angels to underſtand ; yet, it 
was not too great a Miracle, for JESUS to Ac. 
compliſh for our Salvation. And therefore, we | 


ought, with all the Powers and Faculties of our 


Souls, joyfully to Admire and Adore this Great 


and Glorious Diſpenſation. e 
BUT, to the end that we may not entertain 


any erroneous Opinions, concerning the great 
Myſtery of the Incarnation of our Bleſſed $a- | 
viour; it will be neceſſary to Conſider the three 
following Particulars. Firſt, Who it was that 
was Conceived and Born: Secondly, By whoſe | 
Energy or Operation he was Conceived : And, | 


Thirdly, Who the Perſon was that did Conceive 


and Bear him, Firſt then, He who was Conceived | 
and Born; was the Second Perſon in the Glori- M 
ous Trinity, the Ever-bleſſed and Eternal Son 
of GOD. He which took upon him the Nature | 
of Man, was not the Father, (as the Patripaſſons | 


would have it) nor the HOLY GHOST, but 


the only begotten Son, For altho' the Humane 
eee ; Nature 


— 


es — . 5 7 "a — 
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Nature was conjoyned with the Divinity, which 
js the Nature common to the Father, Son, and 
„ holy GHOST; yet was that Union made on- 
y in the perſon of the Son, who was Conceived 
and Born, and ſo made really and truly Man, gesam- 
of the ſame Humane Nature which is in all other Incarnate 
Men, who by the ordinary way of Generation 
are Conceived and Born. Accordingly, the 
| Scriptures uſeth all thoſe Expreſſions or Appel- 
E lations which are proper to ſignify a real Man; 
calling him, the Seed of the Woman; the Seed of 
Abraham; the Seed of David according to the 
Hleſh; the Son of Man; and the Man CHRIST 
| JESUS. But beſides this, he performed ſuch 
Actions as are Natural and Proper to Men; He 
continued a great while in the World, and ſub- 
| mitted to all thoſe things which are accounted 
| moſt Grievous and Calamitous to Humane Na- 
ture; and at laſt Suffer'd, and Dy'd, and was 
laid in the Grave, like other Men; all which is 
a plain Demonſtration that he was a real Man, 
and had a real and ſubſtantial Body. Which 
| Body was alſo enliven'd with a Humane Soul, 
endued with Underſtanding, capable of Learn- 
ing and Improvement: For, thus tis ſaid, 
(Luke 2. 52.) that FE SVS increas d in Wiſdom and 
gature; One in reſpect of his Soul, the Other 
of his Body. So that (In Oppoſition to the Im- 
piety of Arius, and the bold Aſſertions of Apol- 
lizaris) he which was perfect GOD, was alſo per- 
fetk Man, of a Reaſonable Soul, and Humane Fleſl 
ling. 5 
| NOW in this Ineffable Union of two ſo diffe- 
rent Natures, we muſt not conceive as if the 
Divine Nature of CHRIST was Tranſubſtanti- 
| ated into the Humane Nature, ( as Cerinthus 
taught) or as if the Humane Nature was Con- 
verted 
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verted or Chang'd into the Divine, (as Valemi. 
ms rediculouſly Aſſerted) For the Imrnaterial, 
Indiviſible, and Immortal Deity is Immutable, 
and as it can be Chang'd into Nothing, ſo No. 
thing can be Chang'd into it. Therefore, we 

mulſt Conceive by our Saviour's Aſſuming our 

Nature, his being United to Humane Nature 

the Soul is vitally united to the Body; without 
eeither being Chang'd into it, or Confounded with 
The Man- it, or Swallow'd up by it (as the Eutychian He. 
* there* ,ericks imagin' d.) For, as the Soul and Body 

; United make one Perſon, and yet retain their 
diſtin Natures and Properties; ſo may we 
conceive the Divine and Humane Natures in 
CHRIST to be United into one Perſon. In this 
Admirable Union, each of the Natures pre- 
ſerves its proper Form, with all the neceſſary 
Conſequents proceeding from it. The Humane 
Nature is joyn'd to the Eternal Word, but not 
Chang'd into its Divinity; 'tis not Infinite and 
Impaſſible. The Deity is United to Fleſh, but 
not transform'd into its Nature ; 'tis not Finite 
and Paſſible. Tho' there is a Diſtinction, pet 
no Separation: there are two Natnres, but one 
ſole JESUS. Tho' he be GOD and Man, yet he 
7s not two, but one CHRIST + One, not by Conver- 
ſion of the GO D- head into Fleſſj, but by taking of the 
Man- hood into GOD : One altogether, not by Con. 
fuſion of Subſtance, but by Unity of Perſon : For, as 
the Reaſonable Soul and Fleſh is one Man; ſo GOD 
and Man is one CHRIST. Thus much is agree- 
able to the Sacred Writings, and this is what 
every Chriſtian ought to believe concerning 
the Incarnation of our Bleffed Redeemer. 
HAVING thus clearly Demonſtrated, that 
he which was Conceived, and Aſſumed Humane 


Nature, was the only Son of GOD ; 1 proce 
1 ; no 
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now to Aſſert that he was not Conceiv'd after 
the Manner of Men; not by the common way 
of Humane Propagation, but by the Singular, 
Powerful, Inviſible, Immediate Operation of __ 
the HOLY GHOST. Heaven and Earth con- 23 
curr'd to form that Divine Man the King of both, ;, ,j. 
the Earth furniſhing Matter, and Heaven the 20 
Principle of his Conception. Accordingly, the GA. 
Angel told Mary (Luke 7. 35.) who queſtion'd 
how ſhe could be a Mother not having known a 
Man, The HOLT G HOST ſhall come upon Thee, 
and the Power of the Higheſt ſhall overſſiadom Thee. 
Now, though we profeſs to Believe that 
CHRIST was Conceived by the HOLY 
GHOST, yet not that the HOLY GHOST 
did Conceive him, which the Virgin only did, 
by the Power and Operation of the HOLY 
GHOST : No more is left to be attributed to 
the Spirit, than what is neceſlary to Cauſe the 
Virgin to perform the part of a Mother. We 
muſt not imagine that the Holy Spirit perform'd 
any proper Act of Generation, ſich as is the 
Foundation of Paternity, he only overſhadowed In what 
ber, and, by his Operating Power, prepar'd and Manner, 
ſanctified ſo much of her Fleſh and Blood, as 
conſtituted the Body of our Saviour. The 
HOLY GHOST then it was who immediately 
and miraculouſly enzbled the Bleſſed Virgin 
(without the Concurrence of any Man) to Con- 
ceive, and that which was Conceived in her, 
was Originally and Compleatly Sanftified, 

THE next Circumſtance that falls under our 
Conſideration, in Reference to the Incarnation 
of our Bleſled Saviour, is the Perſon who did 
| Conceive and Bear him. Now the Evangeliſt, 
relating the Annuxciartion, taketh particular j 
| Notice that her Name was Max ; not for any Of thevi i 

X Pecullar in Mary, 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


A Virgin 


4s 6.5. 
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peculiar Excellency in the Name it ſelf, or any 
particular Application to her ariſing from the 
Origination of it, any farther than to denote that 
ſingular Perſon, known to be eſpous'd unto J.. 
ſeph. But the Title added to that Name, maketh 
a very conſiderable Diſtinction, ſhe being ſuff. 
ciently Characteriz d by that Inſeparable Com- 
panion of her Name, TR View. It being 
of ſuch a One that the promiſed Meſſias was to 
be Born, according to the Predictions of the 


Prophets (Jer. 31. 23.) The LORD bath Created 
a new thing on the Earth, a 'Voman ſhall Compaſs a 
Han; and again moſt Emphatically, Behold a 


Virgin Hall Conceive and Bear a Son, (Iſa. J. 14.) 
And ſuch was Mary the Mother of our LORD, 
though Espous'd unto Joſeph, yet before they came 
together, ſhe was found with Child of the HOLT 
GHOST, (Matth. 1. 18.) And as ſhe was a 
Virgin while ſhe was with Child, fo fhe was a 
Virgin even when ſhe brought forth : Nay, it 
would be very Irreligious to deny the perpetual 
Virginity of the Mother of our LORD: For 
though whatſoever ſhould have follow'd could 
have no Reflective Operation upon the Firſt- 


Fruit of her Womb; yet (as a Learred Man ob- 


ſerves) the peculiar Eminency and unparalell'd 
Priviledge of that Mother; the ſpecial Honour 
and Reverence due unto that Son, and ever paid 


by her; the ſingular Goodneſs and Piety of Je- 
ſeph to whom ſhe was Eſpous d; have perſwaded 


the Church of G00 in all Ages, to believe that 
ſhe ſtill continued in the fame Virginity, and 


therefore is to be acknowledged the Ever 


VIROIN MAR TL. 
THUS much may ſuffice to have been ſpoken, 
concerning that great Myſtery of the Hypoſtati- 
cal, or Perſonal Union of the Divine and Hu- 
| = Y muane 
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) WU mane Nature, in the Perſon of our Bleſſed. 4 
ic Faviour: In the more particular Explication 1 
t whereof, it is not ſafe for our ſhallow Under- ik 
= # itanding to wade farther than the Scripture goes # 
h before us, for Fear we go out of our Depth, 6 li 
i- # and loſe our ſelves in the profound Enquiry into 700 far into x 
- the deep Things of GOD, which he has not the Myſte- \f 
3 WF thought fit in this preſent State of Darkneſs and ries of Re- it 
0 Imperfection to Reveal more plainly and fully I1g10N- 90 
e to us. It ought to be thought ſufficient, that 4 
4 the Scripture Aſſures us, that Divinity and Hu- » 
2  manity may co-habit in one Subſiſtence; that 1 
« to Natures may concur in the ſame Perſon; 6 
aud Heaven and Earth mingle without Confuſion. i 
), Theſe things, 'tis true, exceed the Natural I 
ne Force of Humane Reaſon, to Comprehend them Co 
1 Scientifically , for the entire Knowledge of 4 
a them, is to be one principal Part of our Felicity # 
a and Bleſſedneſs hereafter. * All thoſe Heights % ,;y 1 
it and Depths, which we now ſtand ſo much A- ze fully re. if 
al maz'd at, and which ſo confound and baffle the ven j 
or Subtleſt and moſt Piercing Apprehenſion, ſhall Heaven. i 
Id then be made Clear, Open, and Familiar to us. | 
t- GOD ſhall then diſplay the hidden Glories of his 


1 
443 
* 


A, 


Nature, and withal, fortify the Eye of the Soul 
ſo, that it ſhall be Able to hold and take them 
in, fo far as the Capacities of an Humane Intel- 
ect ſhall enable it to do. We ſhall then ſee the 
Myſteries of the Tzxintry, and of the Incarnati- 
on of CHRIST, and of the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, unridled and made plain to us; All 
the Knots of GOD's Decrees and Providence 
untied, and made fit for our Underſtanding, as 
well as Admiration. We ſhall then be Tran- 

X 2 ſported 
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ſported with a Nobler Kind of Wonder; not the That 
Effect of Ignorance, but the Product of a Clear. Wo ce 
er and more Advanced Knowledge. When ve Py 4 
have laid down this Clog of Fleſh, we ſhall Ini. 1 


5 5 * 4} if 
— 
[ 7 Bl a4. „ 
A . 


n 


tate the Perfection of Angels, who Out. ſhine © 22 
the reſt of the Creation in nothing more, tn he R 
in a Tranſcendent Ability of Knowing add W- vo Sh 
Judging ; which is the very Glory and Crown. Ecſta 
ing Excellence of a Created Nature. We ſhalt 1 Fagor 


then ſurmount theſe beggarly Rudiments, and 
mean Helps of Knowledge, which now, by ma- 

ny little Steps, gradually raile us to ſome ſhort 
Speculation of the Nature of "Things. Our 
Knowledge ſhall be Intuitive and above Dif 
courſe; not proceeding by a long Circuit of An- 
tecedents and Conſequents, as now in this Vale 

of [mperteCtion it is forc'd to do; but in a Word, 

it ſhall then fully inform the whole Mind, and 

take in the whole Object, by one ſingle, aud 

ſubſtantial Act. C 

AND that we may have Admittance into this 
5 BliſStul Place, and not have our Portion among 
The ſaflu- Hereticks and Unbelievers, let us thankfully 
ence which Admire the Wonderful and Amazing Condeſ- 


the InCar- cention and Love of GOD to Mankind, in ſend- 
nation of 


9% Savi. ing his Son into the World for our Salvation 
our ought and Recovery. For what an Everlaſting Foun- 
to have on tain of the moſt Ineſtimable Bleſſings and Bene- 
w. Hits to us poor Sinners, is the Incarnation of ths We 
Holy JESUS? And what are we, that theHighand | 
Glorious Majeſty of Heaven, ſhould ſtoopdown | 
to the Earth, and be contented to be Cloathed 
with Miſery and Mortality ? Was there ever 
any Wonder comparable to this! To behoid 
Divinity thus Cloath'd in Fleſh! The Creator 
of all things humbled not only to the Company, 
but alfv to the Cognation of his Cram: 
| 'Tha 
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That the Everlaſting Son of the Father, ſhould 
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purſue us through all the Stages of our Infelicity, 
and at laſt be pleas d both to undergo, and to 
Overcome the Sharpneſs of Death, that he might open 
the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers. Certainly, 
the Remembrance of this, muſt needs tranſport 
us with Inexpreſſible Joy, it muſt put vs into an 
Ecſtacy of Love and Gratitude to our great Be- 
factor; and cauſe every Faculty of our Souls 
to unite into a Devout Celebration of the Divine 
Mac... EF 
TO Conclude : Let us then at all times, (and Conclu- 

more eſpecially at this Seaſon) gratefully Ac- tion. 
knowledge, and joyfully Commemorate this 
Great and Amazing Goodneſs of GOD tous ; 
and ſince the Bleſſed JESUS hath fo graciouſly 
Condeſcended to be made in all Things like unto 
us, Sin only excepted; let us Aſpire to be as like 
to him as is poſlible, in the Exemplary Holineſs 
and Virtues of his Life. Let us Celebrate the 
Incarnation of our Bleſſed Saviour, by giving 
Praiſe and Glory to GOD in the higheſt, and by all 
poſſible Demonſtrations of Charity and Good-w:l! 
to Men; And as he was pleas'd to Aſſume Hu- 
manity, ſo let us put on the LORD JESUS 
GHRIST, that is, ſincerely Embrace and Pra- 
Qice his Religion, and be diligently Careful to 


keep our Nature from Pollution, ſince the Son 


of GOD hath ſanctified it, and united it to the 
Diyin ig. EY 
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The Praves. 


| () ETERNAL and Almighty GOD ! whodidf 
ſend thy Holy Angel in Embaſſy to the Bleſed 
Virgiu Mary, to execute thy Will in the Redemption 
of the World, by the Incarnation of the Ever-Bleſed 
FESUS. 1 Magnify and Adore thy Great and Holy 
Name, and from the Bettom of my Heart, give 
Glory to Thee, for wonderful Condeſcenſion, All He 
nour and Praiſe be to thy Fatherly Compaſſion, for 
ſending thine only begotten Son out of thy Boſom, for 


the Salvation of me, and all the World. Bleſſed, 


tor ever Bleſſed be that Aſtoniſhing and Unſpeakabl 
Goodneſs, for ſuch Noble and Exalted Inſtances of an 
ende aring Love, What ſhall I return unto Thee, 
Thou great Lover of Souls! for ſuch ſtupendious De- 
monſtrations of thy Concern for me? O help me to 
Underſtand, and Conſider with Reverence; to Con- 
template, and with all Diligence to walk worthy e 
this Myſtery of Godlineſs; this wonderful Con- 
junction of the Divine and Humane Nature in one 
Perſeu. And ſince thou haſt done Great and Ineffa- 
ble Things for me already, I beſeech Thee by thine 
own tterabie Love, and by thy many gracious Pro- 
22ijes ia JESUS CHRIST, to perfect the good Work 
thou hajt begun, that I may Live and Die accordin 
to thy Mili, and at laſt attain to the Reſurrection of 
the 7uſt, through the Merits and Interceſſion of my 
Bleſſed Redeemer, to whom with Thee, and the Holy 


Spirit, be all Honour and Glory, Adoration and Eu. 


char iſt, now, and to all Fternty, 


The 
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The CorLECr. 


BESEECH Thee, O LORD ! pour thy Grace into 
I my Heart, that as IJ have known the Incarnation 
of thy Son JESUS CHRIST, by the Meſſage of an 
Angel; ſo by his Croſs and Paſlion, I may be brought 
anto the Glory of his Reſurrection, through the ſame 
ESS CHRBT our LORD, Amen. nh 


82 
y 
* «9 
4 
1 
[i n 
＋ 
. 
1 
1 
. 
40% k . 
1 
44 
H 
#1 
i 
2 
Th 
\ ? 
3 
1 
4 * 
4 
th 
i 
1 
L i 
FL 
A 
JL Ms 
4 N 4 
9 
74 
l 
LN 
7 L4 
1 
1 
1 +4 * 
204 
4 1 
444 
bl 
43 T8 
NY 
1 # 
1 
1 . 
1 ne 
7.x 
if ' k 
wk 5: 
If 3 
I 
ws: 4 
e. 
1 
7 
0 1 
BAL 
"1.42385 
4.00 
(i 
* 
1 ii 
i * 
U 4 
1 
4 
v1 
1 
mt 
N 1 
1148 
4? 
4 
4 
WH 


8 * _ 
— — — = * * 
— — 

2 : 
— 
— — - 4 T* 


SS, 


= — MITT, * 
7 he EIDOS 
2 —— 
&s — 2 5 = r 
7 — 
2 ; 7 — was - 
_ c — 
nc 6." I 2 - 
3 . 


— 


© = 3 — — — - - 7 
— Se — — mo 
- — I — — — — — > — — 3 —— — —— _ 
F j = _ . 4 ”w — a — pry = > — * I 
Ws _ — - — 4 — 2 = 2 825 93 - — — = — > — 3 — e 
2 — — — = 1 2 = 2 oo — — - wh = — 2 8 — _ Sz a --S — * * . - - 
— 2 — — 5 2 — : = Whore = ” — = — 2 — —— 
- par — 4 — Y as — - — — . — OY Py * — 2 F 2 3 » =. - 
„ß ERPEES ˙5ðn» 2 — = . xy x RE 
— — 2 — — 22 p — MF. — — 72 2 — * a. 5 E. — — 4 
— — I. * — — = 4 - oP a — - * — — — 2 — 


5 crnng 


==> — 


— 
e 


Morning. | Morning, 
Plam ³ UuPON + Le. 
119. Par. 1 Ecc, 4. 

| | ; 4 * 8 | \ II. A4. 22. 
8 St. Park 5 Dav. Evening, 

Evening. e Ecc. 5, 

119. T 1525 1 II. 10h, 


5. Mr QT. Manx (though a Roman by Name) was 

Born of Jemiſh Parents, originally deſcended 

of the Tribe of Levi, and (according to Nice- 

phorus) Siſter s Son to Peter: That he was One 

of the Seventy, all the Ancients agree ; yet not 

a Follower of our Saviour, but a later Convert 

by ſome of the Apoſtles, probably St. Peter, whoſe 

conſtant Companion and Attendant he was, ſup- 

plying the Place of an Amanuenſis and Interpre- 

ter. By Peter he was ſent into «/£gypr, to Plant 

17 Plant- the Goſpel in thoſe Parts, and reſided chiefly at 

ing Chri- Alexandria, in which City and Parts adjacent, he 

1222 = Converted great Multitudes of both Sexes, not 

+. only to the embracing the Chriſtian Faith, but 

1 to the Profeſſion of an extraordinary ſtrict, and 

even Mopaſtick Life: and theſe, Euſebius, and af- 

ter him Epiphanius, St. Hierom, and of later Days 

Baronius, think to be the ſame with thoſe 

Sega, or Sect of People, living about the 

Maræotic Lake in egypt, whom Philo Judeus 

deſcribes at large, as a Sect of Men wholly de- 

vated to a ſtrick, philoſophick, and contem- 
plative Courſe of Lite. „„ 

Aud the FROM Alexandria he went more Weſt- ward, 

zer:sof paſſing through the Countries of Marmarica, 

L.ybias ' Peutapolis, and Other Parts of Libya, where by 

his Preaching and Miracles, he not only = 
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war for the Goſpel, but rooted it in the Minds 
of thoſe People, and confirm'd them in the Pro- 
feſſion of it. After this, he returned to Alex- Pr 
E ,ndria, to ſettle that Church, by providing ,, non 
© paſtors and Governors; and it being about the andria. 
© Time of Eaſter, when the great Solemnities of 
E Serapis happen d to be Celebrated ; the prophane 
 eMoyptians being excited to a Paſſionate Vindica- 
tion of the Honour of their Idol, violently broke 
zin upon St. Marx, (then engag'd in the ſolemn 
Celebration of Divine Worſhip) and tying 
Cords to his Feet, dragg'd him on the Ground, 
through the Streets, into Priſon, where his 
Soul was by a Divine Viſion, Erected and En- 
couraged, under the Ruins of his ſhatter'd Body. 
The Rage of the People being ſtill unſatisfied, 
Early the next Morning, they came again, and 
ſo tore off his Fleſh, by dragging him about in 
the ſame cruel Manner, that he expir'd in their % Mar. 
Hands. Nor did their Fury end here, for (ac- tyrdom. 
cording to Metaphraſtes ) they burnt his Dead 
Body, whoſe Soul had burnt with an Ardent 
Zeal for GQN's Glory, and the Salvation of 
Mankind. % 1 5 

THE Goſpel bearing his Name was writ by « AK's 
him at the Requeſt of the Converts at Rome. Goſpel, 
* For (as Euſebius tells us) the Romans not be- when writ: 
ing ſatisfied with St. Peter's Preaching Chriſtia. en. 
nity to them, earneſtly deſired St. Maxx his 
Companion, that he would give them in Wri— 
ting, a ſtanding Monument of that Doctrine 
which St. Peter had deliver'd to them by Word 
of Mouth, which was the Occaſion (ſays my 
Author) of the Writing of St. Max's Goſpel : 

en | Which 
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(a FHuſeh. Hiſt, Erglel, Lib. 2, Cap. 15 


320 8 Upon St. Mark's Day. 


1. 


In what 
Lan- 


Suage. 


A Chara- 
der of bu 


Which thing St. Peter underſtanding by Reus 


lation of the Spirit, and being highly pleas'd with 
their earneſt Deſire, he confirm'd it by his own 
Authority, and it was Publickly read by hi; 
Order, in their Religious Aſſemblies. 
THERE has been ſome Diſpute made in what 
Language St. Marx's Goſpel was written, whe. 
ther Greek or Latin, Some believe it was in 


Latin, becauſe (as they alledge) it was written 
for the uſe of the Inhabitants at Rome, Others 
ſay, that the Greek being the modiſh Language 


at that time, *tis probable, twas the Tongue 
there chiefly ſpoken by Strangers: And the 
Venetians have an old Greek Copy, which they 


_ confidently affirm to be the Original, written by 


him at Aquileia. He begins his Goſpel with the 
Hiſtory of St. John the Baptiſt, and ends with 
our Bleſſed LORD's Aſcenſion into Heaven, all 


Writings. deliver'd in a ſuccinct and regular Method. And 


although he commonly reduces the Story of our 
Saviour's Acts into a narrower Compaſs than 
St. Matthew, yet there are ſeveral Paſſages 
which he relates more particularly than he, 
and wherein he is far more Comprehenſive and W 
Expreſlive. 
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plance of thoſe Excellencies which ſhine forth, 
a the beſt and moſt perfect Being, fo it particu- 
| larly recommends our doing good to the Souls Souls. 
| of Men, as one of the moſt Noble and Heroical 
| Employments in the World. It is a Duty in e- 
very Man's Power to perform, how ſtreight and 


our Natures, the Advancement and Enlargement 
| of our Souls, the Chief Ornament and Beauty 


the prime Excellency, and Happineſs, and Glo- 
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As the Chriſtian Religion did always conſiſt 
in an Imitation of GOD, and in Reſem- 
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indigent ſoever his Fortune and Condition be; 
and the Practice of it, is the great Perfection of 


of a great Mind. It makes us like to the ſupream 
Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, in that which is 


ry of the Divine Nature. 

NOW the Bleſſed Evangeliſt St. Marx, was 
very Eminent and Remarkable, for being an 
univerſal Benefactor to the Souls of Men: He ,, zr 
Preached the Goſpel with abundance of Cou- ,,.;1.,. 
rage and Reſolution, and by that Means, reſcued 
Multitudes of, poor Souls, out of the Depth of 
Ignorance and Error. He brought Men to the 
Knowledge of their Duty, and excited them to 
the Practice of it: He Inſtructed their Igno- 
rence, Removed their Prejudices, and Rectified 
their Miſtakes by Perſwaſion and by Reproof ; 
and that he might make laſting Proviſions for 
the Promotion of theſe Ends, he left behind 
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| The rveceſ. heceſſary to our Everlaſting Well-Being. For in 


| tedpeof the and Practiſed by us, in order to our obtaining 
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him ſome Excellent Writings, which have been And a 

Admired and Entertained in all Ages of the E. 

Church. So that it may be ſaid of him, as it is Ce 

Said of Abel, that being dead he yer ſpeaks, And . 
now ſince we have ſuch a Valuable Treaſure put W * 2 
into our Hands; let us conſider the Obligation this, | 

that every Chriſtian is under to ſearch and read 1 Serme 

the Holy Sete GH: do us 

TO proceed then: As Knowledge in Gene- bliebe! 
ral is neceſſary to Religion, ſo more particu- W whict 
larly the Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures is oo 

Creat 


2 —— 


* 


£1» of the them we have Eternal Life propos'd to us, to- 
X70w- gether with all that is neceſſary to be Believed 
{038 it. Aud this is one Article of the Faith of the 
Church of England, That the Holy Scriptures 
contain all Things neceſſary to Salvation, ſo 
that whatſoever is not read therein, or may 
* be prov'd thence, is not required of any 
++ Man that it ſhould be Believ'd as an Article 
** of Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſſary 
to Salvation. So that the Sacred Writings are 

a ſufficient Rule both of Faith and Manners to 
guide and direct us to Eternal Happineſs. They 
are the great and ſtanding Revelations of GOD 
to Mankind; wherein the Nature of GOD and 
his Will concerning our Duty, and the Terms 
and Conditions of our Eternal Happineſs in an- 
otner World, are fully and plainly declar'd to 
us. And for the Truth of this, we need not de- 
pend upon Humane Authority, for if we conſult 
thoſe ſacred Volumes (which all Chriſtians muſt 
allow to be the Word of GOD) we ſhall find 
they give this Teſtimony of themſelves, That 
they are Able to make us Wiſe unto Salvation, thro 


Faith which is in FESUS CHRIST, (2 Tim. 3.1 2 
1 An 
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And again, That all Scripture is given by Inſpiration 
GOD, and is Profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
r Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ;, that 


the Man of GOD may be Perfect, througily furniſ d 


to ail god Works. (Ver. 16,1 7.) And to ev ince 
this, let us but Conſider our Blefled Saviour's 
Sermon on the Mount, wherein he recommends 
to vs Humility, Meekneſs and Mercy, Peacea- 
pleneſs and Patience, and doing Good for Evil, 
which are ſo many Beams of GOD's Image, the 
Reflections of his Goodneſs upon Intelligent 
Creatures. And that Comprehenſive Precept 
of the Apoſtle deſcribes the Duties of all Chri- 
ſtians:“ Mhat ſoever Things are True, (Phil. 4.5.) 
© Truth (as an Ingenious Writer comments 
upon it) the Principal Character of our Pro- 
tellion, is to be Expreſsd in our Words 
and Actions: Whatſoever Things are Honeſt, or 
Venerable, (i. e.) Anſwer the Dignity of our 
Calling, and agree with the Gravity and 
Comelineſs of the Chriſtian Profeſſion : hat- 
ever Things are Pure, We muſt Preſerve the 
Heart, the Hand, the Tongue, the Eye from 
all Impurity : Whatſoever Things are Lovely, 
and of good Report, ſome Graces are Amlable 
and Attractive in the View of Men, as Eaſi- 
nels to pardon, a Readineſs to oblige, Com- 
paſſion to the Afflicted, Liberality to the Ne- 
celſitous, Sweetneſs of Converſation, without 
Gall and Bitterneſs; theſe are of Univerſal 
* Eſteem with Mankind, and ſoften the moſt ſa- 
vage Tempers : If there be any Virtue, and if 
there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things. 80 
that in a Word, the ſacred Scriptures contain 
the Whole Duty of Man, in Relation both to 
GOD, our Neighbour, or our felves; and 
conſequently are ſvfſicient to make a Nan 
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_ Conclu- 
hon. 


Perfect, and rhrovghly furniſhed to every out 


Work. © 


SINCE therefore, the Scriptures are the Wr 


of GOD, from whence can we learn his Will, 
ſo well as from his own Mouth? Since they are 
the great Inſtrument of our Salvation, ſhould 


not every Man be acquainted with that, which 
alone can perfectly Inſtruct him what he mu 


Believe, and what he muſt do to be Say} 
When GOD Almighty hath ſent this Great 


Light of his Word into the World, ſhall we be 
fo notoriouſly ungrateful as to hide it under 4 


| Buſhel, and by not ſetting it up to the greateſt 
Advantage, deprive our ſelves of the moſt Ex. 
cellent and Neceſſary Means of Divine Knop. 


ledge? No, let us Frequently and Conſiderately 


ſearch the Holy Scriptures, and endeavour to 


peruſe them with the ſame Spirit and Temper 


by which they were dictated. Let us treat 
them as the Oracles of GOD, with all Reverence 
and Submiſſion of Mind to the Doctrine therein 
Reveal'd: And to interpret them with that 


Candor and Simplicity which is due to the ſincere 


Declarations of GOD, intended for the Inſtru- 


ction, aud not for the Deception and Deluſion 
of Men, Let us in a Word, take all our Do- 


ctrines and Opinions from thoſe clear Fountains 


of Truth, and then we ſhall to our Everlaſting 


Satisfaction find, that they contain all Things ne- 
_ cellary to be Believ'd and Practis'd, in order to 


eur Eternal Salvation. 
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The PRAYER. 


The Praver. 


FN BLESSED LORD, and meſt Merciful Fa. 
E ther! whe out of thine Inexhaujtible Fountain of 
; Miercy and Compaſſion, haſt Contributed to our Pro- 
bk” preſs and Encouragement in Chriſtian Virtues, b 

t he Admirable Example of thy Bleſſed Evangeliſt St. 
Mink. Grant, I moſt humbly beſeech Thee, that I 
F may in Conformity to his Pattern, make it the Study 
| of my whole Life to tread in the Steps of my Dear 
© Redeemer, and even hate my own Life unto Death, 
that ] may preſerve it unto Life Eternal, O let me © 
daily Advance in Spiritual Perfection, and attain to 

a worderful high Pitch of Mercy and Favour with 
ee my GOD : And whatever I want of outward 
E Comforts, let it be ſupplied by the Plentiful Commu— 
© nications of Divine Graees, the inward Refreſhments, 
ed w{peakable Conſolations of the Bleſſed Spirit. 
And ſince, O Merciful LORD ! thou haſy given me 
h Goſpel, to be a Light unto my Feet, az a Lan- 
E thorn to my Paths, O do thou enable me heartily to 
 Zelicve, and throughly to Confider it; let me not 


deviate from thoſe glad Tidings of Salvation, or fru— 


| Pare airy of thy Gracious Deſtens of Love; ont 
grant, that I may by Patience aud Comfort of t. 


Holy Word, embrace and ever hold faſt the Bl:fſed 
Hope of Everlaſting Lift, which thou naſe given me. 


ö 7 my Saviour TESUS EC HIRIST ; w1i9 lveth and 
beipneth with thee, and the HO GHOST, ever 


oe GOD, World without End, Amen. 
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The Col LECT. 


The Seite 


A Almighty GOD ! who haſt Inſtructed thy Holy 
Church with the Heavenly Doctrine of thy E. 
vangeliſt St. MARK; Give me Grace, that being not 
ke a Child carried away with every Blaſt of vain 
Doctrine, I may be eftabliſh'd in the Truth of thy 
through JESUS CHRIST our LORD. 


Holy Goſpel, 
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GT: Pie the Apoſtle, was a Native of Beth- 5. PHI. 
) /aida, a Town bordering upon the Sea of LIP's 
Tibcrias, The Sacred Story affords us no Ac- Birth- | 
count of his Parents or Relations: He was in all es 
probability a Fiſher-man, and certainly the only 
Diſciple that was the conſtant Companion and 
E follower of our Saviour, from the firſt time of 
bis Call. His Education (as Metaphraſtes af- 
firms) was very Excellent, and he was Admira- 
E hly Verſed in the Writings of Moſes and the 
Prophets. He made Religion and the Care of his 
Soul his great Work; and was no leſs remarka- 
ble for his Extraordinary Love and Charity to- 
\ wards all Mankind. It was he that brought Va- 
| cam, a Perſon of great Note and Eminence, 
o the Knowledge of the Meſſiah, the long-ex- 
| pected Happineſs of the Jews: And it was he to 
| whom the Gentile Proſelytes made theirApplica- 
ton, when they had a great Curioſity to fee the 
Saviour of the World. What part of the Earth , 
fell to his Lot, in the Diviſion made by the Apo- pn, 
ſtles, we have no very Certain and Authentick ge Go- 
Account; but it is the probable Conjecture of ſpel ix 
ſome, that Upper Aa was his Province; upper 5 
| Viere having for many Years applied ar | 
"© wit 
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TYISOM. 


with Indefatigable Diligence and Induſtry, t 
recover Men out of the Snare of the Devil, to 
the Embracing and Acknowledgment of the 


0 3 : Truth, he at laſt came to Hierapolis, a Rich and 
om io 3 ; _ 
Aire Populous City in Phrygia, where obſerving the 


lis, Inhabitants of that Place to pay their Adorati- 
ons to a Serpent, or Dragon, of Prodigious Bulk, 

our Apoſtle was very much Troubled and Exaſ 
perated , and continually ſollicited the great 

GOD of Heaven and Earth, that he would cauſe 

% Süc. NEG Deſtruction of the Creature. The Succeß 
TO was, that the Serpent diſappear'd, and after 
that, by the Conſtancy ot his Preaching, and the 
Efficacy of his Miracles, he gain'd numerous 
Converts. This ſo enrag'd the Magiſtrates, 

that nothing leſs than his Death would ſerve 


their Turn; as a Prologue to which, they cansd 


. him to be Inhumanely Scourg'd, and then to be 
©: Crucified; or, as ſome ſay, to be hang'd bythe 
Neck againſt a Pillar. We are farther told, 
that at his Execution, there was a ſudden Earth- 
quake, which when the People Apprehended, 
and Bewailed, as an Evident Act of Divine 
Vengeance, purſuing them for their Sins, it im- 
mediately ceas'd. The Apoſtle being dead, his 
Body was taken down by St. Bartholomew, and 
Ar Bu- his Siſter Mariamme; and then decently Bu- 
rial, Tried. Thus much in Relation to St. Fun. 
S FAMES ST. Javxs the leſs, was moſt probably, the 
421. Son of Joſeph, (afterwards Husband to the Bleſſed 
14 Rela- Virgin) by a former Wife, hence reputed the 
one. Brother of our LORD, in the ſame Sence that 
our LORD was reputed the Son of Joſeph, AS 
to the Place of his Birth, and his Profeſſion, we 


find no Intimations in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, 


nor have we any diſtin& Account concerning 
him, during our Saviour's Life. After 5 
7 % 
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Reſurrection, our Bleſſed LORD appear'd to 0 Sa- 
him in particular: For, (as St. (4) Hierom out viour's | 
of the Hebrew Goſpel of the Nazarens tells us) __ 
St. Jaws (after he had drank of the Cup, at the 7/34, 
[Inſtitution of the laſt Supper) ſolemnly {wore Him. 
that he would not eat Bread again, till he ſaw 

the LORD riſen from the Dead. Our LORD 
therefore being returned from the Grave, ap- 

pear'd to him, ſaying, © Bring hither Bread and 

« a Table: and he took the Bread, and Bleſſed, 

and Brake it, and Gave it to Jaws the Juſt, 

« and ſaid unto him, My Brother, Eat thy 


| * Bread, for the Son of Man is Riſen from a- 
© © mong them that Sleep. After the Aſcenſion 


of our Saviour, St. James was choſen Biſhop of Ze i made 


Jeruſalem, being preferr'd before all the reſt, Biſbop of 


for his near Relation to CHRIST; and Jeruſalem N 
being the Mother of all other Churches, it ren- 
dred JES fo Honourable in the Opinion of 

many of the Ancients, that they gave him the 

Title of the Head and Biſhop of the Apoſtles. 

He was extraordinary Diligent and Careful in 

the Adminiſtration of his Epiſcopal Office , 
bringing over many to a Compliance with the 


Chriſtian Faith: But the greater Succeſs he had 


therein, the more it Awaken the Spight and 
Malice of his Enemies to Conſpire his Ruin, el-,;;, Ene: 
pectally becauſe they could not have their Will mies con- 
ot Paul, by Reaſon of his Appeal to Cæſar, and ſpire a. 
not being able to effect their Deſign under Feſtus G ainſt Fir 
ais Government, they reſolv'd to diſpatch him 
before the Arrival of Albinzs the new Gover- 
gor. To this End, Ananus (a bold and daring 
dadycee) call'd a Council of the Chief Men of 
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340 Upon S. Philips and James's Day 
the Jews, who were Enemies to Chriſtianity. 
Ius, and ſeveral Others, were brought before 
this Council, and Arraign'd, and Condemnd as 
Violators of the Law. But becauſe they thought 

it not fit to proceed with open Violence againſt 
our Apoſtle, for Fear of tne People, (among 
whom were many Converts ) the Scribes and 
Phariſees Aſſaulted him another Way, and by 
5 {ubti} Inſinuations thought to entrap him. 
The Nie- “ Telling him, that the People were miſerably 
490 20 “ deceived, aud led away with the Erroneous 
J©9J* Opinion, that JESUS was the true Meſſiah, 
and therefore, they earneſtly deſired him, 

* that he would recover them from that Error 
& by his Word, which they were all ready to 
believe, becauſe they had a more than ordi- 
© nary Regard for his Virtue and Fidelity. At 
this time, there was an Univerſal Confluence to 
the Paſchal Solemnity ; wherefore, they had him 
Advantageoully plac'd upon a Pinnacle of the 
Temple, that the Multitude might hear and ſee 
him, and then made their Addreſs after this 
Manner. © Tel! 9, O Juſtus, whom we have all 
* the Reaſon in the World to Believe, that ſeeing the 
** the People are thus generally led away with the Do- 
% Grine of FESUS that was Crucificd Tell us, 
© What is this Inſtitution of the Crucified FESUS? 
* To which the Apoſtle made Anſwer with an au- 
{uns dible Voice; © Why do ye enquire of FESUS 
Profeſ- the Son of Man He ſits in Heaven, on the Right | 
e © Hand of the Majeſty on High, and will come a- 
H © gain in the Clouds ef Heaven, Hereupon, the 
People below, were confirm'd in the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, and openly proclaim'd Hoſarna to 
the Son of David. This Exaſperated the Scribes 
and Phariſees, who reſolv'd to diſpatch him im- 
mediately, that his fad Fate might terrify others 
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trom believing his Doctrine; ſo ſuddenly cry- 

ing out, That Juſtus himſelf was feduCd, and be- 

come an Impoſtor, They threw him down from 77; Mar- 
the Place where he ſtood. But miraculoufly tyrdom. 
eſcaping Death, and recovering Strength e- 

nough to get upon his Knees, he Implor'd the 

Divine Mercy to forgive thoſe his Enemies and 
Perſecutors ; becanſe they knew not what they did. 

But they,reſolv'd to proſecute what they had be- 

gun, fell freſh upon the poor Remainders of his 

Life, and while he was Praying for them, they 
Barbarouſly Ston'd him, till at laſt One put an 

End to his Miſery, by knocking out his Brains 

with a Fuller's Club. . 

THUS died this good Man St. Jaws in the g. 1p; 
XCVI. Year of his Age. He was probably ſur- the Les, 
nam'd The Leſs, from the Stature of his Body, wks ſo 
and to diſtinguiſh him from James the Son of /d. 
Zebedee, who was of greater Height and Bulk, 
and was therefore call'd Major; but our Apoſtle 
Acquir'd a more Tranſcendent Appellation, by 
h's Admirable Holineſs, Incomparable Faith, 
and Stupendious Self-denial : For, he was call'd 
The Jusr, in the moſt Emphatical Sence of that 
Expreſſion. He was a Man (if I may take Leave 
to llluſtrate his Character in the Language of an 
Elegant Writer) of Exemplary and Extraordi- ,,. . 
nary Piety and Devotion; Prayer was his con- ,,,,,, 
ſtant Buſineſs and Delight; he ſeem'd to live piety. 

upon it, and to trade in nothing but the frequent 
Returns of Converſe with Heaven: And was 
:terefore wont to retire alone into the Temple 
0 Pray, which he always per form'd Kneeling, 
and with the greateſt Reverence, till by his dai- 
iy Devotions; his Knees were become as hard 
and brawny as a Camel's. And he, who has told 
415, that Efectual fervent Prayer of a Righteous 
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Man availeth much, himſelf found it true by his 

own Experience; Heaven lending a more im- 
mediate Ear to his Petitions ; ſo that when in a 

time of great Drought he Pray'd for Rain, the 
Heavens preſently melted into Fruitful Showers, 
Charity, Nor was his Charity towards Men leſs than his 
____ Piety towards GOD; he did Good to all, 
watch'd over Mens Souls, and ſtudied to advance 
Mcetneſ their Eternal Intereſts. He was of a moſt Meek, 
: Humble Temper ; Honouring what was Excel- 
lent in Others, Concealing what was valuable in 
Himſelf: The Eminency of his Relation, and 

the Dignity of his Place did not Exalt him in 

lofty Thoughts above the Meaſures of his Bre- 

| thren, induſtriouſly hiding whatever might ſet 
Tempe. him up above the reſt, His Temperance was 
rance, Admirable, he wholly Abſtain'd from Fleſh, and 
Dtrank neither Wine, nor ſtrong Drink. His 
Holy and Mortified Mind was content with the 
meeaneſt Accommodations; and in a Word, he 

And Hea- was a Man of that Divine Temper, that he was 


_ the Love and Wonder of his Age; and for the 
ne Keputation of his Holy and Religious Life, he een 
was deſervedly ſtiPd Jas the Jusr. There is WM For 
generally received for Authentick only one Ex WM nt 
Au Wri- ſtle of his Writing, ſuppos'd to have been writ- {WM 016! 
ns. ten a little before his Martyrdom, as having 1 me 
ſome Paſlages relating to the Down-fall of the JM An 
Tewiſh Nation. EC Tos | —— 5 
ceſs 
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Epiſtle. CoNxsfDERATIONS Goſpel, 


John 14. 


james 1. ( FOR 
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A MONGST the various Acts of Chriſtian 
Charity, there is not any one more ac- 


TIX © 


ceptable to GOD, nor more Advantageous to 


Man, than to Iaſtruct the Jgnorant. Nay, jt is an 
Act of the higheſt and nobleſt Charity; for he 
that teaches another, gives an Alms to his Soul; 
he cloaths the Nakedneſs of his Underſtanding, 
and relieves the Wants of his Impoveriſh'd Rea- 
fon. It is a Benefaction, that gives a Man a 
kind of Prerogative, and makes him ſhine like 
the Baptiſt, with a Clear and a Triumphant 
Light. And as it is a Work, thus Noble and 


It is the 
Duty of 4 


IHuſtrious; an Exerciſe, thus Stately and Magni- Chriſtian 


cent! ſo it is alſo, the Duty of every Chriſtian : 


For where GO D Almighty gives a Talent of 
Knowledge, he requires that it ſhould flow 
plentifally, and ſtamp the Endowments of a 
meaner Underſtanding with the ſame Luſtre and 
Authority. This our Apoſtle St. Puilip was ve- 
ry ſenſible of, which made him become Suc- 


to Inſtruct 
the Iguo 
rant. 


ceſsful, Bright, and Victorious in the Perfor- 
mance of this great Work. No ſooner had Re- 


ligion taken Poſſeſſion of his Mind, but like an 
Active Principle it began to ferment, and diſſuſe 
it ſelf, Away he goes, and finds Nathanict; 


and Acquainted him with the glad Tidings of 


the long: expected Aeſſiah; and conducts him to 
um: He Admoniſt'd him of his Duty, and di- 
ü rected 
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rected him to the beſt Means and Helps of Know. 
be Ex- ledge. And certainly, it muſt be Allowed a ve- 
cellency ry Glorious Thing, to have been the Repairer 
thered)" of a decayed Intellect, and a Sub-worker to 
Grace; in freeing it from ſome of the Inconye- 
niences of Original Sin. It is a Sublime and 
Exalted Act of Charity, to inſtil good Councel 
into Men, and to raiſe their Minds to the Conſi- 
deration of Divine Things. And this is a Duty 
which every Man owes to another, as he- hath 
Opportunity ; but particularly thoſe who are 
under our Care and Tvition: Thoſe over whom 
we have a Special Authority, and a more Im- 
mediate Influence. When therefore, we know 
any Perſons to be groſly ignorant of GOD, and 
Religion, we ought (in Imitation of this Bleſſed 
Saint) to uſe our utmoſt Endeavour to Inſtrud 
and Reform them: And if they are in our Power 
(as our Children and our Servants are) we are 
Indiſpenſably bound to Inſtruct them in the Do- 
| Arrines of the Chriſtian Faith, and to enlighten 
their Minds with all thoſe Principles of Religion, 
which are neceſſary to conduct them to everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs. | Te 
BUT withal, it 1s to be conſider'd, that we 
are not to rely upon our own Strength in this 
Matter, but muſt add our hearty and conſtant 
Prayers to Almighty G O D, that he would be 
pleas'd to. Accompany our Endeavours to that 
end, with his Powerful Aſſiſtance and Bleſling ; 
without which, all that we can do, will prove 
„ Igneftectual. Accordingly, St. Pzitiy, when he 
1 cer found that he could not, by continued Inſtructi- 
he Effica- Ons, reclaim the Inhabitants of Hierapolis, from 
cy thereof. Their Idolatrous Devotions; he made his Ad- 
dreſſes to Heaven, till at laſt he procur'd the 
Death of their Beloved Deity, and by this 
e e "melts, 
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means, many became Converts to Chriſtianity. 
| Great Importunity in Prayer ſeldom fails of a 
| Gracious Anſwer. Monica (the Mother of St. 
| Auſtin) by the Conſtancy and Fervency of her 


Nevotions, obtain'd of GOD, the Converſion 


| of her (4) Son, who prov'd afterwards a great 
and glorious Inſtrument of Good to the Church. 
Thus we ſee that our Prayers are one of the 


oreateſt and beſt Expreſſions of our Charity, 


and therefore ought to be as large and extenſive 
as our Charity is. Thoſe who are in the loweſt 


Condition, may do Good to Others by their 


| Prayers, which they are capable of performing 


at all Times, and upon all Occaſions. An In- 
ſtance hereof, we have in St. Jaws the Leſs, who 


| by his frequent Addreſles unto Heaven, procur'd 
GOD Almighty's Favour, in cauſing it to Rain 


upon the Earth, in a time of great Drought and 


Scarcity. And indeed, he made Choice of the 


propereſt Inſtrument, to bring down GOD's 
Bleſſings upon the World. So that, in ſhort, 
Prayer is that, by which a Man engages all the 


Auxiliaries of Omnipotence it ſelf on his Behalf. 


And no doubt, but (as St. Jaws tells us) the 


Fervent Prayer of a Riohteous Man availeth much. 


(Jam. 5. 17.) The laterceſſion of thoſe who are 


in Favour with GOD (as all good Men are) is 
| many times effectual to procure that Good for 
others, which their own Endeavours could ne- 


ver have effected and brought about. 


THUS we may plainly ſee, that to Pray for Prayer 
Others, is a great and a noble AR of Charity ; Ene, 


but above all, to Pray for our Enemies, is cer- 
F tainly 


2 ro. 
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(a) Fieri non poteſt ut Filius tot Lachrymarum pe- 
ad.“ Ambroſ. 3 | 
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600 to 

be fear'd 
more than 
Man. 


tainly the greateſt, the brighteſt, and moſt ft 
pendious Inſtance of this Virtue ! It is the. high. 
eſt Perfection that Humane Nature can reach un. 


to, and may, in a literal Sence, be ſaid to reach 


up to Heaven; it being an Imitation of the Dj. 


vine Goodneſs, which ſhines upon the Heads, 


and rains upon the Fields, of the Sinful and Un. 
juſt ; and heaps Bleſſings upon thoſe, why 
are buly only to heap up Wrath to themſelves 


Prayer for a Man's Self and Friends, is indeed: 
Choice Duty; but to Pray for our Enemies, i; 


an Heroick Action; and ſuch an one, as entitle; 
a Man to the Bleſſings of both Worlds. 
doubtleſs an Excellent Diſpoſition improv'd by 
a mighty Grace, that could make St. Jams the 


It was 


Leſs utter a paſſionate Prayer for the Forgivencſ; 
of his Enemies, whilſt they were barbarouſly 


ſtoning him to Death. He found himſelf inca- 
pable of doing Good enough for his Murderers; 
and therefore, he calls in the Aſſiſtance of Hea- 


ven, and engages Omnipotence to compleat the 


kindneſs. As he was juſt committing his own 
Soul into the Hands of a Faithful Creator; he re- 
pair'd to the ſame Infinite Being for the Pardon 
and Preſervation of thoſe that ſlew him. See, 


what it is to die for the Sake of Chriſt, and to 


be reſolute in a good Cauſe ! It gives a Mana 
Splendid and a Glorious Reputation, and em- 


balms his Memory to Eternal Ages. Such a 


Perſon givesa clear Demonſtration that he value; 


the Loving-kindneſs of GOD, more than Life, and 
fears no Evil, but only Sin and Damnation. The 
Scribes and Phariſees, imagin'd that they had 


found out an Admirable Expedient to make St. 
| Jaws renounce the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity : 


They plac'd him upon a Pinnacle of the Tem- 


ple, thinking that the Immedigte Proſpect of 


: For 
Death 
But he 
f Crucih 
ſolutio 
ſults 
| tisfied 

Refled 
the gre 
For he 
l the 
fetter 


| ſtands 
| morta 
LE will / 
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Death would baffle his Courage and Conſtancy. 

8 But he, on the contrary, boldly proclaim'd his 

Crucified Saviour, and Arm'd himſelf with Re- 

ſolution and Patience, againſt the fierceſt Aſ- 

gaults of his moſt inveterate Enemies. He ſa- 
| tified himſelf with the Joyful and Victorious 
Reflections of a Life well ſpent, and valued not 
the greateſt Tor ments that Malice could ſuggeſt. 

for he was ſenſible that his Enemies could only 

ill the Body; that is, they could knock off his 
fetters, and open the Priſon-Doors, and ſet him 
lat Liberty: They could kill him in the Cauſe of 
GOD, and in the Diſcharge of his Duty ; that 
E is, they could add to his Happineſs, and 

| Brighten his Crown, and Increaſe his Weight of 
COOPry.. uy 


AND now certainly, every Man that Under- 


| ſtands himſelf, and the Juſt Value of his Im- 
| mortal Soul (a Being of Ineſtimable Worth) 
| will hold faſt-the Profeſſion of his Faith without 
vavering, (Heb. 10. 23.) againſt all the Cunning 
Arts and Inſinuations of buſy and deceitful Men, 
| whoſe Deſign it is to unhinge Men from their 
| Religion, and to gain Proſelytes to their Party 
and Faction. To ſuffer for the Cauſe of GOD, 
and his Truth, with Courage and Patience, is 
| one of the Nobleſt of all the Chriſtian Virtues ; 
and conſequently, ſhall be Rewarded with a pro- 
| portionable Degree of Glory. Let us not then be Conclu- 
Ciſhearten'd and caſt down at the Apprehenſion ſion. 


of Suffering for the Truth; but let us fortify 
our ſelves with the Conſideration of St. James's 


| Martyrdom, that if ever the Almighty ſhould 


honcur us ſo far as to call us to ſuffer for Righ- 


| teouſneſs Sake, we may be ſo true to GOD, to = 
| Religion, and to our own Souls, as to endure 


al with Reſignation and Patience; entirely com- 


mitting 
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mitting our Perſons and Concerns, to the Al]. 
wiſe and Unerring Providence of that Infinite 


Being; who in all the Troubles and Diſturban. | 


ces, all the Croſs, Difficult, and Perplexing 
Paſſages that can befal us, will be ſure to Guide 
all to this happy Iſſue : That every thing ſhall work 


together for Good, to thoſe that Love GOD 


Eo CO —— 4 


£2 The PRAYER. 


BLESSED LORD, and moſt Merciful Fa. | 

ther ! nho art infinitely pleas'd in Demonſtra. 
tions of thy Mercy, and haſt given the cleareſt Reve- | 
. lations of thy Divine Will and Pleaſure, in order to | 
our everlaſting Salvation, Grant, O LORD! that | 
I may make a right Uſe of all thy Gracious Diſpen- | 
ſations towards me, and that I may improve every | 
Opportunity of Grace to thy Glory, and the Benefit and 
Advantage of Others. Inſtruct me, O LORD! in | 
all the Particulars of my Duty, and give me ſuch a | 
Meaſure of thy Heavenly Grace and Wiſdom, as | 
may render me Uſeful and Inſtrumental for the Pub- 
lick Good. O Preſerve in me a great Compaſſion, | 
and ſincere Charity towards thoſe that are in Error, 
and Ignorance of thy Truth; that as far as lies in my 
Power, I may bring them to the Knowledge of it, and 
conduct them in the right Way which leads to thy Hea- | 
venly Kingdom. Forgive, O thou great Lover of | 
Souls! all that have done me any Injury, and Aſſiſt | 
for the future, | 


them with thy Grace, that they ma 


make better Uſe of thoſe Talents and Opportunities | 
herewith thou haſt entruſted them. Finally, 0 
LORD! I beg of Thee, that I may hold faſt the 
2 e "FE 


_ 


" The Corrtcr. 


— 


. Profeſſion of my Faith without wavering, againſt 
[- all the Temptations and Terrors of the World; that 


te when 1 come to die, I may be made Partaker of the 


l- WF inheritance of the Saints in Light; and Eternally 
2 ſing Hymns of Praiſe to Father, Son, and HOLY 
GHOST, who liveth and reigneth, One G O D, 
d without End. Amen. 15 


The Correct. 


—— — —— 


- everlaſting Life: Grant me perfectly to know 
thy Son JESUS CHRIST, to be the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life ; that followins the Steps of thy 


| ſedfaſtly walk in the Way that leadeth to Eternal Life, 


C 


LORD. Amen. 


() ALMIGHTY GOD ! whom truly to know is 


Holy Apoſtles, St. PHILIP and St. JAMES, I may 


through the fame, thy Son, JESUS CHRIST our 


. 


of the A- yain, 
poſtles. A 


For, the Chriſtians univerſally unnd 
: e 


his Co 

of * 
Mornino. „ Mor nine. hed a: 

8 | UP ON (I. Leſſ. XABAS 
56,7558. 5 Wh introd 

f 8. Barnabas 8 Day.) Evening, | ww 
Evening. J Ker. 11. ſigna 
59560, 1. , in his 

| FO to V. 3, eme. 
SO 

EY 5 | | renian 
1415 15 Banxavas was Born in Cyprus, a noted Preac 
5% Cong, O and in the Mediterranean Sea. He was de- to the 
try and ſcended of the Tribe of Levi, and his Parents glad 
Parents, being Rich and Pious, ſent him to Jeruſalem, and M preſet 
committed him to the Care and Tuition of F- n tha 

ban Gamaliel, a great Doctor of the Law; at | Wie! 

whoſe Feet he was brought up, together with | the n 
is sir. St. Paul. His proper Name was Joſes, given him had o 
»ameJoles, at his Circumciſion, to which after his embra- s tl 
cing Chriſtianity, the Apoſtles added that MM" th 
Barxaas, either implying him a Son of Propheſy, that e 

Eminent for his Prophetick Gifts and Endow- | bring 

ments; or denoting him a Son of Conſolation, for | they 

his Admirable Art in Comtorting troubled Con- | Golp 

ſciences, or his extraordinary Charity in refreſf tu, 

His gene- ing, the Bowels of the Saints. He had a conli- WF ; Al 
#045 Cha-derable Eſtate in Land, and finding that the Ne. tal 
rity. ceſſities of the Church required it, he gene- Pi 
roully ſold it, and laid the Money at the Apoſtles | Chril 

Feet, to be diſpos'd of by them, according to lere 

the Exigencies of the oo. | ſder. 

— NOT long after St. Paul's Converſion, our + 
luces St. Apoſtle meets with him at Jeruſalem, and in- | me K 
Paul into troduces him into the Society and Fellowſhip of | ** 
zthe Society the Apoſtles. which otherwiſe he had ſought in . 
%%% 


7 
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his Company, having had ſufficient Experience 
of his Rage and Cruelty, and being ſtill diſſatis- 
ſed as to the Reality of his Change. But BAR- 
dab As Put a greater Confidence in his Sincerity, 
| introduc'd him to the Apoſtles, and declar'd to 
4 W them the manner of his Converſion, and what 
. ſgnal Evidences he had given of it at Damaſcus, 
in his bold and reſolute Diſputations with the 
: ems. 3 „ 
; SOME time after this, ſeveral Cyprian and Cy- 
;crian Converts went to Antioch, where by their 
WW preaching the Goſpel, many were brought over 
© WE to the Chriſtian Faith. This happy News was 
gladly receiv'd by the Apoſtles at Jeruſalem, who paul aud 
reſently ſent down Barxasas, to confirm them BARNA- 
n that Excellent Religion they had entertain'd. BAS con- 
When he came, he beheld with Joy unutterable h = 
the marvellous Operations that GOD's Grace ,; rey 
had on the Inhabitants of that Place; but find- och. 
ing that he had great Occaſion for a Co-adjutor 
in the Work, by Reaſon of the Popularity of 
that great City, he went to Paul at Tarſus, and 
brings him back with him to Antioch; where 
they both ſpent a whole Vear in Preaching the 
Goſpel, by which means there were added Mul- 
titudes of new Converts to the Faith 5 
ABOUT this time, it happen'd that a ſevere 
Famine preſſed upon the Provinces of the Roman 
Empire, and eſpecially Judæa, whereby the 
Chriſtians were reduc'd to great Extremities. 74, ,z- 
Hereupon the Church of Autioch made very con- employ'd to 
iderable Contributions, and intruſted the Mony relieve the 
with BaRNA DAS and Paul, that they might ſee to Chriſti- 
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_ e Diſpoſure of it as Neceſſity did require. Ha- Fades, 4 
der Ning faichfully diſcharged their Truſt, they re- 1 
P urad to Antioch, and brought along with them MW 
* % ürnamed ark *V'„ | 4 
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WHILE they were at Antioch, ſome of the 
Prophets, by Inſpiration, commanded that Baz. 
NABAS and Paul fhould be ſet apart to that pecy. 
liar Miniſtry, to which GOD had deſign'd them 
And ſo having Faſted and Prayed, Hands were 
folemnly laid upon them, to denote their parti. 
cular Deſignation to that Service; after which 
they enter'd upon the Work which the HOLY 
GHOST had called them to, which was to 
Preach the Goſpel to the Gentile World. And 
taking Mark along with them as their Companion 
and Attendant, they firſt betook themſelves to 
Their Tra- Seleucia; from thence they went to Salamis, 1 
els tho Chief City of pris. From Salamis they went to 
be Paphos, and from thence to Perga in Pamphilia; 
Countries 057 1 pou, 
at which Place, Mark being weary of ſuch an 
Itinerant Courſe of Life, to the great Grief of 
his Kinſman BaRNA DAs, refus'd any longer to 
contribute his Service to the Miniſtry of the Go- 
pel, and ſo went Home to Jeruſalem. The two 
Apoſtles weat on in their Journey, and came to 
Antioch in Pyſidia, where they Preach'd to the 
Jews in their Synagogue. Thence they paſs'd to | 
Iconium, where the Jews conſpir'd to Stone them, | 
and ſo they were forced to make their Eſcape by | 
flying into Lyſtra and Derbe. From Derbe they | 
return'd back to Lyſtra, Iconium, and Antioch, | 
and ſo through Py/idia to Pamphilia;, thence from 
Perga to Attalia ;, and ſo return'd again to A- | 
tioch in Syria, the Place from whence they firſt ! 
ſet out; in which Travels they had converted 
many to the Faith, and made way for the Pro- | 
pagation of Chriſtianity in the Gentile World. 
S. Paul ſome time after, being deſirous to re- 
viſit the Churches which they all along had | 
Planted where they went, BaxNazas conſented | 

to the Propoſal. But he was reſolv'd to take | 


h1s 


Upon St. Barnabas's Dax. 


| take his Couſin John Mark along with him, ho- 
| piog he would have for the future,a firmer Con- 
| ſtancy, and a more perſevering Courage. Paul, 
| would by no means allow of it, taking his De- 


ble Difference, and ſo they both parted-: BaR- an be- 
Naas took Mark, and ſail'd to Cyprus; and Paul tweenBar- 
| took Silas, and went into Syria and Cilicia, con- nabas and 
| firming the Churches. Fn 
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parture from them at Pamphylia, as an Evidence 


of his Inſincerity, and Unfitneſs for that Service 
| for the Future. Neither of them would break 
| their Reſolution, which caus'd an irreconcilea- 5% n; 


iſen- 


Paul. 


THIS is all that we know concerning the A- 
poſtle St. BikNasas , what became of him after- 


| wards we have no certain Account. He is faid S. BAR= 
to have ſuffer d Martyrdom, being Stoned by the NABAS 


Jews at Salamis, and to have been Buried by his!“ _ | 
Kinſman Mark, within a Quarter of a Mile of * 
that City. Certain it is, that the Chriſtian 
Church had a mighty Loſs in ſo Uſeful and Ex- 
cellent a Perſon. For, his Soul (ſays an Elegant Au Excel- 
Hiſtorian) was richly furniſh'd with all Divine {ns Tem- 
Graces and Virtues; a profound Humility, dif- Hog 5 
fuſive Charity, firm Faith, an immoveable Cog. 
ſtancy, and an unconquerable Patience; a migh- 

ty Zeal, and an unwearied Diligence in the Pro- 
pagating of Chriſtianity, and for the Good of 


Souls. So entirely did he devote himſelf to an 


Ambulatory Courſe, ſo continually was he em- 
ploy'd in running up and down from Place to 

Place, that he could find little or no time to 

leave any Writings behind him for the Benefit 

of the Church; at leaſt none that have certainly. 
arrived to us. It is thought that he wrote an 
Epiſtle to the Fewi/h Converts, which was of Eu 
great Repute among the Ancients, and ſome- EPifes 


umes read in the n Churches, but 


never 
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never admitted into the Canon of the Holy 
Scripture. 
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Att. 11. / CONSIDERATIONS I John 15, 
from 0 FOR | —_ 
Vai TTT. ĩ ͤ C oO 
the End. St. BaRNaBass DAV. H Ver. 1j. 


INXJ/ HEN the Great and Wiſe Creator of | 
5 | Heaven and Earth, had made this Glori- 
ous Fabrick of the World, and all the Creatures 
contain'd in it; he ſurvey'd the Works of Creati- 
on, and left this general Impreſs or Character upon 
HeGood- them: That they were exceeding Good. (Gen. 1.) | 
He made Man his immediate Deputy upon 
GOD#2 Earth, and committed to his Charge ſeveral ! 
providing 
for thael- 
fee of relieve the Wants of his Fellow-Creatures, and } 
co ſerve the great Ends of Religion and Virtue. 
Man was not made for himſelf alone, but for the 
Benefit and Support of thoſe who ſtand in need 
of his Aſſiſtance; and GOD Almighty expects 1; 
that we ſhould every one Contribute what we 
are able towards each others Happineſs. He 
deſigns the Welfare of all his Creatures, and 
| hath made all the Proviſions for it, that are ne- 
cellary in order thereunto : And though he ex- 
poſes ſome Perſons to Poverty and Want, for 
moſt Wiſe and Merciful Ends, yet he puts it in- 
to the Power of Others to Aſſiſt and Comfort 
them; and expects they ſhould employ that 
When Divine Provi- 
dence 


Talents and Advantages, to be improv'd to the 
end for which they were deſign'd ; that is, to 


Power to no other End, 
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dence doth Bleſs any Man with a Plentiful For- Rich Men 
tune, it is his indiſpenſible Duty, to employ it oo vor 
in Acts of Charity; and with St. Barnazas, to men. 
ſell part of his Eſtate, to miniſter to the Exigen- 

cies of the Poor. GOD Almighty gives us 
Riches in Truſt, ſo much as we need, is Ours; 

but beyond what will ſupport us, and be a con- 
venient Proviſion for our Families, is not Ours: 
We are indeed the Proprietors of it, in Reſpect 
of Men; but in Refpect of GOD, we are but 


Truſtees and Stewards; and conſequently, if 


p ve laviſh out upon our own Pleaſures and Luxu- 
ties, that Power to Relieve the Miferable, with 
- MF which he hath entruſted us, we are unfaithful 


5 Stewards to his Truſt, and reſponſible to him 
" TM for all their Miſeries. The Wiſeſt Uſe there- 
fore, we can make of our Eſtates, will be, to 
do like thoſe who traffick in Foreign Parts; to 
conſign them into our own Native Country; to 
S nd our Treaſures before us into the other 
World, that we may have the Benefit of them 
when we come there: And this we may do by 
Aims and Charity. So our Bleſſed Saviour aſ- Riches, 
ſures us, that By giving Alms, we provide our ſelves how laid 
Bags, which wax not Old; a Treaſure in the Heavens »f ef wh 
which faileth not. For though our Eſtates will not Srv 
follow us into the other World, our good Works : 
will ; though we cannot carry our Riches along 
with us, yet we may ſend them before us, to 
make way for our Reception into everlaſting 
Habitations. (Luke 12. 23.) Extra Fortunam 
ſt quicquid donatur : Whatſoever we give to the 
Poor is ſafely diſpoſed , and put out of the 
Reach of Fortune, becauſe it is laid up in Hea- 
ven, where we may expect the Return and Re- 
compence of it, Let us not then lay up for our 
ſelves Treaſures upon Earth, but rather endea- 

2+ your. 
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3 56 CoxsiopERATIONs 
„ Si TY 92 
vour to be Rich towards GOD. Let us reſolye W not 
to do Good with what we have whilſt we can; wh 
and to that End, let us lay aſide fome Part of nee 
what GOD hath bleſſed us withal, for the Uſes urg 
of Piety and Charity, and let it bear ſome de. ple 
cent Proportion to what GOD hath given us. ligl 
For this is a moſt eſſential part of Religion, and W qi 
upon the Performance or Neglect of this Duty, gre 
our everlaſting Happineſs doth depend. py 
BUT beſides this Duty of miniſtring to the W ,,.., 
Neceſſities of the Poor, we are indiſpenſibly o- 18 


blig'd by the Rules of Chriſtianity, to uſe our this 
utmoſt Power and Endeavours for the Benefit fort 
of Mankind in every Particular. St. Barnavas, W G7 
not only ſold his Eſtate for Charitable Uſes, but W x6: 
made it his great Buſineſs, and conſtant Employ- hea 
ment to Comfort troubled Conſciences, and to but 
Todo Propagate Chriſtianity in the World. He was W our 
Good, alſo very Eminent and Remarkable for reconci- l 
wherein Jing Differences, and rectify ing Miſtakes be- can 
lt, tween Man and Man. He introduc'd St. Pau her 
into the Society of the Apoſtles, who before WF « |, 
unanimouſly ſhunn'd his Company, thinking him WW. « 
The Excel- not fit for Humane Converſe. And certainly, MW « 
 Tency of this it muſt be acknowledg'd a Noble and a Great MW « 
Duty, thing, to cover the Blemiſhes, and to excuſe the W « |, 
| Failings of a Friend; to draw a Curtain before W « 
his Statas, and to diſplay his Perfections; to ou 
| bury his Weakneſs in Silence, and to proclaim W No 
his Virtues upon the Houſe-Top: For this is no Nat 
leſs than an Imitation of the Charities of Heaven, 
and one of the moſt Illuſtrious Inſtances of } 
lincere Frieudſhip. But, how does this E- 
cellent Example of St. Baxnavas upbraid thole Y ___ 

who live in a direct Contradiction to it; who in- 
ſtead of going about doing Good, are perpetually | Wa 
intent upon doing Miſcbief? Such Men know _ 0 


* 
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not the Raviſhing and Tranſporting Delights 
which attend a good Action; if- they did, they 
need not be Courted to it by Perſwaſion, nor 
urg'd by Importunity. There is no fenſualyg;ve;to 
Pleaſure in the World, comparable to the De-do Good. 
light and Satisfaction that a Good Man takes in 
doing Good. This Cato in Tully boaſts of, as the 
great Comfort and Joy of his Old Age, That 

nothing was more Pleaſant to him, than the Conſci- 

| ence of a well-ſpent Life, and the Remembrance of 
many Benefits and Kindneſſes done to Others. And 
this is that which will give us the greateſt Com- 
fort when we come to Die. All the Honour and 
Grandeur that we have Acquir'd; the great 
Eſtates and Poſſeſſions that we have Induſtriouſly 
heap'd together, will then ſtand us in no ſtead ; 
but the Conſcience of well-doing, will Refreſh 
our Souls, even under the very Pangs of Death. 

LET us then, do all the Good that poſſibly we Conclu- 
can, whilſt we have Opportunity, We are ſion. 
here but Strangers and Pilgrims, © for when 1 
© leave this World, (ſays (a) Tully, in his Ex- 

4 cellent Diſcourſe concerning Old Age) I look 
upon my ſelf as departing out of an Inn, and 
not as quitting mine own Home and Habita- 
tion; Nature having Aſlign'd this World to 
ius as a Place to ſojourn, but not to dwell in. 
Our Immortal Souls, which are by far the moſt | 
Noble and Excellent Part of our ſelves, are the 
Natives of Heaven, Sedes ub: fata quietas oſten- 
dunt, where a quiet Habitation, and a perpetual 
| . — 8 } Keſt, 
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(a) Ex Vita iſa diſcedo, tanquam ex Hoſpitio, non 
tanquam ex Domo; commorandi enim Natura D1- 
verlorium nobis, non habitandi dedit. Tully de Senett. 


The Praves. 


Reſt, is deſign'd and prepar'd for them. Let 

us then (in Imitation of this Bleſſed Saint) ſerve 
G OD dlligently, and faithfully improve the 
Talents, which are committed to us, to our 
great Maſter's Advantage; that when he comes 
do call us to an Account, and finds that we have 
done ſo, we may not fail to receive both his Ap. 
probation and Reward, 


The Praves. 


EFTEE HTY G OD ! by whoſe eſpecial Grace, 
3 thy Servant St.BaRNaBas, adorn d the Goſpel of 
CHRIST, by an admirable Courſe of Holy Living. 


Grant, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, that his Exam. 
ple may have ſuch an extraordinary Influence upon | 
me, that I may put in Prattiſe all thoſe excellent Vir- 
tues which were conſpicuous in him, Diſpoſe me, | 
LORD! to the Love and Exerciſe of Kindneſs and 


Mercy; that I may have a tender fellow-ſeeling «f 
my Brethren's Aftictions ; and apply my ſelf chear- 


Fully to recti their Miſtakes, to relieve their Miſe- | 


ics, to ſupply their Wants, to comfort their Sorrows, 


and to be ready upon all Occaſions to contribute to | 


their Relief; that ſo, by improving all thoſe Talents | 


wherewith thou haft entruſted me to the beſt Advan- 
tage, I may make daily) Advances in Spiritual Perfe- 
ction, and attain to a wonderful high Pitch of Grace 


and Favour with thee my GOD. Thou, G Bleſſed © 


Father | art the Fountain and Original of all Good- 
neſs, and the whole Creation furniſhes us with clear 
Evidences, and Plentiful Demonſtrations of it; 
Grant me, therefore, I beg of thee, thoſe Qualifica- 
tions and Pre-diſpoſitions which are neceſſary in order 


«4 


The Correct. 


thereunto that I may go on with à brave unſhaken 
Perſeverance in Goodneſs, till thou haſt wrought me up 
to a Reſemblance of thy Beauty, and eſtabliſh d me for 
ever in the Glories of thy Bleſſed Preſence, through 
the Merits and Mediation of JESUS CHRIST, 
my Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, Amen. 


The Corrxcr. 


0 LORD GOD Almighty! who didſt endue thy 

Holy Apoſtle BARNABAS, with ſingular Gifts 
of the HOLY GHOST: Leave me not, I beſeech 
Thee, deſtitute of thy manifold Gifts ; nor yet of 
Grace to uſe them alway to thy Honour and Glory, 
thro' JESUS CHRIST our LORD. Amen. | 
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1 UPON Morning. 

| Morning. . | I. Leis. 

NN | 2 Mal. 3. 
"$16,117," 8 n 5 II. Mar. 3. 
. 8. John Vaptiſi 8 Fvenin. 

Evening. TS 1 
NA. D A ET; ; II. Mat. 14 

. | | to v. 13. 

Jou HERE was among the Jews, a certain Emi- 


the BAP- 
tage. 


Ancient, and paſt Hopes of Iſſue. But, it came 

to paſs, as Zacharias was one Day miniſtring in 

the Temple at Jerzſalem, on a ſudden, an An- 
Tre Angel gel from Heaven appear'd to him on the North 


Gabriel 2 or | oY” 
A Side of the Altar of Incenſe, at which he was 


arias exceedingly ſurpriz d. But, the Angel imme- 

| W ſaid unto him, Fear not, Teen rie; for 
thy Prayer is heard; and thy Wife Elizabeth ſhall 
bear Thee a Son, and thou ſhalt call his Name John. 
And thou ſhalt have Joy and Gladneſs, and many 
ſhall Rejoyce at his Birth, For, he ſhall be Great in 
the Sight of the LORD, and ſhall Drink neither 
Mine nor ſtrong Drink 5 and he ſhall be filÞd with 


the HOLY G HOST, even from his Mother's | 


Womb. And many of the Children of Iſrael ſhall be 
turn to the LORD their GOD. And he ſball go 
before him in the Spirit, and the Power of Elias, to 
turn the Hearts of the Fathers to the Children, and 


the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, to male 


ready a People prepared for the LORD, (Luke i, 


nent Prieſt of Judæa, nam'd Zacharias, who, ; 
TIST's with his Wife Elizabeth, of the ſame Tribe of 
Paren- Levi, and the Progeny of Aaron, were Celebra- | 
ted for their Unſpotted Lives ; but had the Diſ- 
grace of Barrenneſs laid upon them, being then 


t3 | 
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13, 14415, 16,17.) Zacharias had ſcarce Faith 
enough to digeſt this Promiſe, becauſe he 
thought it beyond the Courſe of Nature, both 
He and his Wife being ſo very Ancient; and 
therefore, he deſir'd the Angel to fatisfy hitn as 
to the Truth of it. Whereupon, the Angel 
told him, that he ſhould be miraculouſly ſtruck 
Dumb, and ſhould not be able to ſpeak, till 
what he had reveal'd ſhould come to paſs; the 
ſame Miracle at once confirming his Faith, and 
Puniſhing his Infidelity. Accordingly, he be- 
came Speechleſs, and Elizaberh conceived with 
Child, and as if he would do part of his Errand 
before he was Born, he leap'd in her Womb, at 
her Salutation of the Yirgin Mary, then newly 
conceiv'd with Child of our Bleſſed Saviour, 

THESE Preſages were not Vain and Fallible, JOHN 
for when El:zabeth's Time was expir'd, ſhe was!“ BAP- 
deliver'd of a Son, which became very Eminent 3 N 
and Remarkable for the Admirable Strictneſss 
and Auſterity of his Life. He was Circumcis'd 
the Eight Day, and they gave him the Name of 
Joux, according to the Prediction of the Angel; 
at which Time Zacharias had his Speech reſtor'd 
to him, and being Inſpir'd with a Prophetick 
Spirit, he brake out with, Bleſſed be tbe LORD 
GOD of Iſrael, for he hath Viſited and Redeemed 
hi People, &c. When the Child was about Eighteen 
Months Old, (a) his Mother Elizabeth car- 
ried him into the Deſerts of Judæa, to avoid the 
Fury of Herod, who at that Time was deſtroy- 
lag all the Children at ar near Bethlehem. But, it 
happen'd ſoon after, that his Mother died, aud 
his Father was kill'd in the Court of the . 
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ple; ſo that the Child was expos'd to all the Dan- 
gers and Infelicities of an Orphan, in a Place of 


St auſtere Solitarineſs and Diſcomfort, and in a Time 


Equea- 
tion. 


And Wa 
ef Life. 


Va 
 Preach- 
Ng, 


when a Bloody King endeavoured his Deſtry. 


ion. But, when his Natural Parents were re- 


mov'd, GOD became his more immediate Guar- 


dian, for according to the Tradition of the (a) 


Greeks, the Almighty deputed an Angel to be 
his Nouriſher and Protector. And being thus 
brought up in the Wilderneſs, his Manners and 


y Way of Living were very agreeable to his Edu- 


cation. His Garments borrow'd from no other 
Wardrobe than the Backs of Wild Beaſts ; he 


wore Camels Hair, (a) and a Leathern Girdle a. 


bout his Loins, and his Meat was Locuſts and wild | 
Honey Locuſts, accounted by all Nations a- 


mongſt the meaneſt forts of Food; and wild Ho- | 
ny, ſuch as the Natural Artifice and Labour of 


Bees had ſtor'd up in Caverns and Hollow Trees, 
without any Elaborate Curioſity to Prepare and 
Dreſs it up. Thus he continued ſpending his 
Time, in Faſting, Prayer, and Contemplation, | 
till he was Thirty Years of Age. | 

PREPARED by fo ſingular an Education, 
and furniſh'l with an Immediate Commiſſion | 


from Heaven, he enter'd upon the Actual Ad- 


miniſtration of his Office: In thoſe Days, came 
JOHN the B APT IST, Preaching in the Wilder- | 


neſs of Judza, ſaying, Repent ye, for the Kingdom | 


of Heaven is at Hand. He was the Herald to | 


proclaim the firſt Approaches of the long-ex- | 


pected I 


(2) St, Chryſoft. Hom. de Natiu. St. Jo. Baptiſt, 
(5) Veſtis erat curvi ſetis conferta Cameli, 
Contra Luxuriem mollet duraret ut Artus, | 
Arceretgue grayes Compuncto Corpore Somnos. 
EY” N Dr as; | Faulinus. f 


ins. ö 


Upon St. John Baptilt's Dax. | 36 1 


pected Meſſiah: He told the Jews, that the Son 
of the Eternal GOD was come down from Hea- 
ven, and would put a Period to all the Types 
and Umbrages of the Moſaick Diſpenſation ; and 
therefore, he deſir'd them to break off their 
Sins by Repentance, and by a ſerious Amend- 
ment and Reformation of Life, diſpoſe them- 


ſelves for the glad Tidings of the Goſpel. His 


free and reſolute Preaching, together with the 
extraordinary Severity and SanQity of his Life, 
procurd him a Vaſt Auditory, and Numerous 
Proſelytes ; for there went out ro him Jeruſalem, 

and all Judza, and the Region round avout Jordan : 

Perſons of all Ranks and Orders, of all Seas 

and Opinions; Phariſees and Sadducees, Soldiers ii, |; -_ 
and Publicans, who confeſſing their Sins before ytjnp Pro- 
GOD, were enter'd into this new Inſtitution by ſelytes by 
Baptiſm, ( from whence he deriv'd his Title of Baptiſm, 
the Baprisr) a ſolemn and uſual Way among 
the Jews of initiating Proſelytes to their Church 

and Religion. But as Joux was Baptizing in 

Jordan, JESUS came, and deſired to be Baptized 

of him: But Joux modeſtly declin'd it, ſaying, 

I have need to be baptized of Thee, and comeſt Thou 

to me? But JESUS ſaid unto him, Sxfer it to be 

ſo nom: for thus it becometh us to fulfill all Righ- 
rcouſneſs, Whereupon, he admitted of the Ho- 

nour, and Baptized JESUS in the River Jordan. Ine Bapti- 
Immediately after, there was a moſt Illuſtrious zes our 
Manifeſtation of the Tzxniry; for upon our Saviour. 
LORD's Addreſles to Heaven, the Skies were 
divided with great Radiency, and the HOLY 
GHOST vikbly deſcended upon his Sacred 

Head, after the manner of a Dove, accompanied 

with the Voice of the Father from Heaven, pro- 
nouncing him to be his Beloved Son, in whom he 

mas well gleaſed | | 

: 1 ESE 


6 
Upon S. John Baptiſt's Day. 

THESE, and many other Things, did Jous 
the BABTISrT; and by his rare Example of San. 
ctity and Holy Living, he prevailed ſo much a. 
mong the People, that he made Excellent ang 
Fit Preparations for the Coming of the Meſſiah. 
For he was the Happy Meſſenger of the Evan- 
gelical Tidings, and was like the Morning-Star; 


or the Bluſhings ſpringing from the Windows 


of the Eaſt, fore-telling the Approach of the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs. He was a Burning and a | 


Shining Light, and very impartially Cenſur d 


and Condemn'd the Vices of the People. At 
laſt, he repair'd to the Court of Herod the Te. | 
He re- trarch, and reſolutely reprov'd him, for his un- 
provesHe- jawful Co-habitation with Herodias, his Brother | 
Philip's Wife. Herod was not immediately ex- 
aſperated at the Holy Man, but, on the contra- 
ry, had a great Veneration for him, and fol- 
But Her- 
dias highly reſented the Affront; and therefore, 
by all the Arts of Feminine Subtilty, meditates 
By her Inſtigation, the Baprisr was 
And is In- caft into Priſon, as the Preludium to a ſadder 
ſon d. Fate. For King Herod on his Birth-day, having 
made a Magnificent Entertainment, for the 
Lords and Chief Officers of his Dominions; 
among other Pleaſures and Scenes of Mirth, the 
Daughter of Herodias came in, and dancd to the 
Herod was ſo 
tranſported with her, that he promis'd, (with 
the Addition of an Oath,) to grant her whatſo- 
ever ſhe demanded, though it amounted to the 
Whereupon, ſhe im- 
mediately conſulted with her Mother, what 
ſhe ſhould ask. And her Mother, being promp- 
Malice and Revenge, bid her ask the 


rod. 


lowe'd his Advice in many Things. 


Revenge. 


Admiration of the whole Court. 


half of his Dominions. 


ted by 


Head of Jong the Baprisr; which in all 0 
: 9 ef 


i 
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| ſhe requir'd of the King, in the Preſence of the 

| whole Company. The King at firſt was very 

much ſurpriz'd, but he would not retra& his 

| Promiſe, becauſe of his Honour; and therefore, 

| he commanded that Joun ſhould be beheaded, % Xia 
which was quickly Accompliſt'd. His Head tur dom. 
was brought up in a Charger, and made a 
Feſtival-Preſent to the young Girl, who gave it 

to her Mother. And 'tis ſaid, ſhe buried it in 

her own Palace, thinking to ſecure it againſt a 

Re- union, leſt it ſhould again diſturb her unlaw- 

ful Luſts, and diſquiet Herod's Conſcience. The 

Body the Diſciples of Joux gather'd up, and 
Buried it in Sebaſte, in the Confines of Samaria, 
making his Grave between the Bodies of Elizews 

and Abdias the Prophets. 
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Ifa. 40. FOR * 
from „ 
fon. „C St. JOHN Baprisr's )Ver.s7.t 


Ver. 12. D A *. the End. 


HE Birth of Man, is fo truly wonderful, that TheBirti: 
it ſeems to be deſign'd for a conſtant De- of Man, 
monſtation of the Omnipotence of our Creator; 4/tupendt- 
and if the Frequency did not abate of our Admi- 7 
ration, it could be eſteem d no leſs than a per- Pouer. 

petual Miracle. However, it is not a meaner 
Act of GOD's Power and Mercy, becauſe he 
often repeats it; and therefore, we ought grate- 
fully to Admire and Adore the Divine Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, in this his Amazing Diſpenſation 
towards us. Old Zachary was Aſtoniſn'd, and 
ca . 
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366 | CONSIDERATIONS 
_ Overwhelm'd with Wonder, when the Heayen- 
ly Meſſenger told him, that his Wife ſhould 
| Conceive, and bear a Son! he conſider'd that they 
were both very Aged, and that Elizabeth was 
Barren ; and therefore, he diſputed the Truth 
of the Angel's Promiſe, thinking it a Miracle 
too Stupendious to be wrought ! But, is any thing 
too hard for the LORD ? (ſaid GOD to Abrabam 
in the ſame Caſe) GOD has the Key of the 
Womb in his own Keeping, and Zachary gladly 
found it to be one of the Divine Prerogatives, to 
male the Barren Woman to keep Houſe, and to be 4 
| JOHN joyful Mother of Children. His Wife Elizabeth 
3 miraculouſly Conceived with Child, and brought 
$row. forth a Perſon Eminent and Remarkable upon 


ſeverol Accounts. He was the Morning-Star to 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs 3 the Meſlenger of the | 
LORD of Hoſts; the Herald and Harbinger to | 
the moſt High GOD. He was a Bright and Shi- | 
ning Example of Sanctity and Holy Life: He | 
res £2. Te: Thirty Years among wild Beaſts, in the 
pars of Wilderneſs of Judæa, in Converſation with } 


He was 4 


Self. deni- GOD; in great Mortification and Diſaffection 


al. tothe World; his Garments rugged and uneaſy; 
his Meat Plain, Neceſſary, and without Variety; 

his Employment Prayers and Devotion; and 

this he undertook, to Prepare himſelf for the | 


great Miniſtry of ſerving the Holy JESUS in 


his Publication; and that he might gain Credit 


and Reputation to the Teſtimony he was to 
give concerning the Saviour of the World. From 


hence, we may learn the great Virtue of Self- | 
_ denial, which is plainly this: That we ſhould be 


Self-deni- 


22 willing to part from all Terreſtial Comforts and 


Duty ex- Conveniences; to quit all our Temporal Inte- 
plaid, reſts and Enjoy ments, and even Life it ſelf, for 


the Sake of CHRIS T, and his Religion; We can⸗ 
Wa on N not 


— 


| worthy to be call'd by his Name, if we be not 


| 2nd to part even with Life it ſelf, rather than 


4 
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not be the Diſciples of the Holy JESUS, nor be 


ready thus to deny our ſelves for his Sake. If it 
come to this, that we muſt either renounce him 
and his Religion, or quit our Worldly Inte- 
reſts ; if we be not ready to forego theſe, nay, 


to forſake him, and his Truth, We are not worth 
f him. He himſelf hath given us the moſt Glo- The Rea- 
rious Example of Self-denial that ever was; in ſonableneſs 
that he denied himſelf more, and ſuffer'd more 9 
Grievous Things, than any of us can do, and all 
for our Sakes! He ſtoop'd from the greateſt 
Height and Dignity, and underwent more for 
vs, than tis poſſible for a Mortal to Expreſs or 
Conceive ! So that well might our LORD, thus 
going before us, command us to follow him, 
ſaying, F any Man will come after me, let him de- 
uy himſelf, and take up his Croſs, and follow me. 
(Mat. 16. 24.) If we conſider our Infinite Obli- 
24tions to GOD, we have no Reaſon ta think 
much to ſacrifice to him our deareſt Intereſts in 
this World ; eſpecially, if we conſider withal, 
how diſproportionably great our Recompence 
will be in the Other. Our Saviour hath Aſſur d Iz Ne- 
us of a Glorious and Eternal Reward, for all our 9 of it, 
Self-denial and Sufferings for him; a Reward a 
infinitely beyond the Proportion of our Suffer- 

ings both in the Degree and Duration of it. And 
nothing, ſurely, can be more reaſonable, than 

to Exchange the Tranſient Pleaſures and Enjoy- 

ments, and the Imperfe& Felicities of this 
World, for the Solid, Perfect, and Perpetual 
Happineſs of Eternal Life. The Conſideration 
of Heaven, and the firm Perſwaſion of our Fu- 
ture Happineſs, ſhould Actuate all the Powers 
of our Souls, and be continually Inſpiring iy 

with 
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368 ConsDErRATIONS 

with new Vigour in the Ways of Piety and 
33G 3 

ou the Baptiſt, having ſpent Thirty Years, 

in a ſtri& Courſe of Mortification, and Self. 

denial; at laſt, he came forth from his Solitudes, 

Preaching the Doctrine of Repentance, for the 

JOHN Remiſlion of Sins. © He told the Jews, that 

7% Bap. © the long expected Meſſiah was now at Hand, 


tiſt's Ser- cc e e | a 
mon to the . and his Kingdom ready to appear: that the 


„1——— Dt... 


Jews. Holy and Eternal JESUS came to Introduce | 
ea new and better State of Things, to enlight: | 
© en the World with the cleareſt Revelations of | 
(e the Divine Will, and to acquaint them with 
©. Councels brought from the Boſom of the fa. 
„ther: that the great GOD of Heaven and 
„Earth, had a long time born with the Sins of | 
© the People, and would now bring Things to | 
« a quicker Iſſue; and therefore, he earneſtly | 

< invited and urg'd them to Repentance, that W me 

© by this means, they might eſcape the Ruin W ne 

< that was denounced againſt them: and fince W th 

« the Almighty had given ſo fair a Warning W re 

of their Saviour's Coming, he deſir'd that W oy 

e they would not be ſurpriz'd in their Careleſ- th 

4e neſs, but appear in an Equipage, ſuiting the W Fo 

© Greatneſs of his Majeſty, the Dearneſs of his W Þr 

& Love, and the Excellency of his Deſign that W Di 

His © was to come. His Excellent Zeal in Preach- no 


Sacceſs. ing, together with his Admirable Piety and Ho- bei 
üneſs, created ſuch extriordinaty Opinions of W the 
him among the People, that all held him fora W qu; 

Prophet in his Office, for a Heavenly Perſon in Sin 

| his own particular; and a Bright Example of abt 
Sanctity and Holy Life to Others. His ſingular | BY 
Temperance and Humility, prevaild mightily W ple 

pon the Aﬀections and Judgments of Men, who W Fo 

with much Eaſe believ's his Doctrine, * 101 


n — 
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ind they had great Reaſon to approve his Life. The Miniſters 
good Example of the Preacher, is always the e ror 
s, moſt prevailing Homily; a holy Life is his beſt % % 
lf. Sermon: it adds great Weight to his Councel pjery: 
les, and Perſwaſion, when we ſee that he adviſes no- : 
the thing but what he does, nor exacts any thing 
hat W from Others, from which he himſelf deſires to 
nd, be Excuſed. As on the Contrary, nothing is 
the more Uſeleſs and Infignificant than good Coun- 
uce ſel from a bad Man; for who will regard or be- 
t- W lieve thoſe Teachers, who give all the Evidence 
$of W that can be by their Lives and Actions, that 
vith W they do not believe themſelves, and their own 
Fa- Doctrine? who demean themſelves ſo ſcanda- 
and louſly, as perfectly to undermine the Credit and 
s of Effect of their Doctrine, by leading Lives ſo di- 
Sto W ametrically oppoſite to it? A Preacher there- 
ſtly fore, ought to order his Converſation after the 
that moſt Exemplary Manner, and with fevere Holi- 
Win neſs and Righteouſneſs, to appear blameleſs as 
ince the Steward of GOD; to be Sober, Juſt, Holy, 
ning W Temperate : even every thing that a Chriſtian 
that W ought to be; without which, a Miniſter's Au- 
eleſ- W thority and Doctrine will ſignify juſt Nothing. 
the W For in ſhort, the Lives and Manners of the 
f his W Preachers are the beſt Eloquence, and have that 
that W Dint and Power of Perſwaſion in them, which _ 
_ © fo Words, no Art can Equal. Let then every Motises 
Ho- 


Fberſon, who has the Honour to be Employ d in roFairbfuts 
mn ot the ſacred Function, endeavour faithfully and in- 7/*- 


on in Sinners from the Error of their Ways, by ſeaſon- 
le of able Councel and Advice, by kind and gentile 
ula' Reproof; but eſpecially, by a Holy and Exem- 
ht1!y plary Converſation, and by a ſhining Virtue. 
ho for, in a Word, that which makes the Clergy 
on S Glorious, is to be Knowing in their Profeſſion, 


duſtriouſly to gain Souls to GOD, and to turn 


Az _ 
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Uaſpotted in their Lives, Active and Laborious 
in their Charge, Bold and Reſolute in Oppoſing 
Seducers, and daring to look Vice in the Face, 
though never ſo Potent and Illuſtrions. And 
laſtly, to be Gentle, Courteous, and Compaſſi- 
onate to all. 5 | | 

_ TO Conclude : St. Joux the Baptiſt, led ſo 
Innocent, ſo Uſeful, and fo Exemplary a Lite, 
that he was the Admiration of all that knew kim. 
In the Wilderneſs, his Company was Angels, 
his Employment Meditations and Prayers; and 
when the Spirit of GOD, called him forth to the 
Actual Adminiſtration of his Office, he made it 
the great Buſineſs, and conſtant Employment ot 


his Life, to Inſtruct the People in the Chriſtian 
Religion, aad to prepare them for the Recep- 
tion of the Bleſſed JESUS. He had a juſt Sence 
of the Ineſtimable Worth and Value of the Souls | 


of Men; and therefore, he was very diligent in 


encouraging Men to Repentance, and in Repre- | 


ſenting to them the Infinite Advantages of Obey- 
ing GOD's Laws, and the dreadful and dange- 


Tous Conſequences of breaking of them. And 
he did not think it enough, barely to Declare and | 
Interpret the Will and Pleaſure of the Almigh- 
ty, but he likewiſe ſet before Men a living Pat- 
tern, and a familiar Example, to excite and en- 
Courage them to the Practice of Holineſs and | 
Virtue. Such a Preacher, and ſuch a Practice, 
as that of the Baptiſt's was, is every way fitted. | 
to Reprove, and Perſwade, and Reform Man- | 
kind. Let us then, (in Imitation of him,) perſe- | 
vere and continue in Well-doing : Let us, on 
this very Day, Reſolve to forſake our Sins, and | 
to become better for the Future; more Pious 


and Devout towards GOD, more Sober and 
Chaſt with Regard to our ſelves, more Juſt and 
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Charitable, more Humble and Meek, towards 

all Men: In a Word, more Innocent, more 

Uſeful, and more Holy, in all manner of Conver- 

ſation. Let us not only Admire, but follow the 

Example of this Bleſſed Saint, and it will both 

ſhew us where we are, and carry us where we 
ſhould be, even to everlaſting Joy and Peace. 
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"NJ 70 LY and moſt Glorious GOD! who before 
the Publication of thy Eternal Son, diaſt ſend 
thy Servant Joun Baprisr, to Prepare the Way of 
Th great Maſter ,by the Doctrine of Repentance, and 
in Holy and an Exemplary Life, Grant, I moſt 
humbly beſeech Thee, that I may not only Joy fully 
Celebrate his Nativity, but may Improve both my 
ſelf, and Others, by the diligent Imitation of his Ex- 
ample. Be pleas'd, to let thy Holy Spirit lead me in 
te ſtreight Paths of Sanctity, that I may faithfully 
endeavour to learn of him, thoſe Excellent Leſſons of 
Retireaneſs, Mortification, Humility, Self-denial, 
and a generous Charity in all my Actions; that when 
y Bleſſed Redeemer ſhall come, I may at all times, 
ee prepar'd for the Entertainment of ſo Divine 4 
Cueſt, till be ſhall be pleas'd to call me to a nearer 
Communication of his Excellencies. Let thy mighty 
Hand, and ſtretched out Arm, O Heavenly Father! 
lead me through the miaſt of a deceitful World, gi- 
zung me the Light of the Sun of Righteouſneſs to di- 
rect me in my Goings, and great Apprehenſions of 
thy Mercies, to excite in me Devotion and tine Re- 
gion. Grant, that my Soul and Deſires may be ſo 
Auſtract, 2 Religious and Contemplativr, that all 
Aa 2 my 


1 


The Corrxcr. 

my Hopes and Longings may be to enjoy Thee, and thy 
Glories, in the Kingdom of Heaven. Laſtly, © 

LORD! Ibeſeech Thee, to give great Religion and 
Devot Affections to thy Miniſters; that by the Purity 
of their Doctrine, and the Integrity of their Lives, 
they may advance thy Glory, and ſet forward the Sal. 

vat ion of all thoſe committed to their Charge. Grant 

this, O Merciful Father! for thy Dear Son FESUS 

CHR T's Sate. Amen. 5 - 


. . ; D 5 a. 


The Corrtcrt. 


A EMIGHTY GOD ! by whoſe Providence, thy 
Servant JOHN BAPTIST was wonderfully born, 
and ſent to Prepare the Way of thy Son our Saviour, 
by Preaching of Repentance : Make me ſo to follow | 
His Doctrine and Holy Life, that I may truly Repent MW 2 
according to his Preaching, and after his Example B 
conſtantly ſpeak the Truth, boldly rebuke Vice, and Fi 
atiently ſufler for the Truth's Sake, through JESUS ou 
CHRIST our LORD. Amn. W lo 
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it E'enimp. \ Erol. 10 . 
5 142, 143. | II. 4d. 4 
0 I Pr was born at Bethſaida, a Town ſci- S. PETER, 
) tuated upon the Banks of the Sea of Galilee - bis Paren- 
He was the Sof of Jonah, a Fiſherman, and Bro- on co 
ther to St. Andrew the Apoſtle. At his Circum- 1 
ciſion, he received the Name of Simon, or Simeon; Names, 
hy to which, our Saviour added that of Cephas,which ant Trade 
I, in the Syriack Language, ſignifies a Store, or Rock, 
6 from thence derived into the Greek 1.sTPOE, | 
i and by us terined PRIEN. This Apoſtle, with his 
le Brother Andrew, wete brought up to the Trade of 
ad Fiſhing, and were the two firſt which our Savi- 
JS our made Choice of, to be his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers ; though according to St. Luke, Andrem 
having the Meſſiah fitſt Reveal'd to him by Joh 
the Baptiſt, went immediately to his Brother 
PETER, to wy rk hith with thoſe glad Tidings, 
Whereupon, PETER being raviſh'd with the Joy- 
fal News, preſently went along with him to the % 6% 
P lace Were IESUS Was 2 whither he was | no Arproaches 
ſooner come, but our LORD, to give an lilu- C7857 
ſtrious Evidence of bis Divinity, call'd him by 
his Name, aid declar'd his Parentage; and at 
. this time it was, that he chang'd his Name from 
N FF Sim, to Cephas or Pires, which (as I mention d 


before) ſignifies a Rock; intimating,that he ſhould 
be afterwards a Principal Foundation-Stone in 
his Church. Upon this, Pitts prefently knew 
Aa 3 chat 
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the long- expected Meſſiah that was to come into 

the World. „„ 3 

Af TER ſome Communication with the Bleſ- 

{ed JESUS, our Apoſtle return'd to his Trade; 

and it happen'd that our LORD, being one Day 

upon the Banks of the Sea of Galilee, ſtept into 

Pertr's Ship, to avoid the Crowd, and to teach 

the People: At which time, he gave Ocular 
The Mira- Demonſtration of his Omnipotent Power, by a 
culous Miraculous Draught of Fiſhes, which was in- 
os clos'd at his Command. So Evident were the 
of F bes. Appearances of Divinity in this Miracle, that 
PETER Was over-power'd and dazled with its 
Brightneſs and Luſtre, and therefore, in an Ec- 

ſtacy of Admiration, threw himſelf at the Feet 

of CHRIST, and ſaid, Depart from me, for I am 


Humility, procur'd him the higheſt Preferment 


he would make him a Fiſher of Men; and in or- 

der hereunto, commanded him to follow him, 

PETER which he immediately complied with; and from 

to be that time, became his conſtant and inſeparable 
« Diſciple Diſciple. __ ** = 

AFTER this, the firſt Place our Saviour 

came to, was Capernaum, the Place of PRrxx's 

Habitation ; and entring into Simon's Houſe, a 

freſh Opportunity offer'd it ſelf to CHRIST of 

exerting his Divine Power; for Pzrr's 

Wite's Mother, lying deſperately ſick of a 

Fever; and her Diſeaſe having baffled all the 

Arts of Phyſick, was only curable by the imme- 

diate Agency of the GOD of Nature, 80 


OH 
43 35 \{o- | 
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an £57 {OUT Saviour came to her, and taking her by the 
en Sa- Hand, commanded the Fever to leave her. By 
Wich, he fo perfectly remov'd the Paroxyſms 8 

| e NT. o #1 1 7 3 the 


that he was the Omniſcient Son of GOD, and 


a ſinful Mar, O LORD ! But Perex's profound | 


in his great Maſter's Service; who told him that 
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the Diſtemper, and the Effects of it, that ſhe was 

in a Moment reſtor'd to perfect Health. 
OF all the Twelve Apoſtles, which our Sa- 

viour pitch'd upon to be the Immediate Atten- 

dants upon his Perſon, and the conſtant Witnef- 

ſes of his Doctrine and Miracles; PzTzR, James, 

and John, were choſen as a Triumvirate, and ad- 

mitted into all Private Councils and Tranſacti- 

ons: but PETER is generally plac'd in the Front; 

his Age, and the Gravity of his Perſon, more ,,, . 

der in the Colledge of the Apoſtles. Not long Apoſtles. 

after his Election, he was an Eye-Witneſs of our 

Saviour's Omnipotency in railing Jairuss Daugh- 

ter from the Dead : He is ikewiſe mention'd to. 

have walk'd upon the Sea in a great Storm to 

meet his Maſter. The Ancients frequenly ſtile 

him (2) The Mouth of the Apoſtles, and not with- 

out Reaſon ; for when our Saviour being forſa- 


ken of the Multitude at Capernaum, turned a- 


bout to his Apoſtles, and asking them, if hey 


particularly qualifying him for a Primacy of Or- firſt of the 


mold leave him alſo? PETER, in the Name of the ½½e 414. 


relt, anſwered him, with a ſeeming Abhorrence ven 
of the other Diſciples Apoſtacy, LORD,Whither C2RIST. 


(an me go? *Tis thou only haſt the Woras of Eternal 


Life. And when in the Journey to Cæſaria Phi- 
/;ppi, our Saviour asked his Diſciples, What Men 
ſaid of him? and alſo, what their Opinion and 
Belief was concerning him? Simon PETER made 
Anſwer in politive Terms, Thon art CHRJT, Ais Emi- 
the Son of the Living GOD ! co-equal and co-eter- 
nal with him. To this Excellent and Compre- 4 
henſive Confeſſion of St. Peter's, our LORD re- © 
turns this great Exlogy and Commendation : | 

55 Aa 4 . 
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(a) Chryſoſt, in Matth. 16, page 483. 
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Bleſſed art Thon, Simon Bar Jonah; for Fleſh and 
Blood hath not revealed it unto Thee, but my Fathey 
which is in Heaven, And I ſay alſo unto Thee, that 
thou art PETER, and upon this Rock, I will build 
Church; and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail a- 
gainſt it. And I will give unto Thee, the Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven : and whatſoever thou ſhalt 
bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; and m hat- 
ſoever thou ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſkall be looſed in 
Heaven, (Matth. 16. 17, 18, 19.) PETER, was 
' tranſported with Zeal and Affection for his Ma- 
ſter, having been made the Subject of ſuch vaſt 
Encomiums; and therefore, upon hearing our 
Bleſſed Saviour talk of the Innumerable A fronts 
and Indignities, that he was to undergo at Jeruſa- 
lem, he broke out into an overconfident and un- 
5 | reaſonable Interruption of him, ſaying, Be it far 
Nis unſea- from Thee, LORD ! This ſhall not be unto Thee. 
enable But JESUS, knowing that this Saying croſſed the 
Tea = Decrees of Heaven, and defeated the Gracious 
Purpoſes of Man's Redemption, turned to him, 
and faid, Get Thee behind me, Satan, for thon ſa- 
voureſt not the Things of GOD, but thoſe that be of 
Men. (Matth. 16. 28.) But however, it ſoon 
appear'd, that thisRebuke was but the Chaſtiſe- 
ing Leſſon of a Gracious Maſter 3 who knew the 


Error that he had committed, was the Effect 


of his Imprudent Zeal. For, when our Saviour 
went up to Mount Tabor, to receive a Type and 
Specimen of his future Glorification, PRrER was 


not left out of the Trivmvirate of Apoſtles ; for 


he with James and Jobn were the only Witneſſes 

and Spectators of his Transfguration. At that 
dime, our LORD made the moſt magnificent Diſ- 
enters Plays of his Divine Power and Majeſty. For, 
Transfi- While he was earneſtly employ'd in Prayer, he 
Zaration. was fuddeuly transform'd into another kind of 
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Appearance: A Radiant Luſtre darted from 
his Countenance, more Bright and Glorious thau 
the Sun; and a dazling Splendor proceeded 
from his Garments, exceeding not only the 
Whiteſt Snow, and the utmoſt Power of Art, 
but alſo the Light it ſelf. During this Reaven- at the 
ly Scene, there appear'd Moſes and Elias, cloath'd Gloryof is 
with all the Brightneſs and Majeſty of a Gloti- * 
fed State, familiarly converſing with him, and 
diſcourſing of his Death and Sufferings ; by 
which, he was to be exalted above every Name, 
both in Heaven and Earth. While this Inter- 
courſe laſted, PtrTtr, and the Two other Apo- 
ſtles, were fallen aſleep; but waking juſt before 
their Departure, they were exceedingly ſurpri- 
:ed and terrified, to behold their LORD ſur- 
rounded with ſuch Refulgent Glories. And The Efe 
PrreR, in an Ecſtacy of Admiration, faid unto l þ44 «pon 
JESUS, LORD! it will be more Advantageous f ET EX. : 
tous to continue here in this Heavenly Society, 
than to go again into a Wicked World : Permit 
is therefore, to erect Three Tabernacles; One 
for Thee, One for Moſes, and One for Elias. 
But while he was ſpeaking, a Bright and Shining 
Cloud incircled the Interlocutors with JESUS, 
and took them up into Heaven, and a Voice was 
heard, ſaying, This is my Beloved Son, hear him. 
Whereupon , the Apoſtles were ſeiz'd with 1b. 
I greater Conſternation than ever, and fell reſt of the 
I Proſtrate on the Ground. But our LORD Apoſtles. 
I came to them, and Comforted them, and when 
they had recover'd their Spirits, they, together 
with their Glorified Saviour, deſcended from 
the Monntain. ws . 
TO be ſhort: St. P TER, was the intimate 
Companion of our Saviour, whom he admitted 
more familiarty than the reſt, unto all the _ 
ore kant $a 7 we” 
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this great Apoſtle, would ſwell this Volume to 
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Paſſages and Tranſactions of bis Lite. And ſo, 
to draw up a compleat Hiſtory of the Acts of 


a great Bulk, which is inconſiſtent with my 


preſent Deſign. Therefore, I ſhall only men- 


tion two very remarkable Paſſages of his Life, 
and then conclude with his Martyrdom: As for 


thoſe, who are deſirous of a more entire and per- 


actneſs. 


7 * | 
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er:j0n d by him to Death. 


Agrippa. 


fect Account, they cannot conſult a more Au- 
thentick Author than Dr. Cave, who has gone 
through this Undertaking with the greateſt Ex- | 
To proceed then: About the End of 
Caligula's Reign, our Apoſtle came to Jeruſalem; | 
and Herod Agrippa, Grand-Son to Herod the 
Great, having obtain'd of Claudins the Go- 
vernment of Judæa, came to Jeruſalem at the 
Paſſover, to be inaugurated into his Kingdom; 
and being deſirous to ingratiate himſelf with 
the Fews, he killed James the Brother of John 
with the Sword : And finding that this was 
a moſt acceptable Sacrifice to the People, he 
proceeded to Apprehend PETER alſo, and to put 
or; In order whereunto, he ſeizd 
NRerow upon him, caſt him into Priſon, under the Guard 
of four Quaternions of Soldiers; but the Church, 
in the mean time, were not wanting in their ear- 
neſt Addreſſes to Heaven for his Deliverance. * 
And it happen'd, that Herod's Power and Policy, 
was baffled by the Chriſtians Piety: for the 
Night before his intended Execution, GOD 
- purpoſely ſent an Angel from Heaven into the 
Priſon; and as PETER was ſleeping between Two 
Soldiers, the Angel rais'd him up, knock'd off 
his Fetters, bid him gird on his Garments, and 
follow him; And he went out, and followed 
him. But, having paſs'd the Firſt and Second | 
Watch, they came unto the Iron Gate that e | 
| "20: IT: 1 
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eth unto the City, (which preſently open'd ofen 777- 
its own Accord) and after having paſs'd 5 
Street more, the Angel left him to his own Con- Angel. 
duct and Conſideration. PRrER, then hethought 
himſelf where he was, and finding his Delive- 
1ance real, he went to Mary's Houſe, where the 
Church were met together at Prayer for him. 
And as he knock'd at the Door, the Maid know- 
ing his Voice, open'd not the Gate for Gladneſs, 
but ran in, and told that PRrER ſtood at the 
Door. But they had ſcarce Faith enough to be- 
lieve her; till opening the Door, they found to 
their great Joy and Aſtoniſhmeat, that it was re- 
ally ſo. And having briefly declared to them 
the manner of his Deliverance, he retreated to 
another Place of greater Secrecy and Safety. In 
the Morning, Herod was ſo highly exaſperated 
with the Keepers of the Priſon, that he com- 
manded them to be put to Death. | 
WHERE PRrEx fled, after this great Miracle 
wrought for his Preſervation, is not certainly 
kiown : *Tis ſaid that he preach'd the Goſpel to 
the Fews, diſpers'd in Pont us, Galatia. Cappadoci a, 
end Aſia; but in the latter part of his Life, and 

in Nero's Reign, he came and ſettled at Rome. 
At his Arrival, he found the Peoples Minds 
| ftrangely bewitch'd and harden'd againſt Chri- 
i Dna by the Infernal Arts of Sin Mag, 
©) : o 8 . 
e bo, by his Diabolical Cheats and Devices, had 
3 obtain'd ſuch great Veneration among the Ko- 
e mans, nay even from Nero himſelf, that, ac- 
o Þ& cording to Juſtin Martyr, they erected him a 
f Statue, with this Inſcription, Sizonz Dro Zis Er- 
4 YT daxcro, To Simon the Hoh GOD. PETER being e 
4 Þ tighly provok'd at this preſumptuous Arrogan- oy - 
4 cy, made it his Buſineſs to unmask the vile Im- e 
3 poſtor, and lay open his preyaricating Tricks 8 
th | . ; 1 Pp by X . . 4 1 : and 
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and Deluſions. For effecting of which, there 
happen'd a very fit Occaſion not to be here o- 
mitted. There was at this time at Rome, an e- 
minent Young Gentleman, and a Kinſman of the 


Emperors, lately dead. And for the Raiſing of | 


him to Life, the Conteſt was between St. Peres, 


And Vilty- 
Ty over 


Him. 


, it hap 


and Simon Magus: Simon being the Challenger, 
irons in Faith) readily accepted | 
the Challenge, and effected that by the Power | 
of GOD, which the other could not by the | 
Power of the Devil. The Sorceror was extreme- 
ly Tormented at this Defeat, and was in Dan- | 
ger of being Ston'd to Death, had not PEN 
Charity and Generoſity reſcued him. But at 
laſt, thinking to deceive the People, he ſet a | 
Day, and told them, that they ſhould all ſee him 
Aſcend up into Heaven, as the Son of GOD. 
The Time being come, he went up to the Mount 
of the Capitol, and throwing himſelf from the 
Top of the Rock, began to raiſe himſelf up 
A Sight which the People enter- 
tain'd with great Wonder and Amazement, af. 
firming that this muſt be the Power of GOD, 
and not of Man. But PETER being in the Crowd, 
betook himſelf to his Prayers, that the Almigh- ! 
ty would diſcover that Grand Impoſtor, and un- 
deceive the People. Whereupon, Simon's Arti- | 
ticial Wings failing him, he fell head-long to the 
Ground, and was ſo Bruiſed and Wounded | 
” the Fall, that he died within a ſhort time 
after. 


our Apoſtle ( 


into the Air. 


pen d that the Death of this mi- 
ſerable Wretch, haſten'd the Martyrdom. of our 
Apoſtle. For the Emperor Nero, was a ver) 
great Admirer of Magicians, and their Diabo- | 
lical Arts; and regarded the Fallacies of an Im- 
poſtor, more than the Reality of a Divine 8 
; | ct} 
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cle. And therefore, he causd PETER (toge- 
ther with St. Paul, who was then at Rome) to be 
Apprehended and caſt into the Mamerrine Pri- Im- 
lon; where they ſpent their Time in the Exer- = 
ciſes of Religion, and in Preaching the Goſpel 
to their Fellow-Priſoners. But ar length, the a 
time being come, wherein our Apoſtle was to 
receive the Glorious Rewards of all his Love 
and Duty to his Maſter; he was brought out of 
the Priſon, and led to the Top of the Vatican 
Mount; where he was Crucified after an unu- 
ſual Manner. For, this Bleſſed Saint, would 
not ſeem to Aﬀe& an Equal Glory with his 
LORD and Maſter in his Sufferiggs ; and there- 
fore, begg'd of his Executioners, that he might 
be Crucified with his Head downwards, which Mar- 
was perform'd accordingly. His Body was ta- tyrdom, 
gen down from the Croſs, and Buried in the Va- 
tican, near the Via Treumphalis, 
THUS Liv'd, and thus Died, the great Apo- 
ſtle of the Bleſſed JESUS, and the Principal 
Rick, upon which he had aſſigned his Church to 
be Built. He left behind him Two Epiſtles, 
which make up part of the Sacred Canon. His 
Death is generally computed to have been in 
the Year of our LORD, 69. and in the 13th 
or 14th of Nero's Reign. 555 
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1. . Nat. 10. 
from FOR I from 
Ver. 1. to V. 13. to 


Ver. 12. St. P ET E RS | Dax.“ Ver. 


17 2165 J F muſt certainly be Acknowledg'd, an Illu- 
_ and Alni- | 
Provi- 


Planting were. St. 
gering the 


Chriſtian Ingenuous Education, was one of the firſt, that 
Religion. Our Saviour made Choice of, to Plant and Pro- 
pagate the Goſpel; to be a Rock, and a Chief 
Corner · Stone, whereon he would build his Church. 

In the like manner, all the reſt of the Apoſtles 

(St. Paul only excepted) were taken from the 
meaneſt Trades; they were Men that had never 

been educated in the Academy, and the Schools of 
Learning; they had no Eloquent Tongues, no 

Subtil and Diſcur ſive Heads, none of the Refnd 

and Rhetorical Arts of Greece, to inſinuate the 

Belief of the Doctrines they deliver'd. Vet, 

theſe were the Perſons, that were deſign d to 
conquer the Minds of Men, and to prevail Pow- | 
erfully over the Learned World; and in a Sea- | 

fon, when the Roman Empire was at its Height, 


v hen the moſt rigorous Severities were usd a- 


gainſt all 1movators ; when Philoſophy and Elo- | 


quence were in their Flower and Vigour : 50 


that Truth, unleſs Adorn'd with the Dreſs and 


Artifice of Falſhhood, was deſpis'd 3 and a Meſ- 


ſtrious Evidence of the Incomprehenſible | 
ab er Wiſdom and Power of our Bleſſed Redeemer, | 
the Dix ine that the Chriſtian Religion ſhould ſpread and flou- } 
rin over the Heathen World, by ſuch mean and 
dence, in unlikely Inſtruments, as the firſt Preachers ofit | 
ep. PETER, a poor illiterate Fiſher-man, | 

„ deſtitute of the Advantages of a Liberal and 
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age from Heaven, unleſs Eloquently convey'd, 
was but an Object of Scorn. Notwithſtanding 
all theſe Diſadvantages, a few Marriners and 
Fiſhermen, with an uncontroll'd Succeſs, run 
down the Wife and Learned, Men of the molt 
profound Abilities ; and brought them over to 
that Doctrine, that was deſpis'd and ſcorn's, 
oppos'd and perſecuted, and that had nothing 
but its own Native Excellency to recommend 
it, Certainly, had Humane Wiſdom been to 
manage the Buſineſs (ſays an Eminent Writer) 
it would have taken quite other Meaſures; and 
choſen out the moſt celebrated Rabbins, the 
Acuteſt Philofophers, the Smootheſt Orators, ſuch 
as would have been moſt likely by Strength of 
Reaſon, and Arts of Rhetorick, to have Tri- 
umph'd over the Minds of Men, to grapple with 
the Stubbornneſs of the Jews, and baſlle the finer 
| Notions and Speculations of the Greeks. But The 
iſaom of this World, is Fooliſlmeſs with GOD, 
( Cor. 3. 19.) and the plaineſt Homily, accom- 
e bpanied with the Divine Aſſiſtance, is abundant- 
r I more efficacious, than the greateſt Yolub:l:ry 
E Jof Expreſſion, or Ornaments of Speech, or the 
o WM Artifices which were us d in the Grecian Compo- 
'1 Wl fitions. Let Politicians contrive as accurately, 
je project as deeply, and purſue what they have thus 
t, N ctr:/d and project ed, as diligently as it is poſſi- 
to dle for Humane Wit and Induſtry to do; yet 
„- © fill, the Succeſs of all, depends upon the Favour 
3- and Bleſſing of an over-ruling Hand. The LORD 
it, | (ſays the P/almiſt ) knoweth the Thong hes of the Wiſe, 
a- bat they are but vain. All their Contrivances, 
o- though never fo elaborately form'd and wrought, 
So do yet, in the Iſſue, miſcarry and prove Abor- 
nd tive: For, GOD raketh the Wiſe in their own 
e- ©-ftine/s. But, on the other Hand, a Company 
= es | of 
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of Obſcure and Mean, Simple and Illiterate, 
Poor and Helpleſs Men, through the Aſſiſtance | 
of Heaven, were Able to conquer the greateſ: 
Orators and Grammariazs, the Wiſeſt Philoſo. 


* 
25 


| phers, and moſt Subtil Diſput ants, and bring them 
8 po0uoer to the Simplicity of the Goſpel. Our Bleſ. 
ſed Saviour, no ſooner gave Commiſſion to his 
Evangelical Meſſengers to GO FORTH, AND TEACH | 
ALL Nations, but a Noble Army of Martyr, | 
ſprang from the Majeſtick Brevity of that one | 
Expreſſion: An Expreſſion, ſo ſuited to the | 
Greatneſs of an Ommipotent Being, and ſo expreſ. 
ſive of his boundleſs Power, as a Power infinitely 
above all Control, or Poſlibility of finding the | 
leaſt Obſticle or Delay, ia Atchieving its g-. 
ſtupendious Works | Wheſo is truly | 
_ Wife, will conſider theſe Things, and they ſhall here. 
by underſtand the Loving Kindneſs, as well as the 


tieſt and moſt 


Wiſdom aud Power of the LORD. 


the only 
true Perfe- 
ion. 


its My ſter ies, and the Simplicity aud Excellency 
of its Precepts. A Doctrine, in all Reſpects, ſo 


I ET us then, with all imaginable Reverence, 
Admire the Wiſe and Admirable Methods of 

the Divine Providence, in Planting and Propa- 

gating the Chriſtian Faith. Let us welcome that 
Excellent Doctrine which our great Apoſtle 

St. PETER ſeal'd with his Blood. A Doctrine, 
Chriſtian ſuitable to the higheſt and beſt improv'd Reaſon 
Religion, of Mankind, and plainly tending to our Perfe- 
ction and Happineſs ; both for the Sublimity of 


perfect and tranſcendent, that it is beyond the 
Compaſs of Humane Underſtanding, to imagine 
any thing more Glorious and Majeſtick. Let us 
but look into the Life of our Apoſtle, and there 
we ſhall have a clear Demonſtration of the Ad- 
mirable Effects of this Dactrine, the mighty | 


Force of this laftitytion, © He was a ere 


« V 
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an] of Exemplary Humility and Lowlineſs of Mind : 8. PE TER. 
which appears by his begging of our Saviour 17, Ext 


* to depart from him, accounting himſelf not (on; 

“ worthy that the Son of GOD ſhould come neat 

© ſo Vile a Sinner. And when our Bleſſed 
LORD, was pleas'd to Condeſcend, to waſh his 
BW © Diſciples Feet, St. Pzrex modeſtly declin'd 
BM © it; thinking it too Sublime an Honour, to be 

MH © conferr'd upon ſo mean a Perſon as him- 

* ſelf. He had a Superlative Love and Affection 
* for his great Maſter, which he thought he 
could never expreſs at too high a rate: 
for his ſake, venturing on the greateſt Dan- 
“gers, and expoſing himſelf, to the moſt im- 
„ minent Hazards of Life. Great; Was his for- 
* wardneſs in owning CHRIST, to be the Meſ- 
* fah, and Son of GOD; which drew from our 
* LORD, that Honourable Encomium, Bleſſed art 
* Thou, Stmon Bax Jonan. But greater his 
“Courage and Conſtancy, in Confeſſing him be- 
«© fore his moſt inveterate Enemies; eſpecially 
after he had recovered himſelf of his Fall. He 
* told the Jews, to their very Faces, that they 
« were the Murtherers and Crucifiers of the 
LORD of Glory; Nay, with abundance of 
Courage and Reſolution; he reprov'd the very 
«* Saxhedrim, that had ſentenc'd and condemn'd 
* him, for their UnpatallePd Wiekedneſs and 
* Barbarity. In a Word, Conſider him, as a 
* Diſciple, and a Chriſtian ;, and we ſhall find him 
* Brightand Exemptary,in all the great Inſtances 
* of Religion: Andif we reflect upon him as an 
* Apoſtle ; we ſhall-find him indefatigably Labo- 
© rious, in Planting and Propagating the Chri- 
* ſtian Faith, and at laſt, laid down his ow 
Lite, to promote and further it. . 
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AND now certainly, the Conſideration of 


Motives this excellent Example, muſt needs be an extra- 


10 Pra- 
ctice. 


ordinary Motive to Obedience, and cauſe Us to 
put in practice all thoſe Divine and Heavenly Vir- 


tues for which he was Eminent. Let us then,with 
the greateſt Vigour, entertain this Light which 
GOD hath afforded to Us, to conduct Us, and 
ſhew Us the way to Everlaſting Happineſs, Let 


Us from thence, learn the Noble Principle of H. 


mility, which is the peculiar Grace, and richeſt | 
Ornament of a Chriſtian. 
great Maſter, be fincere and unfeigned; for cer- | 
tainly, the moſt elevated and intire Affection, 
is due to him, who ſaves Us from Death Eter- | 
nal, and beſtows upon Us an Inheritance Im- 
mortal and Undefiled. Let Us beware of de- | 
pending too much upon our own Strength, left | 
we are ſurpris'd unawares by a violent Tempta- 
St. PETER, was a {ad Inſtance of Humane 
Infirmity,by denying his dear LORD and Maſter; | 


tion. 


but at the ſame time, he became to Us a rare 


Example of Penitence, by returning and riſing | 
inſtantly. No ſooner had he committed the 
ſhameful Fact, but he ran out of Doors, and 
wept bitterly; paſſionately bewailing his Folly, | 
and the Aggravations of his Sin. And ſurely, ! 
whenever we remember the Faults and Follies of 
our Lives, we cannot but be inwardly touch'd, | 
and ſenſibly grieved at the Thoughts of them. 
1 know, that the Tempers of Men are very dif- 
ferent; and therefore, I do not ſay, that Tears 
are abſolutely neceſſary to Repentance, but they | 


do very well become it; and the leaſt we can do, 


when we have done amiſs, is to be ſorry for it, 
to condemn our own Folly, and to be full of In- 
dignation and Diſpleaſure againſt our ſelves for 


what we have done, and to reſolve never todo IF , 
the like again. TO 


Let our Love to our 


> ie 1 RN LETS 
„ 


3 


2387 


TO Conclude, let us therefore on this Day, Conclu- 


call our Ways to Remembrance, and endeavour "9 


to make ſome Reparation for our Faults, by a 
ſpeedy and hearty Repentance; and no doubt, 
but we ſhall recover our ſelvey into the Favour 
of Heaven. The ſucceſs is certain and Infalli- 
ble, and none ever yet miſcarried in the At- 
tempt. Almighty GOD, whoſe Mercies are ln- 
finite, Deſires not the Death of a Sinner, bit rather 
he ſhould turn from his Wickedneſs and Live. If 
the Prodigal will but return home to his Father's 
Houſe, witha fincere Reſolution of Amendment, 
His Heavenly Father will own him in the loweſt 
Condition; he will ſpeak Peace to his troubled 
Conſcience, and in a Word, will zever leave him, 
nor forſake him: But (as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes 
it,) he will firſt Guide him with his Counſel, and 
afterwards, receive him into Glory. 


>. Ate * 


The Pray ER. 


HOLY and Eternal FESUS ! who haſt Glori⸗ 
ouſly manifeſted thine Incomprehenſible Wiſdom 
and Power, in thoſe Excellent Methods which thou 
wert pleas'd to make Uſe of, for the Propagation of 
the Chriſtian Faith. Grant, I moſt bumbly beſcech 
Thee, that as thou didſt give Commiſſion to thy Apo- 
file St. PETER to Preach the Goſpel to all Nations, and 
didſt enable him to ſeal the Truth of it with his Blood, 
ſo by thy ſpecial Grace and Aſſiſtance, all the Mini- 
fers of thy Word may duly Imitate both the Soundneſs 
of his Doftrine, and his great Zeal for Thy Glory, 
ud the Salvation of Mankind, Make them, O 
0 Bb 2 Bleſſed 


s 
I 
F 
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TER, many excellent Gifts, and comma ed'ſt him | 
earneſtly to feed thy Flock: Make, I beſeech Thee, 


Bleſſed LORD ! faithful to that Truſt which thoy 
haſt committed unto them; and grant, that by their 
diligent Labours, prudent Carriage, Holy and 
Exemplary Lives, they may gain many unto Righ. 
teouſneſs, O thou, who art the Saviour of all that 


1 their Truſt in Thee! Look down likewiſe, J 


eſeeeh Thee, upon me, thy unworthy Servant, 


and make me truly ſenſible of my own Frailtics, 
and Infirmities, that ſo, whenever 1 70 Aſtray, 1 


may be immediately convinc'd of it; and by 
ſpeedy Repentance recover my ſelf, before I have 
wander d too far from my Duty. O give me 
the Comfort of thy Help, and ſtabliſh me 


with thy free Spirit, that by thy Powerful Grace 
and Aſſiſtance, I may be enabled to become ever) 
Day better, and to reform whatever has been 4. 
miſs in the Temper and Diſpoſition of my Mind, 
or in any of the Actions of my Life, Grant 
this, O Bleſſed Saviour! For thine own Bowel: | 
and Compaſſions ſake, to whom with the Father, | 
and eternal Spirit, be render d al Honour, Glory, | 
and Power, from this time forth, for Evermore, | 


Amen. 


_ — 


The Courtcr. 


CHRIST, didft give to thy Apoſ'!- 


all Biſhops and Paſtors, diligently to Preach thy 
Holy Word, and the People 8 


Amen. 


ALMIGHTY GOD ! who by thy Son JESS 
t. 


bediently to follow 
the ſame, that they may receive the Crown of e- 


verlaſting Glory, thro' JESUS CHRIST our LORD. 
UPON | 
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nours confer'd on him by our LORD) was a 
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2 ) | Ard 
Mornin 4 | I. Le ® 
Paal. 119. UPON Fedle. 21, 
Par. \ | ; | / Il.Foh.13, 

| Evening. 
7 | 
St. James's Day. I. Le#: 
| h | Eccle. 22. 
II. 2 Tin, 


— 


Evening. 
119. Par. 


85 Ius, commonly Sir- named the Great, s. JAMES 


ei ; ; . bis Coun. 
(either for his Age, or ſome peculiar Ho 3 
Galilean, born probably at Capernaum, or elle at Trade, 
Bethſaida, being one of Simon Peter's Partners 

in the Trade of Fiſning. He was the Son of Ze- 


| bedee, an eminent Fiſner- man, who kept ſeveral 


Servants under him for that Employment: His 
Mother's Name was Mary, Sir-named Salome; 


and he was the Brother of John the Evangeliſt. 


He diligently applied himſelf to his Fathers 
Trade, and as he and his Brother was, one Day, 
Fiſhing in the Sea of Galilee, our Saviour paſſing 


along the Shoar, called to them to Follow him, His Call is 


and to be his Diſciples, promiſing to make be s Dit- 
them Fiſhers of Aen. This Command they Pe. 
readily Obey'd, and left not only their Em- 
ployment, but their Aged Father Zebedee, with 
his Servants and Ship, and with a chearful Obe- 
dience became conſtant Attendants upon him in 
his Miniſtry” ERS 

NOT long after, St. Javzs was called from His Eledi. 
the Station of an ordinary Diſciple, to the Apo- A 0ſt the 
ſtolical Office; and not only ſo, but was admit- ii Of. 
ted to the moſt Private Paſſages and Tranſacti- fice. 
ons of our Sayiour's Life. For He, together 
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with Peter and John, were at the Miraculous 

Raiſing of Jairws's Daughter from the Dead: 

They were admitted to our LORD's Glorious 

Transfiguration upon the Mount; and were 

preſent at his bitter Agony in the Garden of 

Gethſemane. And as Simon, was by our LORD 

Sir- named Peter; ſo Jauꝝs the Son of Zebeate, 

He amd his and John his Brother, were Sir- named Boanerges, | 
rag Wh or (Sons of Thunder) to denote probably, their 

Rong teaching the great Myſteries and Speculations of 

and why, the Goſpel, in a profounder Strain than the Reſt, 

HOW our Apoſtle ſteer'd his Courſe after 
our Saviour's Aſcenſion, we have no certain Ac- 

count, either from Sacred, or Eccleſiaſtical 

Stories. Sophrenius ſays, he Preach'd to the Con- 

verted Jews. The Breviary of Toledo, Iſidorins, | 

ThePlaces and an Arabick Copy of Anaſtaſius, and the Spa- 

where be 1iſþ Writers in General, will have it, that af- 

 Preached, ter the Martyrdom of St. Stephen, having 

( Proba- Preach'd and Planted the Goſpel up and down 

Bly!) Fudea and Samaria, he Travelled into the l- 

ftern Parts of the World, and the Britiſh Iles, 

but more eſpecially Spain. But whether he was 

a Traveller into theſe Weſtern Parts, or whether 


— 


his Miniſtry was confin'd to Judæa, and the Parts 1 


adjacent; certain it is, that at Jeruſalem we have 

the laſt Account of him, it being the Place of 

his 2Zarty-dom. The occaſion whereof was this: 

_ the C:ije Herod Agrippa, Son of Ariſtobulzus, and Grand- 
Filer fon to Herod the Great, having been lately made 
tragen King of Judaa, comes over from Rowe, to take | 
Poſſeſſion, and to manage the Affairs of his new | 
acquired Kingdom, And being deſirous upon | 

the Entrance of his Sovereignty, to inſinuate 
himſelf into the Favour of the Jews; he raiſed a a 

ſharp Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, whom 


he kuew the Jews hated ig the higheſt Peru | 
e An | 
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And that he might ruin the Church at one Blow, 

he ſeiz'd upon our Apoſtle, and without delay, 

condemn'd him to be put to Death. As he was 

led out to the Place of Execution, Clemens Alex- 

andrinus tells Us, that the Soldier that guarded 

him, (or rather his Accuſer) obſerving his un- 

daunted Courage, and immoveable Conſtancy, 

falling down at our Apoſtle's Feet, embraced 

Chriſtianity, and ſo both were beheaded at the #s 

ſame. time. And thus fell St. Jaws the Great; Pcath. 

the Apoſtolick Proto-Martyr, that laid down his 

Life, for the Teſtimony of the Goſpel. His 

Body was taken up and Interr'd at Jeruſalem, and Rae, 
| afterwards, (as ſome ſay) tranſlated to 1ria Fla- Burial. 
via, and from thence to Compoſtella. 
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J part o * 3 | er.20.tQ. 

, . * St. James 8 Dav. Ver. 29. 

f 20 | IO 

e | NOD, who made Man a Reaſonable Creature, 

1 and hath endow'd him with Faculties, 

whereby he is capable of Knowing and PraQti- 5 
- WF cing his Duty, hath appointed him a Work ang 9 
& WM Service ſuitable to theſe Faculties. He hath not Diligence 1 72 
e WM ſent any Perſon into the World to no purpoſe, in 0 Cal- | ll 
_- and only to take his Paſtime therein; but hath aſ- of Keie * 
n ſigned every Man ſome Honeſt Calling and Em- n. 8 
deployment, whereby, they may be ſerviceable 

32 UF to themſelves, and the reſt of their Fellow- 

m Creatures. Nay, ſuch is the Goodneſs of our 

e. } great Creator, that he does not only allow Us 

6-1 8 e to 
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to provide for the Neceſſities and Convenlences 
of this Life; but hath made it our Duty ſo to do. 


It is one of the Evangelical Precepts, That they | 
which have believed in GOD, ſhould be careful to 


maintain Good-works, (i. e.) to employ themſelves 
in the Works of an Honeſt Calling, for the Sup- 
port of their Families, and the Relief of thoſe 
who ſtand in need of their Aſſiſtance. And a- 
gain, (Epheſ. 4. 28.) Let him that ſole, ſteal no 
more, but rather let him Labour, working with hi; 


Hands, the thing which is good, The Senſe of 


which, is to oblige Us, to eugage our ſelves, in 
ſome Honeſt Calling and Employment. Accord- 
ingly, our Apoſtle St. Jau s, was brought u 


to the Trade of Fiſhing, and was very Induſtrious 


and Diligent in his Profeſſion. It was, indeed, 
an Employment, very mean and ſervile, very 
painful and laborious, and at the ſame time, 


made but a very ſmall return. But meanneſs is 


no Bar in GOD's way ; the Poor, (if Virtuous) 
are as dear to Heaven, as the Wealthy and the 


Honourable ; equally alike to him, with whom 
there is no reſpest of Perſons, No Employment is 
baſe, that's Honeſt and Induſtrious; nor can it be 
thought mean and diſreputable to work, either 


at the Spade, or the Anvil, when we conſider 
that the Son of GOD himſelf, work'd at the 


Trade of a Carpenter. Let no Man then, be | 


diſcourag'd at the Lowneſs, or ſink under the 
Difficulties of a mean Employment; for uſually, 
the Bleſſings of Heaven overtake Men in the way 


of an Honeſt and Induſtrious Diligence. Our 
Bleſſed LORD, no ſooner ſaw St. James, endea- 


vouring to get an Honeſt Livelihood, but he 
ſeem'd immediately to caſt a peculiar Honour 


vpon his Profeſſion, calling him from catching of 


agen 
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Fiſh, to be a Fiſher of Men, and to be a Glorious 
Inſtrument of Good to the Church. 3 
But, there are ſome Perſons, perhaps, whoſe Nene Ex- 
Birth and Condition, ſet them above the com- pred 
mon Employments of Life, and the Works of A 
ordinary Calling; and fo they think themſelves of 
exempted or excuſed from all Buſineſs, and al- 

low'd to live an unprofitable part of Mankind, 

becauſe they are ſo plentifully provided for. But, 

is it imaginable, that the wiſe Governour of the 
World, ſhould put ſo many excellent Inſtru- 

ments of Action into their Hands, only to make 

them leſs Active? That were to Accuſe the Di- 

vine Wiſdom of ſuch an unskilfal kind of Man- 
agement, as the ſhalloweſt Humane Providence 

falls not under. For, no Perſon, in his Wits, 

would be at the Care and Expence, to furniſh a 

Servant with all Materials and Utenſils for 

Work, with no other deſign, but that he may 


ipend his Time in Sleep or Riot. And therefore, 

Perſons of great Birth and Quality, have ſo much 

1 the greater Obligation, to be publickly Uſeful 

8 and Beneficial. (a) Thoſe, who are in a low 

e and private Sphere in the World, can only ſhine 

r to a few; but they that are Advanc'd to a great 

r height above Others, may like the Heavenly 

e Bodies, diſpenſe a general Light and Influence, 

e and ſcatter Happineſs and Bleſſings, among all 

e that are below tn em. AE 

A LET no Perſon therefore, of what Birth, or 5 1 
y © Neok, or Quality ſoever, imagine that his great bieh FX. 
ir Advantages of Life is a Patent for Sloth. For, ling. 
V 9 = „ 


0 2 


() Neque enim ita generali ſumus à Natura, ut ad 
Ludum & Jocum facti eſſe Videamur; ſed ad ſeverita- 
hy, em potius, & quædam Studia graviora atque Majora. 
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how exempt ſoever his Condition, be from the 


ordinary Care and Drudgery of Humane Life, 
he may find Work enough, wherein he may uſe. 


fully employ all his Time, and provide for his 


to their Country, and the Affairs of Govern. | 


own, and for the common Benefit of Mankind. 


Perſons of great Wealth, may be ſerviceable 


ment, and in the Care of Publick Juſtice, and 
may employ their Talent, in Preparing and 
Rendring themſelves more fit for this Service. 
But, as for thoſe who are in a lower Condition, 


they are oblig'd, by their Neceſlities, to follow 


Motives 
to Indu- 


firy. 


ſome Honeſt Calling, for a comfortable Subſi- 
itence in the World; and GOD Almighty re- 


quires, that they ſhould be Diligent and Indu- 

ſtrious in that particular Calling, wherein his 
Providence hath placed them. Beſides, by In- 
duſtry (ſays a learned Writer) we Imitate the | 


Bleſled Angels. For, among all the Orders of 


that Divine Hierarchy, we cannot find one Pa- | 
For, as the Spi- | 
rituality of their Eſſence, renders them more 
Agile and Active; ſo that Activity is perpetual- } 
ly exercis'd, in Employing the Divine Abilities 
they have receiv'd, to the Glory of GOD the 
Donor : and that, not only in bearing a part 
in that Celeſtial Choir, which inceſſantly ſings 
his Praiſes; but in the more laborious and ſer- 
vile Offices, of being miniſtring Spirits; yea, 
even to thoſe, to whom both in reſpect of Na- 
ture and Innocence, they are infigitely Superior. 
Moreover, as to the Advantages of this Life, 
Abſtractedly conſider' d; Solomon informs Us, 
that the Diligent Hand, maketh Rich, (Prov. 1o. 
4.) Rich in Eſtate, Rich in Knowledge. Seeſt 
toon a Man diligent in his Buſineſs (as the ſame 


tron or Preſident of Idleneſs. 


34 :/e Man Obſerves) he ſhall ſtand before Princes, 


be 
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he ſhall not ſtand before mean Men, (Prov. 22. 29.) 
And when the Roman Hiſtorians, deſcribe an ex- 
traordinary Man, this always enters into his 
Character, as an Eſſential part of it, that he was 
Incredibils Induſtria diligentia ſingulari, Of Incredi- 
ble Induſtry, of ſingular Diligence : And indeed, 
no Perſon whatſoever, can attain to any thing 
| extraordinary, without this Excellent and Come 
mendable Quality. | 


that we muſt be particularly careful, that our E 
Calling and Employment, do not interfere with 
thoſe Duties, (whether Publick or Private) which 
as Creatures and Chriſtians, we are obliged to 
render to our great Creator. When our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, call'd St. James from his Trade, he 
immediately left all, and followed him. He did 
not ſtay to diſpute his Commands, to argue the 
Probability of his Promiſe, or ſolicitouſly to en- 
aquire into the minute Conſequences of the Un- 
e dertaking, what Difficulties and Hazards might 
attend this new Employment; but readily deli- 
s vered up himſelf, to whatever Services he ſhould 
e M zppoint him. In the like manner, no Perſon 
t © that profeſſes Chriſtianity, ought to neglect his 
's MW Duty to GOD, for his ſecular Buſineſs. Alas 
Where can we be happier than in his Service, 
a, who impoſeth nothing on us, but what contri- 
- butes to our Welfare? Where can we be plac'd 
r. Y more to our own Advantage, then under his 
e, Guidance and Authority, who never permits 
s, any Perſon to ſerve him for nought, but hath 
o. engaged himſelf to recompence our Labour, with 
a cCrown of never-fading Glory ? If we do but 
ne I conſider the Vaſt, the Infinite Diſproportion, be- 
, Þ tween the beſt Things in this World, _ the 

lowel 


BUT after all, there is one thing conſidera- Religion, 
ble, which is of no ſmall Importance; that is, tbe grear 


ment of 
our Lives, 


— 
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loweſt Enjoyment in the Kingdom of Heaven, I 
believe, no Perſon can be ſo Amazingly ſtupid, as 
to Neglect the great Buſineſs of his Religion, for 

a few tranſitory Enjoyments. Whoſoever, (ſays 
our Bleſſed LORD) arinks of this Water, ſhall | 
thirſd again, (John 4. 13.) and we all find by re- 
peated Experiences, that it is ſo : for it is but a 
very little while, that the Pleaſure of any out- 
ward Enjoy ment continues; for till it hath pleas d 
Us, it is not a Pleaſure; and when it hath, it 
cCeaſes to be ſo: and ſoit dies as ſoon as it is 
Born, and its Nativity is only a Prelude to its 
Funeral. For, indeed, our preſent Life, is on- 
ly a time of Exerciſe, a ſhort ſtate of Probation | 
and Trial, in order to a durable and endleſs | 
State, in which we ſhall be immutably fix'd in 
Conclu- another World. And therefore, altho' Al- 
tion, mighty GOD, allows us to follow our ReſpeQive | 
Trades and Callings, and to be Induſtrious to- 
wards the Maintenance of our Selves and Fami- 
lies, yet, if they take up thoſe Portions of time, 
which are to be dedicated to our great Maſter's | 
Service, they are unwarrantable Encroachments | 
upon the Divine Prerogatives ; and conſequent- 
ly, very much unbecoming him that Profeſſes to 
love GOD, with all his Heart, Mind, Soul, and 
trength. And ſo, the beſt, the only ſure way of 
Qualifying our ſelves, for the Enjoyments of both 
Worlds, is to have our Fruit unto Holineſs,Camidſt | 
all the Occurrences of the World) and then 
without doubt, our End will be everlaſting Life. 


The 
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The Praver. 


The PaAvkk. 


NY ALMIGHTY Governor of Heaven and Earth! 
without whoſe Bleſſing and Providence, all our 
Labours are Vain and Unprofitable, and our Poſſeſ= 
ſſons are but bitter and Unpleaſant. Let thy Bleſ- 
ſing, 1 moſt bumbly beſeech Thee, deſcend upon me 
thy Servant, and Proſper me in that particular State 
and Employment, wherein thou in thine Infinite Good- 
neſs, baſt thought fit to place me. For, I ſtedfaſtly 
reſolve to reſign my ſelf, and all that belongs to me, 

_ abſolutely to the Condutt of thy Holy Spirit, totally re- 


nowncing my whole Will and Aﬀettions, Juclinations 
ud Intereſts, whenever they come in competition with 
; ny Duty to Thee. Teach me, O compaſſionate Fa- 


ther! to be content in all States and Conditions of 
Life. T ake from me all Vain and Superfiuous Cares, 
und Solicitudes; and ſince thon haſt been graciouſly 
„dead to Promiſe that thou wilt make a ſufficient Pro- 

viſion for me; Grant, that I may rely in all things 


5 J - thy All-wiſe and Un-errins Providence, Take 
# from me, O Lord! all Deſire of Superfluities, which 


ſerve only to ſatisfie the Senſes, and miniſter to Vice; 
and let me reſt fully content with ſuch Conveniences, 
as will ſuſtain me in this my Earthly Pilgrimage. 
And Grant, then when thou ſhalt be pleaſed to call me, 
I may willingly quit all my Worldly Affections to fol- 
low Thee, in whom alone 1s Pleaſure and true Satis- 
faction. That ſo at the laſt, I may be rewarded with 
an Eternal Weight of Glory, in thy Manſions of Bliſs, 
thro* the Merits, and Interceſſion of my Bleſſed Sa- 

vour, Amen. „„ 
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CANT, O merciful GOD! that as thine Holy 


Apoſtis St. JAMES, leaving his Father, and all | 
that he 1 ee delay, was obedient unto the 
Calling of thy Son JESUS CHRIST, and followed 


him; Ikorſaking all Worldly and Carnal Affection, 


may be evermore ready to follow thy holy Command- 
ments, thro' N CHRBT our LORD. Amen. BY 
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St. Bartholomew's N oi 
e I. 

DAY. II. 1 ob. i. 1 

HAT St. BARTHOLOMEW was one of the St. SAX. 4 
Twelve, we have ſufficient Intimations in L- 14 
the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, tho' mention'd by ſome with 1 
different Name; for that Nathaniel, whom John Natha. 1 


the Evangeliſt joins with Philip, at their firſt niel. 

coming to CHRIST, is doubtleſs the ſame Per- 

ſon, which the other three Evangeliſts, men- 

tion by the Name of BaRTHOTLOMREW; which may 

de ſuppos'd, to be rather a Denomination from 

his Family, than his own proper Name: for as 

Peter, is called Bar-Jonah, that is, the Son of Jo- 

nah: ſo Nathaniel, might be called Bartholomew, 

as it were Bar-tolmai, that is, the Son of Tolmai, lis 

which ſome will have to be the Son of Prolomy, Name, 

and thence take Occaſion to derive his Pedigree denne. 

from the Prolomies of Egypt, probably upon no 

other Ground, then the meer Analogy and 

Sound of the Name; for this ſeems to be inconſi- 

ſent with what the Evangeliſts Unanimouſiy 

ſpeak of Nathaniel, namely, that he was of Cana 

in G - 5 

IHE Evangelical Hiſtory, takes very little 

notice of this Apoſtle, more than the bare men- 5 

tion of his Name; whatever his Trade or Courſe ,;;- pr 

of Life was (tho in all probability a Fiſher-man) coming 10! 

he, being conducted by Philip, received 8 CHRIST. 
aviour 
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Saviour at his firſt Approach this Honourable 
Character, That he was a true Iſraelite indeed, in 


whom there was no Guile, A Man of down- right 


Aud Con- 
verſe with 
bim. 


Honeſty and Sincerity, without any of the Artz 
or Methods of Deceit, and one that waited for 
Redemption in Iſrael. Our Apoſtle was ſtrange. | 


Iy ſurpriz'd, that our LORD ſhould immediately | 


know him, whoſe Face he had never before 


ſeen. But JESUS told him, that he ſaw him 


under the Fig-tree, before Philip call'd him. 
Whereupon, he confeſs'd, that JESUS was the 


promiſs'd Meſſiah, ſo often foretold by Moſes | 


and the Prophets; and the Omniſcient Son of 


GOD, whom he had appointed to be the King 


ThePlaces 
were be 
'Preach'd. 


and Governor of his Church. | 

AS to the Travels of this Apoſtle, for the Pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel, he is thought to have 
Preach'd in the hither India, or Arabia Felix, 


and to have laid the firſt Foundation of the 


Church there: and for a Confirmation thereof, 
Euſebins tells Us, that Pantænus (a Celebrated | 
Stoical Philoſopher) after his Converſion to 
Chriſtianity, being very deſirous to propagate ! 
the Goſpel in the Eaſtern Countries, took a Jour- 
ney into ſome Parts of India; where he found the 


_ Goſpel of St. Matthew written in Hebrew, which 


The Place 
of bs 
Martyr- 
dom. 


our Apoſtle had left behind him. After this, 


he was at Hierapolis with Philip, where he nar- 


rowly eſcap'd Martyrdom. From thence he re- 
mov'd into Lycaonia, and laſt of all to Albanople, 
in the greater Armenia, or rather Albania, | 


City upon the Caſpian Sea; and miſerably over: - 


grown with Idolatry: From which, while he 
thought to reclaim the Inhabitants, he was laid 
hold on by the Governor of the Place (not en- 


during that any ſhould go about to alter their 


Eſtabliſh'd Religion) and was (as ſome 7 
ſt | 
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firſt Flea'd alive, and then Crucified with his 
Head downwards; which Puniſhment he chear- A1 
fully under-went, Comforting and Confirming Death. 
the Gentile Converts, to the laſt Minute of his 

Life. HisFeaſt; according to the Ancient Mar- 
tyrologies, is to be kept, on the 24th of Auguſt, 

but the Greeks Obſerve it, on the 11th of June. 
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'© Moc too many other Inſtances of the ſad 
r. 


A. Corruption and Degeneracy of the Age 
wherein we live, the great and general want of 
Sincerity and plain Dealing, is none of the leaſt. 
The World is grown ſo full of Diſſimulation and 
Hypocrifie, that Men's Words are hardly any 
?anjfication of their Thoughts; and they have 
ſo far perverted the Uſe of Speech, that the 
largeſt part of the Converſation of Mankind, and 
of their Intercourſe with one another, is little 
elſe, but Falſhood and Deceit. But, certainly, 
the Wifer any Man 1s, the more clearly will he 
diſcern the Enormity of this Vice, and how ſer- 
viceable Sincerity is, to all the noble Ends and 
Purpoſes of Humane Life. Every Man that Va- 
Ines Truth and Integrity, according to their In- 
trinſick Worth, muſt needs allow them, to be 
Arguments of a great and generous Sonl, and 
the higheſt Character and Commendation of a 
good Man. When our Bleſſed Saviour, ſaw Na- 
'9zricl coming towards him, he broke out iato 
Ec | ſome 
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St. BA®- ſome kind of Wonder upon the Occaſion, as if 
Syd to ſee a Man of Perfect Integrity and Simplicity, | 
nen was an Occurrence very rare and unuſual ; and | 
Patrers of therefore, he entertains him with this Honour- 
Sincerity. able Fncomium, Behold, an Iſr aelite indeed! in 
whom there is no Guile, *T1s true, the whole Na- 
tion of the Jews, were Iſraelites by Natural De- 
ſcent; but our Saviour ſpeaks here, in the moſt 
Excellent and Emphatical Senſe, as being a Per- 
ſon who reſembled good old Jacob, the Father 
of his Nation, in the Sincerity of his Piety, and 
the Simplicity of his Temper and Diſpoſition, 
So that, to be an Vraelite indeed, is to be a Man of 
a real, ſubſtantial, and unaffected Piety; one of 
Univerſal Honeſty and Integrity: or, to take it 
in the moſt comprehenſive meaning, One that 
heers a Conſcience, void of Offence, both toward. 
GOD, and towards Man. i 
S'ncerity SINCE therefore, the very Life, and Soul of 
toward, Religion, is Sincerity, I ſhall briefly conſider 
GOD. it, as it reſpects both God, and Man. As it re- 
ſpects GOD, it imparts a ſincere and hearty Be- 
lief of all the Divine Attributes; and that our 
Apprehenſions, Affections, and Demeanour to- 
wards our great Creator, be ſuitable to his Glo- 
rious Perfections. It requires, that we pay the ſpe- 
cial Honour that is due to GOD, in the Eſteem 
and Veneration of our Minds, in the Subjection of 
ur Wills, and in the Aſcent of our Affections to 
him as their proper Object. That we have an 
entire Faith in his Word, a firm Hope in his 
Promiſes, a Holy Jealouſie for his Honour, a 
Religions Care in his Service: And that the out- 
ward Expreſſions of our Piety and Obedience to 
bim, in every particular, be the genuine Iſſue 
of our inward Apprehenſions of him, and Aﬀe- | 
ctions towards him. And this, no doubt, - | 
| bat | 
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what our Saviour intended in the Character of 
Nathaniel: for, when St. Philip invited him to 
come and ſee FESUS of Nazareth, he did not Ob- 


Honeſt and Sincere Mind, he only excepted a- 
gainſt the Place Nazareth, knowing Bethlehers of 


Judea, to be the Place fore-told by the Prophets, 
where the promiſed Meſſiah ſhould be born. 


However, he was not ſo far carried away by a 
popular Prejudice, as to make no farther Enqui- 


Ty concerning our Saviour, but was eaſily per- 


ſwaded to go and ſee him; Whereupon, he was 
fully ſatisfied, that he was the Omniſcient Son of 
_ GOD, and the King of 1/ael. In the like man- 


I ner, every Perſon, who pretends to Sincerity 
Y towards GOD, ought to receive the Truths of 


Chriſtianity, with an Impartial and Unpreju- 


to Practice; for (as I once heard a very Inge- 
nious Perſon ſay) there are many, who with an 
Honeſt Simplicity, arrive at the calm and peace- 
able Regions of the Bleſſed, whilſt Others are 
contending about the Way thither. The Law 
of Chriſtianity, is Eminently and Tranſcendent- 
ly, call'd, The Truth, and, The Word of Truth; 
and in nothing more ſurpaſſes all the Doctrines, 
and Religions in the World, than in this: and 
therefore, *tis Amazing, that Men ſhould diſ- 


ble! Chriſtianity, is known in Scripture, by no 
Name ſo ſignificantly, as by the S:mplicity of the 
Goſpel ; and does it not conſequently, look like 


for any one to pretend it Lawful, to quarrel a- 
ee bond 


jet againſt the meanneſs of his Original, the 
low Condition of his Parents, or the Poverty of 
his Circumſtances in the World; but having an 


pute ſo earneſtly about that which is Indiſputa- 


the greateſt Paradox, and Prodigy in Nature, 


diced Mind. They ſhould lay aſide all Contro- Contro- 

verſies in Religion, and turn their Diſputes l in 
eligion, 

to be laid 
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bout doubeful and uncertain Opinions? Would 
but Men be ſincere towards GOD, they would 


be fo much delighted and taken up, with the bet- 


ter Work, of ſerving him in Spirit and in Truth, 
that they could not find leaſure to Employ their 


Time, about things which are at ſo great a di- 


Sincerity 
Iowar.ts 


Men. 


come to treat of it, as it regards Men. 
is a truly üncere Man, who gives the World an 


{tance from the Life and Heart of Religion, as 


molt of thoſe Queſtions are, which Chriſtians, at 


this Day, contend and wrangle about. Men 
may be very Nice and Scrupulous about Matters 
of Faith, and yet be groſs and odious (a) Hypo- 
crites. The Phariſee may ſtand fair for the Re- 
putation of Zeal, and a more than ordinary ex- 


actneſs in Religion, and yet be far from an //- 


raclite indeed; for the Character that our Saviour 
gives of ſuch a one, (in the Perfon of Nathaniel) 
iS, that he is without Guile, Let Us not then, ſo 
ule the Means of Religion, as to neglect and loſe 


the main End of it; but let every Perſon, wo 


would approve the Integrity of his Heart to 
GOD, impartially regard all the Divine Laws, 
and every part of his Duty; for without this, all 
gutward Acts of Piety and Devotion, are Hy- 
pocriſie: a Picture of Religion, and a Form of 
Codlincſe, without the Life and Power of it. 

HAVING thus briefly conſider'd the great 
Virtue of Sincerity, as it reſpects GOD; I now 
He then, 


Aſlurance, by the conſtant tenour of his Practice, 


that he makes a Conſcience of his Ways; that he 


ſcorns to do an unworthy, or a baſe thing; to 
ye, to defraud, or to undermine an other's In- 


tereſt, | 


— 


, Hypocrita ef, qui Theatro alienam Per ſonam aſ- 
ſumit. F. Baſt, 


For St. BaRTHOLOMEw's Day. 


tereſt, by any Sinifter or Inferior Arts. That 


Perſon, is an Hraelite indeed, whoſe Tongue is 


always the Interpreter of his Mind, and his Ex- 
preſſions, the lively Image of his Thoughts and 


Affections; who diſcovers himſelf, in a conſtant 


Plainneſs and honeſt Openneſs of Behaviour, and 


whoſe outward Actions, are all exactly agreeable 


to his inward Purpoſes and Intentions. Such a 
Man, is highly to be valued, and to be had in 


Honour, by all thoſe that are round about him. 


For, there is not any thing in the World, reflects 


a greater Luſtre upon a Man's Perſon, than to 
be Plain, Juſt, and Sincere in his Dealings; and 
there is not any thing ſhines brighter, than an 
Honeſt, Clear, and Well-meaning Heart, and 


that even in the Eyes of thoſe who are void of 


it. But, on the contrary, there 1s not a greater 
Obje& of Scorn and Contempt, than the Hy- 


_ pocrite : His Company is juſtly look'd upon as 


a Diſgrace, and no Body can own a Friendſhip 


for him, without being an Enemy to himſelf, 


He that telleth Lyes (ſays David) ſhall not tarry 
in my fight, (Pſalm 101. 7.) and indeed, ſuch a 
Perſon, ought to be exil'd from all worthy and 
creditable Converſe : to betotally abandon'd by 


every Man of Senſe and Conſideration. But, 


beſides this, the Fraudulent and Deceitful Per- 
ſon, not only brands himſelf with a laſting, in- 
delible Character, of Ignominy and Reproach, 
but he is put to a thouſand ſhifts, to palliate his 
Fraud, and to be thought an honeſt Man. No 
Body, would Lye and Equivocate, did he ima- 
zine that his Fallacies were tranſparent: an open 
Knave, is a moſt ridiculous Fool; becauſe he at 
once deſtroys both his Deſigns, and his Reputati- 
on. And therefore, the Hypocrite, is forc'd to be 
always upon his Guard, and to be very circum- 
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ſpect, leſt he ſhould contradict his own Preten- 


ſions; and without doubt, his Invention muſt 
needs be upon the Rack, having ſo many contra- 


dictory Ends to bring together. But, however, 


let him take all imaginable Care, to ſet a good 
Face upon Neceſſity; at laſt, his ſubtil Tricks, 
and Politick Devices, will be detected, to his ever- 
laſting Shame and Reproach : he may, perhaps, 
at preſent, appear like the Self- Adoring PHriſee; 
but Truth (however clouded for a Time) will 
break thro' all Miſts, and gloriouſly expand and 
ſhew it ſelf, to the Diſgrace and Confuſion of 
its moſt formidable Oppoſers : And, then, how 


| ſneakingly wuſt the poor Wretch look, to find 


himſelt both guilty and baffled too! A Knave, 


without Luck, is certainly the worſt Trade in 


the World; but Truth, and Sincerity, make the 


Face of that Perſon ſhine, who ſpeaks and owns 
them: and are, in a Word, the Nobleſt and 


moſt commendable Qualities, that a Rational 


Motives 


19 Pra- 
ctice. 


Creature can be endu'd with. 


and coniider'd, will, (I hope) help to Illuſtrate 
the great Virtue of Sincerity, both towards 


GOD and Man. Let Us then, begin (on this 


very Day) to endeavour after this Excellent 
Quality. Let us expreſs our Sincerity towards 
GOD, by being in a continual readineſs, to re- 
ceive and execute the Divine Commands, and 


dy maxing Uſe of Religion, to no End, but what 


nas an immediate Tendency, to the Honour and 


Glory of our great Creator. Let us not make 


a doaſting of our good Works, nor blow a 
_ Irumpet when we give Alms; but let Us en- 
deavour After the Reality of Religion, always 


remembring, that a Sincere Piety, doth not con- 


It in Shew, but Subſtance ; not in Appearances 
ut 


ALL which things, ſeriouſly laid together, 
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but in Effet. Let us thankfully Admire, the 


Admirable Diſpenſations of the Divine Provi- 
dence towards Us; and let us Praiſe and Adore 
the Almighty, for all the Glorious Manifeſta- 
tions of his tender Mercies, with an unfeigned 
Heart; continually expreſſing our Deſires, 


by our utmoſt Endeavours, that GOD's Will 


may be done in Earth, as it 1s, by the Bleſſed 
Angels, in the Kingdom of Heaven. And to 
the Sincerity of our Piety towards GOD, 
let us add Integrity towards one Another; by 


which, the common Intercourſe of the World 
mult be carried on. Let Us carefully avoid, all 
Lying and Equivocation, and be really Honeſt, 


Juſt, and Sincere in all our Dealings. For, the 
Almighty, ſeems to ſtate the Condition of Men's 


Entrance into Glory, chiefly upon their Fidelity 


and Veracity. Who ſhall dwell in thy Tabernacle ? 


(faith the Pſalmiſt) or, who ſhall reſt upon thy holy 


Hill? To which the Reply is, He that leadeth an 


Uncorrupt Life, and doth the thing which is Right, 


SO 


and ſpeaketh the Truth from his Heart. (Pſalm 15. 


12.) Whereas, on the contrary, Lyars and Hy- 
pocrites, are Inſtanc'd in Scripture, as a ſort of 
Sinners, that ſhall have the ſharpeſt Torments, 


and the fierceſt Damnation. For, when our 
Saviour, would ſet forth the great Severity of the 


Lord, towards the Evil Servant, He expreſleth 
it thus: He ſhall cut him aſunder, aud appoint 
im his Portion with Hypocrites (Matt. 24. 51.) 
{o that the Portion of Hypocrites, ſeems to be made 
the Meaſure and Standard of the higheſt Puniſh- 
ment. Therefore, whatever we ſay or do, let 
it be Sincere; for he will be true to his Word, 
who cannot Lye. 
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The Praves. 


The PRAVYER. 


C2 THOU great Searcher of Hearts! The 

GOD co the Spirits of all Fleſh! whoſe Eyes 
are uren ail the Mays of the Sons of Men, from the 
very Iiiſtunt of their Entrance into this Werld, to 
that of their Departure cut of it, that thou mayſt 
render toetery Man, according to his Deeds. Grant 
we, O LORD. I eſeech Thee, thy Aſſiſtins Grace, 
to enable me to put in Practice all the Duties of my 
Religion, with a pure and unfeigned Heart. Fe- 
moc e far from me, ail thoſe vicious Diſpoſition:, 
which might give cffence to theſe Eyes, that cannot 
behold Iniquity; and Implant in me all thoſe Heaven- 
ly Verrxc:, in which the GOD of Purity delights, 
Thov, O LORD: knoweſt all my Deſire, and 
underſtandeſt my Thoughts afar off: Thou per- 


fecthj diſcerneſt how Holy and Upright, how Sincere 


and Unvyaſ”d, all my Deſigns and Intentions are, 
rear di thee on hom no diſguiſe can Impoſe. There- 
fore, Itutreat Thee, by the moſt enlarged Bowels of 
try Indulg ent Mercy, to reform all the Powers and 
Faculties of my Soul, that my Underſtanding may 
rightly Apprehend Thee, my Vill chooſe Thee, my 
Memory retain and meditate upon Thee, and my 
whele Heart cleave to Thee with immoveable Stedfaſt- 
reit, and a moſt ſenſible Delight, Likewiſe, I beg 
cf Tyree, who doſt love Truth, axd hate a Lye as 
perſecily Diabolical, that thou would'ſt purge my 
Heart from all Hypecriſie and Unſincerity towards 
* Neighbour, ard inſtill into my Soul, an unalter- 
able Love of Truth, that nothing may tempt me to 
atv iate from en entire Veracity, in all my Dealings, 
and Converſation with Men, That ſo, when the 
Secrets of all Hearts ſhall te diſcleçd, I may ap- 


. 


truly 
Beſee 
whicl 
the { 
Ame— 


The e. 


pear Pure and Unblamable, and partake of thoſe Ri- 
vers of Pleaſures, which thou haſt promis'd to thoſe 
who ſincerely Love and Fear Thee, thro' the Merits 
and Mediation of my Bleſſed Saviour, FESUS 
CHRIST. Amen. 


—_ 8 


The Corutcr. 


O ALMIGHTY and Everlaſting GOD! who did'it : 


give to thy Apoſtle BARTHOLOMEW, Grace 
truly to Believe, and to Preach thy Word: Grant, I 
Beſeech Thee, unto thy Church, to Love that Word 
v-hich he Believ d, and both to Preach, and receive 


the fame, through JESUS CHRIST, our LORD. 


Amen. 
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; Morn! ar 
Morning. I. Leſſon | 
Pſalm. UPON  JEel.35. | 
105. by | | N 

„ 4 vening. 
Everin;. St. Matthew's Day. / I. Leto: | 
Wo -- fFele.: 3%. 
| | | II. 1 Cor.s, 1 


St. MAT. AT. Marrutw, (who is alſo named Levi) was 
an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; the Son of a cer- 
tain Few named Alpheus, and Mary, Kinſwoman 
We have no certain Ac- 
Profeſſion count of the Place of his Birth, but in all pro- 
bability,he was a Galilean. He was by Profeſſion : 

a Publican, or Toll-gatherer to the Romans: An 

Office extremely Scandalous and Odious, upon 

the Account of the great Extortion practis'd by | 

them, to make their Places more Advantageous 

and Gainful ; infomuch, that Pablicans and Sin- 

ners were Synonimous Terms among the Jem, 

and it was a common Proverb among the Gen- 

tiles, That all Publicans, were Extortioners and 

Of this Trade, as (I ſaid before) was 
our Apoſtle and Evangeliſt. But, as he was one 
Day in his Office by the Sea ſide, gathering the 
Cuſtoms, dve from ſuch as trafick'd upon the 


THEW his 
Names, 


— nd to the Bleſſed Virgin. 


Thicves. 


Lake, our Saviour happer'd to paſs by, who 


ſeeing him ſir at the Receipt of Cuſtom, (according 


Hus Cal io to his uſual manner of Calling Diſciples) bid 


be 4 Diß him, Fellow him, MarTatw, (tho? doubtleſs in- 


able. cumber d with much Bulineſs, yet being touch'd | 
by the Divine Power) forſook his Gainful Em- 
plwKẽymeut, and by becoming our LORD's Diſ- 
And bis ciple, emvrac'd a more Spiritual way of Com- 


ray O. merce and Traffick. And to ſhew that he was 
not dii.opteuted at his Change, he made a pu 
| Vale- 


Vale 
his V 
nous 
pany 


Phari 


why 


ſuch 
2 Pre 
told 
7 y ſi 
not te 
(Mat 
ny V 
Soul: 
A 
the [ 
ſtola 
LOR 
Year 
ſaid 

then 
Mult 
very 
at la 


Upon St. Matthew's Dar. T4 


valediQory Feaſt at his Houſe, and together with Ze mates 


his Maſter ; he invited ſeveral Publicans and hai- 4 Feaſt. 
nous Sinners. The ſight of which mixd Com- 
pany, was a great Offence to the Scribes and 
Phariſees, and therefore they ask'd the Diſciples, 


why their LORD would Eat and Drink, with 


ſuch Profligate Wretches ; Perſons Infamous to 

a Proverb? But when our Saviour heard it, hne 
told them, That They who were Whole, needed no And our 

Phyſician, but they that were Sick; and that he came Saviour's 
nat to Call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, 2 e 
(Matt. 9. 12, 13.) intimating, that his Compa- e 
ny was moſt ſuitable, where the Neceſlities of 
Souls did moſt require it. 


ABOUT a Year after St. MarrhEw's Call to 


rilees. 


the Diſcipleſhip, he was Elected to the Apo- 


ſtolate, and continued with the reſt till our 
LOROD's Aſcenſion; and then for about eight 
Years he Preach'd in Judea. After that, tis The Places 
ſaid that he travell'd into Parthia, and from where he 
thence went into Æthiopia, where he converted Freach d. 
Multitudes to Chriſtianity. But having been 
very diligent ia the Propagation of the Goſpel, 
at laſt, he ſuffered Martyrdom, in the City of Hi 
Naddaber, in the Aſiatick Athiopia, but the Death. 
Time and Manner of his Death is very Uncer- 
tain : tho' ſome affirm, that he was ſlain with an 
Halbert. | 

ONE Book, which our Apoſtle has left up- 
on Record, is, what he calls by the Name of 
Evayſiazey, OT Goſpel ; becauſe it brought Joyful Hi Got- 
and Happy Tidings to Mankind, namely, Par- pci 
don and Redemption by the Blood of JESUS. 
t was written at the Requeſt of the Femiſþ 
Converts, and as Epiphanius adds, by the ap- 
pointment of the Apoſtles, about eight Years % 4 
ifter the Death of CHRIST ; though Nice- 115, wry. 

OLD, pPhora ten. 
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phorus makes it fifteen after his Aſcenſion. Pri 
But without Diſpute, it muſt needs have YI dee 
been written before the Diſperſion of the A. We 
poſtles, becauſe St. Bartholomew took it along I Per 
with him into Ida, and left it there. It waz ber! 


Compos'd written Originally in Hebrew, which Copy has Tre 
by him in been long fince loſt, but the Greek Verſion YI men 
Hebrew. remains, being made in the Time of the A- has 
poſtles, but by whom it was done, we can is h. 

but barely conjecture. Some Attribute it to the 

St. John; Others to St. James, Biſhop of Jeru- wee 

ſalem. However, it imports not much, whe- unde 

ther it was Tranſlated by an Apoſtle, or ſome MF inde 
Diſciple ; lince the Apoſtles unanimouſly ap- J We: 

prov'd of the Verſion, and the Church has JF moſt 

ever received the Greek Copy for Authentick, Poor 

and repoſed it in the ſacred Canon. mor. 

au Feaſt. The Feaſt of our Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, up | 
is, in the Creek Church, kept on the 165th of them 
Not ember ;, but the Latin Church Celebrates: it, and 


on the 2 11 of September, Jof tl 
aift 

125 great 

8 Riſes 

| E 5 3 Inter 

Epiſtle. CONSIDERATIONS A Goſpel. dance 
2 Cor. 4. ä | Mat. Js | but d 
from 7 F O | from | | 

Yer. t.t0 V. g. to Dyes 


Ver. 7. J St. Marruew 8 Dav. Ver. 14. Hy; 


'S all the Vices and Immoralities incident | at's 
to Humane Nature, there is not one, that gredi 
has a greater tendency to the Infelicity of Man- Indi 
kind, both in this World, and in the Other, Ind , 
Cor tou than the Inordinate Love of Riches. Covetoul- | on © 
nels, tie neſs, is certainly, the Root of all Evil, and the eg 


V. 
. of Original of all Injuftice 3 it being an unmerci 
| pPrinci- 


— — — 


For St. MarrnEw's Davy. 


Principle, that will Pity or Spare none. Tis in- 
deed, one of the greateſt Incendiaries in the 
World ; from which proceed Frauds, Wars, 
Perjuries, Treaſon, Diſcord, Ambition, Rob- 


beries, Piracies, Publick Tumults, Domeſtick 


Treacheries, Corruptions in the Seat of Judg- 


ment; and in a Word, 'tis a Diſtemper, that 
has ſuch variety of uncertain Symptoms, that it 


is hard to know what Cauſe to Aſcribe to it: 


the Theory of it, is as difficult as the Cure, and 


we can only ſay, that the Soul has contracted, 
under it, a very malignant Diſeafe. Many, 
indeed, are the Temptations and Snares of 
Wealth, but above all, Covetouſneſs 1s the 
moſt Abſurd and Myſterious ; for the Miſer is 


4*5 


Poor, let his Bags be never ſo full; and the. The Folly 
more he has, the more he Covets. He heaps 9 


up Riches, not to enjoy them, but to have 


them; Starves himſelf in the midſt of Plenty, 
ind moſt unnaturally Cheats and Robs himſelf, 
of that which is his own; and makes a hard 
nift to be as Wretched and Miſerable with a 
great Eſtate, as any Man can be without it. He 


Riſes early, and Sits up late, and purſues his 


Intereſt, with a conſtant, indefatigable Atten- 
dance: He never knows when he has ſufficient, 
but drudges on to the very laſt Minute, and ſo 
Dyes in his Slavery. And now, is not this a 
tolly, which a wiſe Perſon would think Incre- 
ible, had he not frequent Demonſtrations of 
the Reality hereof ? ls it not very prepoſterous, 
that a Man ſhould have all the Materials and In- 
zredients of a worldly Felicity at his Command, 
ind in his Power, and yet, not have the Skill 
ind Ability, to frame to himſelf, a Happy Condi- 
on of Life out of them? Had ſuch a one all the 
*alth of Crefus, the good Fortunes of Cæſar, 

or 


CoNnSIDERATIONS 
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or the Dominions of Alexander, they would ſig- 
nify nothing to him, any farther than to Hu- 
mour the Deſires of an Extravagant Fancy; 
which are ſo far from being quench'd, that they 
are but the more enflam'd by Enjoyment. There- 
fore, let me Adviſe all Perſons, of ſuch an unhap- 
St. A7. py Temper, to follow the Example of St. Mar- 


THE!/”'s Taew, Who left all his Riches and Poſſeſſions, 


3 all his Splendid Acquiſitions, and Preferments, 
to become our LORD's Diſciple, and to make 


the inviſible Joys of another World, his great- 


eſt Gain. He was a Man of a plentiful Eſtate, 
engaged ina very Advantageous Trade, promp- 
ted by Covetous luclinations, and theſe con- 
_ firmed by long Habits and Cuſtoms. But yet, 


notwithſtanding all this, no ſooner did our Sa- 


viour Call, but he renounced his gainful In- | 
comes, and employ'd himſelf in the Service of 
ie Wig bis great LORD and Maſter. This was, cer- 


dom tbere- tainly, a very Wiſe and Prudent Exchange! 


of. For, all the Riches in the World, are too emp- | 


ty and diſſatisfactory, to ſatisfie the Deſires of an 
Immortal Soul. 


Precarious Grounds, for that cannot be an End 


{ſuitable to a Rational Nature; but he that can 


make his Duty his Delight, that can Feaſt, and 


Pleaſe, and Careſs his Mind, with the Pleaſures | 
and 6 


of worthy Speculations, or vertuous Practices, 
is the only Wiſe, and Happy Man; for this is a 


Pleaſure, High, Rational, and Angelical, ſuch 


an one, as proclaims a Jubilee to the Mind, as 
| affords a Fore-taſt of Heaven, and an Earneſt 
bf a Bleſſed Eternit. 
iat we 
Ws = Bea St. MatTuzw, furniſhes Us, with this very uſe- 


thence, ful Conſideration, That the greateſt Sinners, 


He therefore, that builds his 
Felicity upon a great Eſtate, goes upon very | 


| AND now, to proceed: The Converſion of | 
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are not excluded the Lines of Divine Grace; 
nor can any (if Penitent) have juſt Reaſon to 
Deſpair, when Publicans and Sinners are taken 
in. The Goodneſs and Kindneſs of the Al- 
mighty, is the Foundation of all our Hopes; 
and thro' his Infinite Mercy, we may obtain 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins. Mercy and Forgive- 
neſs, are GOD 's peculiar Poſſeſſion; a Princi- 
pal part of his Name; (Fxod. 24. 6.) the chief- 
eſt of his Attributes; and inſeperably annex'd 
to his Eſſence: and therefore, the Sins of his 
Creatures, cannot make any Change in him. 
He can work ſo Powerfully upon the Minds of 
Men, by his Grace, and holy Spirit, as to con- 
vince the moſt Obſtinate; and ſuppoſing them 
to be Convinc'd, and Repent, moſt Infallibly 
they will be Forgiven. Our Saviour's Sum- 
mons, accompanied with the Divine Grace, 
enabled St. MarTyew, to quit his Covetous De- 
ſires, and to conquer all Oppoſitions, that 
would have hindred him from the Performance 
of his Duty. Thus we ſee, that GOD, who 
is Omniſcient, can look through all the dark 
Corners of the Soul of Man, all the Windings 
and Turnings, and various Workings of his 
Faculties; and diſcern how, and by what 
means they are to be wrought upon; and 
what prevails upon them, and what does not: 
and fo; if we will, but by a ſtedfaſt Reſolution, 
cloſe in with the Suggeſtions of GOD's Holy 
Spirit, he will be ready to forgive Us the Pu- 
niſhment, due to our Sins, and to cleanſe Us 
from all our Iniquities. Our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, hath not made the Way to Eternal Life, 
difficult to any of Us, with a Deſign to make Us 
Miſerable; but that we, by a Vigorous Reſo- 
I iution, and unwearied Diligence, and a Pa- 
= | tient 
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+ 5 CONSIDERATIONS, Oc. 


tient continuance in Wel-doing, might win and 


wear a more Glori-2us Crown, and be fit to 


receive a more ample Reward, from his Boun- 


ty and Goodneß, in the Regions of Bliſs, and 


Immortality. 


Tke I:fu- THE conſideration whereof, ought to make 


ence ii Us immediately call in the Auxiliaries of Di- 
ought to vine Grace, to enable us (with St. Marrhgw) 
have en to follow the C aptain of our Salvation, with 
sur Lives. 7 
indefatigable Vigour; and to reſign all our 
Temporal Intereſts, whenever they come in 
Competition with our Duty to GOD. It 


_ ought to be a prevalent Argument with Us, to 


yield a ready and chearful Obedience to all 


the Divine Laws; which is certainly, the 
moſt Reaſonable and Wiſe, the moſt Com- 
fortable and Compendious Courſe, that any 
Man can take in crder to his own Happineſs. 


Coreiuſi Let us then, daily and inceſſantly Pray to 


on. GOD for his Grace, to diſpoſe our Minds, 
and to direct all our Skill and Knowledge, to 
the Promotion of a good Life. Let Us beg 

of him, to convince Us of the Infinite Vani- 


ty, and Folly, of placing our Happineſs, and 


Content, in Riches and Honour. And, with- 
al, let Us Conſider, the vaſt diſproportion be- 


teen the beſt Things of this World, and 


the Largeneſs, the Immenſity of our Capaci- 


ties and Appetites, which are to be ſatisfi- | 
ed with nothing leſs than Infinity. And con- 


{equently, let Us Propoſe to our ſelves, bet- 
ter Objects of Content, than any this World 


can afford Us, and endeavour to be Rich to- 1 
wards GOD in this Life, and to Arrive at | 
the Bliſsful Enjoyment of him in the Other; 
In whoſe Preſence, is fulneſs of Foy, and at wheſe 


Riglthand are plæaſ⸗ es fer Ecermere. 


Iz 


THE | 


all co: 


rifick } 


"The PaArER. 


The PRAVER. 


FY ALMIGHTY and moſt Merciful GOD and 


Saviour | whoſe Pomerful Call, drew Mar- 


THEW the Publican, from the very Receipt of Cu- 
ſtom, to become an Eminent Apoſtle, and Evange- 
lift in the Church. Grant me, I moſt tumbly be- 
ſeech Thee, thy Aſſiſting Grace, that I may never 
rum from the Embraces of a loving Saviour; nor re- 
ject the Offers of a moſt Indulgent Hel) Spirit: bar 
that I may with a Brave and Generous Reſolution, 
leave all my Temporal Advantages to come to Thee. 
Ido Believe, dear FESUS | the Benefit is great 
T forſake my Evil Ways, whilſt thy Grace is freely 
offer'd to all the World: and I know the Danger is 
dreadful, if I defer any longer; and therefore, O 


LORD! I return to Thee without Delay, 0 


remember not how long I have ſtay d, but conſider 
hom little Time I have left, and by thy Al'-Pon er ful 
Help, make my Work ſhort and eaſie, propertionable 
ro my Time and Strength. O“ let me not any mere, 


place my Joy and Happineſs upon the good Things of 


this Life; which periſh and cannot ſatisſie; but in 
Thee, the eternal Fountain of all Felicity. Turn the 
Vehemence of my Deſires upon the right Object, and 
male me Contented, and Thankful, and el! pleaſed 
with that Portion thy Proviaentiai Love ns allotted 
me, and to Acquieſce in thy Choice as beſt for me. 


- £ 
5 * 


If 1 am unmeaſurably Ambitions, let it be only of thy 


Favour ; if I am inſatiably Covttous, let it be only 
of thy Fruition 1, and if I am perpetually diſcontemed, 
let it be only becauſe I cannot: Love Thee enough So 
hall I Triumph over all my preſent Imperfectiams, til 
all come, at lenoth, t0 be made Perfect in the Bea- 
rifick Viſion, where the Bleſſed Ixbubit ants of Heaven, 


Dd: fig 


„ ———— 


The CorLxcr. 


> — —— —2ß—2— æñ.— 


ſug perpetual Anthems of Praiſe to the Unatvided 


TRINITY, to whom be all Glory and Honour, 


Adoration and Euchariſt, now, and to all Eternity, 
Amen. | 


—— —— 5 


The Cortkxcr. 


3 


One 60D! Who by thy Bleſſed San, 


did'ſt call MATTHEW from the Receipt of 


| Cuſtom, to be an Apoſtle and Evangeliſt : Grant me 


Grace, to forſake all Covetous Deſires, and Inordinate 
Love of Riches, and to follow the ſame, thy Son JE- 
SUS CHRIST, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, 
and the HOLY GHOST, one GOD, World without 
End. Amen. . 
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call'd 
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Morning. 
Morning. ON; | | I. Leſſon. 
Pſalms UPON fuk 
139, 149, | Ss to Vr. 20. 
#1 \ Feaſtof St. Michael, (gt. 
Evening. | | „ ha Dan. 10. 
142, 75 and All Angels. Ver. 5. 


II. Fude 5, 
15. to Ver. 
| 16, 


N this Feſtival, we Celebrate the Memori- 
L al of St. (a) Micuaz the Arch- Angel, and 
Prince of the Heavenly Hoſt ; who is ſaid, bw. 
have an Army of Ancets under his Command 
and Conduct, and with them, to have Fought 
with the Dragon, or Satan, and his Apoſtate 
AxckISs. For ſo we read ( in Rev. 12. 7.) of a St. Mi- 
War in Heaven, (or the Airy Region, of which CHAEL 
the Devil is called the Prince) MicnaEL and bis —_ 7 
Axckls, Fought againſt the Dragon, and the 
Dragon Foughr, and his Angels; Which War, 1be Dra: 
MicnatL undertook, (as the foregoing Verſes gon and 


tell Us,) in defence of the Woman that was cloath- bi Ar. 


ed with the Sun, which all agree, was the Chri- EN. 
ſtian Church: fo alſo in St. Jude's Epiſtle, (Ver. 

9.) we read, that Micyart, the Arch- Angel, 
contended and diſputed with the Devil, about the Bo- 

dy of Moſes, or, Jewiſh} Church, ſo call'd, 125 

the ſame Reafon, that the Chriſtian Church, = 
call'd the Body of CHRIST. Several ms ; Whet this 


Learned Expolitors, tell us, That this War in 00 
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Fleuten, denoted the great Contention at Rome, 
between Simon Peter, on the one Side, (the plan- 
ter of the Chriſtian Faith, and Biſhop of the 


Jewiſh hriſtians; and ſo Maintainer of M- 


-CHAEL' S, Or CHRIST” 8 Cauſe) And Si mon X Aagus, 

that Apoſtate Servant of the Devil, at his ſecond 
coming to Rene, in Nero's Time; 'the one con- 
tending for CHRIST, the other againſt him. 

And the great Dragon was caſt cut, &c. Ci. e.) By 
this means, the Devil (that doth ſo oppoſe the 
Chriſtian Faith) was caſt out of his Unlimited 
Power in Mens Hearts; and many upon this 


Victory ot Peter, over Simon Magus, turned 


Chriſtians. But certain it is, that the meaning 
of that Paſſage in the Revelations, (Chap. 12. 
was no otherwiſe than this: That CHRIST, and 
his Members, fought againſt the Dec:! and his 
Inſtruments : 
quiqrd by the Seed of rhe Iman, which was pro- 
mited ſhould ek rhe Serpents Head > but at the 
ſame time, tho' CHRIST was Supream, yet St. 
NM:icazrl was certainly a great Commander un- 
der him, and a Glorious Inſtrument in the 
Victory. 

. Mi- AS to that Paſſage in St. Jude, (Verſe 9.) 
Gi AlL. where Micnarr, the Arch- Angel, is ſaid to 
2 4585 — have cerrended with the Devil, our: the Bedy of 
the Deril | Moſes; a Learned (4. Writer, explains It by an- 
act the Other Pailage (Dem. 34. £3 where it is ſaid, 
Woe, that GOD tec particular Care (probably by an 
e | AXGEL cer mcerrins the Burying of Moles in @ certain 
Va, 1 4 3 (anditis added) bar ns Man knoweth of his 
The Devi! (it ſeems) had 


11 


1 ei Sep- lehre to this Day. 


ing the © atair proſpect of laying a Foundation for Idola- 
lr, 


and the Devil was totally Van- 


Biſhop 
cloath 
the pi 
Atbe 
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lief, tl 
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Spirit's, 
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latry, in the Workhip of Moſes after his Death; 
if he could have gotten the Diſpoſal of his Bo- 
dy, to have Buried it in ſome known and pub- 
lick Place, And no doubt, it would have gra- 
tified him not a little, to have made him, who 
was ſo declared an Enemy to Idolatry all his 
Life, an Occaſion of it, after his Death. But 
this, GOD thought fit to prevent, in pity to 
the People of Iſrael, whom he ſaw upon all Oc- 
caſions ſo prone to Idolatry ; and for that Rea- 
| ſon, committed the Body of Aaſes, to the charge 
of St. Micuaet, to Bury it ſecretly: And this 
was the Thing, which Micaarz, the Arch- 
Angel, con-tended with the Devil about. 
AND now, to proceed: Altho' this Feſti- The Been 
I val, generally "bears the Name of St. MicnaEI's & l Fe- 
Day, yet doth the Church herein Celebrate . 
general Memorial of ALL Axctr.s ; Praiſing the 
Almighty, for the great and innumerable Be- 
nefits, which Mankind enjoyeth, both in Soui 
and Body, by their appointed Aid and Miniſtra- 
tion. Concerning the Nature of Axcets, It is 
Univerſally agreed, (by all that Acknowledge 
ſuch an Order of Beings,) that they are Spirits. 
Some of the Ancient Philoſophers (as Arch- 
Biſhop Tillotſon Obſerves) believed them to be 
cloathed with ſome kind of Bodies, conſiſting of Tee 
the pureſt and fineſt Matter, which they call I 4N- 
Atberial. And this Opinion (fays the ſame 2 
Author) ſeems to be grounded upon a pious Be- 
lief, that it is the peculiar Excellency and Pre- 
rogative of the Divine Nature, to be a Pureand 
Stmple Spirit, wholly ſeparate from Matter. 
Indeed, the more current Opinion of the Chri- 
ſtian Church hath been, that ANGELs are pure 
Spirits, without any thing that is Material, or 
Corporeal belonging to them: But whither they 
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are ſo or no; that is, whether they are Beings 
diſtinct from Matter, or whether they are de- 


| veſted of all kind of Corporeal Fehicle, hath been 


a great Controverſie z but I think, no neceſſary. 
Article of Faith. And therefore, I ſhall not 
entertain my Reader, with any Nice and Cu- 
rious Speculations, concerning the Nature of 
ANGELS; but ſhall endeavour, in a few Words, 
to ſet down, what it concerns Us more to know: 
namely, what their Office and Employment | IS, in 
regard to Us. 

Tre Office NOW, the ſpecial Office and Employment 
an Em. of good Axckls, in regard to good Men, is 
of 49% a ther declaring upon Occaſion, GOD's Mind 
ANGELS, and Will to his Church and People; for thus 
| moſt of thoſe Prophetick Meſſages, which the 
Almighty from time to time ſent to the World, 

were convey d to the Prophets, by the Miniſtry 
of Axctts. Daniel (for Inſtance) had all his 


Viſions, from an Axcer of GOD. And an Axes. 


GEL, was {ent to Abrabam, to foretel the miracu- 
lous Birth of his Son Jac; and afterwards to 
reſcue him from being Sacrific'd : Cornelius like- 
wiſe, received a Meſlage from CHRIST, by an 
AxGEL,requiring him, to ſend to Toppa for St. Pe- 
ter, to inſtruct him in the Chriſtian Religion: 


Many other Inſtances hereof, we have both in 


the Old and New Teſtament. But beſides this, 
the AxceLs of GOD, are appointed to guard and 


defend good Men, againſt all outward Dangers 


and Calamities; and (as the Pſalmiſt obſerves) 
to ent amp round about thoſe that Fear GOD, to de- 
K wer them. (Pſalm 34. 7.) And again, There 


E (14% 0 Evil befal Thee. for he ſhall give his Angels 


charge over Thee, to keep Thee in all Thy Ways, 
Tizey frall bear Ther up in their Hands, leſt Thox 
aaſu thy Feet againſt 4 Stone, (Pſalm, 91. 10, 11, 

: 12.) 


Ht1o! 
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12.) Nay, it was a current Opinion among the 
Primitive Chriſtians, (4) That every good Man 
had his particular CH] i. ANGEL. For thus, 
not only our Saviour himſelf, was comforted in 
his laſt Agony, by an Axcrit from Heaven; 
(Luke 22, 23.) but we find, that when St. Percy 
was miraculouily deliver'd out of Priſon by an 
ANGEL, and came to the Houle where the Chri- 
ſtians were Aſſembled to Pray for him, one told 
them that Peter was at the Door; but they im- 
mediately reply'd, It was his ANG: not que- 
ſtioning, but he bimſelf was faſt in Priſon. So 
that we have great Reaſon to Believe, That e- 
very good Man, has his appropriate Grardtan AN- 


GEL, to take a ſpecial Care of him and his Con- 


cernments,. both Spiritual and Temporal; to 
guard him from Dangers, to direct and proſper 
him in his Way; to comfort and deliver him in 
his Afflictions and Diſtreſſes, and to protect him 
againſt the Rage and Fury of the Spirits of Dar +- 
nee. It is for no mean End certainly, that ſuch 
High and Glortous Spirits, are employ'd about 
Us; and therefore, we may conclude, that they 
are particularly engag'd for the furtherance of 
our Salvation. And in order to this End, it is 
very probable, that they are preſent in the 
Places, and at the Times of GOD's Publick \Vor- 
ſhip, to be Aſſiſtants to Us, in the Performance 
of all Acts of Religion; to remove our Indiſpa- 
{1ttons, and recollect our Wand' rings; to fix our 
Attention, excite our Affections, and inflame 
our Devotions: for ſince they are ſoil to A- 
ſter to them who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, (Heb, 

. 1145 
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(«) Mira Animarum dignitas, ut quæris ab. Outu. 
Angelum habeat delegatum! #22791, 
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1. 14.0 there is no doubt, but that they Miniſter 
to them, in the diſcharge of all thoſe Religious 


Obligations, upon which their Salvation depends. 


Ve Ohkce 


6 E M. 


Nor 
. \) 2118 nr 
g'! 4 


nd as they are thus Sedulous and Officious in 


working out our Salvation, throughout the 
whole Courſe of our Lives; fo at the Hour of 


Death, they attend upon every good Man's de- 
ceaſe, to receive his Soul into their Cuſtody, as 


ſoon as ever it is expir'd, and to guard it againſt 


evil Spirits.as it paſles thro” the Air (which is the 
Seat and Principality of the Apoſtate AxoeLs) 
and atter that, to conduct it to thoſe Bleſſed Man- 
ſions, where it is to Abide till the Reſurrection. 
An laſtance hereof, we have in the Parable of 
the Rich Man and Latarns (Luke 16. 22.) where 
"tis ſaid, hat when Lazarus died, he was carried 
by the Axctts, into Abraham's Boſom. And no 
doubt, but thoſe Bleſſed Spirits, who are ſo 
highly ſatisfied in the Converſion of à Sinner, are 


ready enough to guide and aſſiſt the Spirits of juſt 


Men, in their Paſſage to everlaſting Bliſs. 
BUT now, on the other Hand, the Office and 

Employment of bad ANckTs, conſiſt in trying 

and exerciling the Vertues of GOD's Favourites: 


- Tor Unis being a State of P1 obation, the All-wiſe 


Governour of Heaven and Earth, hath thought 
Et to mrround Us, with the Temptations of Evil 
Spirits, that we may never want Opportunity, ta 
excit and exerciſe our Vertues, and to give the 


met Glorious Proofs of our Courage and Perſe- 
This was the Caſe of Holy JOB, up- 


verance. 
en whom, GOD let looſe Satan and his Inſt ru- 
ments, to try bis Faith and Patience, his Con- 
ſtancy and Reſignation to his Maker, Nay, our 


Saviour himſelf, a little before his Crucifixion, 
(being abandon'd of the ordinary Supports of 


Scaancad) Was allaulted by the Depil, as 
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well as by the Jews; for GOD thought fit, to 
give them his free Permiſſion, to try him to the 
utmoſt: but in that Victorious Act of laying 
down his Life for us, (in deſpight of their moſt 
exquiſite Temptations to the contrary) he made 
a Glorious Conqueſt of thoſe Infernal Powers. 
Thus we ſee, that Almighty GOD, permits the 
Devil and his Axcecs, to Aſſault the beſt of Men, 
to keep them upon their Guard, and to make 
them more Watchful and Vigilant ; but at the 
ſame time, he does not leave them without ſuf- 
ficient Strength and Aſliſtance, to repel their 
moſt Powerful Temptations. But on the other 
hand, the Scriptures, tell Us,that Wicked Men, 
are led Captive by Satan at his Pleaſure ;, and that 
the Evil. one Works and Acts in the Children of Diſ- 
obedience, For when Men have baffled GOD's 
gracious Deſigns of ſaving them, by their conti- 
nu'd Obſtinacy and Diſobedience; he many times 
withdraws from them, the Influences of his Divine 
Grace, and thoſe powerful Aids of his Holy Ax- 
GELS, Which they have ſo often rejected; and 
utterly abandons them to the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, who having once obtain'd the Poſſeſſion of 
them, continually puſh them forward, from one 
degree of Wickedneſs to another, till, in the end, 
they bring them to the moſt intollerable and la- 
{ting Miſery, that Humane Nature is capable of. 
kor, When the ſon of Man, (ball come in his Glory, 
J i: his Holy ANckTs, and ſhall fit upon the Throne 
Ibis Glory, and all Nations ſhall be gather d before 
im; then ſhall the Devil, and his Ancers, hur- 
I :y the Wicked into Eveęrlaſting Puniſhment, but the 
ÞT #:2breons ſhall be Triumphantly conducted, by 
all the Bleſs'd Inhabitants of Heaven, into Life 
barring SB, 
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Epiſtle. 1 J t 11 , © Goſpel. 
| Rey. 12. ConsID ERATIONS Matt. 18. 
 fromVer, FOR from 


7. to Ver. 8 5 Ver. 1. to 
33, FS. MichAkEL'sDar, &c. ver. 11. 


ne i TI is certainly, the Indiſpenſible Duty of every | 


b Mini- 1 Perſon, who profeſſes Chriſtianity, thank- 
ſtration of fully to Praiſe, Magnifie, and Adore the Wiſe 
goo AN- Creator and Governour of Heaven and Earth, 


= . for his ineſtimable Love and Kindneſs to the Sons 


7-11Mo:ive Of Men, in not only making the Viſible Creation 


to Praiſe for their Uſe and Service; but, even the nobleſt 
i of all his Creatures, the Great and Glorious In- 
Thank!- _ habitants of the Inviſible World. I ſay, that 
Stems. our Heavenly Father, ſhould give theſe Excel- 


lent and Angelical Beings the Charge over Us; | 
and ſend them forth to Miniſter ro Us, for the | 


ſafeguard of our Perſons, for the Succeſs of our 


Affairs, and for the Security and Furtherance | 


of our Eternal Salvation; is ſuch a Stupendiovs 
Expreſſion ot his Unparallel'd Love, that it 
_ ovght to be the glad Subject of our never-ceaſing 


Hallelvjahs. The Snares and Temptations of 


the Powers of Darkneſs, are ſo Numerous and 
| Prevailing, that did not the Bleſſed Orders of 
Intellectual Spirits, interpoſe on our behalf, we 
ihould be utterly Vanquiſhd and Deſtroy'd. 


But, Almighty GOD, out of his Inexhaultible 
Mercy and Compaſſion, has appointed the Fa- 


mily of Heaven, to pitch their Tents round a- 


dout Us, and to Guard the Paſſes of our out- | 


ward Senſes, that no unclean thing enter there: 


So that, the great Adverſary of Souls, how | 
Mtghty and Formidable ſoever in himfelf, will 
not be Able to break through theſe Bright Ar- 
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mies, nor dare to make his Attacks, which he 
foreſees will prove Unſucceſsful. And now, ſince 


GOD has thought fit, to provide ſuch Excellent 


and Accompliſh'd Creatures, for our Benefit and 
Advantage; ſurely, we cannot remain inſenſi- 
ble under ſo Gracious a Diſpeaſation. It muſt 
needs prevail upon Us, to cloſe in with the 


Pjalmiſt, ſaying, Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul! 


Who makes his ANGELS Spirits, and his Miniſters a 


flaming Fire. (Pſal. 104. 4.) And, conſidering 
that our Heavenly Father, hath innumerable 


Bleſſed Spirits (which mightily ſurpaſs us Mor- 


tal Men) to execute his Commands; we ought 
correſpondently to endeavour to ſerve GOD, 
and to do his Will, here on Earth (fo far as the 
Infirmity of our Nature, and of our preſent 
State will Admit) with the ſame Readineſs and 


Diligence, the ſame Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, 


as the Glorious Hoſts of Heaven do. 


FOR, without doubt, every Perſon, muſt ANGers 


Acknowledge itan Excelent and Noble Employ- _ 5 og 
Ae >; 


ment, to follow the Examples of thoſe Celeſtial 
Spirits, which in the Regions of Bliſs, do de- 
light Inceſſantly to ſerve their Maker. Our Sa- 
viour, has made them our Pattern in his Prayer, 


Men. 


and conſequently, we ſhould make them ſo in 


our Lives, by endeavouring to Perform GOD's 
Vid on Earth, as it is in Heaven, There, the So- 
ciety of the Bleſſed, Execute the Divine Will, 
with a full, entire, and perfect Conſent. There, 


they continually contemplate the Superlative 


Excellencies of the Deity ; the Beauty of his Ho- 
lineſs, the Perfection of his Wiſdom, the Great- 
neſs of his Power, and the Riches of his Mercy. 
This, fills their Hearts with Inexpreſlible Joy, 


and having nothing to diſturb them, in their 


Beatifical Employment, they unanimouſly joyn 
= | — 
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in Chearful Praiſes, and Rapturous Hallelujahs, 
with an uninterrupted Perſeverance. Now, 
every Man, that Hopes to be like the AnGers 


in Heaven, muft endeavour to be like them on 


Earth. *Tis true, we cannot come up to all the 


Meaſures and Attainments of Angelical Obe- 


dience, becauſe tis beyond the Capacity of our 
preſent Condition. But, at the ſame time, we 
may ſo far imitate them, as to have always in 
View, that Eternal weight of Glory, that Incor- 


ruptible Crown, with which, the Suferings of 


t 913 preſent Life, _are not worthy to be C ompar d. 


We may prepare our ſelves, for their Delight- 


ful Company, by Meditating upon the Deli- 
cious Repaſts of Hymns and Anthems, and that 


more Raviſhing Harmony of Divine Love and 


Intellectual Sympathy; Upon the Elevated and 


Raiſed Perfections of a Glorified Soul, and up- 
on the Angelical Clarity, and Divine Tem- 
per of an Incorruptible Body: And, in a 
\Vord, vpon thoſe Immortal Glories, and In- 
conceivable Joys, which GOD has prepared for 


role that Love bin 


BUT, now, after all, I think it may not be 


unſeaſonable to Remove one Error, which pre- 


vails mightily in the Church of Rome, and 
(bst is, the ſolemn Invocation and Worſhip of 
Sante and Anczis, GOD, is certainly the 
only Object of our Truſt and Confidence; 
and therefore, to him alone, and to no other, 


we ought to Addreſs all our Prayers and Sup- 


plications. Wheress, the Remaniſts, repoſe 
their Confidence in an Innumerable Company 
of S122: and Axcrrs; not only for Temporal 
good Things, but for the Pardon of their Sins, 


for the lucreaſe of their Graces, and for Eter- 
nal Lite. For thus, ia the very Roman Aiſſal 


it ſelf. 
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it t ſelf, they make Conteſlion of their Sins t to 
GOD Almighty, and the Bleſſed Virgin Mary; rs 
St. MicnhakEIL the Arch-Angel, andto all the Saints. 
And in their Abſolution they join together, the 
_ Paſſions of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, and the 
Merits of the Bleſſed Virgin,and of all the Saint s, for 
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the Remiſſion of Sins, This 1s {tripping the Al- 

mighty,of his Divine Prerogatives,and no better «ll. 
than downright Idolatry ; and is highly incon- 8 
ſiſtent, both with the Scriptures, and the DoQ- '4'3 


rine and Practice of the Primitive Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity. We ought only to Pray to GOD, be- 
cauſe He only, is LORD over all and we onght _ 
to offer up our Prayers, only by the Mediation 
of JESUS CHRIST, becauſe He is our only Me- 
diator and Advocate, We may be Alſur'd, that 
whatever we faithfully Ask in his Name, ſhall 
be Granted Us; and therefore, why ſhould 1 
Apply my ſelf to St. Peter; tho' he is ſaid to 
have the Keys of Heaven ? Or, to MichakEL, the 
Arch- Angel, tho he is the chief of the Mini- 
ſtring Spirits? For, I can neither diſtruſt the 
Kindneſs and Affection of my Bleſſed Redeemer, 
nor his Power, and Intereſts in the Courts a- 
bove, to obtain at GOD's Hands, all thoſe Bleſ- 
ings which I ſtand in need of. 

TO Conclude : Let ns, on this Day, beware Conclu- 
of putting our Truſt or Confidence in any Thing, ſien. 
either in Heaven or Earth, beſides one Almigh- 
ty and Ever-living GOD: Let Us Imitate the 
Holy ANCELs, by endeavouring to ſerve our 

Heavenly Father, as they do; Let Us Magnifie 
and Adore our great Creator, for the Inviſible 
Aids and Protections of theſe Gloriovs Beings ; 
And, let Us Agree in a ſweet Harmony with 
Il the Bleſſed Inhabitants of the Heavenly Fers- 
gem: that 1, when we ſhall lay down 15 
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load of Mortality, we may be for Ever with the 


LORD, amidſt an Innnmerable Company of Ax- 


GELS, and the Spirits of Juſt Men made Perfect. 


** 


The PaAYER. 


6 ara Cleric, LORD GOD ! the Figl 
AI and Holy One, who Inbabiteſt Eternity, and 


dwelleſt in that Light, which no Mortal Eye can Ap- 
1 Beſeech Ti ee, to look down from Heaven, 
the Habiration of thy Holineſs, and thy Glory, upon 
me thy Servant, and endue me with all theſe Graces, 
and Dif| poſitions, which may Qualifie me to Celebrate 
thy Pr 415 O LORD let me be ſenſibly affected 
wth thine Ineſt:mable Goodneſs and Mercy, that ſo, 
[ may reaa:ly "Adare the Bright neſs of thy Majeſty, 


ard join my Heart and Voice with the Bleſſed Lale | 


rants of Heaven, in Hymns of Foy and Euchariſt, 
The Numero:s Proveny | of 
Spirit, always ver ol the Glories of thy Eſſence z They 
have the Beatifick Vi ſion of thy Inc omparable Beauty, 


and Read in Thee, the Ce nels of thy Eternal W:!! 


and Wiſdom. LORD ! give me Grace, in Imita- 
tion, of thoſe Bleſſed Spirits, to ſet Thee always be- 
fore me, and to fix my ferrous Contemplation on 
Thee. 
all 125 Divine Arrribares, and make it my whole De- 
light and Satisfaction, to ſerve thee with an uninter- 
rnpted Obedience. 0 Cide thy Holy ANGELS charge 


oder me, to defend me from all the Snares and Temp- 
rations of the Powers of Darkneſs; and at the Hour 
of Death, to conauft my departed Soul into the Regions | 
That jo, having Fought | 
a good Fight, and anthed my Courſe, J oy | 


of Bliſs and Immortality. 


Axckls, and Celeſtial | 


Raviſh my Soul, with with a lively Senſe of 


r 


The Correct. 
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Aen. 


be Admitted with ANcTSs and ARch-AN ELS, 


and with all the Company of Heaven, to Laud 


and Magnifie thy Glorious Name; Evermore, 
Praiſing Thee, and ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 


IL ORD GOD of Hoſts! Heaven and Earth, are 


full of thy Glory: Glory be to thee, O LORD, 


moſt High ! Amen, 


The Coruzcr, 


CAN EVERLASTING GOD! who haft Ordain'd and 
Z Conſtituted the Services of ANGELS and Men, 
in a wonderful Order: Mercifully Grant, that as thy 


Holy ANGELS always do Thee Service in Heaven; 


ſo by thy Appointment, they may Succour and De- 
Earth, te JESUS CHRIST our LORD | 


fend me on Earth, thro! 
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| 5 5 1 
Alorning. 11 Þ | I. Leſſon. 
Plalms UPON _ 51. 
95,12. 2 , II. Luk. 4. 
| St. Luke s Dar. Evening. 
Evening 1 | 1. Leſſon. 
N | | 'Fob1 
© 33 * | 8 


II. Gu. 4. 


SIVATY T. Lux was born at Antioch, the Metro- 
ions 
Place. the moſt flouriſhing Academies in the World, 
repleniſh'd with Schools of found Literature, 
and very eminent Proteſlors of all Arts and Sci- 
Ences ; but above all, it was famous for being the 

| Place where the Diſciples were firſt call'd Chri- 
Ai, Leun. ſtiaus. Here was our Evangeliſt Educated from 
oo his Childhood, and enriched with the Treaſure 
cation. of all Kinds of Humane Learning. And for his 
better Improvement, he viſited the chief Acade- 

mies ot 4/i and Greece. Being thus furniſh'd 

out with skill, in all the Preparatory Inſtituti- 

ons of Philoſophy, he particularly apply'd him- 
ie ſtuay ſelf to the ſtudy of Phyſick, in which he became 
cf PBY- an admirable Proficient. He likewiſe acquired 
DF, a very great Reputation, for his exquiſite Skill 
Ari 55 in in Painting; and for a Proof thereof, there's an 
Painting. ancient loſcription, found in a Vault, near the 


Church of St. Mary in Fialata, at Rome, where- | 
in mention is made of a valuable Picture of the 
Virgin Mary, UNA Ex VII. As Luca Dezpicrls, 


Being one of the Seven Painted by St. Luxx. 
His cen- 


Kot at. rable Companion of St. Paul, by whom he was 
Fer Congerted at Antioch, tho' ſome ſay at Thebes ; 
bat wherever it was, tis molt certain, that St. 


* 
A 


Sr. Paul. 


OUR Evaageliſt was the conſtant and inſepa- | 


Frritte: 


8 
7 


Paul had a more than ordinary kindiiels for hini, 
ow ning him for his Fellow-labdarer ;, calling him, 
the Beloved Phyſician, and the Brother whoſe Prai 8 


antinople. 
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ic in the Goſpel, It is ſaid, that he left St. Paul at 


Rome, and went Eaſt-ward; preaching in Egypt, The Pla- 


that he planted the Faith, firſt in Dal mat ia and i 3 
Gallia, and then in Italy and Macedonia. As to my 

the Time and Manner of his Death, we have no 
Authentick Account. Some fay he died in E- 

Ot, Others in Greece: The Roman Zartyrology, 

in Bithynia; Dorothers at Epheſus; and Paulinus 

Biſhop of Nola, affirms he died a Martyr, where- 

of Nicephorus gives the following Account. That 

as he was zealouſly performing the Office of his 
Miaiſtry in Greece, he was fet upon by the Ple- 

beian ſort, who drew him to Execution, and for 
want of a Croſs, hang'd him upon an Olive- 
Tree, in the $4th Year of his Age. His Body Pf 
by the Command of Conſtantine, (or his Son Con- 
antins) was Buried in the great Church at Con- 


and ſeveral parts ot Lybia. Epiphanius tells us, ces he's. 


THE Writings, which our Evangeliſt left to 


Poſterity, are his Goſpel, and the Hiſtory of the 


Apoſtolical Acts. The firſt of which, was com- #i5 Got; 
posd in Achaia, by the particular Aſſiſtance of P * 
S. Paul, and Dedicated to one Theophilis, (denot ing chaia- 
a lover of GOD) with the Title of oft Excel- 
lent, who probably was ſome Magiſtrate of An- 
och, Converted and Baptiz d by him. It be- 
gins at the Angel Gabriel's foretelling Jon Bap- 
tiſt's Birth, and ends with the Aicenfion of out 
Bleſſed Saviour; fo that it is an Hiſtory inclu- 


ding, according to a preciſe Reckoning, 38 The Acts of 
Years, wanting one Month. | the Apd- 


HIS Hiſtory of the As of the Apoſtles, 65 ſex wp 
written at Rome, at the time of his being there Rome, 
Ee With and when; 


ten at R- 
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Upon St. Luke's Dax. 
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with St. Paul, in his firſt Impriſonment. 
Dedicated to the ſame 7. :e9p2ilz; to whom he had 
dedicated his Ge/: the one containing the Mi- 
racles of JESUS CHRIST, the other thoſe of the 
HOL GHOST. It is entitled ACTS, Hedges, of ; 
becavſe it contains the Hiſtory of | 
what the Apoſtles did at Fera/alem and Judta, 
for about Twelve Years after the Aſceniion of 
Our Saviour. 


the Ateſtles; 


— 


It is 


But more particularly, he gives 


an Account of the Travels, Actions, and Ser- 
mons of St. Paul, till the end of his two Years 


Confinement at e 


In both theſe Books, his 


ACtari- way and manner of Writing (ſays an ingenuous 
er ef 1 Author) is Exact and Accurate; his Style Polite 
and Elegant, Sublime 3nd Lofey, and yet Clear 
and PeriPicuous : ; Rowing with an eaſie and na- 


VV icin * 8 S. 


tural Grace and Sweetneſs; admirably Accom- 


modate to an Hictorical Deſign, all along ex- 
preſſing himſelf ia a vein of purer Greek, than 
is to de found in the other Writers of the Holy 


Story: 


by all which, one may plaialy perceive, 


bow great a ſhare he had in the native Genius of 
Ant iec h, a place vaiverialiy Celebrated for Ora- 


tory and Eloquence. 


So that 1n ſhort, (1s the 


Lang vage of the ſame excellent Author) as an 


H /* 
4-07 


cant i in * 'ritings: 
and Diligent for the good of Souls 
Fian, Devout and Plous; 
the reſt, 


„he was Faithtul in his Relations, Ele- 
As a Jt: fer, Careful 
As A Ciri- 
; and who crowned all 
with the Jay ing down his Lite for the 


Teſtimony of tha at Goſpel, which he had both 
Preach'd ànd Publiſh'd to the World. 


Com | 


 ConsiDdERATIONS, Oc. 
2 Tim 4 5 Luke 10. 
* F O R pou : 
Ver. 5. to V. 1. to 
Ver. IC. Y St. Luxe” S Dar. Ver. 8. 


| EARNING i is, without diſpute, one of the Learning 
1 moſt excellent Qualifications, that a rea- fte Exc?! 
ſonable Creature can be endued with. It bright- lency there: 
ens our Intellectual Faculties, and furniſhes us 9: 


with thoſe ſhining Excellencies, which will ren- 
der us ſerviceable; to the great Ends and Pur- 
poſes of Human Life. Our Underſtanding, was 
_ given us by GOD, not for Sluggiſhneſs and In- 
activity, but to improve and cultivate, with all 


thoſe glorious Endowments, that are ſuitable to 


2 Rational:Nature. This, is properly, putting 
the Soul into its beſt poſture, and is nothing elſe; 
but the nobleſt and moſt refin'd Improvement of 
Being, and conſequently, nothing can be more 
beautiful in it ſelf, or more acceptable to a gr. eat 
and generous Mind. 

OUR Erangelift, St. Loxr, was very eminent 
for his extraordinary Learning and Knowledge, 
which (being heighten'd by Inſpiration) ena- 
| bled him, to Preach ſucceſsfully thro' ſeveral 
Countries, and to Publiſh that admirable Hi- 
ſtory of the Goſpel, which has been univerſally 
Celebrated, and Admird in all Ages of the Chri- 


ſtian Church. So that he was a common Bleſ- 


ſing and Advantage to the World, by bringing 
Mankind to the Knowledge of the I. rath (1Tim.2.4.) 
that is, the Doctrine of the Goſpel ; fo caſl'd, 
in reſpect of its Excellency and Sublimity, deing 
tte muſt Profitable that ever was reveal'd. For 
4 therein 
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Know- therein, we may make Diſcoveries of the ſuper- 


4 145 \ latively glorious Attributes, and immenſe Perfe- 
Ercell 1 11 ions of our great Creator, and of the tranſcen- 
»ther Sci. dent Greatneſs of Redeeming Love! There; we 


ences. may be made ſenſible of the vital Principles and 


Pawbrs of Chriſtianity, and be entertained with 


ſuch copious Arguments, as contain in them the 
molt noble and admirable Points of Enquiry ; 


ſuch as are able to ſtir up, and provoke the 


largeſt Capacities, and yet invite and encou- 
rage the meaneſt. From hence, the unparallel'd 
Excellency of Evangelical Knowledge doth ariſe: 


al other Knowledge, is inſignificant without it, 
becauſe that alone, directly tends to our Per: 


fection and Happineſs. 


Motives LET us then, with the'greateſt Joy and Ex- 
to Pra- tation, receive thoſe glad Tidings of Salva- 
tion, which our Evangeliſt Publiſh'd to the 


tie. 


World. Let ns frequently and conſiderately 
fearch into that excellent Treafure of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, which he has left to Poſterity ; 


and not only fo, but put in Practice all thofe 


admirable Virtues, for which he was eminent. 
Practice is the Life and Soul of Religion: it is 


that which tranſlates Chriſtianity, from a bare 
Notion, into a real Buſineſs; from uſeleſs Spe- 
culations, into ſubſtantial Duties; and from an 


Idea in the Brain, into an Exiſtence in the Life. 
And, without doubt, there is no ſuch prevail- 


ing Method, to cauſe Men to Gloriſie our heavenly 
Faber, as by making our Light to (hine before them. 


To ſecure the Speculative Part of Religion, can 


never be meritorious enough to carry a Man to 


Heaven, unleſs all his Actions are perfectly con- 
formable to the Rules of Piety and Holineſs 

for the Almighty has no other way of judging 
Men, but according, to their Works. 


10 
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The PRAVYER. 
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TO Conclude : let us begin, on this very Conclu- 


Day, in every particular, to Act in conformity 
to the Dictates of that High, and Divine Prin- 


ſion, 


ciple, Right Reaſon; for as long as Reaſon 


keeps her Ground, Religion neither can, nor 
will loſe hers. Let us vigoroufly endeavour to 
make an Intereſt in GOD's Favour, upon ſuch 
Grounds and Terms, as the Scripture lays down. 
And what thoſe are, we have ſufficiently mark'd 
out to us, in thoſe plain and legible Lines of Du- 
ty, requiring us, to keep a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence, both towards GOD, and towards Man: Or 


in other Terms, to live Soberly, Righteonſly, and 


Godly, in this preſent World, 


K» — — — - — 


— „ 


— — —  . — — — — — 


The Praver. 


Y \ GOD, of infinite and adorable Goodneſs!. who, 


out of thine inexhauſtible Treaſure of Wiſdom 
and Power, didſt enable thy Servant St. Luxe, to 


Preach the glad Tydings of the Goſpel, for the Sal- 


vation of Mankind, Mercifully grant, I moſt hum: 


bly beſeech Thee, that his excellent Doctrine, may 


have à moſt prevailing Influence upon my Heart, and 
that his exemplary Life and Converſation, may en- 
courage me, to perſevere in the Paths of Piety and 
Holineſs. Open mine Eyes, O LORD! that 1 
may ſee, and admire, the wondrous things of 


thy Law; and enlighten my Underſtanding, that I 


may learn that delightful way, which leads to everlaſt- 


ing Life, Let not Satan have any Power over me 
but aſſiſt me by thy Grace and Holy Spirit, in the 
faithful diſcharge of all thy Divine Commandments. 


04! Let me live the Lite of the Righteous, and 


let my latter End be like Theirs, that /o by imi- 
| BE ' tatins 
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The Correct. 
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rating thy Saints in this State of Trial and Probation, 
1 may follow them in their happy Paſſage out of this 
World, and be admitted with them, to thine everlaſt- 


ing Glories in the Kingdom of Heaven, thro' the Me- 
rits and Mediation of FESUS CHRIST, my bleſſed 


Saviour and Redeemer ;, to whom, with Thee, and the 
HOLY GHOST, be all Honour and Glory, now, 


and for ever. Amen. 


* 


6 — < 5 * b nn, 


The Correct. 


ALMIGHTY GOD! who cad LUKE the 


Phyfician, whoſe Praiſe is in the Goſpel, to be 


an Evangeliſt, and Phyſician of Souls: May it pleaſe 


Thee, that by the wholſome Medicines of the Do&- 


ine delivered by him, all the Diſeaſes of my Soul 


may be heal'd, thro' the Merits of thy Son, JESUS 


CHRIST, our LORD. Amen. 


UPON 


Morning. 
Pſalms 
132, 133, 


Morning. 
1. Leſſon. 


St. Simon and Jude's l. 


134 135. 

34 135 Evening 
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IT. Sniox the Apoſtle, was Born "6 ſome 8. S 

think) in Cana of Galilee, for which Reaſon whence 
8 Conclude, that he was Sir- named the Ca- oo eb the 
naanite; tho? the more wiſe and conſiderate part 6 ogg 
of Mankind, reject this Opinion, as weak and Fa- 
bulous, believing him to derive his Name from 
his great Zeal for the Honour of the Chriſtian 
Faith, rather than from his Country (Canaanite 
being i in Hebrem, what Zelotes is in Greek, which 
ſignifies Zeal ) or elſe, from a particular 
Sect among the Fews, called the Zealots; which And the 
Seq began in Mattathias, the Root of the Mace Cealot. 
cabean Family, and was continued among the 
Jews till our Saviour's time. The Evangelical 
Hiſtory, gives us very little Account of St. S1- 
MON, more than that he was ſo eminent for his 
ſublime Faith and exalted Charity, that our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour choſe him into the number of his 
Twelve Apoſtles. After his Election, he con- 
tinued with his Brethren till their diſperhon vp 
and down the World into their ſeveral Pro- 


vinces; and then he is ſaid to have journied into The Places | 


Egypt, Cyrene, and Africa; and that after many where bes 
Converts made in thoſe Parts, he travelled into 0 0. 
Lybia and Mauritania, where he not only diſ- pe. 
play'd the Glory of "JESUS CHRIST by his 

| Preaching, but by a great number of Miracles. 

And at laſt, (as Nicephors and Dorot hen At- 

Le 4 firms) 
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Hi Mar- ff firms) be came over into the Weſt ern nd, 


tn rdom. and in particular into Great Britain, where ha- 


ving Converted multitudes to the Faith, he was 
after many Perſecutions, Crucified by the In- 


fidels, and underwent all with incredible Joy 


and Courage. Thus — in relation to st. 
S io NW.. 7 


St, JUDE St. Jups the avoltle, was ſometimes called 
is ſeveral T haddeus, or Lebbæus, which Names were given 


4 Nies, 


him, partly. to diſtinguiſh him from Judas the | 


Apoſtate, and partly as a commendation of his 
Wiſdom and Zeal; for Lebbæus (according to 
St. Jerome) ſignifies a Man of Wit and Under- 
ſtanding, and Thaddeus denotes a Perſon Zealous 


Hi; Pa- in praiſing GOD.) He was the Son of Joſeph, 


e ntage 
and Rel d- 
tions. 


and Brother to James Biſhop of Jeruſalem, a Cha- 
rater by which he is deſcrib'd in the Evangeli- 


cal Story more than once. He was a married 
e and had Children, and his Wife (accord- 

ing to Nicephorus) was named Mary. He was 
Flected to the Apoſtolate Anno Chriſti 31, and 
became from that time a conſtant Attendant up- 
on our Saviour's Perſon. 
Aſcenſion, dur Apoſtle was ſent by St. Thomas 
to Aboaris Governour of Edeſſa, where by his 


Preaching and Miracles, he converted Abgarus 


e Places ànd his People to the Faith. The General Ac- 
„lere be count of his Travels, is, that he went up and 


1 d. down Preaching the Goſpel in Judea and Galilee; 
then viſited Samaria, Idumea, and ſome parts of 


Arabia; afterwards Syria and Meſopotamia ;, and 


at laſt (as Nicephor us relates) he came to E 25 


here atter great ſucceſs in his Apoſtolical Mi- 


aiſtry, he died a quiet and peaceable Death. 
Some will have it, that he was {lain at Berytus; 
and the Writers of the Latin Church, unani- 
| monſly Wrote. that he rege into f 25 as, 

or 


After our LORD's 
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for his reproving the Superſtitious Rites of the Fic 


Magi, was cruelly put to Death; but this is too 
infirm a Foundation, to build any thing more up- 
on, than a mere ConjeAure. ns 

ONE Epiſtle there is of St. Jupz's Writing, 

which is received as Canonical. The Deſign of 
it, is to preſerve Chriſtians from the Infection 
of Gnoſticiſm, and the debauch'd Principles of 5 Epi · 
Simon Magus. His Feaſt, (according to the an- le. 
cient Martyrologies,) is to be obſerved on the 
e i eh ht fe, 
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Fpitte, ) CONSIDERATIONS C oujpet. 
Jage . 5 1 
om Ver. | 
1. t Ver dt. DIMON and JupE 1 5 17. to 
8 D AY. the end. 


"7 EAL, when applied to thoſe things, where- 
in the Honour of our great Creator, and 
the Salvation of Mens Souls are concerned, is 
doubtleſs, very Laudable and Commendable. 
For, the tranſcendent Excellency, and incon- The0bligs- 
ceivable Purity of the Divine Nature, together tions we lic 
with the Almighty's immenſe Bounty and Libe- der to be 
rality towards his Creatures, challenges from 5 

them a moſt profound Zeal for his Honour and Honour. 
Glory. In the Beginning he created Man after 
his own Image; he endued him with a large and 
capacious Underſtanding, a well- informed Will, 
and with all thoſe ſhining Excellencies, that 
were ſuitable to a Rational Nature. This, was 
certainly, a glorious demonſtration of the muni- 
I ent goodneſs of our heavenly Father! but as 
4 1 | | a Su- 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
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a Superlative Addition to theſe aſtoniſhing Fa- 


vours, he ſent his only begotten Son, from the 
Manſions of Bliſs and Glory, to reſcue Mankind 
out of inevitable Ruin and Deſtruction, and to 


re-open for us an entrance into the Joy of our 


LORD. Theſe, are indiſputably ſuch a com- 


plication of ſtupendious and unparallel'd Mer- 


_ cies, that they muſt needs be a moſt endearing 


Engagement, to any one that has the leaſt ſpark 
of Generoſity or Ingenuity, to have a more than 


ordinary Zeal for ſo good a GOD, and to make | 


every true Chriſtian, unlooſe the Reins of his 


Affections, and to love on, without any other 
Boundary or Meaſure, then what is ſet him by | 


the finiteneſs of his natural Powers. 
HAVING thus, in a few Words, treated of the 


Obligations we lie under, to be zealous for 


The Na- 
ture of 
Zeal con- 
fider'd, 


a moſt 


GOD's Honour and Glory, I think it may not | 


be unſeaſonable to conſider briefly, wherein the 
Nature of Zeal conſiſts. Zeal is properly, ſuch 
a vehement and intenſe promotion of all GOD 
Almighty's infinite and adorable Perfections, as 


_ engages a Man upon ſuch Heroick and highly 


commendable Actions, as will make our Religion 
ſpread and flouriſh over the Chriſtiana World. 
A zealous Man, endeavours after the molt ex- 


alted Degrees and Eminencies of Holineſs. Such 


as are the paſſionate Applications of Seraphick 


Love; Acts of Ecſtatick Joy and Complacency 


in the Perfections of the Divine Nature; Holy 
Tranſports of Devotion, Praiſe and Adoration; 
profound eſteem and veneration for 


GOD's Glory, and whatever elſe has the leaſt | 
tendency thereunto. This is the Effect of a 
Pious, and conſequently of a prudent Zeal; and 
indeed, tis ſcarce imaginable, how any Man, 
who ſeriouſly and deliberately contemplates the 

fen 
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Faculties of his Soul, and being raviſh'd with 
on this ſide the Grave, we can love but finite- 


Iy lovely? 


| Rions upon the 1% Av, that Almighty 


then, antedate the Choir above, by our Con- ſion. 
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inexhauſtible Love of our great Creator and 
Redeemer, in all his Diſpenſations towards us, 

can forbear loving him, with all the Powers and 


Wonder and Admiration. Whatever we love 


ly, and what is that to him who is infinite- 


LET us then, endeavour on this very Day (in Motives 
imitation of St. Stwon and St. Jupz, who were to Pra- 
very eminent for their extraordinary Zeal in Rice. 
their bleſſed Maſter's Cauſe) to perform GOD's 
Vill on Earth, as it is in Heaven, (i. e.) with the 
greateſt Zeal, Readineſs and Alacrity, with all 
the degrees of Seraphick Ardency, that frail 
Mortality is capable of. Let us ſettle our Affe- 


Being, who can entertain all our Faculties: 

Our Underſtandings as he is Truth, and our 
Wills, as he is Goodneſs; and that in the high- 

eſt degree, becauſe he is infinite in both. ' And 
now, who can refuſe taking his fill of the R- 

ver of Paradiſe, and drinking deep of the Well of 

Life? Who would not make the. moſt zealous 
Advance to the State of Angels, and endea- 

your to reſemble our great Creator? Let us Conclu« 


verſation here below, till we ſhall be fully 
bleſt with the Beatifick Viſion, and the Glo- 
Ties and Splendor of the divine Brightneſs. 


The 


444 ws The Prayer. 


The Praves. 


ALMIGHTY and moſt plorious LORD 

GOD! whoſe admirable Perfections ( tho? 
Incomprehenſible by our ſhallow Capacities) are yet 
Amiable and Adorable. I beſeech Thee, to ſtrike 
my Soul, with ſuch lively and raviſhing App ehen- 
ſions of thy Excellencies ;, ſuch bright Irradiations 
of thy Divine Light, that I may perceive enough 
to love thee Infinitely, to depend upon thee for my 
Happineſs entirely, to live upon holy Hopes and 
comfortable Expettations, and to ſupport my Spirits 
under the greateſt Dejections and Calamities, with 


the delightful proſpect of thy eternal Glories, 0 


grant me thy aſſiſting Grace, that I may follow the 
excellent Example of thy Servants SIMON and 
FUDE, that my Soul may be wound np to the higheſt 
pitch of Zeal that my Faculties will bear, and let 


me never alienate any degree of that noble Paſſion, 
From Thee, its only due Object. For whom, O 
LORD, have in Heaven but Thee? And there 


is none upon Earth, that I deſire in compariſon 
of Thee. Therefore, reſerve for me a place among 
thoſe that eminently love Thee, and make me glad 
with the Foy of thy Countenance, in thy Manſions of 
Bliſs, thro” the Merits and Mediation of FESUS 

CHRIST, my bleſſed LORD and Saviour. 
Amen. ; %%«ö;éÜO—DVUĩ. 8 


The 


: me 


The Correct. 


The Correct. 


O ALMIGHTY GOD! who haſt built thy Church 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, JESUSCHRIST himſelf, being the chief cor- 
ner Stone: Grant us, ſo to be join d together in unity 
of Spirit, by their Doctrine, that we may be made 
an Holy Temple, acceptable unto Thee, thro' JESUS | 
CHRIST our LORD. Amen. on. 


bags” ST” —— 
2 — 
E : 
— 2 
: — 8 


— - — X — 
— = Oy — 
— n — 
— —— — — a 


— 


— - 


_— a wes — 
— — — Gs — — wins — — —— 
3 8 — 2 & 2 md, — — — —— _- — — — * — _ — — — _ — — eo 13 2 — 

be — * p cc - | 

% £ — 3 ba —. * 2 a 
S =” EM — IE — - ST " 

— n — 2 pr” | > N __ — — 2 ow 8 : 3 e 3 bm 1 
7 p ie TIS ES 2X ext a © * — — : pen En RR _— 3 3 — —— — : W Oo Es - — . * bo — 

4 — — 4 — * 1 2 — 8 bo — 2 0 — — A . - ent an * a 2 7 > f > — 
4a — — — 9 — = — — > _ =y 4 . i - — — —— > * wy = — = _ G : 22> U a — — 


3 } Wh | * 
orning:. FFC I. Lefl. 

Pfal. 1, 2, UPON Viſ. 3. 

37 4 5 | II. Eeb. i i 
5 WWW A& 12. par. 
— Saints Dar. ge 
8, 75 8. | | | Wie 6. 


II. Apoc. 19 


ECAUSE it would be an Invincible Under- 


taking to Celebrate diſtinctly the Memorial 


of every one of thoſe Heroick Saints, in whom 
Piety and Vertue have been Eminent and lllu- 
ſtrious; therefore, the Church hath prudently 
thought fit, to ſet apart this Feſtival, for the 
Commemoration of A11-Sainrs, in general, that 
we might thankfully Praiſe and Adore Almigh- 
ty GOD, for the Brave Examples of Devout 
and Courageous Chriſtians, who have Fought a 
good Fight, and finiſh'd their Courſe, and are ſafely 
landed on the Shore of a Happy Eternity. This 
Day opens the Gates of Heaven to Us, and pre- 
ſents Us with an Admirable Map of Beauties, 
even the Glorious Society of the Celeſtial Choir; 
Where we may behold the Trinmphant Army of 
Bleffed Saints and Angels (who were once as 
frail as we are) advanc'd above Satan's Malice, 


or Death's Power, and plac'd in the Regions of 


73; Fe. Bliſs and Immortality. 1 
ſtival Ju-. BUT, that we may fully Underſtand the De- 


cludes ſign of the Church in Inſtituting this- Feſtival, | 


ALL- we muſt know that it was appointed tor a De- 
SAINTS, 


both Mili- 
tant and 


1 


vout Commemoration of AIIL- SAIN TS, both A- 
[:rant, here on Earth, and Triumphant, in the 
Trium Kingdom of Heaven. Of the Firſt, the Pſalmiſt 
\hant, . ſpeaketh | 


a 
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ſpeaketh expreſly, Thou art my LORD, my Good- 
neſs extendeth not to Thee, but tothe SAINTS that 
are in the Earth. (Pſal. 16. 2, 3.) Now, ſuch 
Perſons are truly and properly Saidrs, as are 
called by a Holy Calling, and not diſobedient 
unto it: Such as are endued with a Holy Faith, 
and Purified thereby: Such as are SanQtified by 


the Holy Spirit of GOD, and by Vertue there- 


of, do lead a Holy and Religious Life, Per- 
fecting Holineſs in the Fear of GOD : Such Perſons 
are really and truly Said rs, in the Church Mi- 


litant, and have a Communion one with the o- 
ther. And this is one grand Article of the 


Chriſtian Faith, viz. I Believe the Communion of 
SAINTS. | . 

AND now, that we may know wherein the Verein 
Communion of Saints in the Church Militant te Com- 
conſiſts, (in the Words of a Modern Writer) HH 
it naturally. appears to be this: That there is, in the 
and ought to be, a mutual Intercourſe and Soci- Church 
ety, Fellowſhip and Communion, in all uſual Militant 
and regular Ways, between the ſeveral reſpe- <9/ts. 
ctive Churches and Congregations of Chriſtians 
and Believers z whereby, they declare unto the 
whole World, that altho' both Neceſlity and 


Conveniency oblige them to Aſſemble in diſtin 


Places, and compoſe different Societies; never- 


theleſs, they are all Members of one and the ſame 
Body, of which CHRIST JESUS is the Head : 
that they are all guided by the ſame Spirit, Com- 
municate in the ſame Inſtitutions, and govern'd 


by the ſame general Rules; ſo that whatſoever 


is regularly perform'd and determin'd in one 
Congregation, is aſſented to in all others; and 
whoſoever is received into Communion in one 
Church, is freely admitted into any Other. And 
this is that which in our Creed is called the 

ts ant Holy 


Upon All-Saints Day. 


Wherein 


Holy Catholick,or Univerſal Church.For: ſince we 
are all Incorporated under JESUS CHRIST, the 


Supream Head of the Church; ſince we have all 
Benefit of the ſame Ardinances; partake of the 


ſame Promiſes, are endued with the Graces of 
the ſame mutual Love and Affection, Keeping the 


Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, we muſt | 
needs have Fellowſhip one with another; and not 


only ſo, but may be aſſured of our Eternal Fel- 


 lowſhip with the Bleſſed Saints hereafter : For, 


we are no more Strangers and Foreigners, but Fel- 
low Citizens with the Sx\nTs,and of the Houſhold of 


GOD. (Epheſ. 2. 19.) which brings me to the 


Conſideration of our Communion with the 
SainTs, in the Church Triumphant, 
OUR Communion with the Saints; in Glory, 


ie Com- confiſts in this: viz. On our part, We are td 
munion of Rejoice at their Felicity, and Praiſe Altnighty 


SAINTS 
in the 


GOD, that he has exchang'd their Corruptions | 


Church and Mortality for Robes of endleſs Glory: 


Trium- 


We ſhould be Raviſh'd with Pleaſure, and wound 


phat con- up into a high Admiration of the Divine Good- 
ſiſts. 


neſs, to behold thoſe that were once encompaſsd 


with Innumerable Difficalties and Temptations, 


now made Partakers of thoſe tranſcendent De- 


lights, which Eye hath not ſeen; nor Ear heard, nor 
| bath it centred into the Heart of Man to Conceive. 
The Remembrance of their Glory, fhovld alſo | 


ſtrongly excite Us to follow their good Exam- 


ples, till we come to be made Partakers of that 


Heavenly Kingdom. In the mean time, we ſhall 
never want Matter to Praiſe GOD in their be- 


half, ſince they make good their Communion 
with Us, by doing us many and great Services 


which we cannot percelve, and joining in out 
Devotions to our common Creator; Angels, 


and Arch- Angel:, with Us, and We with them, 
8 laud- 


their Minds, whenever they hear the joy ful 
Tidings of a Sinner reſcued from the Slavery 


the Kingdom of GOD, that. ſhall..be a.Com- 
panion and 8 


Bleſſed Spirits, in that they Pity and Wiſh 
well to Us, and we Praiſe GOD, with, and 
for them: But what they do in Heaven, in 


| ference to them, beſides a Reverential Reſpect; 
and Study of Imitation, is not Reveal d to Us 


as Profeſſing Chriſtian Faith and Obedience, or 
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Lauding and Magnifying G O D's Glorious 

Name. Moreover, thoſe Bleſſed Saixrs con- 
ceive, anew Joy at our Repentance, and find 
a freſh Pleaſure and Delight ſpringing up in 


of the Devil, and a new. Member added to 
panio! Sharer with them in that Bleſſed- 
neſs which they Enjoy. Thus it appears, that 
there is a Communion, between Us and thoſe 


Relation to us. On Earth, more particularly 
conſider'd; or what we ought to perform in Re- 


in the Scriptures, nor can be included by ne- 
ceſſary Deduction from any Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity. It ſufficeth, that Death cannot diſſolve 
the Communion of Saints with one another, 


which is founded on the Church, which tho? 


part on Earth, and part in Heaven, is yet but 
one and the ſame Society; train'd up in the 
fame School, and in due time will be altogether. 
Advanc'd to dwell together in the ſame State of 
eo 888 
AND now, to ſum up the whole Matter, % en 
(in the Words of a Learned Writer) Arr- ihe Zom-, 
SAinTsS, (thoſe which are ſo in outward Eſteem, 77 1 of 
thoſe which are ſo in Heart, and inward Diſpo- 7115 
ſition: Thoſe which either now Converſe upon 
Earth, or which are received into Heaven) 
either in Obligation ſhould, or in Effect do 
Communicate, Partake, Joyn together; Con- 
E ſeut 
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Upon All⸗ Saints Dar. 


— 


— 


"ant and Agree, | in what concerns Saints, or 
Members of the ſame Body; in Believing and 
Acknowledging the ſame Heavenly Truth; 

in Performance of Devotions, and Offices, of 
Piety towards GOD, with or for one ano- 
ther; in Charitable Affection and Good-will 
towards each other; in Affording mutual AG 
fiſtance and Supplies towards each others, 
either Spiritual or Temporal Good; in mu- 
tual Condolency and Compaſſion of each others 
Evil, Congratulation and Complacency in each 
others Happineſs; in minding (according to 
St. Paul's Words) with Care, the ſame thing 
for one another; ſo that, if one Member ſuffers, 


all the Members ſuffer together with it; or if 
one Member be Honour d, all the "Members Re- 
joice with it. (1 Cor. 12. 25, 26.) So that 
in a Word, A1L-Sainrs, (or, Sanctified Per- 
ſons,) have Communion with Angels, and 
Arch-Angels, Cherubins, and Seraphins ; with 
the Glorious Company of the Apoſtles, the Goods 
dy Fellowſhip of the Prophets, the Noble Army of 
Martyrs; and with the Holy Church Aili- 
tant on Earth, and e in the King- 
dom of Heaven, 
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can have a more prevailing Influence upon the /#4e/r:4f 
| Aan, 


Wills and Affections of Mankind, than an Aſ- 
ſurance of thoſe Eternal Rewards, and Everlaſt- 


ing Preferments, which are prepared for all 
ſuch as continue Patient in well. doing. The Deſire 


of Happiueſs, is Incorporated and Inter woven 


with our Nature; *tis the Rule of our Inclina- 
tions, and the End of all our Actions: Bur, at 
the ſame time, there is nothing here below, 
that can yield Us any true and ſolid Satisfacti- 
on. And ſo, if ever we deſign to be compleat- 
1y Happy, we muſt prepare our ſelves for the 


Joys of Heaven, which are Spiritual and Sub- 


lime, and proportion'd to our nobleſt and moſt 


capacious Faculties. Celeſtial Bleſſedneſs, as 


much exceeds our moſt rais'd Thoughts, as GOD 


is more Glorious ia himſelf, than in any Repre- 
ſentation made of him, by the ſhadows of our 
Earthly Imaginations. For, Eye hath not ſeen; 


nor Ear heard, neither hath it entred into the Heart 
of Man to ccnceive, what GOD hath, prepared for 


thoſe that Love him, ( 1 Cor. 2. 9.) And there- 


fore, I ſhall not launch out into a large Diſcourſe 
upon this exalted Theme, but ſhall only confine 
my Thoughts to the ſubject Matter of this Day. 


To proceed then: The Bodies of the Sawers 


1 Malt. 


A MONG the many and great Advantages of Happinet 
Piety and Virtue, there is not One that the univer- 
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ſhall be raiſed from the Grave, and beautified 
with the moſt ſplendid Ornaments. Then 
they will be Inttoduc'd into the Society of the 
Happi- Bleſſed Spirits of Fuſt Men made Perfect, who will 
neſs of the geſeothe their Arrival, and entertain them with 
SAINTS Everlaſting Hymns of oye and Songs of 


4 — . | "TR 
8 Euchariſt, to the undivided 


thoſe brave Minds, thoſe innocent and charita- 


ble Souls, whom we have ſeen, and heard, and 
read of in this World. Then we ſhall be con- 
ducted into the Company of the Patriarchs and 


Prophets, Apoſtles and Martyrs, and introducd 


into an intimate Acquaintance with them, and 


With all thoſe Great and Generous Souls, who 
by their Glorious Examples, have recommend- 
ed themſelves to the World. And, what an 
unſpeakable Felicity muſt it be, to ſpend an E- 
ternity in ſuch noble Converſation? and to Phi- 
loſophize freely with Angels and Arch- Angels, 
and all the bleſſed Company of Heaven? The 


Joys will certainly be ſo compleat and raviſhing, | 


that a Thouſand Tears there, are but as one Day, 
in this Vale of Miſery, How inexpreſlibly great 
is the Happineſs, that proceeds from the Illu- 
_ mination of a purified Soul? All that is beau- 
tiful or deſirable here, the Kingdoms of the 


whole World, with all their Splendor, is 


but a faint ſhadow of that Glory, a drop of 


that vaſt Ocean of Delights: for this is in- 
deed the Peace of GOD, which paſſes all under- 


anding. 


— 


Motires IF then, we deſire to be like the Sarxrs in 
70 Pra- Glory, we muſt charge our ſelves with a ſtric 


dice. Imitation of their Holineſs and Vertue. Upon 


theſe Days, we ſhould propound to our ſelves. as 


our Patterns, all thoſe Holy and Excellent Per- 


ſons, 


I RINITY. - There, 
we {hall meet with all thoſe excellent Perſons, 


oO TOP TY 


The PRAVER. 


— 


ſons, who have gone before Us, and are at 
reſt from their Labours, and all the good Works 


which they have done, are gone along with 


them; and they are now, and ſhall for ever be 
receiving the Comfort and Reward of them. 
And, if we tread in their Steps, by a zealous 


Imitation of the Piety and Holineſs of their 


Lives, and of the Conſtancy and Patience of 
their Sufferings; we ſhall one Day be Tran- 
. ſlated into their Bleſſed Society, and be made 
Partakers with them of the ſame Glorious 
Reward. For, if we have our Fruit unto Holineſs, 
our End ſhall be everlaſting Life. 


8 
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The PRAYER. 


OST Gracious 6 O D! the Author of all 
IVI Santtity, and the Lover of all Unity; whoſe 
Wiſdom has Eſtabliſh d an Admirable Communion, 
between thy Church Triumphant in Heaven, and 
Militant on Earth, as Members of the ſame My- 
ſtical Body, whereof thy Son FESUS CHRIST is 


the Head: Mercifully Grant, that as thy Bleſſed 
| Saints, continually Adore the Brightneſs of thy Mas 
jefty, ſo I may in correſpondency to their Admira- 
ble Employment, perpetually Celebrate thy Praiſe, 


and Imitate their Holy Converſations, till we all 
meet before thy Glorious Throne, and unanimouſly 
join to (mg Eternal Hallelujahs, to Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, to whom be all Glory and Honour, A- 
doration and Euchariſt, nom and for ever. Amen. 
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The Correct. 
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The Correct. 


ALMIGHTY GOD! who haſt knit together 
O thine Elect in one Communicn and Fellowſhip, 
in the Myſtical Body of thy Son CHRIST our 
LORD: Grant me Grace, fo to follow thy Bleſ- | | 
fed SAINTS in all virtuous and godly Living, | : 
that J may come to thofe Unſpeakable Joys, which | 
thou haſt prepar d for them that unfeignedly Love 
Thee, through JESUS CHRIST our LORD. 


Amen. 


APPENDIX. 


Giving an 


Exact Account 


Of the three Grand 


SOLEMNITIES, 


Laſt added to the 


LITURGY 


QF THE 


Church of England. 
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Wonen this Land, and whole e 
flouriſn'd in a moſt Happy and Plenti- 
ful Peace, as well at Home as Abroad, ſuſtain- 
ed and conducted by thoſe two main Pillars of 
all good Government; Piety and Juſtice. Anno 
i 1605. and in the third Year of the Reign of 
James the Firſt, King of England, there was by 
the Papiſts, contrived a Jangerous (a) Plot: Gun- 
which was, to Blow up with Gun-Powpes, both Powder- 
Houſes of Parliament, at a time when the King, Treaſon 
Prince, and all the Nobility ſhould be ſitting Ew 
in the Upper-Houſe, and all the Knights and 
Burgeſſes in the Lower. A villany ſo Black and 
Horrid, fo Inhumane and Barbarous, that it " 
f ſcarce to be ParalleFd in any Age or Na- | 
Ion. | 
THE Principal Conſpirator was Robert þ 
Catesby, a Gentleman of a plentiful Fortune, | 
who firſt contriv'd the Stratagem, and com- 
municated it to Thomas Piercy, Robert Winter, The Privci- 
Thomas Winter, John Grant, Ambroſe Rookwood, pal Con- 
John Wright, Francis Treſham, Sir Everærd Dig- pi 8 
95 and other Gentlemen of good Eſtates; who, 


like 
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0 Vide Dr. Barlow's Diſcourſe of GYX-rOVDER 
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like combuſtible Matter, took Fire at the firſt 
Motion, and thought to Acquire a ſplendid Re- 
putation among the Papiſts by Effecting it. And 
to the end, that they might proceed with the 
greater Secrecy, Mr. Piercy hires a Cellar under 
the Parliament Houſe, wherein he lays ſeveral 
Barrels of Guxn-PowvpeR, and covers them with 
Wood and Faggots. Thus the firſt part of the 
Plot was laid in good Readineſs,and they reſolv'd 


to put their Diabolical Deſign in Execution up- f 


on the Fir r Or No FUER, When the King agd 


both Houſes were to meet; but withal, they 
had a Deſign of preſerving the Lady Elizabeth, 


My Loans, 1 
A Letter © $ of the Love I bear to ſome of your 
2 we. “ Friends, I have a Care of your Pre- 
LOT 


Montea- 
Sle. 


and making her Queen, that under her Minori- 


ty, they might re-eſtabliſh Popery. To which 
end, they appointed a great Hunting Match 
on the Day when the Blow was to be given, 
at Duaſmore Heath in Warwickſhire, where the 
Thus they thought them- | 
ſelves very Politick and Secure; but one of 
them, being willing to fave the Lord Monteagle, 


Lady Elizabeth was. 


wrote the following Letter to him. 


© fervation. Therefore I would wiſh you 


“ (as you tender your ſelf) to forbear your 


&« Attendance at this Parliament; for GOD 


„ and Man have concurr'd to puniſh the Wick- | 
And think not {lightly ' 
c of this Advertiſement ; ior tho' there be no 


0 


* 


edneſs of this Time. 


„Appearance of any ſtir, yet, I ſay, they 
c ſhall receive a terrible Blow this Parliament, 
©« and yet they ſhall not ſee who hurt them. 
This Counſel is not to be contemn'd, becauſe 
& it may do you good, and can do you no 

DE 0 „„ © harm: 


Upon Gun-polvder Treaſon Dar. 459 


* harm: for the danger is paſt, as ſoon as you 
*© burn this Letter. I hope GOD will give 
* you Grace to make uſe of it, to whoſe 
% Holy Protection I commend you. 


THE Lord Monteagle was very much ſur- 
priz'd, at the Reception of this Letter, and im- 
mediately repairs. to His Majeſty's Chappel at 
WWhite-Hall, and communicated the Contents of 
it to the Earl of Salisbury, his Majeſty's Princi- Ręveal i ia 
pal Secretary. The Earl knowing not what to the Eart of 
make of it, acquainted the Lord Chamberlain Salisbury 


with it, and then the Earls of Worcefter and en 


Northampton, who having all of them concurr'd 
to a re- examination of the ſaid Letter, they 
concluded that how ſlight a Matter it might 
at firſt appear to be, yet it was not abſolute- 
ly to be contemn'd; and therefore they ac- 
quainted the King with it, as ſoon as he was 


returned from Hunting. The King conſid er- 


ing it, told them, that it certainly imported 
fome ſudden Danger, and ſo he commanded 


that a ſtrict Search ſhould be mede about the 7eKing's 
arli Whereupon, the Lord 0rders jor 
Chamberlain, accompanied with the Lord /on- ſearching _ 


Parliament Houſe. 


teagle, entred the Vault under the Upper- wr 
Houſe, where they found great ſtore of Billets, 4 be 
Faggots, and Coals ; and enquiring of Whiz- Vaults 
yard (Keeper of the Wardrobe) to what uſe he under it, 
had put thoſe lower Rooms and Cellers, he | 
told them, he had let the Vault to Mr. Thomas 
Piercy, and that the Wood and Coals belonged 
to him, But the Lord Chamberlain caſting his 
Eye aſide, eſpied Guido Fawkes ſtanding up in a 
Corner; who being queſtion'd what he did 
there, Said, he was Mr. P:ercy's Servant. Up- 
on this, the Lord Monteagle ſuſpected ſomewhat 

oy Be | mare 
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more than ordinary, and had a ſtrong, Impulſe | 


that Percy was the Author of the Letter, and ſo 


after a ſecond Conſultation, the King and 
Council order'd Sir Thomas Knever, (a Gentle- |} 
man of his Majeſty's Privy-Chamber) diligent- 
I/ to re-ſearch the Cellar ; who with a Retinue, 

coming into that Infernal Vault, (the very Night 
before the intended Maſſacre) they diſcovered - 


Guido Guido Fawkes at the Door with his Boots on, and 


Fawkes preſently ſeiz'd upon him; but ſearching his 

Pockets, they found a Piece of Touch-wood, a a 
Tinder-box, and a Watch, which Mr. Percy | 
of the Par- had bought the antecedent Day, to try how long 


und at 


0 % 
Midni, ht 
At thæ Door 


Iiament 


The Plot 


Houle, 


The Con- 
fpirators 
Appre- 


tended. 


| gury in the Tower: 


the Touch-wood would burn, that was prepar'd 
to give Fire to the Train of PowWoꝶER. After 


that, they went into the Cellar, and found 
Thirty fix Barrels of Gun-Powver hid under 
the Coals and Faggots. Fawkes finding him- 
ſelf detected, conteſt the Fact, declaring that 
41 . the Devil, and not GOD, | 
1 Moreover, he told them, That if he had been 

mithin the Vault, when he was taken, as he was 
immediately before, he would inſtantly have Blown | 


was tbe Diſcoverer. 


it up. 


IHE Plot being thus miraculouſly diſcover'd 
by the un-erring Providence of the Almighty, | 
the happy News was brought to the King at 
four o'th Clock in the Morning, who order'd 
the High-Sherifts of Warwickſhire and Worceſter- | 
ſhire to purſue the reſt of the Conſpirators, wha | 
were Apprehended and Taken at Stephen Little- | 
ton's Houſe at Halbeach. Piercy and Catesby ſal- 
lied out deſperately, and fought till they were 
both killd, and fo were John and Chriſtopher | 
Wright. Thomas Winter, Francis Treſham, and 
Treſham died of a Stran- 


the reſt, were taken. 
But Thomas Winter, Guida 
„„ Fawkes, 
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Fawkes, Robert Keys, Thomas Bates, Robert Nin- 
ter, John Grant, Ambroſe Rookwood, and Sir E And Exe- 
verard Digby, were all Executed. And the King ted. 
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Ihk ſtrange and miraculous Deliverance of 
d | this Church and Nation, is an illuſtrious 
7, Y Demonſtration of the un-erring Providence of 
at the Almighty. On this Day, in the Reign of 
d King James the Firſt, the Gun-Powper TREA- 
sor, was wonderfully diſcovered, and happily 
10 prevented. The Pror was contriv'd by thoſe 
le- of the Romiſh Church, (the implacable Enemies | 
l- of the whole Reformation) and the Malice that A Relation 
re ] inſpir'd the Conſpirators, was ſo Diabolical, of our E- 
er I} that nothing but Hell could be the Original of 
ad it. For the Deſign was laid, to have given no 
in- J time nor warning to thoſe who were to be Maſ- 
ida | . VF 


gave the Lord Monteagle, (the firſt Diſcoverer) 
500 l. per Annum for his Life, beſides 200 l. a 
Year to him and his Heirs for ever. And to 


the End that the whole Kingdom might be truly 


mindful of ſuch a Merciful Diſpenſation, he 


cauſed the Firru Or Novemser (the Day of 


the Diſcovery ) to be ſet apart, for the Praiſes 


and Celebration of the Divine Goodneſs, which 
was then ſolemnly perform'd, and hath been 
fince, and J hope will be continued to the End 
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ſacred; but King, Prince, and Parliament, were 
all to be blown up, and deſtroy'd in a Moment. 
So that, they were reſolved to make the whole 
Nation one great Aceldema; and not only our 
Lives, but that Religion, by which we hope to 
fave our Lives, were in extreme Danger. But, 


— — 


Heaven confounded this unparallel d wicked 


A Deſcrip- 
tion of the 
Event. 


Enterprize, by an unexpected Diſcovery. The | 
Almighty and All- ſeeing LORD, viſibly mani- 


feſted his ſtupendious Wiſdom and Power, by 
this ſeaſonable Interpoſition of his Providence. 
He detected their private latreagues, and cruel | 


Machinations; ſo that all their Politicks ap- 


pear'd to be Folly, and they were taken in their 


own Craftineſs. This Deliverance, was a real 


and ſubſtantial Bleſſing; a Mercy which pre- 
ſerv'd the true Religion from Extirpation, and 
ſecured it to After- Ages. On this Day, like- | 


wiſe, the Almighty hath refreſhed our Memories 


by a ſecond Deliverance ; which was, by the 
Happy Arrival of his late Majefty King William, | 


to whom, GOD gave. the Courage and Reſolu- 


tion to venture his Perſon, and hazard his For- 


tunes in the World, to reſcue Us, and the 


Thanks 
and Pra iſe 
due 1060 
upon this 
Account. 


Proteſtant Intereſt, from Popery and Arbitrary 
Power. And therefore, we ought joyfully to 
Celebrate the infinite Wiſdom, and Power, and 
Goodneſs of our Bleſſed LORD, which ſo emi- 
nently appear'd in theſe wonderful Works. 
Such extraordinary Favours, deſerve extraor- | 
dinary Praiſes; Mercies ſo great and ineſtima- 


ble, Merit reiterated, and redoubled Acts of 
Gratitude; and, a Day, ſo ſignaliz'd, and fing- 
led out by Providence, ought to be for ever 


folemniz'd with Joy and Euchariſt, by all the 


true Sons of the Church. 


THE 


this. For the horrid Conſpiracy was contriv'd 


| 


— — 


2 i 
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| TRE Providence of Almighty GOD, is too 8 
large and copious a Subject, to be throughly P 


dence. 


treated of in this place, and therefore, at pre- 


ſent, let it ſuffice to ſay: That the Divine Pro- 


vidence regulates all the Actions and Intentions 


of Men; and that there is not one Occurrence 


of Life, but proceeds by the Rule and Limit of 


an antecedent Decree. Let our Enemies be 


never ſo Crafty and Numerous we have a help 


at hand, who diſcerns their moſt ſecret Prors, 


baffles their moſt politick Deſigns, and invali- 
dates their moſt formidable Preparations. This 


- 


0 D's 
rovi- 


Day's ſolemnity gives us an eminent Proof of Aluſtriou- 


in Hell and Darkneſs, and they proceeded with 


a King and Kingdom, out of the very Jaws of 


Death. By his Omnipotent Power, he diſlipa- 


ted their cunning Attempts. By his infinite 


Wiſdom, he found out, and laid open, all their 


cruel and conceal'd Intreagues: And by his emi- 
nent Juſtice, paid them the Wages of their Ini- 
quity; and fo, preferv'd his Church tor his 
own Glory, and as an everlaſting Monument 
of his maryellous Goodneſs. This is a noble 
Illuſtration of the Divine Philanthropy, and does 
but reflect a brighter Luſtre upon the Perfecti- 
ons of the Almighty, than if it had never been 
contrived. For, it GOD make us like the mi- 
raculous Buſh, unburnt in the midſt of cheſe 
Flames, we may neither feel nor fear harm. 


Only thus, the Malice of the Wicked is diſ- 


covered and diſappointed, and the Divine 


Power and Mercy is more Manifeſted, and his 


Name more Glorified, than if we had never 


deen Aſſaulted. We need not be terrified 2 
our 


fly mani- 
felted in 
is a a this Days | 
all the Secreſy imaginable : But, the Almighty, Deliver- 
by his unerring Providence (as it were) ſnatch'd ance. 


The PRAVER. 


our moſt inveterate Oppoſers, ſo long as we 
have the Aid and Protection of an irreſiſtable 
Power: For, be our Foes never ſo Numerous 
or Potent, their Contrivances and Preparations 
never ſo great, till they can Conquer Heaven, 
they need not Amaze us, who cannot Periſh, 
while GOD is for us. ET oy 
LE IT us then, who are Members of this 
Reformed Church, joyfully e the 
Praiſes of the Divine Majeſty, conti 
nued Wonders of Providence, and admirable 
Demonſtrations of his Love. Let us adhere 


ſtedfaſtly to the true Religion, and vigorouſly | 


promote its Intereſt, by a Holy and Exem- 
plary Life. And, let us in all Dangers and 
Neceſſities, call on the Name of that ſupreme 


LORD, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, who | 


neither wants Power nor Inclination, to reſcue 


all thoſe who put their Truſt in him; 


* — 
x 7 * 


The Pray: ; 


ZN OMNIPOTENT LORD 60D! Who didſt 


on this Day, miraculouſly deliver thy Church, | 
from the wicked Conſpiracies, and malicious Practi- 
ces of all the Enemies thereof. Make me, I moſt | 
humbly beſeech Thee, truly ſenſi. le of this, and all o- 


ther thine Ineſtimable Bleſſings, from time to time 


| beſtowed upon us. *Tis thou, O LORD ! that canſt 


invalidate the Aſſaults of our moſt formidable Op- 


poſers, and make the Methods which they took fo 
advance their Cauſe, prove the Ruin of it, Let the 
Conſideration of this amaxing Gooaneſs, and All-wiſe 
Providence, make me joyfally Celebrate thy PI 
e 1 


or theſe conti- 


wy kk 2 8 1 
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not only with my Lips, but in my Life, by giving up 
my ſelf to thy Service, and by walking before thee, 
in Holineſs and Ri hteouſneſs all my Days, thro 
FESUS CHRIST our LORD, to whom with T hee, 
and the HOLY G HOST, all Honour and Glory, Power, 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, be Aſcrib'd by all 
Angels, and all Men, and all Creatures, now, aud 
to all Eternity. Amen: „ 


yr — 


The Correct. 


E GOD! and our moſt mighty Prote- 
1 Sor, I thy unworthy Servant, do humbly pre- 
ſent my ſelf before thy Majeſty, acknowledging thy 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in preſerving the 
King, and the Eſtates of this Realm Aſſembled in 
Parliament, from the Deſtruction, this Day intended 
a ęainſt them. Make me, I beſeech the, truly Thank- 
— ful for this thy great Mercy towards me; particularly 
for making this Day again memorable, by 4 freſh In- 
ſtance of thy loving Kindneſs towards me. I Bleſs 
thee for giving his late Majeſty a ſafe arrival here, and 
for making all Oppoſition fall before him, till he 
a became our King and Governour. Protect and defend 
ſt | our Sovereign Lady the Queen, and all the Royal 
h, Y Family, from all Treaſons and Conſpiracies. Pre- 
3 oi her in thy Faith, Fear and Love; Proſper hei 
; eign with long Fon een here on Earth, and 
3. Y Crown her with Everlaſting Glory hereafter, in the 
„ie Y Kingdom of Heaven, thro' JESUS CHRIST; Gut 
- ſt only Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. . 


TY - nnen n r T7 
. 3 eereremm_ as rat 


Wp- 
fo | 7 
viſe | 886 , UPON 


N 2 S 2 Wore K - 8 PR F—_—_ _ 2 * ” 
I", > Dm ay. — . + —— N * — « "—— w 2 2 « ca 8 Re TE a4 - - . ** — — © - AA 4 - — 
: 2=Y * L 1 — — 4. hs © — er — 4 0 hs . gh 2 — me 
y Ie P n . rr 3 1 — n Pa "=. + ar AR... * * — — 8 * — « —_— * 
n ISS Ly -——— IPD * v 1 888 1 88 2. 5 4 4, & AE Lo * -- at - 2 Fg DE, _ - - > — * 
0 — 8 A —— nd BB - #6... $44 * a TI. * 9 . =—— wy _ 9 * 4 — 4 > 
* = A = L . 4 * - - — - - : 


8 
ä — — — 


5 > * 3 . 


— 3 
ns by 
. —— — 4 A we 3 4 — 
NN er: . K 
— ov we ot o—_ 
- 


Morning. 
I. Leſſon 


| Morning. 


ur ON 


Pſalßm. | 2 Sam. 1. 
Prop. 75 M . VII. Mat. 27 
IO, 11. UM: | Noon? x { Eveniiio 
9: King Charies s Mar-\;. Leg 
Evens. | . Fer. 41. 
38, 64, III. eb. 11. 


tyrdom. and 12907; 


143. 


u Hiſtory of this Days Tragedy, need 


not be repeated here, becauſe many yet 


alive remember it, and others may read it in our 
(a) Annals, where it ſtands to the everlaſting 
Infamy of all that acted therein. It is ſufh- 
cient to my purpoſe, to give this brief Ac- 
count of it. Apts ih 


King KING CuarLes the Firſt, was certainly, Aa 


<7: Prince of admirable Endowments, both of Mind 
:Chara8er and Body. In his Temper he was Brave, Mag- 
of bis Per- nificent, Liberal and Conſtant. He was of a 
ſon and Majeſtick, Comely Preſence, and did not fall 
Temper. ſhort of the braveſt Heroes in Perſonal Valour. 
He was very conſtant and regular in his Devo- 
tions; a great Patron of the Clergy of the 
Church of England, and fo zealous for the Do- 


arine and Diſcipline of that Church, that he 
ſeal'd it with his Blood; and when he could no 
longer ſupport it with his Arms, he defended it 
with his Pen, beyond all Contradiction. In 
ſhort, (as one gives a Character of him) He was 
* the beſt of Husbands, the beſt of Fathers, the 
© beſt of Maſters, and the beſt of Men”, But, 
notwithſtanding all theſe admirable Accompliſh- 
7 FVV ments 


. a 
* ** r 


— 


Vid. The Hiſtory of England. Vol, II. Page 173. 
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ments, ſeveral Rebels of debauch'd Principles; 


and forfeited Conſciences, not only impeach dd 
the Kings Legal Miniſters; and purſued his Loy- De unjuſt 
al Subjects with Fire and Sword; but boldly de- Proceed- 


manded one Branch of his Prerogative after and- ga hich 


ther, till at laſt, they unjuſtly Impriſoned him 
and falſely charg'd him with the Murthers and 


Oppreſſions which they themſelves had caus'd; 
they Condemn'd him without Law, and Execu- 
ted him without Mercy. And now, that we 
may know how this good King behav'd himſelf, 


under all theſe Afflicting Diſpenſations, I will ſet 


down ſome remarkable Paſſages, as I have Col- 


lected them from a Modern Hiſtorian: 


AFTER thesentence of Death was moſt iinjuſts be 13 
ly paſſed upon the King, the rude Soldiers ſcoffed lu thi 
at him as he went down Stairs; blew the Smoke SP1diets: 


of their Tobacco in his Face (a thing always 


very offenſive to him) and one more abomina- 
bly Inſolent than the reſt, ſpit in his Face, which 


his Majeſty patiently wip'd off, taking no far- 


ther notice of it: And as he paſſed along, hear 
ing ſome of them, (by the inſtigation of their Of- 


fcers,) cry out, Juſt ice, Juſtice; and Execution, he 


5 ney, they would do as much for their Com- 

* manders”. Afterward, the King heating be Klug 
that his Execution was determin'd to be the tiext ſees bie 
Day, he deſir'd that his two Children, namely; Childreiir 
the Duke of Gloceſter, and the Lady Elizabeth, 

might be brought to him, which was according- 


ſaid, © Alaſs, poor 77 for a Piece of Mo- 


Iy done. And after he had given his Bleſſing to 


the Princeſs, he bid her, Remember to tell 
** her Brother James, that he ſhould no more 
* look upon CuaxlEs as his Elder Brother on- 
44 1y, but as his Sovereign; and that they ſhovld 


® Love one another, and Forgive their Father? 


868 2 Ens⸗ 
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% Enemies”. Then taking the Duke of Glo- 


r 


0 
ceſter upon his Knee, he ſaid, © Sweet Heart, - 
© now they will cut off thy Father's Head; (at © 
which Words, the Child look'd very earneſtly t 
upon him) © Mark Child, what 1 ſay, they will 0 
« cut off my Head, and perhaps make thee a 6 
« King ; but I ſay, you muſt not be a King, h 
* ſo long as your Brother CryarLes and James c 
gare alive; for they will cut off your Brothers d 
& Heads, as ſoon as they can catch them, and d. 
* cut thine off too at laſt; and therefore, 1 ce 
* charge yon, do not be made a King by cc 
« them”. To which the Child ſighing, re- 4 

ply'd, © I will be torn in Pieces firſt —— . 7 

which falling very unexpectedly from a Child fo wi 

young, it made the King rejoyce exceed- yo, 

En —ov oi os „ a 

The Biſhop ON the fatal Day, (being the zoth of Janus an 
of London ary,) the Biſhop of London read Divine Service in . 
aſſ/ts him his Preſence, and the 25th of St. Matthew, (the 60 

iin bis De- Hiſtory of our Saviour's Paſſion) being appoin- toc 


Toots by the Church for that Day ; he gave the lat 
Hiſhop Thanks for his ſeaſonable Choice of the Th 
Leſſon : but the Biſhop acquainting him that it Ex 


was the Service of the Day, it comforted him # wh 
. exceedingly, and then he proceeded to Receive {aid 
the Holy Sacrament. His Devotions being end- "oY 


ed, he was brought from St. James s to Mhitehal, ſon 
by a Regiment on Foot; and the Guards march- ſtre 
ing but a flow Pace, the King bid them go faſter, at o 
ſaying, That he now went before them, to K The 
** ſtrive for an Heavenly Crown, with leſs ſol- B Blac 
% licitude than he had often encourag'd his Sol- Cha 
** diers to Fight for an Earthly Diadem“. FB this 

He s When he came upon the Scaffold, at the Place # KIN 

brought to of Execution, he ſaid; © My Conſcience (I 

{we al. e think) is very well known to all the Wark 


of the Church of England”. Then turning to haviour. 
the Executioner, he ſaid, I ſhall ſay but very 


having put on his Night-Cap, he ſaid to the Exe- 
cutioner, Does my Hair trouble you? who 


done accordingly. Then ſaid he, © I have a 


Trouble, it is a (hort one; but you may conſider it 


which he made Anſwer, It is faſt, Sir. At laſt 
at one blow, ſevered his Head from his Body. 22 
u⸗ 
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© and therefore, I declare before you all, that is Ex- 
« Idye a Chriſtian, according to the Profeſſion cellent Be- 


* ſhort Prayers, and when I thruſt out my 
* Hands, let that be your Sign”. Atter this, 


deſired him to put it under his Cap, which was 


* good Cauſe, and a Righteous GOD on my 
© fide”. To which the Biſhop reply'd, There 
is but one Stage more; this is Turbulent and full of 


will ſoon carry you a very great way. It will carry 
you from Earth to Heaven, and there you will find 
a great deal of cordial Joy and Happineſs. Then 
anſwer'd the King, | $9 from a Corruptible 
to an Incorruptible Crown, where there is 
** no Diſturbance at all”. After this, the King 
took off his Cloak, and his George, giving the 
latter to the Biſnop; ſaying, * Rememzes. 
Then looking upon the Block, he faid to the 
Executioner ; © You mult ſet it faſt. To 


{aid the King; © When I ſtretch out my Hands 
** this way, then do your Work”, So after 
ſome ſhort Ejaculatory Prayers, the King 
ſtretch'd forth his Hands, and the Executioner Hh 14... 


They were both put into a Coffin cover'd with 44 
Black Velvet, and convey'd to St. George's rial. 
Chappel, and there Interr'd in the Vault, with 
this Inſcription upon the Coffin, CHARLES, 
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FOR Mats. 21. 
fromVer, 


tyrdom. Ver. 42. 


1 Death of the Royal Martyr, King 


CuakRLEs the Firſt, was not in any degree 


inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 


have reſcued him out of their Hands. But the 


Divine Providence, in the diſpoſal and order- 


ing of things in this World, is too Myſterious and 


Incomprehenſible to be fathom'd by our finite 


Underſtandings. The great and wiſe Gover- 


nor of Heaven and Earth, is Righteous in all his 


"ays, and Holy in all his Mors; and therefore, 
altho' we ſee no reaſon why he permits a thing 
to be done, yet we ought to believe there was 
a jaſt reaſon, ſince he did it, who can do nothing 
wrong. GOD intended (no doubt) to glorifie 


our Martyr, by his exemplary Patience and Suf- 
ferings, and to puniſh a ſinful and ungrateful 
Nation, by taking him out of it. This excel- 
lent King, was a Perſon, in whom the Divine 
Grace did | 

whereof, were ſo conſpicuous and ſo dazling, 


as to convert ſome of his Perſecutors. His Faith, 


was active and ſteady ; his Patience ſingular and 


extraordinary; his Humility . moſt Huſtrions 


and Amiable; his Meekneſs, under the high- 
elt Provocations, was Stupendious and Admira- 


ble : 


2 „ 6% ns fs AY pad , 


eminently appear; the ſhining, Rays 
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ble: But, above all, his Behaviour at the Hour 
of his Death, was moſt Magnificent and Heroick. 
At that time, he ſeem'd abundantly more com- 
pos 'd than any of the Spectators, which beyond 
all diſpute, was a happy Prelude to thoſe raviſh- 
ing Joys, which he was going to partake of. His 
Death, made him Immortal, aud he whom they 
falſly numbred among Tranſgreſſors, is now 
numbred among ſt the Saints in Glory everlaſtino, 
BUT now, what a ſad loſs was here, to a di- 7he Sins of 
ſtreſſed Nation? It was certainly, a great Cala- e 8 
mity to us, to be ſo ſoon deprived of ſo excel- Cauſe 7 
I lent a Prince; and it was abundantly more our 25% 74s 
„ loſs, than the Martyr'd Kings, becauſe our Wel- Solemni- 
I fare depended on him. Without doubt, the ty: 
IPeäeople of this Land, had highly provoked the 


© King of Heaven, by their innumerable Tranſ- 

| greſſions; otherwiſe, he would not have laid 

ö ſuch a Judgment uponChurch and State, nor have 

. permitted our Religion and Government, to be 

F both ruin'd in the murder of this juſt Prince. He 

E had given him to us in Mercy, to make us Hap- 

1 py; but ſince we deſpiſed his Love, as well as 

8 our own Felicity, he took him away in his heavy 

* Diſpleaſure. Let us therefore, take care not to 

e perſevere in our wickedneſs, but inſtantly ſhake it 

- off by Repentance, and heartily implore the 

1 Divine Mercy; for, no importunity is too great 

R to avert ſo dreadful Vengeance as the Death of | 
E our lawful Sovereign deſerves, or to procure i 
's Pardon for ſo heinous a sin 1 
37 TO Conclude: Let us ſet apart this Day, to Conclu- i 
2 preſerve the Remembrance of his bright Exam- fion- I 
d ple; and let us diligently practice thoſe excel- : 
us lent Virtues, for which he was juſtly admir'd, ' 
n- and hold faſt the Profeſſion of that Faith which 
a- he ſealed with his Blood. That ſo when our 

e! f Ge 4 Cour ſe 
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The Prayer. TIE 


* 


Courſe is finiſned, we may receive the Enge 
Bone ſerve, Well done, good and faithful Servant, 


and have our Portion with him, in that everlaſt- 
ing Glory, which he now enjoys. N 


ͤ— 


The Pravi, 


Our and Everlaſting o D. uſt and 


Righteous in all thy Ways, and wonderful in 


thy Doings towards the Children of Men; who in thy 
beavy diſpleaſure, didſt ſuffer the Life of our Sove- 
reign King CHARLES the Firſt, to be this Day ta- 
Len away, by wicked and perfidious Hands, I Con- 


feſs, O LORD ! that our hainous Provocations was 


the Cauſe of that eminent Judgment upon the Church 
and Nation: But, O Gracious GOD | call not our 
old Sins to Remembrance, neither lay the Blood of the 
Royal Martyr, to the charge of the People of this 
Land: But, ſpare us, good LORD! ſpare thy Peo- 
ple, whom thou baſt Redeem'd with thy moſt precious 
Blood, and be not angry with us for ever. So ſhall I 
lay ſeriouſly to Heart thy wonderful Compaſſion, in 
not cutting us off in our Sins, and admire that incom- 


prehenſible Love, which gave us a ſpeeay warning of 
our Danger: and for the Time to come, vouchſafe 
me thy Aſſiſting Grace, that I may run the way of 
thy Commandments with indefatigable Vigour, and at 
laſt be admitted into thy Heavenly Kingdom, to live 
and reign with Thee for ever, thro FESUS CHR IST 


v LORD, Amen. 


The 


The ColTxcrs. 


* X rs 


The Correcrs, 


1. 


LESSED LORD! in whoſe fit che each of thy 


Saints is precious; I magnifie thy Name for that 
abundant Grace beſtowed on our late Martyr d Sove- 


reign, by which, he was enabled fo chearfully to fol- 


low the ſteps of his Bleſſed Maſter and Saviour, in a 


conſtant meek Suffering of all Barbarous Indignities, 
and at laſt, reſiſting unto. Blood; and even then, ac- 
cording to the ſame Pattern, Praying for his Murder- 
ers. Let his Memory, 0 LORD! be ever Bleſſed 


among us, that we may follow the Example of his Pa- 

tience and Charity. And, grant, that this our La 
may be freed from the e ere of his Blood, and 
orgiveneſs of our Sins, 


thy Mercy glorified in the 
and all for JESUS CHRIST his fake. An. 


II. 


8 RANT, LORD! Ibeſeech Thee, that the courſe 
— of this World, may be ſo peaceably order d by 
thy Governance, that thy Church may joyfully ſerve 


Thee in all godly Quietneſs, thro JESUS CHRIST, 


uren 
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in the manner before mention' d, upon the 
zoth Day of January, 1648; "His Eldeſt Son, 
Prince CHæRHES, by uncueſtionable Right, ſuc- 
ceeded the Crown of Englapd, Scotland and Ire- 


land, in the 18th Year, of his Age: So that we 
may conclude, that the Miſeries of that Day, 


made way for the joy of this Solemnity. The 
Royal Martyr's cruel Tragedy, and all the wo» 
ful Conſequences of it in Church and State, for 


a long ſpace of time, made this Day to be Cele- 
brated with ſuch extraordinary and univerſal 
|  Rejoicing, as if the Nation had got a new Soul, 
and every Man had this Day been firſt made 
free. For twelve Years was our Illuſtrious King 
depriv'd of his Sovereignty, by Traitors and 
Regicides; by which means, our Religion, our 


Liberty, our Eſtates and Lives were all at ſtake; 


Plundering and Sequeſtration, Fines and Impri- 


ſonment, Baniſhment and the Sword, had made 
our Condition ſeem helpleſs, and our Ruin una- 
voidable. But on a ſudden, we had a moſt con- 
vincing, Evidence of GOD's abundant Goodneſs, 


in reſtoring our ancient Government and Reli- 


gion; ſo that our Church and Monarchy ſeem'd 
to have a new Reſurrection from the Grave. On 
4 7ay the 8th, Anno Domini 1660, his Majeſty 

was 


1 E thi: Firſt; being tal off 
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the Lords and Commons, and the Lord Mayor and 


ſhould'come to the Crown with ſuch general Ac- 
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was proclaimd with univerſal Joy and Accla- King 


mations in the Cities of London and Weſtminſter ;, 1 


and reſtor- 


Aldermen being preſent. And on this Day, he ed 1 bi- 
made his magnificent Entrance into his ſtately Kingdom 


and rich Metropolis, the renowned City of Lon- 
don. At St. George's Feilds, the Lord Mayor, with 


a proſound Reverence, delivered the Sword to 


his 9 and received it again with great 
Reſpect. From thence, the King was conducted 


thro' London to his Royal Palace of Mhite- hall, 
with all the Exultation and Splendor imaginable. 


After which, the firſt thing he did, was to pay 

his moſt ſolemn Devotions to Almighty GOD, 

who had miraculouſly brought about ſo unex- 

pected and ſurprizing an Ex ent. 
AND now certainly, we cannot but acknow- Te 
ledge it very ſtrange; that this Prince, which 170% 


our great Men had before Deſpiſed, Excluded 130 this 
and Baniſh'd, as unworthy and unfit to Govern, ue 


clamations, and extraordinary Demonſtrations 
of an univerſal Joy. After ſo many Years of 


Tyranny and Anarchy, Faction and Impiety, 
Miſery and Confuſion, to ſee our Oppreſſors ſud- 


denly vaniſh, our ancient Government, and our 


lawful Sovereign; our Native Liberties, and 


GOD's true Religion reſtor d without Blood, or 


the leaſt Oppoſition, was the Wonder of all the 


Chriſtian World, and ſo great a Bleſſing to this 
Land, that ſo long as the Church of England, 
and that Royal Family then Reſtor'd continue; 


ſo long, this Day muſt be regiſtred in our Ka- 


lenders, as a Day of ſolemn Praiſe and Thank(- 
giving. And ſince we, and all ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations, ſhall receive the benefit of the Eſta- 
bliſnments then made, We, and Our Poſterity 
8 are 
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zoth Day of January, Wh ; his Eldeſt Son, 


Prince Ctartss, by unqueſtionable Right, ſuc- 
ceeded the Crown of England, Scotland and Ire- 


land, in the 18th Year, of his Age: So that we 


may conclude, that the Miſeries of that Day, 
made way for the Joy of this Solemnity. The 


Royal Martyr's cruel Tragedy, and all the wo- 
ful Conſequences of it in Church and State, for 


a long ſpace of time, made this Day to be Cele- 


brated with ſuch extraordinary. and univerſal 


Rejoicing, 'as if the Nation had got a new Soul, 


and every Man had this Day been firſt made 
free. For twelve Years was our Illuſtrious King 
depriv'd of his Sovereignty, by Traitors and 


Regicides; by which means, our Religion, our 


Liberty, our Eſtates and Lives were all at ſtake; 


Plundering and Sequeſtration, Fines and Impri- 


ſonment, Baniſhment and the Sword, had made 
our Condition ſeem helpleſs, and our Ruin una- 


voidable. But on a ſudden, we had a moſt con- 


vincing Evidence of GOD's abundant Goodneſs, | 
1n reſtoring our ancient Government and Reli- 


gion; ſo that our Church and Monarchy ſeem'd 
To have a new Reſurrection from the Grave. On 
Ala) the 8th, Anno Domini 1660. his Majeſty 
3 Vas 


22 8 R823 


d 
n 
y 
8 


Upon the 


— — 


Reftaur. oK Charles l. 25 


was proclaimd with univerſal Joy and Accla- Ning 


mations in the Cities of London and Weſtminſter ; Es 
the Lords and Commons, and the Lord Mayor and 


Proclaimed 
and reſtor- 


Aldermen being preſent. And on this Day, he ed 10 bis 


made his magnificent Entrance into his ſtately Kingdom 


and rich Metropolis, the renowned City of Lon- 


don. At St. George's Feilds, the Lord Mayor, with 


his dagen and received it again with great 
Reſpect. From thence, the King was conducted 


a profound Reverence, delivered the Sword to 


thro' London to his Royal Palace of Mhite- hall, 
with all the Exultation and Splendor imaginable. 


After which, the firſt thing he did, was to pay 
his moſt ſolemn Devotions to Almighty GOD, 


who had miraculouſly brought about ſo unex- 
pected and ſurprizing an Event, 
_ © AND now certainly, we cannot but acknow- 7s 


ledge it very ſtrange; that this Prince, which any. 
our great Men had before Deſpiſed, Excluded 10e 8 
and Baniſh'd, as unworthy and unfit to Govern, 12 wW 


| ſhould come to the Crown with ſuch general Ac- © 


clamations, and extraordinary Demonſtrations 
of an univerſal Joy. After ſo many Years of 
Tyranny and Anarchy, Faction and Impiety, 
Miſery and Confuſion, to ſee our Oppreſſors ſud- 


denly vaniſh, our ancient Government, and our 


lawful Sovereign; our Native Liberties, and 
GOD's true Religion reſtor'd without Blood, or 


the leaſt Oppoſition, was the Wonder of all the 


Chriſtian World, and ſo great a Bleſling to this 
Land, that ſo long as the Church of England, 
and that Royal Family then Reſtor'd continue; 
ſo long, this Day muſt be regiſtred in our Ka- 
lenders, as a Day of ſolemn Praiſe and Thankſ- 


giving. And ſince we, and all ſucceeding Ge- : 
_ nerations, ſhall receive the benefit of the Eſta» 
bliſhments then made, We, and Our Poſterity 


are 
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476  ConsptraTIONs, 
Mm are bound to keep up the Memorial of this ſtu- 
pendious Work, Wks 
Epiſtle, CoNsIDpERAT IONS Goſpel. 
11 uPON THE. Matt. 22. 
rom Ver. ¶ Reſtauration of King } * 
11. to 298716. to 
Ver. 18. J CHARLES II. C Ver. 23. 
be Mira- TY Reſtoring our Monarchy, and Re-eſta- 
cles of Di- 1 bliſhing our Church, were ſuch an illuſtri- 


vine Mer- ous Demonſtration of the infinite Goodneſs and 


a * 


Mercy of our great Creator, that this Day ought 
to be Celebrated, with the greateſt Joy and Ex- 
ultation. Let us but conſider, what miſerable 


Confuſions we were reduced to, both in Church 


and State, when our ancient Government in 
both were ſubverted ; and we ſhall diſcover 
ſuch Miracles of Wiſdom and Power, ſuch com- 


_ plications of Goodneſs and Mercy, in our Deli- 


Our preat 


verance, that we ſhall be over-whelm'd with 
Admiration, at their aſtoniſhing Glories ! Our 


Troubles, lawful Prince, was Excluded and Baniſh'd his 


ment were made uſe of. The Articles of Faith, 
Rites of Worſhip, and Rules of Diſcipline were 


Dominions, and violent Methods of Govern- 


utterly aboliſh'd, and the vileſt Secs tolerated ; 
ſo that, the whole Nation appear'd like a rude 


and undiſtinguiſh'd Chaos. In this ſad ſtate of _ 

Affairs, who could have imagin'd that the Voice 
of Joy and Gladneſs, ſhould ever have been heard 
in that oppreſſed Royal Family? But, GOD 


And happy Almighty, by a ſingle Act of his Omnipotency, 


Deliver- 
ance. 


caus d Light to break forth from the deepeſt lu- 9 


cloſures of Darkneſs, and our Gracious Sove- 
9 0 1 8 reign 


e r a 


A 
© 
F 
2 
Xx 
1 
* 
— 
* b 
A) 5 
. - 
1 
. 4 
» 
0 — 
Bar | 
q 
4 4 
i 
c 
\ 
* 
| 
8 
n 
7 ; 
* 
1 
_— 
44A 
ht + 
Cue 
1 


inſuperable. 


For the Reſtauration of K. CHARLEsII. 477 


reign CuARILES II. was magnificently reſtor'd to 
his rightful Throne, to the univerſal Jubilee of 
the whole Nation. What a happy and com- 
fortable Change was this, to have the true Ar- 
ticles of Faith, and ancient ways of Worſhi 

reſtor'd, and the State as well as the Church, all 
on a ſudden, reduc'd to its preſtine Splendor, 


after ſuch cruel Invaſions of Liberty and Proper- 


ty, as we had twelve Years ſmarted under? Cer- 


tainly, ſo great, ſo unexpected, ſo peaceable a 


Change can ſcarce be parallel'd in any Nation in 
the World before! But this was wrought by that 
Almighty Hand, to which, no Difficulties are 
And therefore, upon this proſ- 

ect of our Deliverance, and all its bleſſed Ef- 

eas, What ſhall we return unto the LORD, for all 
the Benefits he hath done unto us? (Pſalm 116. 11.) 


Let us Celebrate his adorable Perfections, in 


Anthems of Praiſe; and let us inceſſantly pro- 


claim to all the World, that, Hi: Mercy endu- 
reth for ever, For, we ſhould be marvellouſly 
ungrateful, if we did not upon this Remarkable 
Day of our ſtupendious Deliverance, Annually 

pay this juſt Tribute of Thankſgiving, with ſin- 
_ cere Gratitude, and fervent Devotion. Let us, 


then, Glory in the LORD, and Rejoice in the 
of our LORD, and in the preſence of all his 


to the LORD GOD of Iſrael, who alone doth 


An Ex- 


hortation 


to praiſe 
G OD 0 5 


GOD of our Salvation: Let us go to the Houſe Conclu- 


ſion. 


People, pay our moſt thankful Acknowledg- 
ments to him, who is worthy to be Praiſed; even 


wondrous things: who giveth Victory unto KINGS, 


The: 


and preſerveth all thoſe, who put their Truſt | 
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The PaAxER. 


A OMNIPOTENT LORD GOD! who haßt 
| been exc eedingly Gracious unto this Land, and 
by thy miraculous Providence, haſt delivered us out 


of innumerable Troubles and Calamities, by the hap- 


py Reſtauration of thy Servant ChaklIES the Se- 


cond, The ſenſe of this aſtoniſhing Mercy and Lov- 


ing-kindneſs, fills my Soul with Admiration! and 


therefore, I will take delight in nothing more than in 


ſtudying and meditating upon that infinite Mercy 
which contriv d, that admirable Wiſdom which con= 
ducted, and that invincible Power which accompliſo d 
this ſtupendious Work, LORD! let it have [ih an © 


Influence upon my Life, that I may never more, com- 


mit one ſingle Act of Diſobedience againſt Thee, my 


only Deliverer, and ſure Refuge in time of Need, 


That this painful Life being ended, I may receive 


the Rewards of thy true and faithful Servants, in 4 hoſe 


Manſions of Glory, where the Souls of the Righteous 
are in Joy and perfect Felicity. Grant this, O mer- 
ci ful Father ! for thy dear Son FESUS C HRIST's 
ſake ;, to whom with Thee, and the HOLY G HOST, 


three Perſons, but one eternal GOD, be all Honour 


and Glory, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, now 


and ever. Amen. 
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O ALMIGHTY GOD! who art a ſtrong Tower of 171 
Defence unto thy Servants againſt the Face of | 
| 
| 
| 


their Enemies; Iyield thee Praiſe and Thankſgiving, 
for our Deliverance from thoſe great and apparent 

| Dangers wherewith we were compaſs d. I acknow- 
ledge it thy Goodneſs that we were not delivered over 
as a Prey unto them: beſeeching Thee, till to conti- 
nue ſuch thy Mercies towards us, that all the World 
may know, that thou art ourSaviour, and mighty De- 


iverer, thro JESUS CHRIST our LORD. Amen. 
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The Doxorocr. 


. GGLORY to the Father, whoſe Wiſdom Created us: 
T Glory to the Son, whoſe Love Redeemed us: Glory 
do the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Graces Sanctified us: Glory to 
the . and Undivided Trinity, whoſe Works are 


| | inſeparable, and Dominion without End. To Thee belongs 
LY | Praiſe, and Thankſ iving, and Honour, and Power: 
And therefore, all * and Power, and Thanks, 
23nd Praiſe, be unto Thee our GOD, for Ever and Ever. 
= Amen, No | 
| 1 9 oY 
| TQ SE MONQ AOZA. 
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Adam, created perfectly Happy. Page z. 
41 Advent⸗Sundap, the Meaning thereof. 39. To beCeles 
_— 7 Jof. 1 Our LORD 's Judicial Advent, con- 
er d and explain d. 30, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46. 
All vaints Day, Tis Ben of da Reel 725 5 
_. And2ew (Apoſile) His Birth-Place, Kindred, and Trade. 
262. Stil d TgwT6xanTG,and why. Ibid. His Converſation with 
our Saviour. 267. He diſcovers our Saviour to Simon Peter. 262, 
2863. His Election to the Apoſtolate. 263. The Places where 
he Preach d. Ibid. His barbarous Uſage at Sinope, Ibid. His 
Planting Chriſtianity at Bizantium. 264. His Coming to Patræ 
in Achaia. Ibid. The Cauſe of his Martyrdom. 265. His prepa- 
natory Sufferings. id. His Exemplary Patience and Sanctity. 
2865, 266, 269. His Death. 266. His Example worthy our Imi- 
ation. 268. Motives thereunto. 270, 271. 
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Angels, their Nature. 421. Their Examples to be Imitated q 
by Men. 427, 428. The Worſhip of them forbid. 428. The ii 


particular Office and Employment of Good Angels. 422, 423, 

24. The Office and Employment of Evil Angels. 424, 425. 
he Aid and Miniſtration of Good Angels, an excellent Mo- 

tive to Praiſe and Thanksgiving. 4.26, 427. 

Angels, miniſtred at CHRIST s Birth. 54. Multiplied in a 

Choir to ſing the Angelical Hymn. 56. . 
Angel (Gabriel) appears to the Bleſſed Virgin. 315. His 
Addreſs. Vid. She is ſurpriz d. 316. He delivers his Meſſage. 
Lud. The Holy Virgin's 9 317. 
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AD Apoſtles, the Signification thereof. 11. Their ax- 
traordinary Reſignation and Self-denial. 11, 12. Their Work, 


wherein it conſiſted. Ibid. The Univerſality of their Obedience. i 3. 


A Pious Reſolution. 294. « 
A Remarkable Story of a Religious Virgin. 152. 
Alcenſion of our Saviour into Heaven. 216. The indiſpen- 
ſible Neceſſity of it. 218. The manner of it. 219. The Place 
into which he Aſcended. 220. The Certainty of it. 220, 221. 
His Seſſion at the Right Hand of GOD. 221. The manner of 
It- 221, 222. The End and Deſign of it. 223. The meſt- 
mable Advantages we receive thereby, 223, 224. 
Aſh-wedneſday, why Br call d. 129. The Piety of the Pri- 
mitive Church on this Day. 129, 120, Excommunication in 
Force in the Primitive Church. 130, 131. Offenders, in what 


manner dealt with. 131. The Publick Penitentiary, what. 


bid. Penitents, how they behav'd themſelves during their 
Suſpenſion. 132. How Abſolv'd. bid. How received into 
Cemmunion. with the Church. id. Afhwedneſday, the So- 
teranities uſed thereon. 133, 134. The Prudence of the Church 


in ſetting apart this Day. 135. The Duties which are to be 


perform d thereon. 136. 


Attributes (Divine) IIluſtriouſſy diſplay d in the Work of 


our Redemption. 57. 
| 5 
Arnabas (Apoſtle) His Country, and Parents. 

A ir- name Joſes. Ibid. His generous Charity. 1b 


* 


He in- 


troduces St. Paul into the Society of the Apoſtles. 350, 351. 
He, with St. Paul, confirm the Churches at Antioch, 351, They _ 


are employ d to relieve the Chriſtians at Fadea. ibid. Their 
Travels through ſeveral Countries. 352. The Diſſention be- 
tween our Apoſtle and St. Paul. 353. His Martyrdom. Ibid. 
His excellent Temper deſcrib d. id. His Epiſtle. Ibid, 
_. Bartholomsw 6 ay The fame with Nathaniel. 399. 
His Name, whence, bid. His firſt Coming to CHRIST. bid. 
And Converſe with Him. 400. The Places where he Preach'd. 
Ibid. The Place of his Martyrdom. /bid, His Death. 


His Admirable Vertues. 402. Motives to the Imitation of bir 


Example. 406, 497. 


Baptilm, 


350. His 
Id. 
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393, 394. Motives to 
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explain d. 111. A Remedy againſt Original Sin. 112. And 
againſt the Power of Sin. Jbid, The Duties it engages 
JJ. 8 
Beautp of Holineſs illuſtrated. 88, 89, 97. 5 
Wirth of CHRIST, illuſtrated wirh Miracles. 55. Firſt re- 
veal'd to Shepherds. Ibid. 5 5 | 
Wirth of Man a Stupendious Inſtance of GOD'sPower. 365 


. 's 
* 
* 


| C Alling, Diligence therein, acceptable to GOD. 61, 392; 


lt is a great part of Religion, 391, 392. None exempted 
from ſome Calling. 393 Dur * thoſe of 4a high Calling. 
Candlemaſs,. why ſo calld, 3885 The Practice of the Ro- 


man Church on this Feſtival: dl. 
- Chalk, conceived by the HOLY GHOST. 53, 317, 321. 


Born of the Virgin May. 54. No Pain in the Production. bid. 
Angels miniſter at his Birth. bid. He is laid in a Manger. 55. 


His Nativity firſt revealed to Shepherd's. 552 56: His Preſen- 
tation in the Temple: 299. His Recept 


| on by Simeon and 
Anna. Ibid. His Faithfulneſs in appointing Officers in his 
Church, 10, 11. His eftraordihaty Accompliſhments. 166, 
167. His Example conſider d and illuſtrated. 9, 10. 5 
Chꝛiſt, His Faſting and Temptation in the Wilderneſs. 
148, 149, 150. He miraculouſly cured Peter's Mother- in- Lau 
of a Feven 374. His Glorious Transfiguration, 376, 377. 
__ Chaiff, His laſt Journey to Feruſalem. 162. His Entrance 


Into that City. id. He is uſher'd in with loud Acclamations 


and Doxologies. 163. The Phariſees are enrag' d 163, 165. 


He wept over Fernſalem. 164. He clears the Temple of Traders. 
| { The Cir- 
cumſtances of his laſt Journey to Feraſalem confider'd, and 
illuſtrated; 167,168, 169, 170. The Influence which it ought” 


id. And miraculouſly cures the Diſeaſed, 165. 


ee, 5 
. Chaiſt; He is brought before the Sauhedrim. 174. His Ex- 


amination before Caiphas. Did. He is brought before Pontius 
Pilate. 195. His Accuſation there. /bid, Pilate pronounces' 


him innocent. 176. He is brought before Herod, and ſent hack 


with Scorn. 1bjd, He is again brought before Pilate, hid. Who, 


Hh2 11 
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Baptiſm, The Nature of this Sacrament conſider d, and 


Chew nr 
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in vain endeavours to releaſe him inſtead of Barabbas, 177. 
He 1s barbarouſly ſcourg d. Ibid. And crown'd with Thorns. 
178. He is expos d to the Fews, and condemned to be cru- 
cified. id. He is led thro Feraſalem to Golgotha. 179. And 
there Crucified between two Thieves. 180. The Faſhion of 
the Croſs deſcrib d. id. His Garments are divided: 181. He 
is mock'd by the People. Ibid. He forgives the Penitent 
Thief. 182. And takes Care of the Bleſſed Virgin. Ihid. The 
Sun darkned, 7bid. He cries out in his Agonies, and dies. 183. 
Several Prodigies attend his Death. bid. His Side is pierced. 
184. His Body begg'd by Foſeph of Arimathæa. Tbid. And 
Buried. 185. The Circumſtances of our Saviours Death con- 
ſider' d and illuſtrated. 187, 188, 189, 190. The Nature of his 
Sufferings in tne Fleſh explain d. 191, 192, 193. The Influ- 
ence which his Crucifixion ought to have on our Lives.193,194. 
Chziſf, His Reſurrection from the Dead, 197. The Pro- 
cligies that attended his Reſurrection. 197, 198. His firſt Ap- 
pearance to ary Magdalen. 199. His ſecond Appearance to 
certain Women. Ibid. His third Appearance to two Diſciples. 
200. His Conference with them. 200, 201. His fourth Ap- 
pearance to Peter. 201. His fifth Appearance to the Apoſtles. 
201, 202, His Reſurrection publiſh'd abroad. 199. Ihe 
Guards brib'd. 200. The Verity of his Reſurrection confirm'd 
by ſeveral Inſtances. 206, 207. The Influence which our Sa- 
viour's Reſurrection ought to have on us. 212. 14 
_ Chuſft, His laſt Appearance to his Diſciples. 215. His 
Aſcenſion into Heaven. 216. And Seſſion on the Right-Hand 
of GOD. 221. The Advantages. we receive thereby. 223, 224. 
Cheꝛiſtian Religion, the only true Perfection. 384. The 
Wiſe and Admirable Methods of Divine Providence in the 
Propagation of it, 382, 383, 384. 
Charles I. (King) His Perſon and Temper deſcrib'd, 466, 
470, 471. The unjuſt Proceedings againſt him. 467. The 
rude Behaviour of the Soldiers towards him. bid, The King 
ſees his Children. bid. His Advice to them. 467, 468. The _ 
Biſhop of London aſſiſts him in his Devotions. 468. He is 
brought to the Scaffold. Ibid. His Admirable Behaviour 
there. 469. His Martyrdom, and Burial; Ibid. The Influ- 
ence which King Chacles's Martyrdom ought to have on 


us. 471. 


. 3 Charles 


108. The manner, bid. The 
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Charles II. (King) depriv'd of his Sovereignty, 474. Our 
2 Troubles thereupon, 476. He is Proclaim'd and Re- 
ſtor d to his Kindom, 475. The Wonder of this Deliverance, 


id. The Influence which King CHARLES's Reſtauration 


ought to have on us, 477. 


Church, the Prudence thereof in appointing Holy-Days, 
HAM . 1 
Charity, that of the Primitive Church, very remark- 


Able, 66. 


Charity to Men's Souls, how exercis d, 269, 331. | 
Circumciſton, the Original thereof, 106. The Reaſon of 
its Inſtitution, 107. The CIRCUMCISION of CHRIST, 
tbid. The Time when ät was perform'd, bid. The Place, 
Ns, Ibid, Our Saviour's 

Exemplary Obedience in ſubmitting to that Bloody Rite, 109, 
111. He then received the Name of JESUS, 1bid. The In- 


fluence which the CIRCUMCISION of C HRIS T ought to 


have on our Lives, 110, 111. | 
Communton of Saints, in the Church Mihtant, explain'd, 


VTVWWWWWGGG 3% PER, - 


4483, 449. 3 3 | | 
Covenant with Adam in Paradice, 3, 105. The Terms of 


it moſt Juſt, Vid. The Second, when made, 105. 


Conſcience, a g od one, an unſpeakable Happineſs, 158. 


The Terrors of a guilty one deſcrib' d, 158, 159, 309, 310. 


* Converſation with JESUS, the Happineſs thereof, 268. 
Covetouſneſs, the Nature of it, 412, 413. The Enormity 


of that Vice, 209. The Folly of it, 413. 


_ Controverſies in Religion, to be laid aſide, 403. 
Deb, His Motives to tempt our firſt Parents, 21 4. He 


addeſſes the Woman, + The Manner of his Addreſs, 4, 
She is overcome, 5. The fatal Conſequences thereof, 6. 


: ; Death, How Eaſy and Satisfactory o a good Man, 157, 


158. . TEE ©, 8 © | 3 

A rexovery. Deacons, the Signification thereof, 67. Their Ori- 

ginal-1b, 8 „ . 
Dominica in Albis, the meaning thereof, 232. 


Hh 3 


Cater, 
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—_ 
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E Aﬀer, the Signification thereof, 202. How Obfervd by 
E the Primitive Chriſtians, Ibid. 2 * 


Epiphany, the Signification thereof, 119. A three-fold 
ppearance commemorated on this Solemnity. 8 
"TTxcommunication ; in uſe in the Primitive Church, 130. 
5 of CHRIST conſider d, and illuſtratedl. 95 10. 


* 


Fab th the he Nature thereof in general defin'd, and ilulrated, 


277, 278. Divine Faith, 279. Humane Faith, Ibid 
It is built on Divine Revelation, 280, 281. Faith and 
Good Works inſeparable, 281, 282. 

Faſting, the Nature thereof, IST. Our Obligations to 
it, 152, The Ends and Uſes thereof, Ibid. It is an excellent 
Remedy againſt Temptation, 153, 1 54: Motives thereun- | 
O, 153 

Family-P2ayer, the Nature of it explain d, 31. A Duty : 


imcumbent on Maſters of Families, Ibid. 


„Feaſts and Faſts of the Church, how to be abſerv d, 17. 


15 


Foꝛgivenels of Injuries, a Chriſtian Duty, 74. The great 


Wiſdom thereof, bid. And Happy Conſequences 75 Mo- 
tives Mereunto, 75, 76. N 


G OD, all things that he barb made 3 to his Glory: | 
je He pardons all Sin upon Repentance, 289. The ſole 
Diſpo ofer of all RT , 311. To be fear d more than Man, 


346. His wonderfu We in providing for the Welkare 
of his Creatures; 254. 


Good, to do it to others, the xce ency of this Duty, 356. 
Motives thereuiito, 357. LEE F 1 * Ba: ? ty, 3 


Geodneſs (Divine) onda. and ih 10 0. 
8 it a Motive to Obedience, 289. At ply nh 29%, 47 
Gꝛate of GOP, abſolute ese, 4 257 5 


eee tot, 
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[4 Appineſs, the univerſal Defire-of Mankind, 451. That” 


of the Saints in Heaven, compfeat, 452. 


5 Heaven, a Place of everlaſting Glory, 451. Its difagree- 
ableneſs to 1 Vicious Soul, 138, 1379. 5 | ; : ; . = 
Hebrews and Grecians, a Difference between them, 66. 


Hebdomada Magna, the Meaning thereof, 148. _ 
HMerod (King) His great Surprize at the coming of the 
Magi to Fes: 93. The Sanhedrim convened, 


murders the Innocents, 95, The Number where f, 1bid. His 
Variety of Diſeaſes, bid. His cruel Orders, 96. And 


Death, bid. 


Poly Ghoſt, what, 233. His Name. 234. Exiſtence, 
234, 235, 236. Nature, 236, 237. His great Effuſion at 
Pentecoſt, 227, TheGift of Languages, what, 228. His Di- 


vinity prov'd and aſſerted, 238, 239. His Offices and Opera- 
tions, (viz. ) Illumination, 240. Sanctification, 241. Ex- 
citation, 241, 242. Conſolation, 242, 243. Interceſhion, 
243. Motives to a ſincere Co-operation with the HOLY. 


Moſannah. the Signification thereof, 163. 2 
them, 13. They are of Excellent Uſe, 14. . 
Mondur, the Deſire thereof univerſal, 120, 121. The 
great Uſe that may be made of it, 121. | 


- Humility, that of our Saviour moſt exemplary, 59., 60. 


Pyporrily ignominious, 98, The exceeding Folly of it, 


„ 1 5 
| Ames the Great ( oſtle) why ſo ſtibd, 389. His Country; 


J Kindred; and Trade, Jid. His Call to the Diſcipleſhip, 
_ #bid. His Election to the Apoſtolate, Ibid. He was one of 
the Triumvirate, 290. He, and his Brother, ſt11'd Bonner ges, 
and why, Ibid. 


he Places where he Preach'd, Aid. The 


id. His 

Conſultation with the Magi, Ibid. His Hypocritical Preten- 
ſion to worſhip our Saviour, 94. He is diſappointed by the 
Magi, Ibid. Foſeph flies into Ag t, Ibid, Herod barbarouſly 
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Molp⸗Daps, the Prudence of the Church in appointing 
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Cauſe of his Martyrdom, Jbid. His Death, and Burial, 391. 
"The Influence which his Example ought to have on us, 395. 
James theLeſs (Apoſtle) why fo flild, 341. His Kindred 
and Relations, 338. Our Saviour's particular Appearance to 
| him, 339. He is made Biſhop of Feruſalem, Ibid, His Ene- 
mies conſpire againſt him, id. The Method they made Uſe 


of, 340. His undaunted Profeſſion of CHRIST, 340, 347. 


His Martyrdom, 341. His Admirable Piety, Charity, Meek- 
neſs, Temperance, and Heavenly-mindedneſs deſcrib'd, 341, 
342. His Writings, 342. The Influence which his Exam- 
ple ought to have on us, 347, 343. Set 
Jeſus, fo call'd at his Circumciſion. 109. The Importance 
or that Name, 113. The Influence it ought tohave on our 
Lives, 114. 8 VVV 5 
Innocents, their Martyrdom, 95, 99. 

 Infidclity, the Foundation of Vice, 282. 


Incarnation of our LORD, a Stupendious Myſtery, 318. EL 


The Manner thereof, 320. The Influence which it ought to 
bave on us, 324. | | 5 1 


334. It is the Duty of a Chriſtian, Did The Excellency 
thereof, 333 „„ R 
Induſtrp, the Excellency thereof, 394. Motives there- 
unto, 294, 395: E 


4 , 1 


John (Evangeliſt) His Kindred and Relations, 78. Our 


Saviour's particular Kindneſs for him, 78, 87. He was preſent 
at our Saviour's Agony in the Garden, 79. And at the Cruci- 
fixion, Ibid. He was made Guardian of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
1b;d. He viſited the Sepulchre after CHRI1ST's Reſurrection, 


1614, How long he reſided at Feruſalem, 80. Aſia his Apo- 


ſtolical Province, Ibid. He preached in Parthia, Ibid, He was 


ſent Priſoner to Rome, and caſt into aCauldron of ſcalding Oyl, 
bid. His miraculous Deliverance, 8 1. His Baniſhment into 


Patmos, and there wrote his Revelations, Ibid. His Return to 
Epbeſus, and Government of the Affairs of that Province, 1bid. 


His Goſpel, when, and where written, 82. It is univerſally 
admir'd, id. The Subject of it Sublime and Myſterious, 82, 


83. Be wrote three Epiſtles, and the ee 82. He 
is reſembled to an Eagle, and why, 83. Stil'd Boanerges, and 
the Divine, the Reaſon thereof, Ibid. A Fa remarkable 
P allage of our Evangeliſt's Life, 83, 84, 85. 


ASSET. 


Inſtructing the Ignorant, an Act of the higheſt Charity, 


hat we may 
, e learg. 
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learn from thence, 85. His extraordinary Love and Charity, 
86. His great Age, and Death, 1bid. The Influence which 
his Example ought to have on us, 87. £1 
John (the Baptif ) why ſo called, 363, His Parentage, 
360. His Birth fore-told by an Angel, Ibid. His being con- 
vey'd into the Deſerts of Fudæa, 361. His auſtere Education, 
and way of Life, 362. His Preaching, bid. His Sermon to 
the Jews, 368. The Excellent Effect it had upon them, 363, 
368. His Initiating Proſelytes by Baptiſm, Jbid. He Bap- 
tizes our Saviour, bid, He reproves Herod, 364. And is 
Impriſond, bid. His Martyrdom, and Burial, 365. Mo- 
tives to the Imitation of his Example, 370, 317. 
Joſeph, His Flight into e Egypt, 94. . 
Jude (Apoſtle) His ſeveral Names, 440. Their Signifi.- 
cation, Jbid, His Parentage, and Relations, Vid. His Ele- 
ction to the Apoſtolate, when, id. The Places where he: 
Preach d, Jbid. His Death, 441. His Epiſtle, id. The 
Deſign of it, Ibid. . 5 5 
Audas, He betrays our Saviour, 187, 306. His violent 
Death, 386. What we may learn from thence, 309, 310. 
Judgment, the Signs and Fore-runners of it, 39, 40. The 
Manner of our Saviour's Appearance to Judge the World, 40. 
The Perſons who are to be Judged, 41. The Judgment of 
the Righteous, Jbid. Their Perſonal Appearance, 42. Their 
Trial, Jbid. Their Sentence, 43. Their Aſſumption into 
Heaven, Ibid. And their everlaſting Happineſs, 44. The 
Judgment of the Wicked, Did. Their Appearance, 45. 
Their Trial, bid. Their Sentence, Ibid. And Execution, 46. 
The Terror of the laſt Day ! 48, 49. The ſad Ce frope of 
the Wicked, and the Inconceivable Felicity of the Righteous, 
50. The Influence which a future Judgment ought to 
have on our Lives, 47. Concluſions from the Premiſes, 50, 


RET | 
K 


g K Nowledge, the great Ornament of Humane Nature, Pref. - 
| > Of GOD, abſolutely neceſſary, 266, 267. That of the 
Goſpel, excels all other Sciences, 436. - 


Learning, 


294 


a. 
tt 
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Learning, the Excellency thereof, 435. Without Piety, 
inſigſlifcant, 124. Morbo pil Bolus ; 


Went (or Spring- Fat) The Antiquity thereof, 146. Why 
limited to Forty Days, 146, 147. The Manner of its Obſer- 
vation in the Primitive Church, 147. Motives to a Religious 
Obſervatien thereof, 19. „ N 
L iturgp, the Excellency thereof illuſtrated, 30. 
Rove of: GOD, Motives thereunto, 1 26. „ 
Tod s Day, why ſo calld, 22. To be ſpent in Religi- 
__ ous Duties, 25. (vix. ) 1 Scriptures, 26, 27, 28. 
PublickFrayer, 28, 29, 30. Family Prayer, 30, 31, 32. 
Private Prayer, 32, zz Praiſe, and Thansgiving, 33, 34. 
Celebration of the Holy Sacrament, 34, 35. Motives to 
Practice the foregoing Duties, 36. „ 
Puke (Evangeliſt) His Birth-Place, 432. His Learned and 
Liberal Education, Ibid. His Study of Phyſick, and Skill in 
Painting, Ibid. His conſtant Attendance on St. Paul, 432, 
433. The Places where he Preach d, 433, His Death, bid. 
lis Goſpel, where written, Jbid. The Acts of the Apoſtles, 
when, and where written, 433, 434. A Character of his 
Writings, 434. The Influence which his Example ought to 
have on Us, 436, 437. . 


M 


Mun, His Creation, 1. His Admirable Endowments, 1, 2. 
The Miſeries of his fall'n State conſider d, 5. He is un- 
der an indiſpenſible Obligation to Glorify his Maker, 24. 
MPagi, (of the Faſt) what, 17. Their Expectation of the 
Aieſſiah, 116. They found him by the Direction of a mira- 
culous Star, 118. They Worſhip Him, 118, 125. Their 
Offerings, 125. They had the trueſt Notion of Honour, 121. 
The Reward of their Courage and Reſolution, 122. Their 
Learning rightly improv'd, 123. Their Example worthy our 
% io 
MParp Magdalen, Her early Approach to our Saviour 's Se- 
| pulchre, 197. F | 4 


Par- 
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Sue in Alexandria, and the Farts of Lybia, Bid The 


" Wartyrs (Primitive) their Illoftrious Deportment 1 


8 270. 


Partyrdom, an Heroick 8 of our 2 
72, 101. And a Proof of a moſt exalted Faith and. Love 
Park (Evangeliſt) His Kindred, 328. His Plantit 117 


auſe of his Death, 329. His Martyrdom, Jbid. His Goſpel, 


when written, Bid. In what Language, 330. A Character 


of his W ſoid. His a worthy our Imita- 
tion, 


"Patthew (Evangeliſt His Names , Parentage, and Profef. 


flop, 410. His Call to the Diſcipleſhip, bid. He invites 


our Saviour to a Feaſt, 411. The Places where he Preach d, 


Ibid. His Death, Ibid. His Goſpel, when, and why written, 


411, 412. Compos d in at 412. His Feaſt, Jbid. The 


Influence which his Example ought to have on our Lives, 416. 


Matthias (Apoſtle) one of the Seventy, 306. His Electi- 


on to the Apoſtolate, 307, The Places where he Preach d, 


307, 308. His Martyrdom, Ibid. What we may learn from 


dhe Obſervation of his Feſtival, 311, 312. 


Meſltah, the (vradual Revelation of him, 116, | 

Percy (Divine) Illuſtrated, m— That of opr Redemp- 
tion, exceeds our Comprehenſion, 8 

Michael (the Arch-Angel) His . with the Dragon, 


419. The Signification thereof, 419, 420. His Contention 
with the Devil about the Body of Mo > ag 420. The Mean 


ing thereof, 421. The Deſign of his Feſtival, Ibid. 


Piniſters, their peculiar Obligation to ier 69. Mo- 
tives to Faithfulneſs in their Charge, bid. 5 


Moꝛtification, wherein it conſiſts, 137. The Neceſſity 


of it, 138. It is in auler t to e 140. Motives 
thereunto,. 139, 140. 


eries of Religion, not to be too far fought i into, 525 


They "_ be 2 rev aue to us in Heaven, 32 35 Li 


* N 


Naga of CHRIST. miraculor 'S, 117. 7 
46 nber we Fly ar of g* * Sieg. 46, 
1 


* 
* 


Dffenders, 
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O Ffenders, in what Manner dealt with in the Primitive 
horch, 131. LE 
Oꝛiginal Din, the Nature of it conſider d, and explain d, 6. 


P 


P Alm-Sunday, why fo called, 165. The Practice of the 
1 Latin and Greek Churches on this Day, 165, 166. Our 
| Saviour's laſt Journey to Feruſalem, 162. The Circumſtances | 
of it conſider d, and Illuftrated, 167, 168, 169, 170. Mo- 
tives to a Religious Obſervation of this Feſtival, 177. 
_ Þaſſſton-Week, how obſervd in the Primitive Church, 
147, 148. Stil'd Hebdomada Magna, and why, 148. RT 
Paul (Apoſtle) His Birth-Place, Parentage, and Educati- 
on, 255. His cruel Diſpoſition, Ibid. His Violent Perſecution 
of the Church, bid. His Journey to Damaſcus, 286, His 
_ miraculous Converſion, and Blindneſs, 1bid. His Rapture 


into the Third Heaven, 287. Ananias ſent to comfort him, 


bid. His Sight reſtor d, 1bid. He is Baptized, and Preaches 
CHRIST, bid. His Death, 288. His flagitious Life before 
his Converſion conſider d, 290, 291. His Admirable Piety, 


and Holineſs afterwards, 291, 292, The Influence which his 


_ Converſion ought to have on our Lives, 292. i 
Penitent Thiek, his remarkable Piety on the Croſs, 181. 
Pentecoſt, the Signification thereof, 232. 
 _ Þefer, Apoſtle) His Parentage, Birth-Place, Name, and 
Trade, 373. His firſt Approaches to CHRIST, Jbid. His 
Aſtoniſhment at the miraculous Draught of Fiſhes, 374. His 
Call to the Diſcipleſhip, bid. His Mother-in-Law cur'd by 
our Saviour, Jbid. He is elected to be one of the Trinmvirate, 


375. He is the firſt of the Apoſtles, bid. His remarkable 


Adherence to CHRIST, Jbid. His eminent Confeſſion of our | | 


Saviour, id. The extraordinary Commendation he acquir'd 
thereby, 376. His Imprudenr Zeal, bid. He was preſent at 


our Saviour's Transfiguration, 376, 377. He is impriſon d by N 


Hrod Agrippa, 378. And miraculouſly deliver d by an An- 
el, 379. The Places where he Preach d, [bid His firſt 

Sermon to the eps, 229. He proves CHRIST to be the 
i = promiſed 


i of, 100. The Wiſdom thereof, bid. It excites to Obedi- 
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promiſed Meſſiah, 230. The great Influence it had upon the 
b Three Thouſand converted by his Sermon, 1bid, 
is En 


counter with Simon Magus, 379. And Victory over 
Him, 380. His Impriſonment, 38 1. And Martyrdom, - 1bid, 


His excellent Diſpoſition deſcrib d, 385. Motives to the Imi- 


tation of his Example, 386, 387. ke ms” >: 
Philip 3 His Birth-Place, and Education, 337. 

His Preaching the | 

able Succeſs at Hierapolis, 338. His Martyrdom, and Bu- 


oſpel in Upper Aſa, bid. His remark- 
rial, Ibid. 


* Peietp, what it comprehends, 89. Its Dignity, 90. Tis 


moſt Efficacious to make Men Wife, Ibid. Both Here, 91. 


And Hereafter, bid. That of the Primitive Church, very 


Exemplary, 129. The Advantages of an early Piety, 88. 

Plot (Gun-Powder-Treaſon) 457. The Prineipal Conſpi- 
rators, who, bid. The Method of their Proceedings, 458. 
A great Hunting-Match at Dunſmore- Heath, Ibid. A Letter 


ſem to the Lord Monteagle, 458, 459. The Contents of it 


communicated to the Earl of Salisbury, 459. The King or- 
ders the Parliament-Houſe to be ſearch d, hid. Guido Fawkes 
found at Midnight at the Door, 460. The Plot diſcover d, 


bid. The Confpirators apprehended, Jbid. And Executed, 
461. A Relation of our Enemies Malice in this Confpiracy, 
bid. A Deſcription of the Event, 462. GOD's Providence 
illuſtrioufly manifeſted in this Deliverance, 463. The Influ- 
ence it ought to have on our Lives, 464. 


- Pleaſures, thoſe of this World, very diſſatisfactory, 396. 


Thoſe of Heaven, compleat, 451. 17 85 1720 
Poverty, no Scandal, and why, 60. Of Spirit, a Chi 


ſtian Duty, 60, 61. 


Pontius Pilate, His Examination of our Saviour, 175. 

Prayer (Publick) The peculiar Advantages thereof, 29, 30. 
In the Family, a Duty incumbent on all Maſters, 31, 32. In 
Private, an excellent Means to bring down Bleflings upon our 
Endeavours, 33. For Others, the Efficacy and Excellency 
thereof, 344, 345: For our Enemies, one of the higheſt and 


nobleſt Acts of Charity, 345, 7 * 1 
Praiſe and Thanſgiving, a Duty incumbent upon every 


Chriſtian, 33, 57, 477. Ihe Reaſonableneſs hereof, 334. 
— (Divine) Univerſal, 99. The Goodneſs there- 


ence , 
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ence, 100, 101. The Juſtice thereof, 102. Prov'd by ſeveral 
Infiances, 102, 103. What we may learn from thence, 103. 

An Objection againſt Providence, anſwer d, 101. _ 
; Preſentation of JESUS in the Temple, 299. An excel- 
lene Enable for Parents, 30207 SCOTT - 

Purification, the Nature of that Rite, 298. 
Publick Pentifefitrary, what, 131. | 


K 


R Cſurredion, the true Nature thereof erplain d, 204. 

That of our Saviour, the Foundation of Chriſtianity, 
204. By what Power he Arofe, 208. The Time when he 
Aroſe, 209. The certainty of his riſing from the Dead, 206. 
His Reſurrection, an earneſt of Ours, 209. The Doctrine 
of the eager, $5 ia of our Bodies confirm'd, 210, 211. The 
Influence which it ought to have on our Lives, 212. 
 Repentfance, the Nature of it; 140. Morives thereunto, 
141, 142, 143. 1 5 


. 


Redemption, GOD's ineflimable Goodneſs and Mercy, 
_ peculiarly viſible in that Aſtoniſhing Work, 7, 58. The 


Mercy thereof, exceeds our Comprehenſion, 8, 9, 59. 
©. Reſignation to GOD, its Efficacy and Excellency, 73. 
Religion, the great Employment of our Lives, 395, 396. 
Controverſies therein, to be laid aſide, 403, 404. It is pre- 
tended to evil Purpoſes, 97. The great Hainouſneſs of that 
—77]⁵Üͥʃ“ d. vv an 
Reaſon, of what things it is no competent Judge, 255; 
2 eee the. 8 it, 280. 
Nich⸗Men, their proper Employment, 3355. 
ed for Usin the other World, 355. 
Romaniſts, their Errors prov d, and detected, 428. 


8 


SAints, who are truly and properly ſo, 441. Their Com- 
munion, wherein it conſiſts, 447, 448, 449, 450. Their 
Examples to be imitated, 452, 3 IT 

+. Saints-Days to be Ce 4. The Rex- 

fonablenefs thereof, 15. The ill. Uſe that are made of theſe 

„ OY don 


Wag 


ebrated with Joy, 14. The Reg. 


r 


m 


jeir 


she 
Sabbath unalterable to the End of the World, 23, 


303. The Influence it ought to have on Us, 30 2 
ſts, 402 


thereunto, 406, 407. 


— 
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Solemnities, lid. No juſt Exception againſt che right Uſe of 
them, 16, 17. 

Sabbath. the Signification thereof, 20. The: Tor 15. Sab- 
bath inſtituted, id. The Reaſon of its Inſtitution, 21. The 
Criſtian Habbath inſtituted, Ib. The Reafon of its Inſtitution, 27, 

25. Call'd the Lord's Day, and why, 22. Stil d Dunday, and 
why, Ibid. The Jewiſh Sabbath Abolith'd, Lid. And the 
Chriſtian Sabbath received in its ſtead, Tbid. The remarkable 


Paſſages that happen d on this Day, 22, 23. The Practice of 
Framitive. Chriſtians on this Day, 23, 29. The Chrifiian 


2 
Satrament of the LORD's Supper, the higheſt *D Divine 


Ordinances, 35. The, Seat Advantages of frequent Recep- 
tion, Ibid. 


Stripturrs, the Deſie ign o of writing them 1 . A tran- 


Fendent Excellencics, 20, 27,333. The Neceſſity of the 
Knowledge of them, 332, 333. N otives to the Trequent Pe- 


rute of them, 27, 28. 333, 334. 

Selk⸗ n this Duty explain d, 366 The Reaſorablenchs 
of it, The Rewards of it, Ibid. 10 

Seb ti times neceſlary to-Religious Actions, 1 9, 20. 
Sinn (Apoſtle) His Birth-Place, 439. Whence ail'd the 


Commits? Tbid. Why call d the Zealot, Ibid, The Places 
where he Preach d, hid. His Martyrdom, ; 440. wes 


Sinners, whence the greateſt encourag d to Repent, 290. 
Simeon, His Admirable Piety Conſider' d and 8 


Sincertty, towards GOD, wherein it coi 
wards Men, the great Excellency thereof, 404, 405.8 


| 22 ry 32 
Speculation without Practice, unprofable, Gag 45 
S. Stephen, His Kindred unknown, 6 5. pITien 
Accompliſhments, 67, 70. Stil'd Arch-Deacon, a Hi vine 
The Jens conſpire againſt him, 68. He reſolutely confutes 
_ moſt Learned of them, Wid. They accuſe him of Blaſphe- 
y, Bid. His Admirable Deportment before the Snbedrinl, 


68, 7 And at his Martyrdom, 73, 74. His Glorious Pro- 


ſpect of Heaven, 69 71. The Infſuence it had upon him, 7x. 
The Jer: hurry him our of the City, Vid. And ſtone high, 


id. The Influence which his Ale ought. to Ham an pur 
Lives, 7, Toe... 
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Vertue, the oreat Pleaſure 


Star at CHRIST's Birth, miraculous, 117. It conducted 
the Magi to the Meſſiah, 118. 
Sun, darkned at our Saviour's Crucifixion, 182. 
T Emptations to fin, how conquer, 154, 155. 
" Theoz2y without Practice, inſignificant, 62, 436. 
Thomas (Apoitle) His Country and Profeflion, 273. His 


. 


Call to the Apoſtleſhip, Ibid. His great Affection to our Sa- 


viour, Ibid. His Queſtion about CHRIST's Departure, 274. 
He refuſes to Believe our Saviour's Reſurrection, bid. But 
is convinc d by ſenſible Demonſtration, 275. The Places 
where he Preach d, 275, 276. He converts the King of Mala- 
bar, 276. And is flain by the Brachmans, Ibid. 
Transfiguration of CHRIST, the Glory of it, 377. The 


1 ſtrange Effect it had upon Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, Ib. 


Trinity in Unity, che Notion thereof explain d, 249. This 
Doctrine confirm'd by ſeveral Arguments, 250 251. Ihe Sub- 


ordination of the Three Perſons in the God-head, 251, 252. 
Ihe Doctrine of the Trinity clearly ſtated, in Oppoſition to 
the Ancient Heréſies, 253. It is a Myſtery which exceeds our 


Comprehenſion, 254. But notwithſtanding, tis neverleſs Cre- 
dible, 255. Several Inſtances for a Confirmation of this Truth, 
255, 256, 257, 258. The Influence which the Doctrine of the 


Trinity ought to have on Us, 259. 
ns. 


leaſure thereof, 155, 156, 157, 158, 
VT Vice, the Miſeries thereof deſcrib'd, 158,1 59, 209, 310. | 


6 Utrgin Marp, Her Purification, 298. What we may learn 5 


from thence, 301. J 
Unity of the Divine Nature, prov'd by Reaſon, 248, 249. 
And Scripture, 249. 1 Et 


\ A 7 Hit-Sunday, why ſo calld, 232. | 
ES. 3 — Divine) vindicated, 470. Of this Word 
Fooliſhneſs with GOD, 123,383. 1 T 

* 


Z Calots, the Original of that Sect, 439. = 


ZTcal, the Nature thereof, 4.4.2. For | GOD's Honour 
our Obligations thereto, 441, 442. MMotives to Practice. 
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